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PREFACE. 

*'Patience and Perseverance will not go entirely in vain. ” 

It may seem odd that a serions attempt should thus have been made 
by the compiler to present to the Public in all earnestness the following 
account ot M 41 aarramanai Family in thePudxikota State—a family which 
m not a very conspicuous figure in the Political world at large. True 
It 18 fhat It constitutes an important branch of the ancient and historic 
Jonfoman Dynasty. But outside the limits of Pudukota it has no charms ' 
to attract any amount of attention in the Political world. The compiler 
IS too well aware of it and his object here is not to create any stir in the ' 
Political atmosphere. His aim is rather a different one. The impression 
IS deep rooted in the Public mind in general that Pair Play and even- 
Handed eJustice always characterise the actions of the British Govern¬ 
ment* It 18 very pleasing for the compiler to admit that he himself is 
one of those who are thus impressed. The regret and surprise is in 
consequence, all the greater when he finds that the doings of Govern¬ 
ment in what is called the Foreign or Political Department form an 
unfortunate exception to this general rule. That such is a fact and not ' 
a fiction created by heated imagination will be amply evident from a 
cursory perusal of the following pages. The compiler fully believes that 
there are ways “ unknown to men in ordinary course ” pursued in the 
I oreigu or Political Departmoiit of the Government machinery. Ex¬ 
tremely thoughtful and politically cautious as it is in its interfer¬ 
ence with Native States, these self-same qualities tend to be productive 
of not a little worry, vexation and temporary eclipse of honor in the case 
of people that are connected by blood with members of the Euling fami¬ 
ly of these Native States. In the hope that this compilation may 'serve 
to compare notes in the case of brother-members who may chance to be 
placed in the same position as the Jagliirdar, the compiler has ventured 
on a publication which should otherwise not have seen the light of day. 

It will also make known to the world a series of troubles and'diffieulties 
the Jaghirdar had met udth for nearly sixteen years in representing hia 
grievances and obtaining relief tliough partial only, in the long run at 
the hands of the Political Agents and the higher authonties. It is the 
Sanguine hope of the compiler that all those who may have the chance 
of perusing this publication will conjointly or separately sympathise 

with the Jaghirdar for the catastrophe that has submerged him in the 
gulf of sorrow* 

The Compiler^ 



THE HISTOBY OE THE FAMILY. 


CHAPTER I, 

Puclttkofra is an important Hative Stato lying in the extreme sontlx 
of tlie Madras Presidency and ruled over by the Tondiman Chiefs whoni 
history has described as one of ‘‘the oldest and truest allies of tlie Bri^ 
tish in Southern India.” When the Mussiilman rule began to decay 
and yield before the then dawning power of the British, then hotly con« 
tesied by the French, the Tondiman Chief threw himself readily into the 
cause of the British and rendered most substantial services towards the 
establishment of the British power in South India* 

According to tradition, a number of families originally dwelling 
near Tripathy * in the ancient kingdom of Tondamundalam emigrated 
thence, and founded a colony within the tract of country now called 
Piidukota and at the village of Ambukovil—a suburb of Karumbacody 
Firkba attached to Alunkudy Taluq of the State. The chief family was 
known as “ Tondiman ” pi’obably from Tondamundalam. 

Mention is made in papers preserved in the archives of the State 
that ‘‘ Rajah Tondiman Behander is a native hereditary chief, the Prince 
and ruler of an extensive Province. He is a dependent chief, in regard 
to all matters of a political nature, on the British Government to which 
as his liege lord he owes allegiance and Military service. In the inter¬ 
nal management of his Province, he is absolute. He has the power of 
life and death. He enacts laws, establishes Courts of j ustice, Civil and 
Oriminab maintains a considerable Militaiy force, collects his revenues, 
and disposes of them at pleasure, paying no tribute either directly or 
indirectly, through the well deserved kindness and favor of the British 
Government. All his subjects are expressly exempted from the juris¬ 
diction of the British Courts.” 

In the State there are lands of different tenxires and descriptions. Of 
rent-free tenures there are Jaghirs set apart for the support of certain 
branches of the Rajah’s family. Out of the three Jaghirs attached to 
tb© Pudukota State, one was styled the Melaarramanai or the Western 
Palace Jaghir and the other two are called the Chinna An'amanai and 
Manovirti Jaghirs. 



51^0 Western Palace Jaghir, with the exception of the fotir villages 
gi’anted at subsequent periods, as sliewn in the Political Resident, CoL; 
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Blackburno’s statement inserted in the next chapter, was nnconditionally 
granted by the first ruler '(Raghunada Eoi Tondlman^, tlieconnnon an¬ 
cestor of the Tondiman family. exact date of the grant of the Jaghir 
is not known, but it mast have been before 1730, the date of the 
grantor's death. The subjoined genealogical tree traces the descent of 
the present Western Palace Jagliirdar and the present Rajah, from 
their common ancestor, the said Raghunada Boi Tondiman, the first 
ruler of Pudukota. 
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CHAPTER JI. 

The history of the Jaghir fro»i the elate of its grant' to the date of 
its resumption in 1881. 

We have already alIncled to the existence of Jaghirs in the Pudu- 
kota State and particularly referred to the probable date of the grant of 
the Jaghir in question. Of the other fTaghirs it may be briefly noted 
that one known as tlie Ohinna Arrarrmnai Jaglxir was granted for the 
maintenance and support of the family of the brother of the then Puling 
Prince. Accordingly during the late Rajah’s time, it was held by the 
lata Tiruraala Tondiman and after his death it has descended to his sou, 
Balasubramania RaghuuadaTondiman, the present Jaghirdar. The Only 
other Jaghir in existence is called the Manovirti Jaghir. This Jaghir, 
as its name implies, is held as a kind of pin-money by the Ranees of the 
Ruling Prince for the time being. Now if will be seen that the W'^estern 
Palace Jaghir besides beiiig one of long-standing and ancient origin, 
stands on a footing entirely diftereiit from that of the sister Jaghirs. 
While the Ohinna Arramauai and Manovirti Jaghirs; are grants of voiy 
recent Rulers, reBumable at their will and pleasure, theWesterii Pala.ee 
Jaghir has an origin almost ^contemporaneous with that of the Ruling 
family itself. Tdiis fact is paiticularly noteworthy for, it clearly shews 
that the Jaghir has had an independent origin which is a powerful argu¬ 
ment in favor of its continuance, though for various reasons hereafter to 
be detailed, it has been decided that it sliould not exist. 

We give below a detailed statement of the villages constituting the 
Jaghir in its different stages together with the income 

The names of villages and the annual income of the Western Palace 
Jaghir according to the accounts of the Western Palace Cutcherry;— 


1. Varput 


Rs. A. P. 

42/7—10 “8 

2. Tirukolumboor 


3838—3—7 

3. Palakiiruchy... 


1227-12-8 

4. Edayathoor ... 

... 

2917—1-5 

5. Madianoor ... 


5138 4- 10 

6. Poolayoor 


7386—6-—5 

7. Keelayoor 


4536-0—2 

8. Sembattoor ... 


6700-8—11 

9. Vaclakadoo 

•. • 

5425-0—0 

10. Aroombaluin ... 

... 

3612—16—4 


Total Rs... 45,000—0—^0 


The names of hamlets included in the above 

1. Odayalliputty. 2. Permijaney (Madiantilloor.) 

8. Palakudiputty. 4. Kurnarapputty (Tirukalumboor.) 




















Siatoment of Land for Military Service allotted to the ancestors of 
Baja .Govaul Eoya Toiidiman and the Besumptions which took place at , 
differcrit periods. 


Name of tlui ClviefB 

in whovse rcii»ri the 

Land was allofctod. 

Name of tlio 
person re- ' 
ceivlng the 
land. 

1 

, 

The year 

1 

1 

1 

Villages !| 
allotted. 

Value 
n Ohuo- 
krmiis. 

When resum* ^ 
ed and by 
whom. 

Vijia Eagiuiadav 
Boi I'oTidiinau 

• 1 

lia^ja Gopanl 
, '.roiuihuaii 


!, 

Arroonialnni ■ 
Yadayatoor ■ 

.Peruiichauay , 
Miiddianopr ' 
Cliempatidor | 
Putampoor : 

V arput 

TerncoluTiiboor 

Cavhiad- 

punnay 
Terunapoor 

Tope 

A 

•10,630 


Boi Bagnriada 
TondimaiV 

do 

|, 

1769 

iShevalooi* 

jWadhagad 

Nelloo-* 

1 1180 

Kesumed 2 
years after. 

Baja Vijia \ii\r 
gnuada Boi 
Tondiman Ba¬ 
hadur 

Vijia Bagu- 
rada Ton - 
dimSn 

1803 

i 

jShevaloor ’ 

Poolyoor 
Shengaloor 
AYadhagad 

16,180 

iHemiinod in the 

1 yearl8ilaf. 

! ter the death 
[ of the late 
[ Ra. jah Go- 
j paui Tondi- 

1 jnani 

. 1 


According to tlie Administration Report oi the Pudnkota State for 
fiisli 1290 (188R-~82) the aggregate revenue of the resumed Western 


Palace Jagliir was as follows : 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4 

5 . 

6. 


Vadakadu . 
Sembattoor 
Varput 

Tirnlcolumboor 
Bdayathnr.,. 
Aroombahmi 
oor 


S. Keelayoor . . 
9 . Madianoor... 


rotal 


Bs. A. r.. 

Of515—“0- 

7073 — 0—0 
6916-0—0 
47(32—0—0 
3280—0—0 
5482—0—0 
9802—0—0 
5053 — 0—0 
2099—0—0 

50,532—0—0 
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The increase under l.’eeravaput viz., Rs. 27,807 during the succeed¬ 
ing years (as noted in tlte Administration Report) was owing ’ chiefly td 
the permanent money-settlenient of the villages of the resumed Jaghir 
which in the previous year were settled on one year’s lease. Hence the 
income of the Jaghir villages exclusive of the revenue from the 
pagoda villages and of the proposed or expected income under the Inam 
Settlement is nearly Es. 78,339 per annum. 

The first holder of the Jaghir, under the grant, was Raja Gopaula 
Tondinian who died in 1773. The Estate continued to descend lineally 
till 1811 when the then holder died childless. The Jaghir went over, 
in consequence, to his brother Raja Gopala Roi Tondiman who was the 
father of Rhadakristna Tondiman, the present Jaghirdar. 

Before Raja Gopala Roi Tondiman was put in possession of the 
Estate, the question of the alienability of the Jaghir lands by the holder 
for the time being for pui-pose of religious gifts to Brahmins was raised 
and discussed, and in 1813 the following observations on the subject 
were made by Sir William Blackburne, the Resident of tlie time. The 
occasion was a request proceeding from the father of Raja Gopala Roi 
Tondiman. He desii*ed tliat his son should be permitted to build an 
aggraharam. in his name and attach to it certain lands out of his Jaghir 
villages for presentation’to Brahmins. Sir William Blackburne observed 
on this subject, that “ the holders of service tenures have no property in 
the land and cannot alienate a foot of it for any purpose,” because “ to 
permit the alienation for any purpose or advantage of the temporary 
holder would be a breach of the law'and custom and would establish a 
precedent that might be followed by much inconvenience hereafter.” 

As Raja Gopala Roi Tondiman was a minor when he succeeded to 
the Estate in 1811, the Jaghir was under the Sirkar management till 
1828 when it was put unijer his actual control. Meanwhile the Re¬ 
sident Sir William Blacklunie issued a Proclamation in 1820 through¬ 
out the State to the effect that “ persons holding Jaghirs anti otiiar 
grants of laud from the Pudnkota State were only entitled to the usu¬ 
fructuary enjoyment of them and that any alienation whatever, whether 
by sale, piortgage or gift, would not be recognised.” 

Thus by the Resident’s order of 1813 and the Proclamation of 1820, 
the inalienability of the Jaghir was established and when it passed into 
the actual management of Rajagopala Boi Tondiman in 1823, nothing 
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but the right of enjoyment in Mm. In the language of the 

I^nghsh lawj he had only an Estate in, hut jiot an absolute ownership' 
of, the lands. But the said llajagopala Toncliman in the undue exercise 
of his rights as the holder of the Jaghir and in direct contravention of 
the orders passed by the Resident, squandered away tlie ihconie, ran into 
debt, mortgaged the Jaghir lands and borrowed large sums--«ail in pur¬ 
suit of his own extravagance. He gave also certain villages as gifts to 
Brahmins. His son, Badhakristna Tondiman, the present Jaghirdar of 
course was not prepared to put up with the mode of his father’s dealing 
with the Estate. Consequently he began to coniplain to the then Potiti- 
cal Agent, Mr. E, D. Parker, against his father’s extravagance, which 
elicited the, following reply :— 

To, 

Rathakbistna Tondiman Sahib, 

PUDUKOTA. 

Sir, 

In an.swer to j^oiir letter of the 26th July last, I can only express 
my regret that I do not possess the powe^ effectually to prevent the 
extravagance on the part of your father of winch you complaiii. My/ 
remonstrances to which you allnde, have been neglected, and it is not 
clear that I can interfere further. 

I will make enquires, however, and speak to your feiher personally 
when 1 come to Pudukotah. 

MadurUj, \ Your most obedient servant, 

1 st August 1853. J (Signed) R; D. PARKER# 

In 1855 Badhakristna Tondiman moved a second time to the Politi¬ 
cal Agent against his father incurring debts by moifgaging the ihalien- 
able Jaghir villages. His petition was forwarded to the Minister with^ tf^ 
observation that he should move the Rajafr'|o issue a strong injunction 
to Rajagopala Tondiman to refrain from ihddrring more debts, and most 
especially against alienating any, portio]g^|>f his Ja^iir aS Inam. It was 
farther remarked by the Politicar AgenlV Mr, R. B. Parker^ that ^ithe 
credit of the samastanum is mtiiuately c^nnectecl with the conduct of the 
relations of the Rajah, and if the hnputation against Rajagopala Tondl- 
man is true, the circumstances cannot but redeet disgrace on the whole 
family.’’ The Minister was also requested to remonstrate very strongly 
with Rajagopala Tondiman against incurnng debts#/ 




■ H greatly displeased wilh his father^s career, Radlia- 

kristna Tondimau again addressed a letter in 1856 to the Political Agent, 
Mr. R. D. Parker, in which be gave certain specific instances of irds- 
behaviour and pointed out the directions in which reform needed. 
The Political Agent said in reply :~ 

‘^The Sirkele has been requested to report after enquiry and conslde-^ 
ration whether it is possible to retrieve the affairs of the Melarraxnanai 
under sircar inanagemei^t. Radhakristna Tondiman is aware that the 
Political Agent has heard every argument to deter his father from conti¬ 
nuing his career of extravagance. ” 

4th February 1856. (Signed) R. D. Pabkjrjb,^ ' 

Pol. Agent. 

But ho report seems to have been sent in obedience to the Political 
Agent^s direction till 1856 when the death of Rajagopala Tondiman put 
an end to all these troubles and grievances. He left the whole Jaghir 
fully encumbered to the extent of 3 lacs of rupees besides sundry , other 
debts amounting to nearly 60,000 or 70,000 Itl^)ees#^ Immediately after 
his death, his son was made amenable to the jurisdiction of the Local 
.Courts. The privilege of exemption enjoyed by his ancestors from time 

immemorial having boon taken 

Endorsement, 20th June 1857 
“Petitioners are referred to Civil Courts, 

Rathakristna Tondiman being ame¬ 
nable to these; there is no reason for the 
interference of the Acting Political 
Agent for the purpose of compelling 
him to pay his debts. 

Madura. (Signed) R. J. 


Ag. Pol. Agent. 


away, as will he seen from the 
marginally quoted Endorse¬ 
ment the many ol-editors 
commenced to institute legal 


proceedings against the Jaghii>. 
dar for the recovery of their 
debts, and in execution of de¬ 
crees obtained by them, attach¬ 
ed and sold to his great disgrace and annoyance bis personal property in*- 
eluding his household utensiis. The Jaghirdar applied for help to the 
then Political A-gent, Mr. V. H. Levinge. His application I’an thus 

To 

V. H. Levixct, EsQ., 

The Political Agent of Puducottah. 

HoNoann Sxn, 

With great pain and uneasiness of mind, X heg to address these 
Mowing few lines for your kind consideration and orders. 


\ 
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1. My father owed .20^000 Rupees to One M oothoooaroopen Chetty 
voa simple Bond, and the Chetty having instituted a suit against roe as 

repj^esentative, the Court issued a process against me. 

= 2. It is the plaine.st principle of law, that a son cwinnot he hehl res¬ 

ponsible for a debt contracted by his father unless he derived Assets from 
him, and that the Jaghir will not be liable to a debt contracted by one 
under occupation. 

3., As I Mt assured of some ignominy under the hands of this 
tribunal, I entered into a compromise with the defendant which was ac>- 
cordingly confirmed by the Court. It is clear that the Jaghir cannot be 
held answerable for his debts; neither has he left personal property to 
• meet his debts. Under such circumstances, as I am given to understand 
that on the application of the above creditor, the Court Neajosabay has 
issued process for attachment of my personal property, I most snbinissive- 
ly implore your honor’s interference as my hind benefactor and cpiash 
the Proceedings of the Court which is grossly contrary to the rules of 
the British Government. 

As your honor s slightest indifference in the matter will subject me 
to much disgrace, I submissively request your tuiiely notice of this matter 
and to keep me under your protection for ever. 

Jrom this I request that your honor will not eonstrne that I mean 
to avoid payment, though I am not civilly compellable to pay it, yet I 
am conscious I am morally bound to discharge it which I shall do as the 
means in ray hand will permit from the Revenue of my Jaghire in the 
manner advised by yonr honor to Ry, Tirumal Tondiman Sahib. AH I 
request by means of this application is that your honor will point out the 
propriety of not attaching my property on account of a debt contracted 
by my father who left no property of his own to discharge the liabilities. 

For which act of kindness and justice I shall as in duty bound, 

Poodoocottah, Ever pray. 

7th August 1865. (Signodj Rathakeistna Tondiman. 
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Begistered No. 22 of 1865, 

The Political Agent requests the Sirkele will report on this petition. 

(Signed) V. H. Lkvinok, 

17th August 1865. Political x\gent. 


Under the Explanation given by the Sirkele, the Political Agent 
cannot interfere with the process of the Civil Court. 

(Signed) Y. H. LBvmats, 

29th September 1865. Political Agent. 

From the above papers it will appear clearly that the JaghirdaPs 
request for the protection from the process of the Civil Courts was not 
granted, and in this state he continued down to 1872 when one Mr. 
Gordon, an European Merchant, promised to advance loans if the Politi¬ 
cal Agent would make the Jaghir stand security for such loans. The 
Political Agent replied:— 


No. 35. 


PouTicAL Agent’s Office, 
Tanjore, 24th Aug. 1872, 


To 


M. B. By. 


Bathakkistna TondimAN Sahib, 

Pudukotta. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter, dated 21st instant, I have the honor to ob¬ 
serve that whatever arrangements yOu may enter into regarding your 
Jaghir thc^y must be considered to be made on your own responsibility 
only and that the Government is iu nO way bound to recognize such 
arrangements. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) W. M# Cadell, 

Polifioal Agent, 



miSTffy 
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Again a representation was made to the Honorable D. Arbntlmott, 
a former Political Agent, requesting him to direct the Sirkele to take 
charge of the Western Palace Jaghir under his supervision or place it 
under the attachment of the Court, and to allot a fixed allowance for the 
Jaghirdar^s maintenance and apply the amount of the surplus revenues to 
the gradual liquidation of the remaining debts of bis father, but the Poli¬ 
tical Agent declined to comply with the request, stating that he could not 
do so without being previously authorized by a special order of the Go^ 
verninent. As a last cliance, the Jaghirdar made a motion to the Po« 
litical Agent, Mr. J. B. Penninghton. Here comes in the letter add¬ 
ressed to him and the decision of the next Political Agent thereon 
From 

M. II. Ry. Rathakbistna Tokdiman Sahib, 

Puducottah. 

Tc^ 

J. B. PraNlNGUTON EbQ., 

Political Agent for 

Puducottah, 

Sib, 

Being the only cousin to His Excellency the Maha Rajah of Pudu¬ 
cottah Territory and a descendant of the illustrious family held in high es¬ 
teem by the British Government, 1 beg leave to intrude on your valuable 
time with a representation of my grievances hereunder stated for favor¬ 
able redress, and at the same time humbly request that, if necessary, you 
would recommend the case tosthe parental consideration of the Govern¬ 
ment and avert the blow tending to the misery and extinction of myself 
and my descendants. 

1 * That ever since the Courts were established in this Territory, a 
special Ruling tinder the ratification and confirmation of the Political 
Agent, purposing that *'‘the Proprietors of both Malaaramanay and 
Ghinnaaramanay Jaghirs, shall be exempted from the Jurisdiction of 
such Courts,’- had been properly and equitably observed up to the demise 
of my father in 18^6. In support of which, 1 beg to adduce as a proof 
a copy of a Memo, from the tfivU Court to the Appellate Court here 
' dated 4th Jabtiary 1865t 





2* That it may be clearly and distinctly perceived from the racoi’da 
of the Political AgenPs Office in 1852-53 and 54, that on my raising ob¬ 
jections against iny iather\s inoiirring debts an(l alienating his Jaghir 
lands/so strong an animosity existed between bin and me that he was 
very easily persimded to mortgage almost all his Jaghir villages tinder 
lictitious lions and oxectite several other simple bonds of debt of the same 
nature, with the malicious desire of leaving me nothing to maintain my¬ 
self and my dignity with. 

3. That my complaints fo all tl»e Political Agents successively to 
adopt any suitable measures to restrain my father (while alive) from such 
mischij^yous and corrupt course of transactions, and my prayers to 
them (after his demise) to rclfeve me from the oppressive duns and vexa¬ 
tious litigations of my fatlier’s creditors have, up to this time, done niO' 
no good. 

4. Thai all my movables and immovables hereditary (a building 
for my residence excepted by the benign order of the former Political 
Agent, the Honorable D. Arbuthnott) have been already put to public 
auction for the satisfaction of some of the creditors and ray life & happi¬ 
ness have been thus staked. 

5. That a revmiue of nearly 10,000 Rupees of my Jaghir stands 
against me and enjoyed by Brahmins under the title of grants and iny 
endeavours to resume such alienated portions of my Jaghir by lawsaitst 
are overlooked by the Judges, and adverse judgments ale readily pro¬ 
nounced and the aliemhioiis confirmed either under the grounds that my 
cause of action has been barred by lapse of time or under the presumption 
that such alienations might have been made by the Ruling Power. 

6. That whereas this State contains only three Jaghirs nnder the 

denominations of Melaararaanay, Chinnaaramanay, and Manovarty, and 
the latter two are now placed under the immediate management of local 
authorities and the supervision of the Political Agent and thereby attain a 
coiiBiderable improvement and revenue thereof is, with the greatest facili¬ 
ty and ease, collected while the former is entirely left under my self-ma- 
nageinent unsupported by any'authority and unprovided for the guidance 
of its revenue collections and needful improvements and thus this under- 
goes a miserablf) decay and ruin svhile those are in flourishing circums¬ 
tances. ^ 
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That the administration of revenue affairs of the Jagliir under 
my charge, yielding an annual value of 40,000 and odd Rupees, had been 
conducted by my forefathers in an arbitrary and independent manner, 
well calculated in those times, to bring under obedience the stubborn and 
wicked ryots in its villages situated on the titniost frontiers of Madura, 
Trichiaopoly and Tanjore, and where notorious bad characters live and 
where dreadful boundary disputes frequently arise. 

8 . That further^ I beg to express that such an administration is now 
forbidden by the recent introduction of Laws and Regulations wherein 
no formal provisioiivS are provided for the revenue collections and im¬ 
provements of the JcUghirs^ and consequently I am put to much 
inconvenience in conducting the management of my Jaghir affaife with 
any imaginable facility and tranquillity and an immense balance of kists 
outstanding, and the ryots in my Jaghire villages who have well ac¬ 
quainted themselves with the present mode of administration, are inso- 
leritly disobedient to me. 

9. That in consideration of my inability, for the time being, to 
hold the Jaghir affairs under my management, 1 did apply to the Hono¬ 
rable D. Arbuthaott, the former Political Agent, under date the 25th 
August 1874, requesting biin to direct the Sirkele to take my Jaghir too 
and place it either tinder the immediate management of the local autho¬ 
rities and his own supervision, or under the attachment of the Court and to 
allot a fixed allowance for my maintenance and to apply the amount of the 
surplus reveinie to the gradual liquidation of the remaining debts of ray 
father, but he 1ms, to my greatOvst misfortniie, declined to comply with 
iny request under the idea that he cannot do so without being previously 
authorized by a special order of the Goverument. 

10. That I, therefore, under the circumstances above described 
respectfully pray your honor would be so merciful as to order the Jaghir 
under my management to he taken and placed under the management of 
the local authorities, and your supervision as in the case of the other two 
Jaghirs and to adopt such measures as will ensure its improvements 
in all respects, which act of charity shall ever protect me and my des¬ 
cendants from all sufferings that awoitus. 


I beg to remnin, 

Huimred Sir, 

YOur nu).st olwMjiont servant, 


Tbichinopoly, 


30th Decenibar 187 4. (Signed) ak histna Tondiman Sahib» 


miSTffy. 
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No. 233. 

Political Agent's Office, 

’ Trichinopoly, 21 st August 187 5, 

To 

M.E.Ey. * 

RathAKK iSTNA ToNomAK Sahib, 

Pudulcottai. 

Sir, ■ 

With reference to your letter, dated 30th December 1874,1 have the 
honor to state, that the Government has once declined to resume the Jaghir 
lands of the late Trimal Tondiman Sahib without the consent of the cre¬ 
ditors. Your present request being an identical one, I regret to say that 
1 am iimible to comply with it, 

I have the honour to he, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) H. Sewell, 

Political Agent, 

With reference to that portion of the Political Agent’s reply in 
connection with the Chinna Arramanai Jaghir, it should be observed that 
there is no analogy between the circumstances under which the request 
for taking over the management by the Sirkar or granting other appro¬ 
priate relief proceeded in the two cases. While in the case of the Chinna 
Arramanai there was express disobedience and neglect of warning from 
Government against contracting debts without payitig any portion there¬ 
of, in that of the Mella Arramanai on the other hand there has been no 
indifference to warning from any direction. Moreover, by way of usu¬ 
fructuary enjoyment the creditors had by that time realised a considera¬ 
ble portion of their dues. Couseqtiently the Jaghirdar resolved upon 
appealing to the Government of Madras directly for redress which had 
been sought for in vain at the hands of several Political Agents. To 
carry out his resolution he took a trip to Madras, paid a visit to His 
Excellency the Duke of Buokingham and Chandos, the Governor of 
Madras, and represented all his grievances and prayed for relief from the 
most ©ihbarrassing circumstanees. In obedience to His Excellency’s 




instruction, the Jaghlrdar submitted a potition setting forth 
his grievances. This was the first petition addressed to the Government 
of Madras, which is hereimder transcribed;-*— 

To 

ThK MOST KOBLE BICHABD PLAOTAC4ENET 
CAMPBELL, TEMPLE, KOQENTy BBTO 

CHANDOS, GRENVILLE, DUKE OF 

BUCKINGHAM AND CHANDQS, 

G. G. S. I, 0. I. E., 

OOVKBNOB AND PBESIDENT IN COUNCIL, 

EOET ST* O-EORaE. 

The bumble petition presented by Sri Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 
the present holder of the Mela Arainanay Jagbire, in the Territory of 
Pudookotta. 

Most Respectfully She WETH, 

That Yotir Grace’s luimble Petitioner is a direct lineal descendant 
from the inost ancient and illnatrlous Royal family of Pudookotta and is 
the only cousin to His Excellency the reigning Sovereign. That the 
ancestors of the PetItionev have from time immemorial enjoyed certain 
privileges, honors, and dignities peculiar to their rank and position, and 
that they were on account of their high descent exempted in all Civil 
proceedings from the jurisdiction of the Local Trilnmals, and that they 
were further allawecl for their support and maintenance to enjoy a Jag- 
hire usually styled Melaaramvnay 3 being an appurtenance of the 
Pudookotta State. 

2 . That in the State of Pudookotta there exist at present only 
three Jaghires continued to the Royal Members of the family, 
iiramanay to which the Petitioner is entitled, Chmmammanay mA Ma-- 
nomrihy. The latter two are under the immediate management of local 
authorities and the supervision of the Political Agent, although there exist 
members of the Royal family, who are respectively entitled to hold and 
manage the same. That under such careful supervision and mano-gement, 
the said two Jaghires are in a most prosperous condition, Kists are col¬ 
lected wdth the greatest facility and ease, and after defraying the necessary 
expenses of management, the balance Is handed over to the persons 



entitled to receive the same, and in this way large accumulations of 
money ha ve annually been made. 


3. But with regard to the Melaaramanay Jaghire which had conti¬ 
nued undertime management and control of the Petitioner’s ancestors, the 
affairs were most deplorable* The Petitioner’s ancestors denved no help 
whatever from the State, although repeated applications had been made 
for the same. The tenants having found that the State authorities were 
not on friendly terms with the Petitioner’s ancestors and were nnwilling 
to render any assistance to the latter, withheld all payments of Teerva 
and continued to enjoy their respective holdings setting at defiance the 
orders issued from time to time by the Petitioner’s ancestors in respect 
of the said Jaghire. 

4. That the Petitioner’s father who had last hold the Jaghire in 
question contracted large debts for purposes most unnecessary and extra¬ 
vagant to the extentof lacs of Rupees and rented out almost all the por¬ 
tions of the Jaghire to the creditor.s to cover the interest on the said debts 
although the said Jaghire is from its very nature inalionable fas appears 
from the document marked A) and was originally granted for the sole 
support of the members of the Petitioner’s lamily and to enable them to 
maintain their royal status and dignity. Your Grace’s humble Petitioner 
first mildly remonstrated against the acts of his father who was incurring 
heavy debts, but having found all such efforts proved aWtive, the Petir 
tioner was obliged to bring the same to the notice of the Political Agent. 
The records in the Political Agent’s Office for the years 1852-53-54 would 
abundantly show that the Petitioner had made several oomidaints to the 
almost all of the Political Agents against the reckless and lavish expendi¬ 
ture of his father, urgently requesting the said officers to adopt proper 
and legal measures to restrain his father from pursuing such a licentious 
and mischievous course of life and relieve the Petitioner, and his i.ssue, 
fi’om the vexations and oppressive litigation of his father’s creditors and 
finally to preserve the ancient Jaghire of Melaaramanoy from being 
swallowed up by the creditors. 

5. The petitioner’s father having been well convinced that all the 
Petitioner’s applications to the local authorities to restrain his father from 
incurring debts were not attended to, and that the Political Agent and 
the Sirkele did not show any willingness on their part to help the Peti¬ 
tioner, became more emboldened and with a strong feeling of animosity 
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against the Petitioner, comuaenced to alienate the villages attached to 
the Jaghire partly by renting them out to the creditors ter long terms of 
years to cover the interest due on their debts and partly by gifts in the 
shape of Sbrothriums and Inam?, &c* 

6 . That the Petitioner’s father died in 1856 leaving the whole Jag- 
hir fully encumbered to the extent of 3 lacs of Rupees besides sundry 
other debts to the extent of nearly 60,000 or 70,000 Rupees^ 

7 . That immediately after the demise of the Petitioner’s father, the 
Palace authorities all on a sudden and without assigning any reason 
whatever issued orders depriving the Petitioner of the privilege of exemp¬ 
tion from the jurisdiction of the local tribunals and rendered him ame¬ 
nable to be sued in the said Courts. 

8 . That thereupon the many creditors of the Petitioner’s father 
commenced to institute legal proceedings against the Petitioner for the 
recovery of their debte, and in execution of decrees obtained by them 
attached and sold to the great disgrace and detriment the personal pro¬ 
perty of the Petitioner including his household utensils. 

9 . That Your Grace’s Petitioner has now been reduced to the most 
embarrassed circumstances and his Jaghire is in the hands of his father’s 
creditors and his personal property is every day being attached in execu¬ 
tion of decrees aud he cannot procure any help from the local authorities, 
although he had frequently appealed to their mercy. 

10. That Your Grace’s humble Petitioner tried to recover several 
lands including the Village Paroonjuna attached to the Jaghire yielding 
nearly 10,000 Rupees per annum, alienated by his deceased father and 
others ih favor of* their own dependents and favourites. But he was told 
by the local tribunals that his claims in respect thereof were either 
barred by lapse of time or invalid on the unfounded presumption that 
the said alienations have been made by the ruling powers. 

11 . That in this state of affairs it is almost impossible for Your 
Grace’s Petitioner to enter into any amicable adjustment with his father’s 
creditors who are in the enjoyment of the incomes of the Jaghire Villages. 
The usufruct of the said villages must have by this time, as will appear 
from the following Memorandum of an account, fully satisfied the debts 
with all the interes^t due thereon.. It is impossible for the Petitioner to 
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get triiQ and accurate accounts from the said creditors, and unless the 
Political Agent or the Palaco authorities interfere on Petitioner’s behalf 
and commence to make hotia fide enquiries interposing their authority, 
the Petitioner’s creditors would not produce true accounts of the produce 
of the villages in their respective enjoyment and come to any reasonable 
or equitable terms. The following is a memorandum of an account pre- 
pared by the petitioner showing the amount of debts secured on the Jag- 
hir and the approximate income enjoyed by the creditors. 

MEMORANDUM. 
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Name of Villages 
attached to 
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1 

Sembafctoor ... 

90,000 

■I 

6,000 ! 

50 

3,00,000 


2. 

Vadagadoo ... 

40,000 

6,000 

50 

3,00,000 


3 

Arimbalam ... 

40,000 

4,800 

45 

2,16,000 


4 

Madeanoor ... 



40 




29,000 

4,800 

j 

25 

1,20,000 

n 

5 

Tirukalamboor 


ce 

6 

Varuputt ... 

40,000 

3,500 

40 

1,40,000 

o 

7 

Palakurichy 

18,000 

1,500 

i 35 

[ 

52,500 


8 

Odayalipatty 

13,000 

1,500 

; 20 

30,000 


9 

Ptilyoor 

20,000 

1,500 

25 

37,500 


10 

Keilayoor ... ... 

10,000 

700 

25 

17,500 




1 300,000 

1 

30,300 

1 

1 - 

12,1.3,500 


The villages marked 9 and 10 yield annually Rupees 9,000 out of 
which the Petitioner gets Rupees 0,800 and the balance sum of Rupees 
2,200 is paid for the satisfaction of interest due on their debts. 

The village of Paroonjenai and certain other lands yielding an an¬ 
nual income df 10,000 Rupees were given away by the Petitioner’s father 
about 50 years ago to the relations of the Sirkele and others who have 





















since in the enjoyment of the same without any payment of rent,. 
&e #5 to the Petitioner, 

12 , The aforesaid Memorandttm clearly shows tliat the amount of 
debts secured on the Jaghire in question is Enpees 3,00,000 and adding 
to it the amount of personal debt of Eupoes 75,000, the total amonnt of 
debt is 8,75,000. Now allowing for interest an amount equal to the 
principal more than which the creditors cannot recover under Hindu 
La\v, the total sum of principal and interest cannot exceed Rupees 
7,50,000. To this lot a sxim of 5 kcs of Eiipeos be added on account of 
repairs, improvements and establishment charges, &c., at the rate of 
10,000 Rupees per annnra. The grand total of all these items amounts 
to Rupees 12,50,000 leaving still a balance of nearly 4 lacs of Rupees in 
the Petitioner’s favor, 

13. That although Your Grace’s humble Petitioner is not under 
any legal obligation to discharge the aforesahl heavy amount of debts 
most recklessly and extravagantly incurred by biis father and though the 
ancestral Jaghire cannot be made liable for the same, still it is not for 
one moment the object of Your Grace’s bumble Petitioner to .defraud the 
said Creditors. But being persecuted and annoyed by the creditors who 
have as aforesaid got their debts fully discharged by the usufruct of the 
villages in their enjoyment and finding no sort* of assistance whatever, 
either from the Political Agent or from the Palace authorities, Your 
Grace’s Petitioner most humbly begs to represent his grievances to Your 
Grace in council fully trusting that Yonr Grace would relieve him from 
his present misfortune and restore the ancient dignity and status of his 
Royal family, 

14. That Your Grace’s bumble Petitioner presented a petition on 
30th August 1874 to Mr. Penninghton, the Political Agent, fully setting 
forth the aforesaid particulars and praying for his interference in this 
matter as appears by a copy of his petition annexed. But Mr. Sewell, 
his successor in office, passed an order on 21.st August 1875, that he was 
unable to comply with the Petitioner’s request inasmuch as the Govern¬ 
ment had declined to take up the management of the Chinnaarramanay 
Jaghir when its late holder Tirumalai Tondiman Sahib had been 
similarly pressed by his creditors. H^re Your Grace’s Petitioner 
begs to represent that his case is quite different from the case quoted 
by Mr.. Sewell as authority for bis non-interference. In the case 


of Tirumalai Tondiman Sahib the debts were contracted by himself even 
after a. striet warning from the Madras Government enjoining him not to 
contract any debts; farther he had conti'cacied enormous debts to the 
extent of 41 lacs of liupees within a short period ,of4 years and not 
a single pie of the said debts wavS discharged either from the Usufruct of 
his Jaghir or otherwise. In that state of affairs the'Madras Government 
had very properly held that they could uot render any aid to the said 
Tirumalai Tondiman Sahib (Vide Proceedings of the Madras Govern-* 
ment, Political Department, 10th March 1869.) .Even the said Chinna- 
Arramanay Jaghir is now under the iiiauagement of the Palace authorities 
and it is now in a very flourishing state without any let or molestatiou 
on the part of the creditors. 

15. For these foregoing reasons Your Grace’s humble Petitioner 
most respectfully craves that your Grace in Council may be pleased.to 
direct the Political Agent or the Sirkele with the aid of the Palace autho* 
rities to resume the immediate management of the entire Jaghir, to make 
a full and hona enquiry into the character, validity, and amount of 
the present existing debts and to ascertain whether or nol the whole 
amount of the said debts have been fully liquidated from the income of 
the tJaghir and if there exist any balance, to have the same paid off at 
a fixed rate annually from the income of the Jaghir, and hand over the 
remainder for the maintenance and support of the Petitioner and his 
family. 

Your Grace’s humble Petitioner further craves that he and his pos¬ 
terity may he exempted from tlie jn risdietion of the local Civil Tribunals, 
a privilege enjoyed by his ancestors from time immemorial and withheld 
from the Pfetitioner in the absence of any justifiable cause or reason. 

For wdiich act of kindness Your Grace’s humble Petitioner, as in 
duty bound, 

Sha^l Ever Pray. 

(Signed) BATjfiAKRisTNA Tondimak Sahib. 
Madras, 28th April 1880. 

In forwarding the above petition for the Political Agent’s report, 
the Government observed in its order of 1880 that the matter ought to 
be thoroughly investigated into for the reasons that the Jaghir, having 
been assigned to a particular branch of the Rajah’s family for the maiqr 


and tip-keep of its a^tatus, was inalienable and that even in ordi-, 
iiary Hindu families the son is not in any way bound by the debts of hie 
fetlier unless they weflte necessarily incurred for some indispensable fami¬ 
ly purpose or religious duty. Upon the receipt of an order from the 
Government through the Political Agent, the Minister Mr. A. SasMah; 
Bastri called upon the petitioner to furnish him with answws to Ms 
queries embodied in the Vernacular Yadhast, a free translation of which 
is hereunder given:— 

Pudookottai Sirkele^s Office. 
17th July 1880, 

From 

, The Honobable A. Sashia Sastrial, o, s. i.^ 

Sirkele of Pudookottai. 

To 

M. R.By. 

Sri Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 



&c., 

&c., 

&0.^ 

Sir, 





I have the honor to inform you that Phave received a letter from 
Ry. Political Agent’s Office, directing me to submit a detailed report 
upon your Memorial to the Government, dated 28th April 1880, and 
therefore I request you to furnish me with the following particulars. 

Hamely. 

1. What are the villages now in the enjoyment of the creditors 
being mortgaged td'them by your father during his life-time to cover 
the interest of the debts contracted by him. 

2 . Have you renewed the bonds executed by your father acknow¬ 

ledging to pay the old debts? was there any Civil action upon them (old 
debts) or have you received any additional loan from your father’s cre¬ 
ditors at the same time renewing the deeds executed to them by your 
father.^ . 

3* Hare you exclusive of the old tlebts contracted new debts either 
by executing simple bonds or by mortgaging the Jagbir Villages or jK)r- 


tions of lands. If so, how muchf What was the necessity for this? and 
bow was it spent ? 

4, What are the villages now in your enjoyment for the niamte- 
nance of your family, and what is the annual income of the same ? 

I request you to furnish me with these informations as early as 
possible. 

(Signed) A. Sashia Sastry, 

Sirkele. 

Here is the substance of the Jaghirdar’s Yadhast of 6th September 
1880 sent in reply to the Sirkele. The officers of the Western Palace 
Cutcherry were ordered to prepare different statements touching the par¬ 
ticulars called for in the Sirkele’s Yadhasi as well as a separate statement 
specifying or purporting what amount or how much the different 
creditors had received from the income of the respective village^ in 
their possession in satisfaction of the principal and interest. After a thorough 
perusal and careful examination of 55 years’ accounts of the Jaghir, the 
oificers transmitted the different statements prepared by them. These 
statements shewed that an income of Rs. 9,30,244 exclusive of all legiti¬ 
mate charges of collection had been enjoyed by all the mortgagees for 
the debt of Rs. 3,69,383—3—-0. It will thus be seen that more than 
treble the amount of debt had been realised by the creditors concerned. 
Though the minister was apparently satisfied wdth the accounts of the 
Jaghirdar as to the means by which the creditors had satisfied themselves 
and though he was fully convinced that the Jaghirdar had been driven 
to the painful necessity of renewing bis father’s debts by unavoidable 
circumstances that had sprung from the removal of the long-privileged 
exemption from the jurisdiction of the Civil tribunals, yet he proposed 
the permanent resumption of the Jaghir as an act of State and the settle¬ 
ment of a money-pension for ever on the Jaghirdar’s family as well as 
for the retention of the honors and the titles appertaining to the holder 
of the Western Palace Jaghir and also for his exemption from the jurist 
diction of the local civil tribunals. ^ \ 

The Gevernment in its proceedings dated 12th January 1881 gene¬ 
rally agreed with the Political Agent who echoed the views expressed by 
the Sirkele, and directed that the amount of monthly pension which was 
proposed to be substituted for the Jaghir afeould be reported. 
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1 further observed by GoVernmeut that the Jaghirdar’s Imbi*^ 

lities Buist have been satisfied many times over by the usufruct of the 
villages and there was therefore no equitable objection to their being dis¬ 


allowed further consideration. The suggestions and proposals of the 
Sirkele remained secret until the Jaghirdar was roused by a D. 0. letter 
which is reprodua^d below 


3 ~ 2-^81 



My Dear Sir, 

To prevent needless publicity, I write in English. In connection 
with your Memorial to Go vei^nment on which I had the honor of report¬ 
ing sometime ago, Government have called for detailed information re¬ 
garding the nivsecured debts amounting to Es. 32,000. Will you oblige 
ine with a statement showing these debts in detail with particulars as to 
date of Bond, date of Decree, Principal, Interest, Court Cost, and what 
for the debt was contracted? 

In the event of a pension being substituted for the Jaghir, f am 
directed to report the amount of such pension. The so-calkd pension 
wiWyl'pfent^M^ take the form of a regular Schedule providing: 

(1) For the ordinary Table expen.sos from month to moiith, the 
wages of Palace Guards, gardeners, private domestic servants 
(such as cooks, attendants, male and female sweepers.) , 

(2) The atmual expenses for feasts, anniversaries, also wardrobe. 

("3) Upkeep of carriages, horses and bullocks. 

(4) Palace inferior establishment, such as Steward, or Manager^ 
Goomaslah, Shroff, Teachers for the Sons, &c. 

(5) Pocket allowances to Jaghirdar, the ladies and the sons and 
any near relatives, such as sisters, &c* 

The proposed expenditiire under all these heads should be on a 
^ery moderate scale so as to leave ample margin for extraordinary char¬ 
ges, feucli afe— 


Marriages, 

Eepairs of Palace, 

Purchase of carriages and horses, 

Do. Furniture, and other contingencies which need no 
mention. 


misr/fy 
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Tho sooner you furuish me with the inforinatiotr l want, the sooner 
I shall bo enabled to lay iny report beforo the Political Agent. 

Yours sincerely, 
fSignedd A. Sashiah Sastei. 

In reply the Jaghirdar, after regretting his inability from want of 
proper information to give an accurate statement of his unsecured debts 
proceeded to observe thus:— 

My Dear Sir, 

Your demi-official lefter of 3rd instant reached me in due time and 
I understood its contents. 

With regard to the first point of your letter, I regret to say that I 
am not in a position to furnish you with as many-particulars as desired 
by you, still I have herewith sent a statement regarding the nnsecured 
debts, containing only such particulars as could he gathered from the 
records in my possession. 

As for the second point, I want to inform yon that the Jaghir in 
(piestion will, if properly managed, give above 50,000 Es. against 
Es. 45,000 (its present income). Therefore I have prepared and sent 
herewith, as desired by you, a-temporary Schedule of necessary annual 
•expenses according to the present state of circumstances, sparing a de¬ 
cent portion of the proceeds for extraordinary expenses and fully hoping 
that I would be allowed to add or subtract in course of time as the urgent 
wants of myself and my family may dictate. I request you to lay this 
with your report before the Political Agent without giving room for 
unnecessary alterations. 

Further, I request you to have thq kindness of mentioning in your 
report that the present arrangements should not affect the long standing 
tenure of my being a Jaghirdar, that the honors and privileges pertain¬ 
ing to my position should continue to me according to the mamool, 
and further that the interests of the minor sous in the Jaghir should 
not in any way he jeopardized. In conclusion, I want to say that I am 
perfectly confident of meeting with a substantial good to myself and 
my posterity in your bejiign administration of this State. 


11—2—81. 


(Signed) Eathakeisina Tondiman Sahib. 






The temporary schedule, referred to iu the above letter raft as 


follows:— 

1. Anuual Feasts ... ... • Rs- 1)170 

2. Anniversaries ... ... ••• ^®0 

3. Wardrobe to the w'hole tamily per annum ... 1,440 

4. Annual Table expensas ... ••• ... 7,830 

5. Annual Stable expenses ... ... ' 2,040 

6. bomestio establishment ... ... ... 3,174 

7. Public establishment ••• ... ••• 3,486 

8. Pocket allowances to the Jaghirdar & other members 7,320 

9. Cutcherry establishment ... ... 1,500 

10. Pagoda expenses ... ••• 1,450 

11. Marahmut charges ... ... - - 200 


TolalRs... 30,000 

Along with the submission of the above schedule, the Jaghirdar 
pointed out that if the intended resumption be absolute, it would work 
prejudicially against tire interests of his minor sous and also prayed that 
any arrangement which the Government might be pleased to make 
should not affect the interests of his sons who were no parties to it. A 
momoriul on this subject was also submitted to the Government of 
Madras in which the undesirability of tli'e absolnte resumption was point¬ 
ed out. The memorial is copied below 

To His bxOBLtBNOr 

Thb Sight Honoeablb Wii.liam PAmcic Adam, m. p. 

GOVKUNOB AND PRESIDENT IN COUNCIL, 

POET ST. GEORGE. 

The humble petition of Sbi Radhakeistna Tondiman Sahib, the 
present holder of the Melaaramanay Jaghir in the Territory of Pndu- 
cottah. 

Most Respeotfcllt Shewets, 

That your honor’s humble Petitioner presented a memorial to this 
Honorable Government on the 28th April 1880 fully setting forth all his 
grievances and praying for the interference of this benign Government 
on his behalf. 



Thai among the reliefs prayed for in the said memorial, the two most 
important ones are (1) that the Political Agent or the Sirkele, wdth the 
aid of the Palace authorities, may be directed to resume the iramediate 
management of the Petitioner’s entire Jagliir, to make a full and 

enquiry into the character, validity and amount of the present exist¬ 
ing debts and to ascertain whether or not the whole amount of the said 
debts have been fully liquidated from the income of the Jaghir and if there 
exist any balance, to have the same paid oif at a fixed rate annually 
Irom the income of the Jaghir and hand over the remainder for the 
maintenance and support of the Petitioner and his family ; (2) that the 
Petitioner and his posterity may be exempted from the jurisdiction of the 
local civil tribunals. 

That after a careful perusal of the said memorial, this Honorable 
Government was pleased to direct the Political Agent to enquiry into the 
truth of the facts stated therein and submit a report. The Political 
Agent in his turn referred the whole matter to the Honorable Sirkele; 
the latter Officer, with his usual and accustomed vigilance and impartia-* 
lity, made a full and searching enquiry into the nature, validity and 
amount of debts with which the Petitioner’s Estate now stands encum¬ 
bered and submitted an elaborate report. 

That your honor’s Petitioner had been informed that both the Poli¬ 
tical Agent and the Sirkele were satisfied on enquiry that all the secured 
creditors have been, satisfied many times over by the usufruct of the 
villages mortgaged to them and tliat the unseenred debts, the amount of 
which is comparatively small, were inciuTed in consequence of the Palace 
Authorities having improperly withheld the usual payments to the Peti¬ 
tioner on account of his marriage, &c. 

That on a perusal of the printed ‘‘ Yadast ” submitted by the Peti¬ 
tioner to the Honorable Sirkele on the 6th September 1880, it mil be 
evident to your honor that almost all the secured debts, and a major 
portion of the unsecured debts have been contracted by the Petitioner’s 
father for immoral and illegal purposes and that a small quantum of the 
latter was incurred by the Petitioner for his necessary and unavoidable 
expenses. Your honor’s Petitioner might have, according to Hindu 
liaw and usage of the country, repudiated all his father’s debts, on his 
father’s death, and entered into po.ssession of the Jaghir free from all 
oncumhranoes; but the Palace Authorities having then, all on a sudden 


Efid witbout any reason, deprived tbe PetitioiiGr of tbe privilege of ex¬ 
emption from the jurisdiction of the local tribunals and rendered him 
amenable to be sued in the said Courts, the creditors of the Petitioner’s 
fablier commenced to harass the petitioner by instituting against him 
legal proceedings and taking out execution of decrees passed against 
him, and your honor’s Petitioner was therefore compelled to renew his 
father’s debt—bonds and thus entangle himself into the inextricable 
snares of his oppressive creditors. 

That your honor-8 Petitioner was further informed that the Politi¬ 
cal Agent and the Honorable Sirkele have also recorainonded that the 
memorialist and his posterity should be exempted from the jurisdiction 
of the local civil tribunals, a privilege that had been enjoyed by the 
Petitioner’s ancestors from time iinmemoriah That there exists only one 
more circumstance in respect whereof Your Petitioner was given to un- 
derstanc? that the Honoroble Sirkele recouimended that the Petitioner’s 
Jaghir should be resumed as an Act of State and that a 

suitable pension may be settled for ever on the Petitioner’s family. Yoxir 
honor will perceive that this is not the nature of the relief prayed for by the 
Petitioner. The Jaghir in question' was originally granted several years 
ago to the ancestors of the Petitioner, on the ground of their having 
been the lineal descendants of an ancestor of the present reigning family . 
The records Connected with this case unquestvmuldy establish the usage 
of the country that, on the death of a Jaghirdar, his successor takes the 
Estate free of all encumbrances created by his predecessor j that the debts 
with which the Jaghir was encumbered at the time of the Petitioner’s 
succossion thereto had been incurred by the former incumbent for illegal 
and immoral purposes; and that although the Petitioner acknowledged 
by his so-called imprudent act under pressure of necessity and want 
his liability to pay his father’s illegal and immoral debts, still the. Peti¬ 
tioner’s two minor sons who are aged 15 and 15 respectively, can, under 
Hindu Law and custom of the country, repudiate all these debts and 
resume the Jaghir free of all encumbrances, when their right of succes¬ 
sion to the Estate accrues. 

Your honor’s humble Petitioner, therefore, humbly craves to submit 
that if the benign Government accept the recommendation of the Honor¬ 
able Sirkele in and direct the permanent resumption of the Jaghir 

as an Act of Stale, your Petitioner’s minor sons and their posterity will 
be most severely punished for the sins, of the Petitioner and his father 
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_ .j precluded for over from asserting tlieir legal claiiua to the Jagh 

which they un(^uestionahly possess; as the lineal descendiints of the most 
ancient and illustrious Royal family of I’nducotta. Further your honor 
is well aware that the permanent resumption of the Jaghir from the Peti¬ 
tioner and his family lowers them much in the estimation of the people and 
the other members of the Royal family and deprive them of the personal 
service, &c., now rendered by the people in the Jaghir notwitlistanding 
that the creditors are in possession and enjoyment. Your Petitioner 
also apprehends that he would be stigmatized tor ever by his minor sons 
and posterity as the most sinful and unworthy descendant of the noble 
family in having hronght about the permanent loss of their most ancient 
and hereditary Jaghir. » 

Your honor’s huinble Petitioner, therefore, craves that your honor, 
after a merciful consideratiou of all the circumstances connected with the 
Petitioner’s case, may be pleased not to direct the permanent resumption of 
the Petitioner’s Jaghir as recommended by the Sirkole but grant hiiti 
either the redress prayed for in his original petition or any thing else which 
your honor may consider just and proper without depriving his minor 

sons and posterity of their legal right to succeed to the Jaghir after the 
Petitioner’s lifetime. 

For which act of kindness, your Excellency’s humble Petitioner, as 

in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

(Signed) Rathakbistna Tonotmak Sahib. 

TRiosiNOBOLy, 6th hlay 1881. 

The Political Agent for warded on the 9th Hay 1881 the memoria] to 
His Excellency the Governor, enclosing the copy of a letter from the Sir- 
kele of Pudnkota and reported that the memorialist’s request that the 
resumption should be temporary only to last, during his lifetime could 
not be eutertaineilT The ?5irkele wrote to say that either the aftairs of 
the Jaghirdar must remain in statu quo or the Jaghir be resumed by an 
act of state and a money-pension assigned for the support of the family, 
that a temporary resumption or management simply to pust the cre¬ 
ditors who were in usufructuary enjoyment for the sake of the Jaghirdar 
and his family would in his opinion he unjustifiable and unjust to the 
creditors holding the, bonds of the Jaghirdar, and that the question as to 
the right of the Jaghirdar’s sons succeeding to the Estate on his death 
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determined by Inglier authority. It was sad to observe that, 
prior to the receipt of the memorial from the Political Agent’s Office, 
the Grovernment had already issued orders under date, 14th May 1881, 
approving and sanctioning the proposals of the Minister embodied in the 
communication that transpired with reference to the Jaghirdar’s prayers 
contained in the first petition of 20th April 1880 addressed to Govern¬ 
ment 

Prooeodings of the Madras Government 
Order—14th May 1881, No. 261. 

I.—The Mella Arramanay Jaghir shall be resumed absolutely 
and the Jaghirdar be granted in lieu an annual pension according to a 
Schedule of ordinary expenses aggregating in round numbers Ks. 15,000 
a year, the State aoceptiug the obligation of providing suitably for rea- 
eonable extraordinary expenses, the arrangement being made in perpetuity 
as provision for this branch of the family. 

II. — The Jaghirdar or Head of the Mella Arramanay branch be 
exempted from the jurisdiction of the Civil Oourt 

HI.—The State will in consideration of its resumption of the 
Jaghir, and with reference to the future results of improved management, 
entertain hereafter the question of the unsecured claims against the 
Jaghirdar, but solely as an act of grace. 

2. On the further conditions that the continued provision of a 

suitable residence for the Jaghirdar and the continuance to him of the 
usual ceremonial honors be conceded and the Government approve and 
sanction the proposed settlement. > 

3. The Sirkele’s conduct of the matter is as usual most creditable 
to him. 

It was after the receipt of this G. 0. the Jaghirdar happened to 
receive another order passed on the 9tb June 1881 in reply to the second 
memorial dated 6th May 1881 referred to above. The G. 0. ran thus:- 

“The Government see no reason for withdrawing their approval of 
the arrangement already proposed which has commended itself to them 
as suitable and considerate,” 





We have now traced the origin and history of the Jaghir from its 
very commencement to its total extinction as such. We have narrated 
in sufficient details the various stages at which the interference of the 
Political Agent as Representative of the British Government w^as sought 
to relieve the distressed member of the Kuller aristocracy. We have 
also described how it came to pass that a request fpr relief culminated in 
the permanent extinction of the Estate as a separate factor. In the next 
Chapter we propose to treat our readers to a careful and interesting 
narration of the many persevering attempts made by the Jaghirdar to 
get the order which discontinued the Jaghir cancelled. 

But it may be appropriate in this place to state clearly the basis on 
which the Jaghirdar’s case stood at the time of the absolute resumption. 
Briefly stated, both the Sirkele and the Political Agent were of opinion 
that it was not equitable to allow the Jaghir Villages in the hands of the 
creditors of the Jaghirdarfather^ for, they had already satisfied them¬ 
selves as mortgagees, that, beyond the fact of renewal by the Jaghirdar 
of his father’s bonds, he was himself personally guilty of no extravagance, 
and that the debts newly contracted by him were only debts of necessity 
incurred at a time when he was deprived of the legitimate income of his 
Jaghir. Though aware of all these, the arrangement the two function¬ 
aries proposed to carry out Was one which affected not the Jaghirdar 
alone, but also his descendants in perpetuity. Therein lay the injustice 
of the measure and in that were to be found the germs for the complaint 
of the Jaghirdar. What these were and how they developed and pro¬ 
gressed in the successive stages will be described in the next Chapter. 

CHAPTER. IIL 

Subsequent attempts at cancellation of the order of the permanent 
resumption of the Jaghir. 

Keenly alive to the injustice he will be committing to his posterity 
by allowing this absolute resumption to stand unimpeached and firmly 
believing in the strength of his claims, the Jaghirdar, though in narrow 
circumstances, submitted a memorial to the Government of Madras 
through his Counsel, Mr. W. Grant. This memorial was signed by the 
Jaghirdar and his two wives. The chief request therein contained was 
that the order of the permanent resumption of the Jaghir should be re¬ 
vised. The parts relating to the question of resumption are hereunder 
extracted from the memorial dated 10th February 1884;— 
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His KXOEIjLKKOT THE EIGHT 

MOUNTSTUABT ELFHINSTONE GBANT-DUFF, T3* 

* GOVEBNOR IN COGNCTlL, 

FORt ST. GHORGB, 

MADRAS. 

The humble Memorial of I^bi RathakristNa Tondiman Sahib ^ of 
the Melaararnamy JaghiT in the Territory of his ExceHenoy the Rajah 
of Piidncottah and of Kamalambal Ayee and Shbbammal AYRHi His 
Wives, 

Most RKSFECTFULLt She WETH: — 

1. That the above named Sri R-athakidstna Tondiman Sahib is a direct 
lineal descendant of lae ancient and illnstrions Royal family of Pndncottali 
and is the only cousin of His Excellency the reigning ereign. His 
ancestors have from time immemorial enjoyed privileges^ honors and 
dignities peculiar to their rank and position and were exempted in all 
civil proceedings from the jurisdiction of the local tribunals. 

2. That the Jaghir of Melaaranianay which was an appurtenance 
of the Puducottah State was set apart for the maintenance ^nd support 
of this branch of the Puducottah family and has been so enjoyed by the 
fiimily and its Retainers for many years. Bach successive Jaghirdar has 
been regarded as a temporary holder entitled to enjoyment for life of the 
Jaghir without power of alienation by sale, mortgage, or gift, to the pre¬ 
judice of, or so as to be binding upon, his successor. The Jaghir consists 
of about a dozen groups of villages and the annual revenue of the Jag¬ 
hir has been estimated at between Rs. 40 and Rs. 50 thouvsand. 

3. When the father of the above named Sri Rathakristna Tondi- 
man Sahib (hereinafter called your Petitioner) died in 1856, he left debts 
which have been estimated as amounting to Es. 2,98,761 of which Bs. 
1,78,535 w'ere secured on mortgage of nearly the whole Jaghir lands and 
Rs. 1,20,226 were unsecured except by promissory notes and the pledge 
of jewels, 

4. In the years 1852-53 and 54 your Petitioner endeavoured but 
without success as the records of the office of the Political Agent of Pii- 
ducottah will shew to have his father restrained with the help of Govern¬ 
ment and of the Puducottah State from contracting debts as he was then 
and had been doing needlessly and for no proper purpose and from alie¬ 
nating or attempting to alienate the lauds of the Jaghir, 
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5. On the death of your I^etitioner’6 father he might and would- 
have repudkted his fathet’s debts and entered into possession of his Jag- 
hir fr^e from encumbrances but just at that time the exemption of the 
family from the jurisdiction of the Civih Courts was unaccountably re¬ 
moved, and your Petitioner was exposed to constant suits at the instance 
of his failier’s creditors who sued out executions, attached movable and 
immovable properties, and caused your Petitioner great trouble and 
disgrace. 

6. As set out ill paragraph 10 of the letter from the then Political 

Agent to the Chief Secrehiry to Government dated 27th November 1880 
covering the Sirkelo’s then report on your Petitioner's Petition of April 
1880, hereinafter referred to, your Petitioner’s position in consequence 
of the proceedings in the last preceding paragraph mentioned is thus 
described. * 

‘^10. Thus pushed into a corner the Jagliirdar to free himself 
‘" from annoyance and disgrace was compelled to compromise with his 
‘^creditors by renewing his father’s bonds and adding to the amount of 
them tlie accumulated interest, Court costs, &c., pledging the revenues 
of the same villages as before. In this manner in 1862 the debts reach- ► 
“ed a sum of Ks. 3,66,180.” , 

7, In 1865, your Petitioner addressed the then Political Agent 
pointing out that he was not liable for the debts of his father nor could 
the Jaghir in his hands be held liable hut that being morally conscious 
of his duty to discharge thorn if possible, he proposed to do so whenever 
the means in his hands from the revenue of the Jaghir might permit 
him. At the same time your Petitioner prayed again to be exempted 
from the jurisdiction of the Civil Courts but the Political Agent refused 
to interfere with the ordinary Course of law. (See para 18 of the letter 
covering Sirkele’s report in the 6th paragraph hereof already referred to.) 

8, In the year 1874, your Petitioner being harassed by his father’s 
creditors and being unable to realiase even the small revenue of about 
Bs. 8,000, per annum which ought to have been forthcoming frpm the 
lands which his father had left unmortgaged, [partly owing to bad 
seasoi^s and partly to the absence of a summary law for governing the 
relations between Land-Lords and Tenants (see the letter covering 
Sirkele’s report para 16)] requested the then Political Agent to attach 
the Jaghir and place it under the management of the Sirkele, a proper 



^oaJSgof laaaintenance being fixed for the Bupport of himself and family 
and retainers, and the debts being gradually liquidated out of the sur¬ 
plus (see para 19 of the letter cuvering Sirkele’s report,) 


9. Your Petitioner’s request was finally disposed of by the then 
Political Agent hy his letter dated 2l3t August 1875 in which your Pe¬ 
titioner was informed that as the Government had oncic declined to re¬ 
sume the Jaghir lands of the Jaghir ^‘Chinnaarraraanay”(a Jaghir enjoy¬ 
ed like your Petitioner’s Jaghir but by another branch of the Royal 
family at Puducottah) under similar circumstances without the consent 
of the creditors of that Jaghir, your petitioner's request must also be 
declined (see paragraph 22 of the letter covering the Sirkele’s report.) 
In paragraph I of Government order dated 12th January 1881 herein¬ 
after referred to it is, however, pointed out that the cases of your Peti¬ 
tioner and of the Chinuaarramanay Jaghirclar were not analogous, as the 
Political Agent supposed, inasmuch us the alienor in the latter case was 
still living when he applied that his Jaghir might be resumed as against 
his creditors without their consent : whereas, in the opinion of Govern-* 
ment, your Petitioner by renewing his father’s bonds was held to have 
encumbered himself with those liabilities only so far as , they might be 
considered undischarged. 

10. In 1876, your Petitioner sought the aid of the Civil Courts to 
resume a portion of his mortgaged Jahghir on the ground of his fiither’s 
inability to mortgage the same, but your Petitioner’s claim was held to 
be barred and on your Petitioner appealing to the then Political Agent 
for his interference and assistance he was informed that the decision of 
the Civil Court was right it being the opinion of the said Political Agent 
that matters stood somewhat as if your Petitioner had alienated the 
village himself in which case the alienation would hold good against him-* 
self though it would not bar his successor ” (see Mr. Sewell’s endorse¬ 
ment dated 20th December 1876 set out us exhibit E. to Petitioner’s Pe¬ 
tition of April 1880 hereinafter referred to.) 

H. With regard to the sttatements contained in paragraph 9 here¬ 
of as to the Government having declined to resume the Jaghir lands of 
the ChinnaaiTamanay Jaghir without the consent ofthe creditors your 
Petitioner begs to point out that the conditions of Jaghir tenure were of 
public notoriety from 1820 when the Political Resident published a pro-- 
clamation throughout the Puducottah territory (as set-out in exhibit A. 
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to tbe Petition of April 1880 hereiaaftor referred to) “That person^ 
''holding Jagbir and other grants of lauds from the Pnducottah Estate 
“were only entitled to the nsnfructnary enjoyment of them, and that any 
“alienation whatever whether by sale, mortgage or gift would not be re- 
“cognised’" and that this proclamation i-vas repeated in the year J842 so 
that none of your Petitioner’s father’s creditors over w^e>re or are entitled 
to claim any consideration in respect of the balances of debts, if any, that 
might be due to them (notwithstanding their usufructuary enjoyments of 
your Petitioner’s Jagbir up to and at the time of his father’s deathj or to 
use the language of the Sirkele in Paragraph 28 of the letter covering 
his report hereinbefore referred to, The creditors of both kinds fully 
“knew the nature of the speculation they were embarking their capital 
“ on, and those of them at any rate who have been enjoying the Jaghir 
“ villages for long periods ranging to oO years and upwards have been 
“paid their principal over and over, and if the coiitigency of resumption, 
“of which they w^ere fully aware, did occur, theirs at least is no case of 
“ substantial injustice and requii’es no consideration whatever. ” 

12. On the death of the late fJhinnaarramanay Jaghu’dar, the father 
of the present Jaghirdar, the (xovernment, by order dated ,12tb January 
-1872, r€‘ntiinned the principle of the non-liability of Jaghirs for the debts 
of previous holders and prinia facie that the holders of a Jaghir specially 
set apart for the maintenance of a branch of a family had no right to 
alienate to the prejudice of their successors, 

13. In the year 1880, your Potithnier feeling that, upon a correct 
account being taken of his father's debts whether ratified by him or not 
and of his own debts (which were contracted for the maintenance, sup¬ 
port and e^tpenses of himself and family by reason of the income of his 
Jaghir haying been alienated aw^ay trom him by his father and of the 
Government’s past refusal to interfere on his behalf) and of the moneys 
received or which shoirld have been received by the creditors as mortgagees 
in possession of various portions of the Jaghir, it would have beep found 
that the creditors had been more than fiiUy paid, presented a Petition in 
the month of April that year to the then Governor of Madras, His Grace 
the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos praying that His Grace would he 
pleased (1) “to direct the Political Agent or the Sirkele with the aid of 
“ the Palace authorities to resume the immediate management of the 
“ entire Jaghir, to make a full and hna fide enquiry into the character, 


^liditv and amount of the present existing debts and to ascertain 
“whether or not the whole amount of the said debts have been fully li- 
“quidated from the income of the Jaghir and if there exist any balance, 

“ to have the same paid off at a fixed rate annually from the income 
“of the Jaghir and hand over the remainder for the maintenance and 
“ support of the Petitioner and his family and (2) that Petitioner and. his 
“ family might be exempted from the jurisdiction of the local eivd tribn- 
“nals, a privilege enjoyed by his ancestors from time immemorial and 
“withheld fi-om the Petitioner in the absence of any justifiable cause or 
“reason.” 

14. That it was upon consideration of the said Petition and of its 
various Enclosures (copies of which are all submitted as appendix A. 
hereto) that the Sirkole wrote his report, to various paragraphs whereof, 
as set out in the covering letter, reference has been already made by 
your Petitioner in this his Petition and to other paragraphs whereof your 
Petitioner now craves leave to refer* 

15. Regarding a compromise and settlement with the creditors of 
your Petitioner’s Jaghir the Sirkele in paragraph 28 is stated to be of 

• opinion that ‘‘such a course would he utterlf incompatible with the 
theory that the Jaghir lands are inalienable ” and in paragraph 29 that 
the attachment and management of the Jaghir for the benefit of the 
Jaghirdar and his family combined with the gradual liquidation of such 
debts as may be determined to be due as proposed by the Jaghirdar in 
his memorial to Governmenb is therefore sim}ily out of the question ; such 
a step would and might reasonably he construed as having been taken 
for the solo benefit of the Jaghirdar regardless of their interests, tor ac¬ 
cording to the precedent and principle enunciated by Government the 
creditors might have reasonably hoped to have been left undisturbed 
during the lifetime of the Jaghirdar whatever may happen after his 
death. Any temporary attachment therefore of the kind for the benefit 
of him and his tamily and for liquidation of debts would be quite impoli¬ 
tic and unjustifiable and I must vote decidedly against it. 

16. As regards the actual existence of any legal claim on the part 
of the creditors on your Petitioner’s Jaghir and as to their right to con¬ 
sideration in the circumstances which had happened, your Petitioner 
would again call attention to the language ot the Sirkele already quoted 
in paragraph U of this his Petition and to paragraph 2 of the order of 


Government dated 12th January 1881 (already referred to in paragraph 9 
of this Petition) which states as follows *^ It appears evident, however, 
that the bulk of these liabilities must have been satisfied many times over 
by the usnfruct of the villages and there is therefore no equitable objec-^ 
tion to being disallowed further consideration.” 

17. These opinions of the Sirkele and of the Government, warrant¬ 
ed as they are by the facts of the case and supported by the circumslian- 
ees under which the debts of the creditors were incurred by your 
Petitioner’s father and renewed by your Petitioner in consequence of the 
withdrawal of the ancient privilege of the exemption of your petitioner’s 
family from the jurisdiction of the (livil Courts should as your Petitioner 
submits have incluced the Sirkele, His Highness the Rajah of Puducottah 
and the Government of Madras either to have directed an account to be 
taken of the state of indebtedness if any of your Petitioner or of his 
Jaghir so as to ascertain what claims did really exist or to have ignored 
as anworthy of recognition claims wdiich might have been put forward by 
creditors still alleging themselves to be such but on the other hand your 
Petitioner regrets to point out that as stated in paragraph 30 of the letter 
covering the Sirkele’s report, that official has recommended the rejection 
of youn Petitioner’s proposals altogether and the res imption of yoiir 
Petitioner’s Jaghir as an alleged act of state wdth \vhich resumption it 
is stated that all debts secured on the revenues of the Jaghir w'Oiild 
perish. At the same time a suitable pension fo be settled on your Peti¬ 
tioner’s family for all time to come as well as theii exemption from the 
jurisdiction of the Civil Courts was recoiqmended by the Sirkele and the 
amount of such a pension was to be reported upon and determined 
thereafter. 

18. Such recommendations of the Sirkele w^ere advocated by the 
Political Agent of Puducottah and sanctioned by Government in para¬ 
graph 3 of their order of the 12th January 1881 hereinbefore referred to, 
the said order stated that the exemption from the jurisdiction of the Civil 
Courts would save your Petitioner from annoyance connected with his 
unsecured debts thq amount of which (according to paragraph 4 of the 
said order) was comparatively small, viz. iis. 32,000 (see paragraph 8 of 
the said order). In the same paragraph 4, the main cause of your Petitioner 
incTirring this portion of his debts is stated to be the fact that the usual 
contributions from the State Treasury for the expenses of your Petition¬ 
er’s marriages which had to be performed within three years of his 
father’s heath had been withheld and as it therefore became necessary 
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yonr Petitioner to borrow, the Governinent expressed their willing-* 
ness to consider whether the State would not settle with the creditors to 
whom money was due on this account upon reasonable terms. 

19. Your Petitioner submits that as both the Sirkele and the Go- 
vorninent were of opinion that the creditors of his father and of himself 
other than those to whom he became personally indebted for moneys ac¬ 
tually borrowed by him for marriage and other expenses, (rendered 
necessary by his having been deprived of the income of his Jaghir by the 
illegal and improper acts of his father), were not entitled to consideration 
and that such creditors had been in all probability more than overpaid, 
the absolute resumption of the Jaghir was improper and unnecessary, 
and that ail that the circumstances of your Petitioner’s we demanded, 
was a temporary management by the Government, on behalf of himself 
and of his family, of his Jaghir, he receiving a suitable allowance during 
the period of such management, and the Jaghir, being restored to him 
and his family as soon as spch debts as should be paid were discharged 
out of the surplus revenue of the property. 

20. In and by the Sirkele’s Report and the order of Government 
thereon the assignment to your Petitioner of a suitable money^pension 
out of the income pf the Jaghir was proposed and the amount thereof was 
to be reported itpon and detemined thereafter. 

21. Accordingly your Petitioner was called upon by the Sirkele to 
report and he did furnish him with an estimate amounting to Rs. 30,000 
annually of his and his family’s necessary annual expenses, leaving there¬ 
by a margin of between 10 and 20 thousand rupees per annum for credi¬ 
tors if any were to be paid and for extraordinary expenses such as cost 
of marriages-and extraordinary d omestic events, the repairs of the Palace 
and oui-houses, the purchase of Oarriages and Cattle, the cost of manage¬ 
ment of Jaghir, repairs to irrigation w^'orks, &c., but the Sirkele in para 
25 of his letter to the Political Agent dated 115th February 1881 recom¬ 
mended that the ordinary expenditure should be fixed for the then time 
being at the sum of 15,000 Rupees per annum. In doing so the Sirkele 
writes I am in the first place quite in the dark as to the present actual 
income of the Jaghir ” and again ‘‘'assuming that a revenue of 
Rs. 30,000, may be relied on, it will in my opinion be quite unsafe to 
place the ordjnary Schedule of expenditure at a higher rate than Rs. 
15,000 per annum reserving an ample margin for the purposes of extra** 


ordinary expenses Such as in the last precwiing paragraph mentionai 
and lastly the Sirkele says *‘ In the absence of any certain information 
about the inoonio of the Jaghir the Schedule will for the present be re¬ 
garded aa a temporary one/' 

22. In the .same letter the Sirkele records that the scheme of Sche¬ 
dule expenditure was proposed by him to put it out of the power of your 
Petitioner as the head of his family to deprive any member thereof of his 
due share of the sanctioned allowance fearing that your Petitioner would 
or might be likely so to deprive them, but in order to show that such 
tears were not justly entertained, your Petitioner’s wives to whom this 
I etition has been duly explained concurring in the prayer hereof have 
joined therein and in token of their approval propose to sign the same* 

28. Your Petitioner’s sons also though minors have been made 
aware of the terms of this Petition and so far as they can do also concur 
therein, they denying that a Petition alleged to have been presented by 
them or on their behalf and hereinafter more particularly referred to was 
so presented. 

24. In the very same letter also the Sirkele records as he did as set 

forth in the 34th paragraph of the letter covering his first report that your 
Petitioner did not desire the permanent resumption of his Jaghir or that 
the interests of his minor sons therein should in any way be jeopardised or 
their inheritance barred hut that rather the Jaghir should he managed 
on trust for the benefit of the family. In dealing with your Petitioner’s 
request the Sirkele, in Ms letter of the 16th February 1881 now under 
consideration and in paragraph 32 of another letter, writes as follows:— 
“The act of resumption, if resolved on finally, will be an act of State, to 
which the present Jaghirdur’s consent is not a necessary element. It is 
an act exercised by virtue of a power inherent in it and warranted by 
the abuse of the terms on which and the non-fulfilment of the purposes 
for which the Jaghir is granted. I do not, therefore/quite see the 
force of the Jaghirdar’s argument, though his wish is natural and clear 
enough.” . 

25. With reference to the Sirkele’s proposals the Politicdl Agent 
was of opinion and communicated the same to the Sirkele that the allow¬ 
ance whatever it might be to bo made to your Petitioner for the mainte- 
tenance and support of himself and family should be paid to your 
Petitioner without any interference with his expenditure thereof as such 
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iterferemte would necessitate a great deal of tronWesome enquiry into 
your Petitioner’s private and domestic affairs with W'hich the State has 
no concern, but the Sirkele in a subsequent letter dated March 1881 
though admitting how undesirable such an interference was, still insisted 
that the pension should be in the form of a Schedule defining once for 
all the raLipri and mode of expenditure, 

26. In such last mentioned letter the Sirkele as he had previously 
done again recommended, with reference to the proposal of the Political. 
Agent that the balance of the Jaghir revenues should be applied by 
degrees towwds paying your Petitioner’s unsecured creditors, that 
any settlement with the unsecured creditors should be simply an act of 
grace as in his opinion they had no manner of claim on the income of 
the Jaghir and a settlement with them should form no part or parcel of 
the act of resumption. 

27. Upon consideration of the Sirkele’s proposals the Government 
on 14th May 1881, passed the following order, That the Mellaamima- 
“nay Jaghir be resumed absolutely and-the Jaghirdar be granted in lieu 
“an annual pension according to a Schedule of ordinary expenses aggre- 
“ gating in round numbers Rupees 15,000, a year, the State accepting 
“ the obligation of providing suitably for reasonable extraordinary ex- 
“penses the arraugement being made in perpetuity as provision for this 
“ branch of the family. That the Jaglfirdar or Head of the Mellarramanay 
“branch he exempted from the Juiisdiction of the Civil Court and that 
“ the State will in consideration of its resumption of the Jaghir and with, 

“ reference to the future results of improved management entertain here- 
“ after the question of Jthe unsecuved claims against the Jaghirdar but 
“ solely as an act of grace. On the further couditions that the continued 
“ provision of a stiitable residence for the Jaghirdar and the continuance 
“to him of the usual ceremonial honors be conceded and the Government 
“ approve and sanction the proposed settlement. The Sirkele’s conduct 
“ of the matter is as usual most creditable to him. ” 

28. Your petitioner becoming aware of the Sirkele’s proposals and 
their adoption by the Political Agent lost no time in presofiting his Peti¬ 
tion dated 6th May 1881 to His Excellency the Right Honorable Wil¬ 
liam Patrick Adam, late Governor of Madras, praying that the Govern¬ 
ment might be pleased not to direct the permanent resumption of the Peti^ 
fioner’s Jaghir as recommended by the Sirkele but that the Government 
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would be pleased to (rranthiui either the redress prayed for in his original 
Petition of the 28th April 1880 (See Appendix A. hereto) or any other 
relief which Government might consider just and proper without depriv¬ 
ing his minor sons and posterity of their legal right to succeed to the 
Jaghir after Petitioner’s lifetime, but such a Petition not being supported 
either by the Sirkele or the Political Agent,' the Government by their 
order dated ,9th Juno 1881 declined to witlidraw their approval of the 
arrangement already proposed. 

29. Petitioner craves the attention of Ypur Excellency in Conncil 
to such material letters and papers dated subsequent to the first Petition 
ippeudix A. and up to tlie said order of 9th June 1881 as are on record 
and amongst the papers of Government. 

.# ■ ^ 

37. Your Petitioner feels therefore that what he sought at the 
hands of Government as a measure of redi^ess against his father’s extra- 
vagaiice and creditors in th^ interest of himself and his ancient family 
has grown into a measure of coniiscatiou and disgrace unforeseen by him 
and unexpected. 

ocS. Your Petitioner, submits that the act of resuming your Peti¬ 
tioner’s Jaghir was not an Act of State biit rather an act ettecting to 
1 justify itself on the grounds of Municipal Law but your Petitioner also 
submits that in dealing with your Petitioner’s previous Memorials on 
this subject it appears to have been too readily assumed that the Act of 
forfeiture was an Act of State against which your Petitioner had no right 
to complain and although your Petitioner admits that in approaching 
' Your Excellency in (joivncdl i-r redr does so with confidence in 

the justice and impartiality of Your .Excellency’s Government, yet he 
would ask that, in consideration of this Petition which he prays may be 
referred to a Commissioner or officer independent of the^ Sirkele, 
the real character of the Act of forfeiture purporting to be done in your 
Petitioner’s case might be regarded so that your Petitioner’s complaints 
might be received as those of one speaking with right and not merely 
as one appealing against the arbitrary power of the crown. 

Your Petitioner therefore prays that his grievances might be redres¬ 
sed in whole or in part as to Your Excellency might seem fit and that in 

a 


particular (a) the permanent resnmption of Your Petitioner’s Jaghir 
might be declared illegal and be set aside. 

(Signed) Rathakkistna Tondiman Sahib. 

(Signed) Kamalambal Ayee. 

(Signed) Subbcmmal Ayee. 

BNDOBSEMBNT ON THE ABOVE PETITION. ' 

Political Department. 

Pbocbedinss of the Madbas Gtovernment, Tth.Octobeb 1884, 

No. 682. 

The Petitioner will be informed that the Government have consider¬ 
ed his Memorial and also a report on it by the Sirkele of Piidukota, and 
see no reason to interfere in his behalf. 

(True extract.) 

(Signed) E. F. WEBSTER, 

CaiEE SEOEETABY. 

To, Sri Rathakrishna Tondiman Sahib of Pudukota, through 

W. GRANT ESQ„ BARKISTEK-AT-LAW. 

Having failed to obtain redress at the hands of the Madras Govern¬ 
ment the Jaghirdar addressed the following memorial in December 1885 
to H. E. the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council and prayed chiefly 
for the revision of the order of the absolute resumption of the Jaghir. 

TO, HIS EXCBBLENCY THE VICEROY AND 

aOVERNOR-GENEKAL OF INDIA IN COCNCIL. 

The humble Petition ot Sbi Rathakrishna Tondiman Sahib of the 
Mellaarramauay Jaghir in the Territory of His Highness the RajaEof 
Pudukota—Madras Presidency. 

1. Your Petitioner is a direct lineal descendant of the ancient 
Royal family of PudukotR and is the only cousin of His Highness, the 
reigning sovereign. 

2. There are three Jaghirs attached to the Pudukota State, Mella- 
arranianE^y, (your Petitioner’s Jaghir), Chinnaarramanay and Manovaythy. 
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Tfac Petitioner’s. Jaghir, with the exception of the 4 villages 
granted at subsequent periods, was unconditionaily granted by the fii^st 
Euler (Eagunada Roi Tondiinan), the common ancestor of the Petitioner 
and of the present liiiler, to his (the original Riiler^s) son’s son, Peti-* 
tioner’s great grandfather, Rajagopaul Tondimain The exact date of the 
grant is, as is admitted, not known, but it must have been before 1730, 
the date of the grantor's death. The genealogical tree appended hereto 
and marked A, shews the descent of the Petitioner, and of the present 
Ruler, from their common ancestor, the said Ragunada Roi Torniiman, 
the first Ruler. The only difference between the lineage of the Petition¬ 
er and that of the present Ruler, is that the latter is descended from the 
original Ruler through the senior wife of his son (Tirumala Roi Tondi- 
mail) while the former is descended from the junior wdfo of his same son 
(T. B. T.) 

4. The Petitioner’s Jaghir stands on a different footing from the 
other two Jaghirs above mentioned. The Chinna Arramaiioy Jaghir 
does not, like Petitioner’s Jaghir, descend from father to vsort, but it, is 
held by the brother of the Ruling Prince for the time being* The Ma- 
novarthy Jaghir is held by the Ranees of the Ruling Prince, for the time 
being, as a kind of pin-money. That the Petiyoner’s Jaghir stands on 
a higher footing than the other Jaghirs is further shewn by the Report 
of Uol. W. A. Bay ley, the then liesident, dated 7 th July 184i. 

5. When the Chinnarramaney Jaghirdar was put in possession of 
his Jaghir in 1864-65 by the State, it was entirely free from any encum¬ 
brances, and a certain amount of surplus devolved on him, but in the 
course of years he alienated his villages, borrowed money^ and niisspent 
it. hen he sought for relief at the hands vf Government, it wais refus¬ 
ed and Government debliued to resume his Jaghir lands without the 
consent of the creditors. That Jaghir has lately been placed under the 
Sirkar management, and its surplus accumulated for the benefit of his 
successor; but the Jaghir of your Petitioner has unjustly been ^ahsolutely 
resumed as an act of state contrary to his wishes and appeal. In the 
Cfise of that Jaghir, none of the debts had been discharged by the Jaghir¬ 
dar either from the usufruct of his Jaghir or otherwise; whereas in the 
case of your Petitioner’s Jaghir, all the debts have, as is admitted, been 
fully paid off and satisfied (probably many times over) out of tbe usufruct 
of the lands. 
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6. , Wliile fotlier was in the ©njoymont of Ms here¬ 

ditary Jaghir, he recklessly-conwijieh at Ilia death in 1856 
were found to be Ks^ 2,98,761 of which Rs. 1,20,226 were simple debts 
and Eg. 1,78,535 were secured by movtg^^^ of nearly the whole of the 
Jaghir, though he was legally incoinpetent to inortgage thOi s 

to public proclamation of the IMlitical agent in 1820, which was again 
repeated in 1842 and which was to the that persons holding 

‘" Jaghirs and other grants of land from the Pndookotta Estate were 
only entitled to the usufructuary eiijoyment of them and that any alit^- 
•^‘ nation whatever whether by sale, mor^jage or gift, would not be rtw 
cogniijied;^ 

7. During the lifetime of. his father, your Petitioner first mildly 
remonstrated against the acts of his father in incnrring heavy debts, but 
having found all such efforts proved abortive, your Petitioner was obligv 
ed to make several complaints to almost all (>f the. Political Agents against 
the reckless and lavish expenditure of his father argently requesting 
them to adopt proper and legal measures to f estrain his father from pur¬ 
suing such a mischievous course of life, and to relieve the Petitioner and 
life issue from the vexatious and oppressive litigation Carried on by his 
father’s creditors and finally to preserve the ancient Jaghir of Mellaarra- 
manay from being swallowed up by the creditors. 

8. Your Petitioner’s father having been well convinced that alithe 
Petitioner’s applications to the local authorities to restrain his father 
from incurring debts were not attended to, and that the Political Agent 
and the Sirkele did not show any willingness on their part to help the 
Petitioner, became more emboldened and with a strong feeling of aniruo- 

• sity against the Ifetitioner commenced to alienate the villages attached 
to the Jaghir partly by renting them out to creditors for long terms of 
years to cover the interest due on their debts, and partly by gifts in the 
shape of Sbrotriains and Inanis. 

9. As remarked by the Political Agent, Mr. C. W. W. Martin, in 
his report dated 27th November 1880, your Petitioner, on the death of his 
father, might and would havt^ repudiated his father’s debts and entered 
into possession of his Jaghir free from all encumbrances, but just at 
that time the privilege of exemption from the jurisdiction of civil tribu¬ 
nals which your Petitioner’s family had long enjoyed was unaccpuntably 
taken away by the Ruler of the State and your Petitioner being then 




45 

saed in civil courts for the debts of his father was “ compelled in order 
to tree himself from annojanco and disgrace to compromise with his 
ertiditora by renewing his father’s debts.” 

10. Yonr Petitioner finding hira-self unable to discharge the debts 

which he had thus taken upon his .shoulders, petitioned in IfifiS the Poli¬ 
tical Agent (ist) to intercede on his behalf with the civil authorities by 
asking them to alloAv him time to pay the debts which be was not legally 
hound to discharge ; and (indly) to restore to him and his family” the 
privilege lately taken way from them, viz., exeinptiou from the jurisdic¬ 
tion of civil courts, but the Political Agent refused to interfere. (See 
para 18 of the Political Agent’s Report dated 27tli November 1880.) 

11. Your Petitioner then in 1874, perceiving the unwillingness on 
the part of his creditors to enter into any amicable settlement with him 
and finding the debts constantly increasing, and feeling himself unable to 
clear them oif from his revenues, petitioned the Political Agent to attach 
the .Jaghir and place it under the manageaient of the Sirkele, (as has 
been done in the case of the Ohinna Arramaney Jaghir;—.see also the 
provisioms in the Civil Procedure Code for the m.anagemeiit of estates by 
the Collector, in similar ettsesj, allowing the Petitioner a decenh amount 
for maintenance and discharging the debts from the balauco of the re- 
A'enne; bat here also the Political Agent refused to interfere. (See 
Report of the Political Agent dated 27th November 1880, para 1.0;. 

12. Under thG.se circnmstance.s, your Petitioner fu 1880 memoria¬ 

lized the then Governor of Madras, His Gr.ice the Duke of Buckingham 
and Chandos, praying tiiat (1) “His Grace would he pleased to cUreet 
the Political Agent or the Sirkele with the aid of the Palace Authorities 
to resume the immediate management of the entire Jaghir, to make a 
full and enquiry into the character, the validity and amount of 

the present existing debts, and to ascertain whether or not the whole 
amount of the said debts have been fully liquidated from the income of 
the Jaghir, and if there exist any balance, to have the same paid off at a 
fixed rate annually from the income of the Jaghir and liand over the re¬ 
mainder for the maintenance and snjyfiort of the I’etitioner and his family, 
and (2) that Petitioner and his family might be exempted from the juris- 
dictum ot the local civil tribunals, a privilege lately withhold from the 
Petitioner’s family AHthont justifiable reason.” The result of this peti¬ 
tion svas that the Political Agent and the Sirkele were asked by order of 







the Government dated 21.st Jane 1880 to give a detailed report on the 
Petition; and in pursuance of this order the Political Agent sent in his 
Keport of the 27th November 1880 to the Chief Secretary, enclosing 
therein the Sirkele’s Keport. 

13. The suggestions (ind recommendations made by the Political 
Agent and the Sirkele in the said reports were (Istly) that there cotild 
not be any eottipromise with the creditors, as that would be incompatible 
with the theory that the Jaghir is inalienable^ (para 28 of the Report^) 
and therefore an)'’ temporary attachment of the daghir for the benefit- of 
your Petitioner and his family and for liquidation of debts would simply 
he out of question and impolitic and unjustifiable (para 29); ( 2ndly) 
but that as to the actual existence of any legal claim of the creditors on 
your Petitioner’s Jagbir, creditors of both kinds fully knew the na¬ 
ture of the speculation they were embarking their capital on and those 
of them at any rate who have been enjoying the Jaghir villages for long 
periods ranging to 50 years and upwards have been paid their principal 
over and over, and if the contingency of resumption of which they were 
fully aware did occur, theirs at least is no case of substantial injustice 
and requires no consideration whatever (ptira 28); (Srdly) that the best 
course iii disposing of your Petitionermemorial was" to reject his pro- 
‘ posals altogether, to resume your Petitioner’s Jaghir entirely as an act of 
state, with which resumption all the secured debts would perish, and to 
allow your Petitioner and his family for all time to come a suitable pen- 
siou; and (4thly) also to grant your Petitioner and his family the 
privilege of exemption from the jurisdiction of the local Civil courts 
which had been recently taken away (para 30). 

14. Your Petitioner here begs to say that your Petitioner’s cousin, 
the present ruling sovereign, was entertaining bitter malice against Peti¬ 
tioner and his family at the time his memorials were referred to the 
Sirkele for report and in consequence setup his Sirkele to usurp the 
Jaghir for ever, and tlie Sirkele whose interests are identical with those 
of his sovereign, has thus reported against the interests of your Peti¬ 
tioner, 

15. These recoinmeudations of the Sirkele and the Political Agent 
were sanctioned by the Government by the order dated 12th Junuary 
1881 ; and in this order they distinctly admit and say that ‘‘it appears 
^‘evident that the bulk of the liabilities (of your Petitioner) must have 



satisfied many times over by the nsufmctof the villages and there 
‘Hb therefore no equitable objection to their being disallowed further con- 
“sideration’’ (para 2 of the said order.) 


16. In addition to these recommendations, the Sirkele in a subse¬ 
quent letter to the Political Agent dated 16th February 1881 recommen¬ 
ded that the pension to bo granted to your Petitioner might for the time 
being be fixed at Rs. 15,000 per annum; that your Petitioner’s consent 
was not necessary for an entire resumption of the Jaghir^ which would 
be an act of state; that this pension should not be paid into the hands of 
your Petitioner, as he might, to the prejudice of the members of his family, 
squander and dissipate the amount, but that its payment should be regu¬ 
lated by a Schedule defining once for all the m/son and the mode of 
expenditure; and though the Political Agent objected to this last part of 
the letter vori the ground that it was highly undesirable to interfere with 
your Petitionar’s expense in private and domestic affiiirs, the Sirkele still 
insisted that it should be so. 

17. Upon consideration of these proposals, the Government, on the 
14th May 1881, passed the following order; That the Mellarramanay 
^‘Jaghir be resumed absolutely and the Jaghiixlar he granted in lieu an 
“annual pension according to a Schedule of ordinary expenses aggregat- 
“ing in round numbers Rupees 15,000, a year, the State accepting the 
“obligation of providing suitably for reasonable extraordinary expenses, 
'‘the arrangement being made in perpetnlty as provision for this branch 
“of the family. That the Jaghirdar or Head of the Mellarramanay branch 
“be exempted from the Jurisdiction of the Civil Court and that the State 
“will in consideration of its resumption of the Jaghir and with reference 
“to the future results of improved management entertain hereafter the 
“question of the unsecured claims against the Jaghirdar but solely as an 
“act of grace. On the further conditions that the continued provision of 
“a suitable residence for the Jaghirdar and the continuance to him of the 
“usual ceremonial honors be conceded, and the Government approve and 
“sanction the proposed settlement. The Sirkele’s conduct of the matter 
“is as usual most creditable to him.” 

18. When your Petitioner came to know that the final fecommen- 
dations of the Sirkele and of the Political Agent were againait his inter¬ 
est, he on the 6th May 1881 petitioned His Excellency the Right 
Hon’ble William Patrick Adai% praying that the Jaghir might not be 


Resumed for ever, and the right of his minor Bons and posterity to 
sxicoeed to the Jaghir be not taken away, btit the Goveiniiiient by an 
order dated 9th June 1881 declined to interfere. 

19, Under the Government order of the 14th May 1881 referred to 
iti para 17 above, which took effect from tlie 1st of July 1881, the Jag- 
hir was resumed as an act of state/and the pension Gontinned to be paid till 
Noveniber 188*2, when your Petitioner again memorialised the Go^wn- 
inent of Madras, stating that the 15,000 Ks. was quite insufficient for the 
expenses, as against Es. 27,000, the annual expenditure under your Peti¬ 
tioner’s father, and praying that the Sirkele be instructed (Istly) to pay 
into the hands of the Petitioner the annual pension, (2ndly) not to inter¬ 
fere in the Petitioner’s expenditure of the monthly pension thus grantM 
him, f3rdly)to pay into the hands of your Petitioner the sum of Rs. 4,050 
being the income of the Pagodas and Gharitable Institutions in the 
Jaglrir, and (4thly) also Rs. 2,125 being the income of Inams granted to 
Washermen and Barbers, &c. who do not now wnrk for the Petitioner or 
his family. These requests were also refused. 

20. Bhnally your Petitioner tried his last chance in 1884, in the 
hope that justice would be don^ to him, by putting in a memorial to the 
Madras Government stating fully his grievances and praying that 
thesewould be redressed, but the Government after calling for a report 
from the Slrkele^ have endorsed on the Petition an order dated 7th Octo¬ 
ber 1884 that on considering Petitionef’s Memorial and the report on it 
by the Birkele, they see no reason to interfere. 

21, Petitioner’s present grievauces are fully set out in para 34 of 
his last or 4th Memorial to the Madras Government. 

22. Your Petitioner begs to submit that the liabilities of the secured 
creditors have been satisfied many times over , and this has been empha¬ 
tically adiniited by the Sirkele, the Political Agent and the Madras 
Government. 

^ 23. He also begs to state that the reason given by the Sirkele and 
accepted by the Government for not paying over the pension into the 
hands of the Petitioner, namely that he wmuld to the prejudice of his 
sons and other members of the family, dissipate and squander the allow-' 
ance, is entirely unfounded, and such a conduct is not to be expected from 
one who even in his father’s lifetime tried all he could to restrain his 


father from extravagances (vide Records of Political Agent’s Office in 
1852, 53 and 54) and who ever since his-father’s death and his own 
accession to the property, has Jbeen patting forth all his energies to ex¬ 
tricate himself and his family from the miserable position in w'hich his 
father had left him, in an honorable way, by having recourse to the 
authorities—the Sirkele, the Poiitica'l Agents, the Civil Court and 
Government. 

24. The income of the Jaghir has been shewn from the records of 
the last 50 years and more, to have been between Rs* 40,000 and 55,000 
annually, and it is therefore submitted that an annual pension of Ss. 
15,000 out of this income, is but a poor and insufficient allowance, and 
hardly enough to support the dignity of the family. 

25. Your Petitioner submits that the act of resumption of the 
Jaghir by the Madras Govf^rnment is an unjustifiable and unjust act on 
their part. 

26. The Madras Government having been informed of the long ex¬ 
isting animosities between your Petitioner and his cousin (the reigning 
prince), should not have called for, accepted and acted upon the report 
of his Sirkele, but should have, iu the interests of your Petitioner, ap¬ 
pointed an independent gentleman as a Commissioner for preparing a 
report for them to act upon. 

27. Col. .Blackburne, a former Resident of Pudukottai‘has, in a 
report of his submitted in his time to the Madras Government, stated 
that out of the 14 villages granted to the ancestor of your Petitioner, 10 
were for the maintenance and support of the dignity of this branch of the 
Royal family, and the, remaining 4 were for military service, and that 
those villages that were given for family maintenauce ought not to be, 
and they were not in fact, resumed ; but that those that were given for 
military service might be resumed as the Prince who was then entitled to 
the possession of those villages was a minor and unable to perform any 
military service. 

28. Further Col. Blackburne has, in his report, stated that your 
Petitioner’s ancestor, the donee of the villages above referred to, was the 
son of an inferior marriage (marriage by sword). The present Birkele 
in submitting his report to the Madras Government when he was called 
upon to do so upon your Petitioner’s first petition, has referred to these 
two points in Col. Blackbnrne’s Report, and said that the Governmeg 
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so 

•Would be justified M lands as an act of state ;—(1st) fe- 

cause your Petitioiiei‘’s ancestor was the issue of an inferioii’ inarfiage ; 
and (2ndly) Col. Blackburne/s Report would clearly show that the lands 
granted are resuniable. 4s to the first of these two reasons^ CoL Black- 
burners inference that Petitioner's ancestor was the issue of an inferior 
miirriage was^ as ho hiinself says, based upon oral statements of persons, 
who, be it observed, were interested to make such statements, and they 
were unsupported by a particle of documentary evidence. That inference 
ttioreover is inconsistent with, and shewn to be incorrect by the facts- 
that your Petitioner’s eldest son has recontly married the grand-<laughter 
of His Highness, the now ruling Rajah, by his Princess, and that the pre¬ 
sent Ruler’s second wife’s own sister was betrothed sometime ago to your 
Petitioner. If, as reported by Cob Blackburne, Petitioner and bis ances-* 
tor had really been the descendants of one whose marriage was contracted 
by sword (an inferior sort of marriage), the Ruling King could not have 
offered his grand-daughter in marriage to your Petitioner’s eldest son, nor 
Could his wife’s sister have been betrothed to the Petitioner. And as to 
the second Of the two reasons above ittentioiied, COl. Blackburne has shewn 
grounds for resuming only those lands that were given for military service, 
viz, the 4 villages granted respectively in 1760 and 1803, hut he has stated 
that the other lands, viz, the It) villages Which were granted by the first 
Ruler should not be resumed but should be left untouched. The Sirkele 
has miscited and misrepresented CoL Blackburne, untruly stating that 
Cob Blackburne reported that the whole Jaghir was resumable, whereas 
in truth Cob Blackburne reported that only the said 4 villages could he 
resumed. 

29.^ The act of confiscation (for that is what the absolute resump¬ 
tion amounts to) of his Jaghir being an act of state, your Petitioner can¬ 
not appeal to the Law, but the same fundamental principles of ji^tice and 
equity uponwliich the Municipal Law is founded govern, or ought to 
govern acts of state in all civilized nations. If an act of state is of an 
unjust, oppressive or tyrannical nature, it violates those principles none 
the less because it is one which cannot be questioned or taken cognizance 
of by the Courts of Justice. Her Majesty the Queen Empress of India 
has declared in the Proclamations of 1837, 1858 and 1877 that Her 
Majesty will respect the feelings of attachment with which the Natives 
of India regard the lands inherited by them from their ancestors and de¬ 
sires to protect them ia all rights connected therewith and pay duo regard 





to the aneiont rights, asuages, jind custonis of Intlia. The present tfag-*' 
hirdar fthe petitioner) has not given any cause for bis being treated in 
the high-banded way in which he has been by the Giovernment of Madras. 
He has not been following in the footsteps of bis father and njisinanag- 
ing the Estate, but on the contrary has been doing 'all he could to re¬ 
trieve the damage done to the Estate by the raismanagement of his father, 
arid even during his father’s lifetime and before he (Petitioner) succeeded 
to the Jaghirdarship, he did all that was in his power (see above, paras 7 
and 23) to restrain his father from his extravagance and mismanagement 
of the Jaghir. Petitsoner has, in fact, he submits, given promise of both 
his ability arid his will to be a careful and comjHjtent manager of his 
Estate. Even however bad it bepn otherwise, even had the fact been 
that the Petitioner was like his father in character, or even had there 
been a succession of extravagant and spendthrift Jaghirdars, the Gevern- 
ment would not be justified in taking such an extreme measure as the 
absolute appropriation or sequestration of the Jaghir, though they proba¬ 
bly would he fully satisfied, under such circumstances, in ordering the 
Jaghir to be taken under the management of the Local Authorities and 
out of the iiUDcls of tho Jaghirdar temporarily. 

so. Your Petitioner, therefere, prays (a) that the ; permaneut rer 
sumption of your Petitioner’s Jaghir may be set aside; (h) that should, 
the Jaghir continue under the Government or Sirkele’s management an 
allowance of not less than Rs. 30,000 per anoum may bo granted for the 
ordinary expenses i. o., for the support and maintenance of your Petition- 
ei, family and dependents ;(c) that such an ullqwauca be paid into your 
Petitioner’s hands as the Head of his family; {d) that the surplus incomes 
be appropriated for extraordinary expen.ses, as and when required, and 
that the accumulated surplus income of the. past three year.s may be ex¬ 
pended in the exeention of repairs, purchase of moveahle property such 
as carriages, horses, jewels and clothes &c., and the expenses of pilgri¬ 
mage and of ceremonials and the increase of salary and allowuncqs to 
servants; (e) that Petitioner’s right to employ, continue and dismiss 
servants and to have general control over them may be recognised ; 
if) that all acts necessary to be done for maintaining your Petitioner’s 
dignity, honor and privileges as a Jaghirdar and member of the ancient 
Royal Family of Puducottai may be directed to bo done ; (<?) that the 
management of the Pagqdas and Clmrities of the Jaghir and the disburse¬ 
ment of their income may be restored to your Petitioner ; (A) that the 
Lake and the Inani Service lands of the Jaghir may be, in any case, res- 


tored to yonr Petitioner ; and (i) tbat if the Government of India enter¬ 
tain any doubt as to whether the liabilities of your Petitioner have been 
fully satisfied, he may be lett in the hands of his creditors. 

5th December 1885. (Signed) Rathakeistka Tondiman Sahib. 

(Signed; B. B. Michell 

Counsel for the Petitioner. 

The, Government of India declined to interfere in the matter as will 
appear from the following endorsement:— 

Political Depaetmbnt. 

Proceedings of the Madras Government. 


Read the following from the Government of India, Foreign Depart¬ 
ment (Internal) No. 4167.1, dated 26th December 1885. 

In continuation of the letter from this office No. 337. I, dated the 
* Dated 5tli De- 26th January 1884,1 am directed to forward a ‘Memorial 
ceipber 1885. to the address of His Excellency the Viceroy and Govet' 
nor-General frotn Sri Rathakrishna Tondiman Sahib appealing against 
the Orders of the Governor in (louncil on the subject of the resumption of 

the Melaarramaney Jaghir in the Pudukota State. 

2. I am to request that the Memorialist may be informed that the 
Governor-General m Council sees no reason to interfere in the matter. 

Order thereon—11th January 1886 No. 37. Mis. 

The decision of the Governor-General in Council will be communi¬ 
cated by the Political Agent, Pudukota, to the Memorialist. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed; J. D. REES, 

Under Secretary. 

(True copy.) 

No 9. 

Communicated to M. R. By. Kathakristua Tondiman Sahib for his 
information. 

15th January 1886, | (Signed) H. R. FARMER, 

Irichinopoly, 3 Political Agent. 
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for a second tune the Jaglurdar attempted and failed to obtain 
redreSsS. Then he carried his complaints beyond the seas to London, and 
laid his grievances, as will appear from the paper transcribed below, 
before Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, the final appellate au¬ 
thority in Indian alfairs. 

To, The Eight Honobablk 

Heb Majesty’s Secbetary • 

OF State FOR India. 

The humble Petition of Sri Rathahristna Tondiman Sahib of dhe 
Melaarramaney Jaghir in the Pudukota State, Madras Presidency. 

Respeotfully Sheweth, 

In reply to my memorial dated 5th December 1885 to the address of 
His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General, requesting that ^^(a) 
‘‘ the permanent resumption of your Petitioner’s Jaghir may be set aside, 
“ and (/) if the Government of India entertain any doubt as to whether 
“ the liabilities of your Petitioner have been fully satisfiedv he may be 
“ left in the hands of his creditors, ” I respectfully beg to state that I 
have been favored with His Excellency the Viceroy’s decision referring 
to the letter No. 337 of the 26th January 1884 despatched from his office 
to the Madras Government and intimating to me that His Excellency’s 
Government saw no reason to interfere in the matter. 

2. Such a decision is indeed very surprising. I am perfectly at a 
loss to ascertain what has been embodied in the said letter of the 26th 
January 1884, inasmuch as 1 had not transmitted prior to 5th Decem¬ 
ber 1883 any petition to His Excellency’s Government concerning the 
absolute resumption of my Jaghir. 

3. I presume that the letter in question might be a letter sent to 
the Madras Government when the secured creditors addressed a memori¬ 
al to the Government of India, soliciting interference on their behalf 
towards the liquidation of their claims from the income of the Jaghir. 
If I am right in my presumption, I beg to submit that it cannot be 
brought to bear reference to the subject of my petition which condemns 
the permanent resumption of the Estate as an act of state. 

^ 4. The absolute resumption of the Jaghir by G. 0. dated 24th May 

X881, No. 261 is diametrically opposed to the prayer in my .first memorial 




tipoii wiilcli that order has been passed. Such a confiscation is not on 
account of any fault, treason or rebellion on my part, but it has been 
alleged to the fact of the Jaghir being alienated in contravention of the 
Political Agent’s Proclamation issued in 1820, which was again repeated 
in 1842 and which was to the effect that persons holding Jaghirs and 
‘‘other grants of land from the Pudiikota State were only eptitlecl to the 
“usufructuary enjoyment of them and that any alienation whatever whe- 
“ther by sale, mortgage or gift would not be recognized/’ A reference 
to paras 7 nnd 8 of the petition to the Government of India will clearly 
shew that I complained against my father’s extravagance and misma¬ 
nagement during his lifetime, that after I succeeded to the Jaghirdar- 
ahip, I strove to the utmost of my power to retrieve the damage done to 
the Estate by my father’s mismanagement, and that 1 had given promise 
and shewn ability to be a careful and competent luanagey of the Estate, 
but all to no purpose. 

5. My father died in 1856 leaving the whole Jaghir fully encum¬ 
bered to the extent of 3 lakhs of rupees, besides sundry sihipie debts agg^ 
regating 60,000 or 70,000 rupees. 

6. On the death of iny father, I might and would have repudiated 
the debts and taken possession of the Jaghir free from encumbrances,but 
just at the time the exemption of the family from the jurisdiction of the 
Civil Court was unaccountably taken avvay and this exposed me to th^ 
annoyance of the secured creditors who held the villages of the Jaghir 
in usufructuary enjoyment and who had it in their power fo annoy me by 
civil suits for their unsecured debts. 

7. Thus pushed into a corner, I, to free myself from annoyance and 
disgrace, was compelled to compromise with the creditors by renCwdng 
my father’s bonds and adding to their amount the accumulated 
interest, court costs Ac., pledging the revenues of the same villages as 
before. Moreover, I morally felt it my duty to discharge my father’s 
debt, though I was not civilly bound to do so. It has also been observed 
in para 13 of the Political Agent, Mr. C. W. W. Martin’s report to Go¬ 
vernment, dated 27th November 1880, No. 212 that “ it is the holders of 
“those last (simple bond-holders) who give the greatest annoyance by 
‘fthoir suing out execution of decrees, and bringing in the bailiff evei'y 
“now and then and at the most inconvenient times for the attachment of 
‘^the most trifling chattels in the Palace and so causing distress anS 
^‘disgrace/’ 





8. It is ttttjusti on the part of the Madras £^evornment to stigg|eAt 
and sanction the absolute resnmptioa of my hereditary Jaghir as an act 
of state on my memorial presented to them in which 1 prayed that, as it 
was inpossible to enter into any atnioable settlement with my fathetj’s 
creditors who had enjoyed the nsiifrtict of the mortgaged villages over 
50 years in satisfaction of their debts, the Jaghir be resumed and taken 
under Sirkar management and that the debts^ after enquiryv he paid at a 
Smed rate amtually and the remainder paid to me for maintenance. 

9. Finding that the debts of the secured creditors had been satis¬ 

fied pver and over by the usufruct of the villages, I tried to recover se¬ 
veral lands by adopting the ordinary cour se of law, but I was informed 
that my claims were held to bo barred by the lodal tribunals. If it were 
questioned why I could not put forth my claims in due time, I heg to 
submit that as some balance remained to be paid, 1 was afraid I would 
he subjected by the creditors to greater annoyance and disgrace than 
they had already put me to for the purpose of obtaining the renewal of 
my father’s bonds. ’ 

10. In 1872,1 proposed to borrow money from certain money¬ 
lenders with the view of arranging a thorough settlement of all the debts 
and moved the matter to the then Political Agent for approval, but that 
officer furnished mp with the Endorsement that “w'hate>ver arrjsogements 
“you may enter into regarding yonr Jaghir, they must be considered to 
“be made on your own responsibility and that the Government is in no 
“way bound to recognise such arrcingements” 

11. Opon consideration of the circumstances mentioned in the 
above paras % 9 and 10, I presented a petition on the 28tli April 18^0 
to the Madras Government praying for relief, but to my deep regret and 
iuexpressibie disgrace, it has resulted in the deprivation of the daghir, 
which is not only prejudicial to my interest but also to that of my legal 
heirs. 

12 . When I came to know that agreeably to the request of the reign¬ 
ing sovereign, my cousin, with whom I was on vCry bad terms, the Minis¬ 
ter of the State had recommended the absoluteTesumption of the Jaghir 
that is void of all claims even on the part of my sons, I on the 6th May 
1881 petitioned the Madras Got'ernmeut praying “not to direct the per- 
“manent resumption of the Petitioner’s Jaghir as recommended by the 
“Birkeiebut grant him either the redress prayed for in his original 
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^^mon, or any other whicli yovir Honor may consider just and proper, 
“without depi-iving his minor sons and posterity of their right to succeed 
“to the Jaghir after the Petitioner’s lifetime,” but on the report of the 
Dewan dated 14th May 1881,they declared by Order No. 297, dated 9th 
June 1881 that “the Government see no reason for withdrawing their 
“approval of the arrangement already proposed which has commended 
“itself to them as suitable and considerate.” The Dewan’s report ran 
thus:—“ It is clear as daylight that either the affairs of the Jaghirdar 
“must remain in statu quo, or the Jaghir be resumed by an act of state and 
“a pension assigned for the support of the family. A temporary resump- 
“tion or management simply to oust the creditors who are in usufructnary 
“possession in order to place the Jaghirdar and his family in a position 
“of comfort would, in iny opinion, he unjustifiable and unjust to the cre- 
“ditora who hold the bonds of the Jaghirdar. What the Jaghirdar wants 
“is an arrangement of this kind without prejudice to the right of the 
“sons to succeed to the possession of the Jaghir on his death. How far 

“this is possible must be determined by higher authority. I cannot see 
“my way to it.” The act of confiscation of my Jaghir being an act of 
state, 1 cannot appeal to the Law, but the same fundamental principles 
of ju.s'tice and equity upon which the Manlcipal Law is founded govern, 
or ought to govern acts of state in all civilized nations, if an act of 
state is of an unjust, oppressive or tyrannical nature, it violates those 
principles none the less because it is one which cannot be questioned or 
taken cognizance of by the Courts of justice. I have not followed in the 
footsteps of my father and mismanaged the Estate. In fact, I have done 
what I could to extricate myself from the embarrassed condition in which 
my fatlier had left me by his mismanagement. Even if it is presumed 
that I had a character similar to my father's or even had there been a 
succession of extravagant and spendthrift Jaghirdars, the Government of 
Madras would not be ju.stified in taking such an extreme measure as the 
absolute appropriation or sequestration of the Jaghir, though they pr^ 
hahly would be fully satisfied, under such circumstances, in ordenng the 
Jaghir to be taken under the management of the Local Authorities and 
out of the hands of the Jaghirdar temporarily. 

13. Finally i tried my last chance in 1884, in the hope that fair 
justice would he done me, by putting in a memorial to the Madras Go¬ 
vernment setting forth fuUy my grievances and praying that the^ would 
be pedressed, but the Government informed me by Order No. b^2, dated 
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-SIructober 1884 that they haye cousidered my Memprial and also a 
‘‘ report on it by the Sirkele of Pudukota, and see no reason to interfere 
“on my behalf/’ 


14. Keenly alive to the injustice done by the Madras Government 
to my several petitions^ copies of which are hereto annexed with their 
orders thereon, I transmitted a petition^under date 5th December 1885 to 
the Goyernment of India on which I have received the Order No. 4167 I, 
dated 26th December 1885. 

15. Here 1 humbly beg to say a few words about the Ghinira Arra- 
maney Jagbir. It is a Jaghir assigned for maintenance to another branch 
of the Royal family at Padukota* The late holder was Tirumalay Tondi- 
man Sahib. When he was put in possession of the Estate in 1864—65 
by the State, he was strictly enjoined by the Madras Government not to 
contract any debts. He set aside the warning and contracted enormous 
debts to the extent of 44 lakhs of rupees, within a short period of 4years 
and not a single pie of the debts waKS discharged either from the usxifruct 
of his Jaghir or otherwise. When he sought for relief at the" hands of 
Government, it was refused and Governinent declined by Order dated 
10th March 1869, No. 58 to resume his Jaghir without the consent of the 
creditors. That Jaghir has lately been placed under the raanageraent of 
the Local Authorities and its surplus accumulated for the benefit of his 
successor, but tny ancient and hereditary Jaghir has unjustly and abso^ 
lutely been resumed as an act of state. • 

16. In coucliision, I beg to assert that it is apparent from the Go¬ 
vernment records that the heavy debts of my father which 1 had taken 
upon my shoulders under pressure of necessity, vexation and disgrace, 
have been satisfied many times over by the usufruct of the villages and 
that notwithstanding such a liquidation, it was beyond my power to recover 
the lands from the mortgagees for reasons shewm in the preceding paras 
9 and 10 and that the relief prayed for in my first memorial to the Mad¬ 
ras Government has been afforded in a high-handed way so as tp. affect 
the interest of my sons who are aged 19 and 17 respectively and ivho 
can, under th^ Hindu Law and the custom of the country, repudiate all 
claims on the Jaghir and resume it free from all encumbrances, when the 
right of succession to the Estate accrues. The Jaghir in question was 
unoonditionally granted several years ago to my great grandfather on the 
ground of Ids having been the lineal descendant of an ancestor of the 
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reigning family, /see para 3 of the Petition to the Government 
of India). Under the above circumstances, 1 respectfully implore your 
Lordship will be pleased to condescend to take my deplorable case into 
your favorable consideration and order my Jaghir to be restored to me, 
or to set aside the permanent resumption and place it under the separate 
Wanagement Of the Political Agent or the Local Authorities for the bene¬ 
fit of my minor keirs, as has been done in the case of the Chinna Arra- 
maney Jaghir referred to in j)ara 15 above. If your Lordship entertain 
any doubt as to whether the liabilities of the creditors have been fully 
satisfied, I pray that the Jaghir be directetl to be put under the Court of 
Wards. If what I seek at your hands is refused, I feel assured that I 
would be stigmatized for ever by my minor sons and posterity as the 
most sinful and unworthy descendant of the noble family in having 
brought about the permanent loss of their ancient and hereditary Jaghir. 

(Signed) 


Rathakkistna Tonmman Sahib, 
W. P. Jaghirdar. 



Even from far-off London, the Jaghirdar failed to got relief, and 
this fs clear from the decision of the Secretary of State reproduced below: 


POLITICAt DkPABTMKNT 


PBOCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT. 


Bead the following letter from the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, dated, Simla, the 27th Septemper 1S86, No. 3481 I. 

lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 464 
Pol. dated the 3rd May 1886, forwarding for Submission to Her Majes- 
ty’^ Secretary of State for India, a memorial from Sri Radhakristna 
Tondiman Sahib of Pudukota, appealing against the orders of the Go¬ 
vernments of India and Fort St. George, in the matter of t^e resumption 
of his Jaghir by the Pudukota State. 

2. In reply I am to state that the Secretary of State sees no reason 
for interfering on behalf Of the memorialist who may be so informed. 
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Order thereon, 12th Oetobor 1886, ITo. 92, 

The raemorialist will he informed aocordmgly by the Political Agent 
with reference to G, 0. 463 dated 3rd May 1886, Political. 

(True extract! 

’ (Signed) Fosmi Websteb, 

Chief Secretary. 

No. 402. (True copy) 

Forwarded to the Dewan-Regent, Pudukota, with a request that he 
will be good enough to coinmunicate the same to M. R Ry. Sri Rxtha- 
kristna Tondiman Sahib, Mellaarramanay Jaghirdar, Pudukota# 


TRICHINOPOLY, ) 
14th October 1886. 3 


(Signed) 


W. AUSTIN, 

Political Agent. 


With the above narration of facts and circumstances and with his 
persevering endeavours to obtain justice even at the hands of the highest 
authority, the ?Jaghirdar’s agitation and movements ceased, though he 
strove to the last upon the noble principle-—With patience and perseve-* 
ranee the mulberry leaf becomes satin.’* Though with the disposal of 
the above communication to the Secretary of State, the Jaghirdar’s 
attempts to get relief through the regular official channels might be said 
to have ceased, still it may be mentioned here that the Jaghirdar has 
also tried to create attention to this matter in the British Parliament in an 
extra-official way as it were, by presenting a memorandum at Tanjore to 
Mr. W. S. Caine and soliciting Mr. William Digby to take up the mat¬ 
ter on hand. But they have, as might be expected, while sympathising 
with the Jaghirdar in his distressed condition, regretted their inability to 
do anything for him. The letter and the memorandum of the Jaghirdar 
to Mr. Caine and the replies from the two personages are given below:— 

PUDUKOTA, 12th November 1890. 

To W.^'S. Caine Esquire, m. p. 

Bombay. 

Worthy Sir,-— With due deference and submission I beg to state that 
I am the Cousin of His Highness, the late Maha Raja and the Paternal Un¬ 
cle of His Highness the present Maha Raja of Pudukota, a Native State 
situated in the extreme south of the Madras Presidency and at a distance of 
36 miles to the south of Tanjore. By the continued and uusworving loyalty 



%l3:^iendsliip ever evinced by its Chiefs towards the Throne ol England, 
Piidukota, though comparatively small in its extent and revermo, is yet 
one of the most prominent Native States in India enjoying absolute 
powers of Civil, Criminal and Revenue jurisdiction over its subjects. It 
may therefore be seen that a cousin of such an honored and privileged 
ally of the British Government, such as I am, is entitled to an interview 
with you during your approaching tour in this Presidency at Tanjore or 
Trichinopoly just as it may suit your convenience. Your unceasing in¬ 
terest in India and all her Native Chiefs and subjects has impelled us all 
to rejoice at the intelligence of your second visit to India and first visit 
to the Madras Presidency which is expected not only to result in our 
country’s complete emancipation from drunkenness but also from her 
political slavery and administrative oppression. I await your kind reply 
at an early date specifying the station at which you may feel convenient 
to grant me an iuterview. 

Wishing you all success in the coming elections in England, 

Your Most Obedient Servant, 

(Signed; Rathakkistka. Tonbimah Sahib. 

Bombay, November 19th 

To M. R. Ry. Badhakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge your very kind and obliging letter 
of November 12th. I regret to say that it is not in my power to make any 
appointment to meet you, as my time is very limited in the Madras Pre¬ 
sidency, and I cannot come so far south as Pudukota. With my respectful 
compliments believe irle, 

Yours faithfully 
(Signed) W. S. Caine. 

Mbmokanbum 

Presented by the Western Palace Jaghirdar at Tanjore 
To W. S. Caine Esq., m.p. 

Por the kind favor of his introducing this important subject in the 
British House OF Commons, 


Pudukota is an important Native State situated in the extreme south 
of the Madras Presidency and ruled over by the Tondiman Family which 






history* lias described as one of the oldest and truest allies of the Britishi 
in Southern' India, who materially aided in the contest for supremacy 
wdth the French, especially in the stirring events in the neighbourhood 
of Trichinopoly and subsequently in the wars against the Mahomedan 
Dynasty of Mysore.” His. Highness the “Rajah Tondiman Bahadur is 
a native hereditary Chief, the Prince and Ruler of an extensive Province. 

■ He is a dependent Chief, in regard to all matters of d political nature^ on 
' the British Government, to whom as his liege lord he owes allegiance 
and military service.” 

2. In the above State of Pudukota, there existed until 18.81 an 
Estate styled the Mellaarrainauai or the Western Palace Jagbir granted 
umonditionallg by the 1st or the Original Ruler of the State so far back 
as 1780 to the present Western Palace Jaghirdar’s great grand-father 
(sou of the Original Ruler’s son by his junior wifoj for his support and 
.maintenance. 

8. The present Western Palace Jaghirdar is cousin to His High¬ 
ness the late Rajah and paternal uncle to His Highness the present minor 
Rajah of the State. By virtue of inheritance and the right possessed by 
all Hindu sons under the Hindu Law, the Western Palace Jagbir 
devolved on the present Jaghirdar’s (i,e. the writer of this memo) father 
who took possession of it in 1823 and enjoyed it till his death ip 1856. 

4. The Jaghirdar’s father, during his lifetime, mortgaged his Es¬ 
tate consisting of a dozen groups of villages yielding an annual revenue 
of about Rs. 80,000 and borrowed money to the extent of 3 lacs of 
rupees, besides sundry simple debts, aggregating nearly Rs. 60,000 (all 
of which amount he squandered solely on immoral purposes) contrary to 
the British Political Agent’s Proclamation of 1820, which was repeated 
by that officer in 1842 and again in 1864 and which was to the effect 
that ‘‘persons holding Jaghirs and other grants of land from the Piidu- 
kota State were only entitled to the usufructuary enjoyment of them and 
that any alienation whatever whether by SaU^ Mortgage or Gift would 
not be recognized.” The present Western Palace Jaghirdar’s (signatory 
of this) personal remonstrance against the acts of his father in incurring 
heavy debts having proved fruitless, he made several complainis to al¬ 
most all of the British Political Agents for the Pudukota State urgently 
requesting them to adopt proper measures to restrain his father from pur¬ 
suing such a ruinous course of Ufe and to preserve the ancient Jaghir of 




Ifellaarramanai again.«>t creditorial destrnctian. But all thege produced 
no efFect whatever. By virtue of the Political Agenfs prodmnation 
ferred to above, each mccemve JagMrdar is but a temporary holder of the 
Jaghir property entitled to its enjoyment for life and that only and has no 
power whatever for Making alienations try Salb, Moktgagb or Gij’T to the 
prejudice of, or so as to he binding upon, his successor or 8uecessm\9, 

5. On the death of his father, the present Jaghirdar could and 
would have nullified his father’s debts under the authority of the above 
Proclamation and entered into possession of his Jaghir free from all encum¬ 
brances; but just at that time the exemption of the Western Palace Fa¬ 
mily from the jurisdiction of the local Civil Courts was unreasonably 
removed by the then Ruler of the State and the Jaghirdar was exposed 
to constant suits at the instance of his father's creditors who obtained and 
executed decrees, attached his movable and immovable properties and 
gave him very great trouble and annoyance. Having incessantly been 
brought to such an unpleasant fix, the eTaghirdar, with a view to free 
himself from annoyance and diBgrace, very reluctantly had to compromise 
with his father’s creditors by renewing his father’s bonds and adding to 
their amonnt the aceiimnlated interest thereon, court costs &c. pledging 
the revenues of the Jaghir villages as before, 

6. In this manner in 1862 the debts reached a sum of Rs. 3,68,180. 
In 1868 the present Jaghirdar addressed the then Political Agent point¬ 
ing out to him that he was not liable for the debts of his father nor could 
the Jaghir (in his eiyoyment^ be held liable; and being morally conscious 
of his duty to discharge the said debts &e, if possible, he proposed to do 
so whenever the surplus revenue of the Jaghir permitted. The Political 
Agent declined to interfere* 

7. In 1874 the Jaghirdar, being harassed by his father’s creditors, 
requested the then Political Agent to attach the Jaghir and place it 
under the management of the Sirkcle (Dewan of the State) allowing a* 
proper scale of maintenance for the support of himself and his family and 
ordering the liquidation of the debts gradually out of the surplus re^ 
venues of the Jaghir, Finally the Jaghirdar was informed by the Poli¬ 
tical Agent’s letter dated 2ist August J 875 that, as the Govcrnnjent had 
once declined to resume the Jaghir hinds of the Chinnaarramaiiai Jaghir 
(a Jaghir enjoyed by another branch ofvthe late Rajah’s younger brother’s 
family at Pudukota) undor similar circumstances, without the consent of 



-misrffy: 


creditors of that Jaghir, his (the present Western Palace Jagliirdar’s) 
request could not be complied with. 

8. Finding that the debts of the secured creditors had been satis¬ 
fied by the usufructuary enjoyment by them of the villages, for over 50 
years and upwards, the Jaghirdar sought the aid of the local Civil Courts, 
but his claim was held to have been barred by limitation. Even the Po¬ 
litical Agent declined to interfere on the plea that the alienation once 
recoguized by the holder of the Jaghir, would hold good against himself, 
thmgh it would not bar his successor, 

9. Conscious of the euiharrassed circumstances in which the Ja¬ 
ghirdar Was then placed, he, on the 28th April 1880, memorialised the 
then Governor of Madras praying for orders:-^ 

1. To direct the Political Agent or the Sirkele “to resume the immediate rnahago* 

ment of the entire Jaghir, to make a full and impartial enquiry into the 
character, the validity, and the amount of the existing debts, and to ascertain 
whether or not the whole amount of the said debts have been fully liquidated 
from the income of the Jaghir” and if thci'e existed any balance, “to have the 
same paid off at a fixed rate anmmlly from the income of the Jagiiir and hand 
over the remainder for the niamtonance and support of the Petitioner (Jaghir- 
dar) and his family.” 

2. To restore the ancient privilege of exemption (lately withheld from him mc^st 

unreasonably) from the jurisdiction of tho local Courts. 

The result of this petition was that the Political Agent and the Sirkele 
Were directed by G. 0. (Madrasj dated 21st June 1880 to give a detailed 
report on the petition; nhd in obediance to this G* 0. the Political Agent 
submitted a report dated 27th November 1880 to the Madras Government, 
enclosing therein also the Minister’s report The suggestions and re¬ 
commendations made in the said reports by the Political Agent and the 
Sirkele were: — 

Istly. That there coftld hot he any compromise with the creditors, aa that would 
bo incompatible with the theory that the Jaghir is inalienable and therefore 
any temporary afetaohment of the Jaghh for the benefit of the Jaghirdar 
and his family and for the liquidation of the debts would simply ho out of 
question, impolitic and unjustifiable. 

2ndly. That as to the actual existence of any legal daim of the creditors on the 
Jaghirdar’s Estate, creditors of both kinds fully knew tho nature of the 
speculation they were embarking their capital oh and those of them at any 
rate who had been enjoyihg the Jaghir villages for long periods ranging to 
CO years and upwards have been paid their principal over and over and if 
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wm resompliioii of Which they were fully &wai-a did occur, 

theirs at least could be no case of substantial in}ustice requinng auj 
deration whatever. 

3rdly. That the beat course to be adopted in disposing of the Jaghirdar’s |>etition 

was to reject his proposals altogotbor, to resume the Weatem Palacse Jaghir 
entirely as an act of state and to allow the Jaghirdar and his family for all 
time to eome a suitable pension. 

4thly. Also to grant the Jaghirdar and his family the privilege of eicemi)tioii irom 
the process of the Civil Courts which ho-d been i-ecently taken away. 

10. These recoinmen.dations of the Sirkele and the Political Agent 
were finally sanctiomKi by the Madras Government in its order dated 

• 14tb May 1881 and the Western Palace Jagbir was permanently resumed 
by the Pnd ukota Government and an annual pension of Bs. 15,000 
granted in lieu — of course a poor allowance quite insufficient for the or¬ 
dinary expenses as against Bs. 30,000, (the annual expenditure during 
the lifetime of the Jaghirdar’s father) and when compared with the in¬ 
come of the Jaghir amounting to nearly 80,000 Rupees per annum. ■ , 

11. When the Jaghirdar came to know that the final recommenda¬ 
tions of the Sirkele and the Political Agent were against his interests, 
he, on the 6th May 1881, petitioned the Madras Government praying that 
the Jaghir might' not be resumed for ever and that the right of his minor 
sons and posterity to succeed to the Jaghir be not also taken away. But 
the Government as per its order dated 9th June 1881 declined to 
interfere. 

12. Finally in 1884 the Jaghirdar memorialised the Madras Go¬ 
vernment in the hope that justice would be done him, but that Govern¬ 
ment in its order of the 7th October 1884 refused again its interference, 

13. When the Jaghirdar appealed on the .5th December 1885 to 

the Government of India against the Unjust permanent Msumptibn of 
the Jaghir sanctioned against his interests and those of his sons by the 
Government of Madras contrary to the relief sought for at the hands of 
that Government as per his petition dated the 28th April 1880, he was ^ 
informed by deci£ion No. 4167 I, dated 26th December 1885 that “ the 
Governor-General in Council sees no reason to interfere.” Even the 
memorial which the signatory to this sent to the Right Honorable the 
Secretary of State for India has been summarily disposed of in the India 
Office with a reply (dated 27th September 1886) to the effect that “ the 
Secretary of State sees no reason for interfering on behalf of the 
naemoiialist.” 
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14. It will not be out of place to mention in this connection an ins- 
tanoe analogous to the Jaghirdar’s case,in which tbe> procedure of the Mad¬ 
ras Government has been quite different and which consquently has a verj 
sti‘oiig bearing on his case* There is another Jaghir in the State bj". the 
name of Chinnaarrainanai Jaghir, an appurtenance of the Pudukota State 
in the possession and enjoyment of its holder—-the Head 6i ahothfer 
branch of the Rajah’s faihily at Pudukota. Its late holder wks Tintoalai 
Tondiman Sahib, the younger brother of H. H, the late Baja of Pudu¬ 
kota. When that Jaghir was, under the orders of Government, made over 
in 1864—65 by the State to its proper heir who then only attained the 
statutory age of luajority, he w^as strictly enjoined by the Madras Govern¬ 
ment not to alienate any portion of his Jaghir villages and contract any 
debt thereon. But in violation of that warning and within a short 
period of 4 years the said Jaghirdar mortgaged his lands and borrowed 
money to the extent of 4^ lacs of rupees, of which not a single pie was 
discharged either from the usufruct of lua Jaghir or otherwise. When 
he sought relief at the hands of the Madras Government, it was refused 
and the Goyernment declined by an order to resume his Jaghir without 
the consent of the creditors. This Jaghir was, after the dernise ofdts 
holder, kept under the management of the Pudukota Government owing 
to the mindrity of his son to who m it was made over in 1885 with the' 
balance of revenue. Of course the creditors who had been enjoying the 
Jaghir lands were, at the time of their temporary resumption by the 
State in the interests of the minor son, ousted out of their possessions* by 
the Order of the Government of Fort St. George. 

15. It will thus be seen from the foregoing precedent in the State 
that the Government has dohe^ justice to the Chinnaarramandi Jkghirdar 
and injustice to (he present JaghirdarWf the resumed Western Palace 
Estate. 

16. In these circumBtances, the signatory to this memorandum -a 
nearest relation of an extremely faithfiii ally (the Tondiman of Pudulcota) 
of the British Government—respectfully begs permission to request; 
you to hike up graciously his unfortunate case in the British House ot 
Commons—that palladiuiri of the free and the brave, of the forlorn and 
the oppressed, and get his unmerited grievance redressed. His Jaghir 
has been most arbitrarily resumed against all law and custom which k 
termed an act of state which designation at once deprives any one of all 
his remedies in the judicial tribunals of a JS'ative State and of British India, 
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I all local and the most common remedies that are the privileges of 
even the meanest subject of His Highness the Tondiman Bahadur or Her 
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen Empress of India having been denied 
to him by one stroke of the pen as all Her Majesty’s Kepresentatives in 
India and England have most summarily disposed of his unfortunate case 
and as the Tondiman Chief “is a dependent Chief, injregard to all matters 
of a political nature, on the British Government” as will be seen from 
the opening para of this memorandum, the Jaghirdar has no other go, 
no other remedy than to appeal submissively to the British House of 
‘ Commons—on the portals of which are written Justice and Mercy in 
characters of gold—to render him the simplest justice by cancelling the 
nnjnst permanent resumption of his hereditary Jaghir and by restoring 
the same to him and his sons and successors with all the rights and pri¬ 
vileges enjoyed hy their predecessors as has been done in the case of 
another branch of the House of Tondiman.--the Chinnajtrramanai—as 
detailed above. This will be an act that will be consistent with the terms 
of Her Majesty’s repeated Proclamations in India and the time—honored 
prestige of the British Government and the British Nation and it will make 
the hearts of all the Native Chiefs and Rulers in India throb with joy. 


Pudukota. 


5—12 


ikota, ) 

-1890. ) 


(Signed) Rathakbistka Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar* 


To 


Madras, December 5th 1890. 

M. R. Ry. Rathakbistna Tondaman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Dear Sir,—I have read your printed statement to me. 

While sympathising very much with your troubles and grievance, 1 
am sorry to say that it will not be possible for me to induce the British 

Parliament to consider your case. 

In matters of this kind Parliament will always refuse to interfere 
with the final decisions of the Indian Government. 

With kind regards and best wishes for your final success, 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) W.S. Caine. 


Indian I^olitical Agency, London. 
February 27th, 1S91. 

M. R. By* Eathakrishna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Dear Sir,- -I duly received your letter of the 19th January with ac¬ 
companying printed Memorandain, and in reply thereto beg to say that 
the matter mentioned therein is not one in which the House of Commons 
can usefully interfere. It is of no use appealing to that body. If the 
Dewan of the State will not endorse the proposal you make and show both 
its reasonableness and justice, no one here will, or can, take any 
steps in your behalf. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yburs faithfully, 
(Signed) Wm. Digby. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Management under the Schedule system. 

As shewn in Chapter II, the Western Palace Jaghir was re¬ 
sumed iii 1881. Prior to the order of resumption, a schedule had 
been submitted by the Jaghirdar in February 1881, as requested 
by the Minister, fixing the amount of ordinary annual expenses at 
Rs. 30,000, and adding as footnote in the schedule that “the Mana¬ 
ger will have to submit detailed monthly account of expenses to any 
office which the Sirkele (minister^ may be pleased to mention,^’ and that 
“with regard to the appointment and dismissal of all the servants and 
officers, nomination and recommendation lie with the Jaghirdar and for¬ 
mal approval and sanction, with the Sirkele.’’ On the other hand, the 
Sirkele, on receipt of the G. 0. granting the Jaghirdar an annual allow¬ 
ance of Rs. 15,000, requested him to draw a schedule of ordinary expen¬ 
ses. The Jaghirdar declined and intimated that he had already submitt¬ 
ed a schedule for Rs. 30,000. But the Sirkele insisted th^it a schedule 
should be sent in, as already requested, and threatened that, in the event 
of the Jaghirdar refusing to submit the schedule in two days, the matter 
would be referred to higher authorities. The Jaghirdar addi*essed the 
then Political Agent, Mr. H. Sewell, on the subject. At the outset he 
pointed out to the Sirkele the undesirability of interfering with the expen- * 
diture of the Jaghirdar’s money-pension, and also observed that such a 






CourBe of conduct would necessitate a great deal of troublesome enquiry 
into his private and domestic afFairvS with which the State liud no concern. 
The Sirkele cobtended and wrote to the Political Agent to say thatai^she, 
in his position^ had moi’e opportunities of kaowiag what traiisjjired he- 
hind the scene than he (Political Agent) had^ he saw’no reasott to alter 
his view already advanced to the effect that, on the resumption of the en¬ 
tire Jaghir, the raoney-allowaiice to be substituted must be spent accord¬ 
ing to a fixed schedule so as to provide for the duo support of the 
Jaghirdar and his family. On receipt of a letter from the Political Agent 
in reply to the Jaghirdar’s, the Sirkele communicated that the proposals 
made hy himself in the interest of the JagWrdtir and his family were 
approved of by the Political Agent and that to leave at the Jaghirdar's 
disposal the monthly allowance to be drawn by his shroff, as requested 
in his Yadahast'of 27th July 1881, would be opposed to the instructions 
conveyed by Government. It was further observed in the Sirkele’s Yu- 
dhast thatjt would bo entirely useless to object any longer to the pro¬ 
posals already sanctioned for keeping the Jaghirdar and his members 
comfortable. The Jaghirdar made a strong protest against the arrange^ 
inents alleged to have been sanctioned by the Political Agent. But he 
was informed that the Political Agent had sanctioned in his letter of 6th 
August 1881 the schedule for Rs. 15,000 and approved of the sebemo 
suggested for conducting the scheduled expenses. In forwarding a copy 
of the schedule for the Jagln’rdaPs information, it was also commumoat- 
ed by the Sirkele that the Manager and the Staff that wwdd be nominat¬ 
ed according to the proposals embodied in the schedule wmuld conduct 
the expenses and prepare^ the accounts of expenditure, and that at the 
ooinmencement the appointment would be made by the Sirkele. The 
Jaghirdar remonstrated in vain agairist the schedule system which was 
eventually enforced from the 1st of October 1881. Although ha pointed 
out that the scheduled arrangements were most oppressive and dislike<l 
by himself and the other members of his family and that the order of 
Government dated 14th May 1881 conveyed in the Sirkeles’s Yadhast 
No. 20 contained no instructions as to bow the money-pension should bo 
spent, ho was eventually furnished with the following extract from a 
letter of the Sirkele to the Political Agent,dated 28th July BSP No. 342:- 

‘Tara 9. The Manager assisted by his subordinates will manage 
the household, and render accounts of expenditure to the Sirkele as well 
4 ® to the Jagfairdan He will present the Jaghirdar’s receipt, and draw^ 


tie money every mouth from the Treasury and sj^end it for the purposes 
defined in the schodide, purchasing all the provisions, paying all the 
wages of servants, and generally looking after the management of the 
honse-hold, and keeping strictly correct account of expenditure from day 
to day of all items except that of the Pocket money of the Jaghirdar and 
the Eanees which will be absolutely at their disposal.” 

^“Para IJ. I propose that the savings in each month should go to 
form a fund, out of which contingencies such as may arise out of varia- 
tioiis in prices of provisions &c. are to be met, or in other words, the 
deficiencies of certain months’ must be met from the surplus of others/’ 

The Jaghirdar left no stone unturned to get the scheduled arrange¬ 
ments cancelled) hut to no purpose. He was made to understand that all 
■ such arrangements were intended for the well—being of himself and his 
family and that there would therefore be no use of his arguing and con¬ 
tending without comprehending the object already formed in the interest 
of the Western Palace Family. TIh 3 more he* wrote and complained 
against the schedule system, the stronger did the Political Agent and the 
Sirkele stand in favour of it. Disheartened by the result of his agitations 
and defeated in all his attempts to throw off the yoke of munagement of 
his family pension by a steward and staff, the Jaghirdar quietly submitt¬ 
ed to his fate and put up with all bis miseries as if he were a State pri¬ 
soner. Being placed in a state of dilemma and despair, he felt compell¬ 
ed to select S, A, Annasainier who was an English tutor to his sons for 
the newly created office of Manager, The nomination of this incumbent 
was duly communicated to the Sirkele who at once passed his order of 
hearty approval. With the pension due for the first month in advance, 
the Manager took charge of his office on the 1st October 1881 and con¬ 
ducted his duties, under the grace and favor of the Sirkeks but after the 
lapse of a few months, he began to give unnecessary trouble to the Jag- 
hinlir and set at defiance his reasonable requests and orders. When the 
Sirkele was informed of the Manager’s arbitrary proceedings, he paid no 
attention to it. In the eye of the Manager the Jaghirdar was a mere 
zero. He was looked upon with contempt and derision. ' The Manager 
openly declared that the power of removing him from his office rested 
not with the Jaghirdar but with his master, the Sirkele. Finding him¬ 
self placed in a miserable condition and un<ler the protection of the 
Manager for daily doles, the Jaghirdar remained quiet for sometime and 
allowed him to act according to his sweet will and pleasure, it was ou 





'tfie 5th of November 1882 that a memorial was dravm up by the Jaghir- 
dar to the address of the Madras Government and transmitted through 
the Political Agent. Extracts therefrom are given below:— 


5. The Political Agent in communicating the Proceedings of the 
Government, dated 12th January 1881, to the Sirkele recommended to 
His Excellency the llajah Tondiman Bahadoor of Pudukota : (1) to re¬ 
sume the Melaarramanay Jaghir entirely and permanently, (3) to pay 
the petitioner a monthly pension of Rs. 1,000 and to avoid all interfer-* 
ence with his expenditure of the pension as it would necessitate a good 
deal of troublesome inquiry into his private and domestic affairs with 
which the State has no concern, (3) and to employ th# balance which 
may roughly be estimated at Rs. 20,000 per annum in liquidating the 
unsecured debts of the petitioner’s father. The Sirkele in a letter add¬ 
ressed to the Political Agent, dated 16th February 188), stated ; (1^ that 
the permanent and absolute resumption of the Jaghir should form a sine 
(fua non oi liXij arrangement with the petitioner or his creditors. The 
Sirkele, (2) proceeds t» report, that when he requested the petitioner to 
forward a Schedule of his ordinary expenses per annum, the petitioner 
submitted a Schedule fixing his annual expenses at Rs. 30,000 and esti¬ 
mating the proceeds of the Jaghir to be about Rs. 4.5,000, the extraor¬ 
dinary expenses such as for marriages, repairs and the like may bo met 
with from the ample margin thus afforded. The Sirkele considered tliis 
very extravagant and submitted that an annual pension of Rs. 15,000 
would be ample enough for the maintenance of the petitioner aiidhis family. 
He differed from the Political Agent in the matter of non-interference in 
petitioner’s expenditure of the pension and submitted th^t the pension 
should take the form of a Schedule defining once for all the raison and 
mode of expenditure. In a subsequent letter (March 1881) he stated 
that he adhered generally to the opinions expressed in his former letter 
of the 16th February 1881, The Government in their Proceedings, 
dated 14th May 1881, sanctioned the proposal of the Sirkele to resume 
the Jaghir and to pay an annual pension of Rs. 15,000 and to pay all ex¬ 
traordinary expenses from the Pudukota State Funds, and to relieve the 
petitioner from the jurisdiction of the Civil Tribunals of the Pudukota 
State. The Government imposed a further condition, viz., that a con¬ 
tinued residence for the petitioner Ik 3 fixed and the titles and honors of 
the holder of Melaarramanay Jaghir be granted to the petitioner.” 

“ 7. Your Excellency’s most humble pi^titioner now begs to submit 
a table of the establishment as formed by the Sirkele, for the sake of dis- 





Bursing the pension-amouat allowed to the Petitioner and his family* 
Your Excellency in Council will be pleased to observe that the Political 
Agent in his letter to the Sirkele forwarding Government Proceedings of 
12th January 1881, pointed out the undesirability of interfering with the 
Petitioner’s expenditure of his Pension, and stated that such a course of 
conduct would necessitate a great deal of troublesome enquiry into the 
private and domestic affairs of the petitioner, which it certainly would be 
desirable to avoid. The Sirkele admitting such an interference to be un¬ 
desirable pointed out as his reason the characteristic of the Kuliar aristo¬ 
cracy to get into debt and to lead lewd lives and thus abuse an income 
granted only for the maintenance of their dignity and status. The Sir¬ 
kele included the petitioner in those whose conduct called for interference 
and without any proof of culpable improvidence on the part of the peti¬ 
tioner either in the past or in the present was pleased to declare the peti¬ 
tioner neither better nor worse than others of the Kullar aristocracy. 

!• Establishment as formed by the Sirkele:— 

Per annum. 

(1) Servants, Domestic and others ... ... Ks. 4,800 

(2) Horses, Equipages, Stabling, &c.... ... „ 840 

(3) Extraordinary Festivals, &c. .. „ 3,000 

(4) Boarding inclusive of Provisions, Stores, 

Clothing, &c., at Rs. 530 per mensem ,, 6,360 


Total Rupees... 15,0.00 


II. Former Establishment:— 

(a) Servants Domestic only. 

( Exclusive of Mace-bearers, Village Officers, 

Karnams, &c,, who served without Wages, 

Inams having been granted to them for such 
services and who were 110 in number ... Rs. 7,000 
(h) Boarding, Provisions, Stores, Clothing, &c. 

Horses, Equipages and Stabling, Ac. ... „ 20,000 

Prom a comparison of these two tables it will be found the Sirkele 
proposes to dispense with an establishment of Rupees 7,000 per annum, 
and substitute in its stead one costing Rupees 4,800 for the same period. 
Your Excellency’s humble petitioner will by this arrangement not only 





Jose tbo services of that portion of his establishitient which costs the 
excess over Hupees 4,800 but also of that body of servants who gave 
their services in consideration of the Inams which were granted to them 
for their services only. Besides in reference to the item of Horses, Equi¬ 
pages and Stabling it may be pointed out that the Palace authorities 
allowed Your Excellency’s humble petitioner the use of five horses and 
the cost of their keep as a matter of right. It is now proposed by the 
Sirkele to retrench all this establishment and to limit the expenses in 
respect of that item to Bnpees 860 per annum. Your Excellency 
"will not need further comment to observe what straits your Excellency’s 
bumble petitioner will be reduced to by means of thivS merciless retrench¬ 
ment on all sides. To point out one of the several hardships under the 
Sirkele’s new arrangement, Your Exceltency’s humble petitioner’s 
daughter aged 8 years has not been allowed any income, on the ground 
that in the Sirkele’s opinion, she can jmSvsibly have no wants.” 

8. In fixing Rupees 15,000 as the pension properly allowable to 
Your Excellency’s humble petitioner the Sirkele submitted as one of his 
reasons that though there was nothing of a suspicious character suggest¬ 
ing inaccuracy in the petitioner’s statcinent estimating the income of the 
Jaghir at Rs. 50,000/ it was highly probable that the Jaghir may not 
yield the Rs. 50,000, just at present for reasons which are needless here 
to specify. To shew that the statement of Your Excellency's , humble 
petitioner is in no respect incorrect it may be pointed out that when 
attachment took place iii July of Fusli 1281, the estimated Beriz, was 
Rs. 55,360 out of which Rs. 30,000 were collected, the remainder not 
having been collected because proper arrangements were not made. 
Your Excellency need entertain no doubt of the remainder being collect¬ 
ed as well for the Leaseholders of the Jaghir enjoy their respective hold¬ 
ings paying money rents to the Jaghirdar and not in kind. Your Ex¬ 
cellency’s humble petitioner most respectfully expresses his pain at his 
being thus treated worse than a State Prisoner. Though even the 
latter is allowed the control of his pension, not only bus Your Excellency’s 
humble petitioner to submit to the resumption of his ancient patrimony 
by the Puducotta State, but also has he to consent to another man’s 
directing the concerns of his household wnile he and his children have to 
receive their doles from the hands of a stranger. Rupees 15,000 is itself 
a large sum of money and affords room for misappropriation. The Peti¬ 
tioner, while painfully made tiu^are daily of this tact^ cannot, from hia 
subordinate position) prevent such iniquities.” 


‘"12. The Sirkole writing to the Political’Agent urging this greatly 
inconvenient and uncalled-for interference in the petitioner’s expenditure 
of his annual pension pointed out, that even in the Household of His 
Excellency the Rajah Tonditnan of Puducotta, the expenditure is con¬ 
ducted !)y a Manager and Staff appointed by the Sirkele and in accor¬ 
dance with a Schedule framevl by the Sirkele. He continnes to state 
that the excellent results of such a system of nianagenient is clearly felt 
in all directions and while the sum set apart for the use of the Royal 
Household is properly spent, there are no fresh calls upon the public 
purse to add to that income. It may bo here pointed out that the Mana¬ 
ger and Staff are not appointed by the Sirkele but by H. E. the Rajah 
Tondiman, and also that when the Sirkele called for the accounts of the 
Household, the Rajah Tondiman refused to tender any such accounts of 
the expenses of his own Household to a stranger. T;oUr Excellences 
humble petitioner has not the least objeotipri to appoint a Manager and 
Staff of his own and to expend the annual pension of Rs. 13,000 in a way 
calculated to increase the comforts of his family and household. On the 
other hand it will be a great hardship upon him to be a receiver of daily 
doles at the hands of a set of servants w ho would not have an iota of res¬ 
pect or reverence towards him not being under his own control.” 

“13. Yout Excellency’s humble petitioner, therefore, most respect¬ 
fully prays, (1) that the Sirkele be instructed to pay into the hands of 
the petitioner the annual pension of Rs. 15,000; (2) and also not to in¬ 
terfere in the petitioner’s expenditure of the monthly pension thus 
granted to him.” 

The memorialist was informed by the Madras Government through 
the Political Agent that His Excellency the Governor in Council was 
unable to comply with any of the requests contained in his memorial of 
5th November last. 

Subsequently it came to the knowledge of the Jaghirdar that the 
Government had believed in the Sirkele’s allegations and passed an un¬ 
favorable order on his memorial. Undoubtedly the report of the Sirkele 
wag in part based ou a petition alleged to'have been written by the Ja- 
ghirdiir’s minor sons who, it was believed, had complained against their 
hither’s conduct and objected to his being permitted to have the manage¬ 
ment either of his Jaghir or of the allowance of Rs 15,000 or any other 
sum which might be granted to him. 
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^•;^v^nfortunate]y lio enqiriries were ins hy tho Sirkele as to the 

geanineness of the njinors’ petition, nor was the fact tliat such a petition 
had been written against the Jagbirdar ever brought *to his notice, If 
enquiries had been made, it would have been found that the Jagbirdar 
and the minor sous and the other members of his family were living 
peacefully together and that they shared in common the allotted allow¬ 
ance from the Jaghir incomes, one and all feeling its insufficiency and 
regretting the sad plight to whicli the Western Palace Family was 
reduced. 

» At the beginning of 1883, the Sirkele addressed a Yadhast intimat¬ 
ing to the Jaghirdar that a pair of Australian black mares with silver 
plated double harness for his use, and a Victoria Phaeton and a pair of 
Pegu ponies with silver plated doiihle harness for the nse of his sons 
wwe entrusted to the care of the Manager. The Jaghirdar wrote to the 
Sirkele to the effect that it was not just on his part to leave the animals 
and the vehicle in the possession of the Manager who had assumed an anta¬ 
gonistic attitude towards him, as he would not order them whenever he 
was in need of them for his drive. The Sirkele’s reply conveyed that, gs 
the property belonged to the Jaghirdar, he was welcome to make use of 
it, but it was intended that the Manager should take care of it and pro¬ 
tect it from being misused and thus injured. As the property was en¬ 
trusted with that object, it was further stated in the Yadhast that it wus 
not right for the Jaghirdar to view^ the matter in a different light and 
call the Manager in his communication as his bitter enemy. The Jaghir- 
dar’s representation to the Political Agent soliciting the restoration of 
the newly purchased vehicle and the mares, free of the Manager’s inter ¬ 
ference, failed to meet with success. To the Jaghirdar’s surprise the 
Political Agent, Mr. H, Sewell, sent him a letter which ran thus: — 

No. 168. Political AgenPs Office, 

Padukota, 9th July 1883. 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of May 28th 1883, 1 have the honor to 
state that the Sirkele to H. E. the Raja has explained fully the circums¬ 
tances to which your refer, and that I deeply regret to find that you 
persistently ignore all that has been done for the w^elfare and convenience 
of yourself and your family, mainly through the instrumentality of the 
Sirkele himself. 
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2. With regard to the carriages, liorses, aii'i fixrniture purchased 
for the use of yourself and your family, the Sirkele appears to have made 
the best possible arrangoineuts for duo care being taken of them. They 
are at your disposal, for every proper use, and I fail to see that there is 
anything in the slightest degree derogatory to your honor, in the manner 
of those arrangements. If you still decline to use the carriages and 
horses^ the best plan would be to have them sold, in which case your 
creditors will bo the principal gainers. 

‘ 6 . I am writing this letter to you direct, in order to impress upon 
you in the strongest manner my sense of the imprudence of your present 
conduct, and niy hope that you may be persuaded even at a late hour, 
to put away evil counsellors, and to show yourself worthy of the conside¬ 
ration with which Government has treated you in niaking arrangements 
for your welfare. — A copy of this letter will be sent to the Sirkele for his 
iaforniation. » 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your Most Obedient Servant 

(Siguedd Hbnky Sewbli,, 

Political Agent. 


Thus it might be seen what an amount of trouble and vexation tho 
Jaghirdar experienced at the hands of the Manager eating his own salt. 
It was this Manager that followed the Jaghirdar to Madras when he went 
there to get up and present a petition to the Government of Madras, 
praying for relief from the embarrassed circumstances he had been 
brought to by the secured creditors who had already enjoyed the usu¬ 
fruct of the Jagliir villages for more than fifty years. It was this Mana¬ 
ger that taught the Jaghirdar’s sons and received pay from him. Being 
at the same time a teacher in the local college, be obtained casual leave 
and went up to Madras with the Jaghirdar, but he failed to join his duty 
after the expiry of his leave, and so he was removed from the teacher's 
post After the forfeiture of the appointment, he became more attached 
to the Jagliir Jar and the latter engaged him as his writer on a higher 
salary. Tn this capacity and as tutor to his (Jaghirdar’s) sons, he renderf 3 d 
service for sometime. It was be that was subsequently selected as Mana¬ 
ger in consultation with the Sirkelo whose concurrence, in this respect, 
in the Jaghirdar’s forced nomination proceeded more out of the vSirkele’s 
attachment for S. A. Aimasami Aiyar who had, by this time, firmly 
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seated himself in the good graces of the Minister than from any regard 
to the interests of tive Jaghirdar. It was this man that went over to the 
Sirkele’s side and thus betrayed the Jaghirdar and abused tlie confidence 
reposed in him. From the manuscript copy left by the Manager, when 
ho was a writer, it is manifest that he and the 'Sirkele had held on differ¬ 
ent occasions discussions about the Jaghir affairs, winch enabled the lat¬ 
ter to draw an elaborate report which ultimately brought on the resump¬ 
tion of the Jaghir. Sufficient information ws^ farnislied to the Sirkele by 
him. It is beyond doubt that such an information was the means of inducing 
the Sirkele to show undue favor to him to such an extent that whenever 
the Manager and the Jaghirdar differed, the former with the Sirkele at his 
. back almost invariably carried his point. In his capacity as a writer the 
Manager’s representations were most prejudicial to the Jaghirdar’s inte¬ 
rests. He has recorded ori one occasion that “the management of the Jaghir 
“ villages and the proper appropriation of the proceeds were both entrua- 
ted with the Jaghirdar. Under the present circumstances, the present 
“ holder is found quite incompetent for this by bis liaving alienated the 
Jaghir villages and at the same time misspent its proceeds to the pre- 
“ pidioe of the interests of the minor sons. At this vState the Sirkele may 
“ deprive him of both the aforesaid right and take a fixed schedule of 
“ annual necessary expenses.” In one place he has said that the punish¬ 
ment for the former (Jaghirdar) would be to take away the right of 
uianagement on account of his having abused the rights of the other 
members of his family by his mismanagement and extravagance and that 
it would consequently be most advisable to keep him under proper bounds 
and restraints as long as he lives.” 

In a word, the Jaghirdar fell a prey to all sorts of inconvenience, 
trouble and molestation at the hands of the Sirkele and the Manager. 



On one occasion the Jaghirdar’s daughter, 8 years o\dj fell sick and 
the Sirkele neglected to supply funds for the cost of medicines and atten¬ 
dance of medical practitioners. Alas ! the poor youngster unfortunately 
died in spite of every attempt at a good treatment at the Jaghirdar’s own 
expense. 

A long printed memorial w'as submitted to the Gtovernment of Mad¬ 
ras on the 10th February 1884. It dwelt upon the salient points relating 
to the unjust resumption of the Jaghir as an act of state as well as upon 
the grievanees to which the Jaghirdar was made a victum. Suffice it 


to select a few extracts from tlie memorial conoerniug the management 
of the Jaghirdar’s household and reproduce them hare for reference :~ 

“B4* Your Petitioner’s grievances for which he would now seek re¬ 
dress and reconsideration at the bands of Your Excellency in Council be¬ 
ing put concisely are as follows 

(4) The refusal to pay your Petitioner’s allowance whatever it 
might he into your Petitioner’s hands so that he as the head of his family 
and the master of his servants might regulate its expenditure and receive 
that respect which tlie liead of the house is entitled to. 

f5) The employment of a Cateherry Establish\nent at the expense 
of Ks. 1,000, per annum for the purpose of disbursing the remaining 
Bs. 14,000, of your Petitioner’s allowance. 

(6) The appointment, (mntinuance in office, and dismissal of your 
Petitioner’s servants having been taken away from him and vested in the 
Sirkele and in particular the coutiniiance in office of the Manager Anna- 
sami Iyer who was dismissed by your Petitioner in or about the year 
1881 from being tutor to your Petitioner’s sons and who though at 
variance with your Petitioner is kept iu office against your Petitioner’s 
repeated requests. Also the dismissal from office of your Petitioner’s 
sons’ last tutor under whose tuition they were benefiting but who has 
been disiiiissed at the instance of the said Annasami Iyer w^ithout 
any fault.” «- 

‘^55. The only reason, which has been assigned for withholding from 
your Petitioner the immediate control and management of bis own house¬ 
hold, is that he may, to the prejudice of the members of his family, 
dissipate or squander his allowance but your Petitioner submits that this 
is pure speculation unwarranted by his previous conduct. His is not the 
case of one who by extravagance and mismanagement has ruined his 
paternal estate, hut rather, that of a prudent and careful manager who 
even in his father’s life-time invoked the aid of Goveinment to restrain 
his father’s extravagance; who was driven into debt and difficulty by the 
unaccpiintable withdrawal of an ancient privilege which his family for 
many generations had as their birthright viz., Exemption from the juris¬ 
diction of the Courts; and who from time to tijne invoked the aid of 
Government to exercise its protecting power over him and his paternal 
estates in order that while on the one hand debts justly due by him 
might be discharged at the expense of his own income yet on the other 
hand the inheritance of his sons to their ancestral Jaghir might not be 
interfered with.” 


Down conies t}ie endorsement of the Madras Governmentj dated 7th 
October 1884, No. 982, passed on the above memorial and comiminicated 
to the Jaghirdar through his counsel, W. Gkant Esquire, Barrister- 
at-law. 

The petitioner will be informed that the Government have consi¬ 
dered his memorial and also a report on it by the Sirkele of Pudukota and 
see no reason to interfere in his behalf.” 

(Signed) W. P. Wbbsteu^ 

tlhief Secretary, 

Seeing that the Jaghirdar was attempting to get the scheduled 
arrangement done away with and at the same time foreseeing that he 
would moot the matter to higher authorities and woubl show the injustice 
of the absolute resumption of bis Jaghir, the Sirkele and the Manager 
worked band and glove with each other to prevent it. The former began 
to oppress the Jaghirdar tbrongb the medium of the latter who was a 
tool in his hands. The Manager w^as telling the Jaghirdar^s sons diffor- 
ent tales and thus gradually brought them round to his side. They then 
looked to pomp and pride. Their daily business was to put on gaudy 
garbs and drive out in the evening. As the maiiagemont of their pocket 
money was entrusted to the Manager, they obeyed his instructions whether 
good or had, lest he should refuse their requests to prepare any kind of 
suit which was to their taste. Necessity drove them to act up to the 
Manager’s biddings. 

When the Jaghirdar petitioned the Government on the 21st March 
1885 complaining against the improper actions of the Sirkele and the 
clandestine intrigues practised by the Manager, an order was issued on 
the 7th April 1885 intimating that tlie Government declined to'^ interfere 
and the petitioner should represent his grievances to the Political Agent. 

The Jaghirdar then addressed thcrPolitical Agent. A slate was sent 
to him with the request that the writings thereon must be copied and re¬ 
corded in the Agent’s Office as they might disappear with thclaps^' of days. 
What was written on the slate by the Manager to the Jaghirdar’s senior 
son was this : — Dear Sir,— If you put these lines on paper, it w lW be a 
safe plan to be acted upon. I don’t find any reason why you refrain 
from doing so. In case you follow mj advice, proper arrangements will 
be made.” 


‘ , Tte Sirkele was called tipou to report on the matter complained of. 
As Tisiml, he siibiiutted a report in support of the Manager’s allegation, 
and the Political Agent declined to take steps. In the mean time the 
Sirkele desired the Jaghirdar to let hiui know what intrigues of a serious 
nature were attempted hj him in his domestic circle, as stated in his let¬ 
ter to the Political Agentj and what were the intrigues played by the 
Manager clandestinely under the Sirkele’s instigation. No reply was 
sent to the Sirkele. The Jaghirdar wrote to the Political Agent stating he 
would expose all incidents if he would institute a personal enquiry. Also 
it was impressed upon him that the clause In case you follow my 
advice, proper arrangements will be made” signified, though not specifi¬ 
cally, the wicked intention of the manager, though it might be looked 
upon as a reply made by him to what w^as written or asked by the Jag- 
hirdat’s son. On the otlior hand, the Sirkele at the request of the Politi¬ 
cal Agent communicated, on receipt of a reply from him to his report, that 
the Jaghirdar should not waste his time in getting up such frivolous and. 
meaningless comjdaints. 

It must be remembered that as the Sirkele did not reply to the Jag- 
hirdar’s queries and questions, though a good deal of time elapsed, he 
adopted the stxme course, but did.not fail to keep the Political Agent in¬ 
formed of what sox-t of reply he could expect from the Sirkele to thwart 
the ends of justice. 

The Jaghirdar’s complaint against the Manager proved fruitless in 
the long run. He then transmitted a raemorml to the Government of 
Madras which is reproduced below with its decision thereon. 

To His Excellency the Right Hokobablk^ 

The GOVBIiNOIi-IN-CO0NClL, 

Madkas. 

The humble Petition oi Sri Rathakristna Tonhiman Sahib, West¬ 
ern Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota. 

Reshbctfhlly Sheweth, 

That your Petitioner begs to bring to your Excellency's notice that 
on the 28th April 1880 your Petitioner memorialised the Government 
of Madras to direct the Political Agent or the Sirkele to resume the 
immediate management of his entire Jaghir, to make a full and bonafide 
enquiry into tlxe character, validity and amount of the then existing 
debts, and to ascertain whether or not the whole amount of the said 
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debts have been fully liquidated from the usufruct of his Jagbir villages, 
and if there existed, any balance, to have the same paid off at a fixed rate 
annually trom the income of the Jaghir and hand over the remainder for 
the maintenance and support of your Petitioner and his family. The 
result of the inetnorial was that, upon the suggestion and recommendation 
of the Sirkele and the Political Agent, your Petitioner’s Jaghir has per¬ 
manently been resumed as an act of state and an annual pension of rupees 
15,000 according to the Sirkele’s schedule of ordinary expenses, lias been 
granted in lieu of the Jaghir. With regard to the insuflScieney of the 
allowance and the absolute resumption of the Jaghir your humble Peti¬ 
tioner has taken steps to appeal to the Government of India. 

2. As shewn in 6. 0. No. 261, dated 14th May 1881, it has not 
been the intention of Government that the Scheduled allowance of Rs, 
15,000 per annum should be placed at the disposal of a Manager, subject 
to the authority of the Sirkele and that the accounts of expenditure of 
the Petitioner’s domestic Establishment should be submitted to the 
Sirkele. 

3. With reference to the G. 0: dated 12th January 1881, No. 25 
calling upon the Political x^-gent to report the amount of pension which 
it was proposed to substitute for the Petitioner’s Jaghir, Mr. Sewell, the Po¬ 
litical Agent, requested the Sirkele to make a report on it. The Sirkele 
reported the amount of pension as well as his necessity to interfere with 
the private expenditure of the Petitioner for the reasons shewn in para 
29 of his letter dated 16th February 1881, No. 84. Whatever may be 
the private conduct of au individual, it cannot form a basis to affect the 
interests of his family. It is apparent from the following quotations 
from para 28 that the Sirkele’s reasons were only imaginary :—(Jnless 
that supervision" and check are unscrupulously exercised, the affiirs of 
the family will become sooner or later as desperate as ever, and the 
Government will be periodically besieged by petitions of relief from the 
wasteful and wrongful act.s of its head in the appropriation of the allotted 
lump pension. My scheme of scheduled expenditure is calculated to 
obviate such evils. It is exactly in this way the royal household of Pu- 
dukota is managed, arid its various members protected from harm.’^ 

4. On receipt of the Sirkele’s above letter, Mr. H . Sewell suggest¬ 
ed in modification of his proposal, that all interference with the Petition¬ 
er’s expouditura of his pension should be avoided, inasmuch as it would 
pecessitate a great deal of troublesome enquiry into his private and 
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omestic affitirS with which the State had no concern. See Political 
Agent’s letter dated 21st April 1881, No. 85. 

5. In reply, the Sirkele wrote that, as he e»tortained serious appre¬ 
hensions as to what would hapiien in the Petitioner’s family, he was 
forced to su}>port his proposition that the pension should be disbursed 
according to the form of a schedule defiuing once for all the raison and 
the mode of expenditure. 

6. Having been informed of the above reasons, Mr. Sewell intimat¬ 
ed to Government, supporting the proposal of the Sirkele, but they took 
no notice of it and sanctioned to the effect that “the Jaghirdar be grant¬ 
ed in lieu an annual, pension according to a schedule of ordinary ex¬ 
penses.” See G. 0. No. 261 dated 14—5 — 81. 

7. Petitioner is at a loss to understand what induced the Sirkele 
to entertain serious apprehensions that he would, to the prejudice of his 
sons and other members of his family, squandar his pension in the event 
of its being handed over to him. Petitioner oven during his father’s lifetime 
invoked the aid of higher anthorities to restrain him from extravagance, 
and ever since his death and his (Fetitioner’s) own accession to the here¬ 
ditary Jaghir, he had been putting forth all his energies to extricate him¬ 
self and his family from the miserable condition in which his father had left 
them. The Sirkele has observed in one of his reports that “the decree- 
holders brought in the bailiff every now and then and at the most incon¬ 
venient times, attached the most trifling chattels in my (Petitioner’s) 
palace and caused distress and disgrace. The palace contiiins uothin<r 
but the roof and the bare walls and the apartments which have commenc¬ 
ed to tumble down.” Even on such occasions, Petitioner looked to the 
comforts of his family, attended to the education of his sons and in fact 
took every precaution to protect them from rain and disgrace. 

8. The Sirkele has falsely reported that “ the royal household of 
Pudukota is managed and its various members protected from harm.” 
The Senior and Junior Hanee Sahibas, the Princess, the Sons-in-la w of His 
Highness, and other royal members have been, allowed to draw their 
allowances independently for the past several years and disburse them 
according to their will and pleasure. They have no managers to con¬ 
duct their household affairs, nor have they been requested to act upon 
any fixed schedule of expenditure and furnish accounts to the Sirkele or 
any other officer. 
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9, Suclt bmpg tbo case, ifc jis a matter of grpat wond^ir that the 
feirkelo anticipated that, iinie^s some supervision pod check in pecpniacv 
matters be exercised, the affairs of the Petitioner’s family would beconie 
sooner or later as desperate as ever and the Government would be perio¬ 
dically besieged by petitions of relief. It is quite clear that the intention 
of the Sirkele has been and is to put the Petitioner under the severe 
restriotions ot hi.s (Sirkele’s) favourite dependent, the Manager, who has 
.secured his favor by misrepreseuting facts to harm the Petitioner’s repu¬ 
tation and interest. The Manager ha.s mentioned to the Sirkele and left 
records in his own handwriting to the following effect:—-“The manage- 
juent of the Jaghir villages and the proper appropriation of the proceeds 
both were entrusted with the Jaghirdar. Under the present circumstan¬ 
ces, the present holder is found quite incompetent for this by his having 
alienated the Jaghir villages and at the same time misspent its proceeds 
to the interests of the minor heirs. At this state, the Sirkar may deprive 
him of both the dioresaid rights and take a fixed schedule of annual ne¬ 
cessary expenses only. The punishment for the former (Jaghirdar ) is to 
take away, the right of management Ac; for his having misused the rights 
of the other members of the family by his mismanagement and extrava¬ 
gance and, thus to keep him under proper bounds and restraints as long 
as he lives.” What the Sirkele has reported to the Pol. Agent in reply 
to the Petitioner’s first memorial to Government just coincides with the 
contents of the Manager, S. A, Annasamy Iyer’s letter. The Sirkele has 
also intimated to Government that “the Jaghirdar’s Agent informed,him 
that since the resumption of the Jaghir, if determined on, will be not on 
account of any fault, treason or rebellion, on bis part, the title together 
with all the honors and privileges attached thereto of the Western Palace 
Jaghirdar would still be allowed to be retained by him and his de.scend- 
ants.” The Agept here referred to i.s the present Manager who was not 
at all authorized to speak on behalf of the Jaghirdar (Petitioner.) 

10. The present Manager, S. A. Annasamy, was a teacher in the 
English school here and at the same time a tutor to the Petitioner’s sons. 
When the Petitioner proceeded to Madras to get his first memorial to Go¬ 
vernment prepared, be requested him to accompany the Petitioner, who 
promptly complied with his request. The Sirkele being made aware of 
this circumstance, disinis.sed the teaclier from the school employ and the 
said Annasamy Iyer told the Petitioner that he was removed from his post, 
because he was affording assistance to him in the capacity of an English 
clerk. A reference to the school diary of 1880 will clearly shew why he 


was removed by the Sirkele. After he joined the side of the Sirkele to 
conspire a^inst the Petitioner, the Sirkele has spoken of him in glowing 
terms in his report para 36 dated 27th November 1882, No. 492 to the 
Political Agent. Here Petitioner begs to reproduce the words of the 
Sirkele;—The Manager ‘Ms pretty well-educated, intelligent, and fair 
<lealing sort of person who has done Yeoman’s service to the Jaghirdar 
during his visit to Madras, forfeiting his own appointment as a teacher 
hi the English school here, for the sake of the Jaghirdar.” 

JI. Upon his removal from the school appointment, the Manager 
requcsk’d the Petitioner to furnish him with an agreement to the effect 
that in the event of dispensing with his services from the Petitioners 
palace. Petitioner should offer him rupees 2,000. Petitioner declined 
to do so, but was paying hini inontbly for his penwork and tuition to 
the Petitioner’s sous. At a subsequent period, Petitioner discovered that 
his clerk was plotting with the Sirkele and carrying to him mformation 
connected with the palace, and in consequence your Petitioner was coni-^ 
pelled to dismiss him. Ever since ? that time the Manager has proved to 
be the faithful ally of the Sirkele and the Sirkele has become bis staunch 
patron. 

12. Such a man has been appointed Manager for your Petitioner’s 
private Establishment. It cun be, imagined under what inducement the 
said Annasainj could have gone over to the iSirkele’s side. A question 
may arise as to the Petitioner’s consent to the appointment of Annasamy 
as Manager. Petitioner must candidly disclose ail he ha^ to say on this 
point. Though he has himself, laid the foundation for the Manager’s 
office and written at the foot of a schedule that “ with regard to the 
appointment and dismissal ot all th(3 servants and officers, nomination and 
recommendation lies with tuo Jaghirdardind a formal approval and sanction 
lie.s with the Sirkele, ” still he maintains that his consent to the appoint¬ 
ment of the Manager was cunningly extorted by the Sirkele as will be 
seen from hi.s Yadhast No. 25 dated 20th September 1881. It has been 
stated therein that as the a|>[)pintment of A. Annasamy Iyer was 
favorable to the support of his own views, lie approved of it. While so, 
the Sirkele has falsely put in his report to the Political Agent dated 27th 
NovemW 1882, No, 402, that “ he (Jaghirdar) intimated his wish to 
appoint Aunasainy iyer as Manager of his household.” Petitioner feels 
ashamed to assert that he was undoubtedly duped by the Sirkele in his 
arrangement to start and maintain a Manager’s Establishment. Your 
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etitlonei* did not expe<3t in the least that the Sirkele would set np the 
Mana^^er to act after his own heart; to courtail the expenses of his palace 
with the view of caiTying out the proposal embodied in the extract of his 
letter to the Political Agent dated 28th Jhily 1881, No. 342; to carry on 
correspondence with him without any intimation being afforded to 
your Petitioner; to set at nought your Petitioner’s arftbority over him; 
to fine servants according to bis will and pleasure and give them increas¬ 
es without Petitioner’s permission; to open items of expenditure at 
random from the contingent fund; to refuse a pittance required to cele¬ 
brate a ceremony in honor of the recent marriage of your Petitioner’s 
eldest son; to redeem goodt*for-nothing brafs vessels and furniture as he 
liked; and in fact to put the Petitioner to inconvenience and act with¬ 
out his knowledge. All these are beyond the duties of the Manager. 
His duties, as defined by the Sirkele, «ard to j)resent the Petitioner’s 
Receipt and draw the money pension every month from the State Trea¬ 
sury and spend the ^me for the purposes defineil in the Schedule, pur¬ 
chasing all the provisions, paying all the wages of the servants and keep¬ 
ing strictly correct aceounts of experiditure from day to day. 

13. The Schedule fAiifced and submitted by the Petitioner for 
rupees 80,000 was not accepted, and Petitioner was asked to prepare a 
schedule for rupees 15,000, which he declined to do, because the sum was 
inadequate and out of proportion to the income of his Jaghir which was 
reckoned at Rs. 45,000. The Sirkele declared that the orders of Oo- 
vernment were final and must be adhered to, otherwise the matter would 
be referred to higher authorities. Your Petitioner then requested that, 
as he could not prepare a schedule for Rs. 15,000 and as he was afraid 
of incurring the displeasure of the higher authorities by longer persist- 
once, the rateable sum per mensem, Rs. 1,250 be banded over to his 
Shroff. See Sirkele’s report to the Pol. Agent dated 27th November 
1882. . No. 492. 

14. From the preceding para, it is obvious that your Petitioner 
was compelled to agree for Rs. 15,000 and he abandoned the idea of 
opening and keeping up a Manager’s Establishment. The schedule for 
the ainonut in question was prepared by the Sirkele and an item headed 

Manager’s office Rs. 780.’^ opened by him. The wages of the house¬ 
hold servants aggregate Rs. 3,150 per annum and thus it is to be noticed 
that nearly Rs. 4,000 are laid out annually from the scheduled allowance 
of 15,000 rupees for the servants and the Manager and staff. As the 
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[ledule for Rs. 30,000 was rejected, Petitioner was under the strone’ 
impression that his suggestion ft>r a Manager’s oiBce was also vetoeii^ 
but he was subsequently made to understand that he was sadly luisteken 
in his conjecture. Petitioner’s Yadhast No. 4 dated Slst Augu.st 1881 
addressed to the Sirkele objecting to the organization of a Manager’s 
office proved to be of no avail. 

l.% Even if it is presumed that the Petitioner has indicated his 
consent to keep a Manager’s Office, it was not compulsory that it should 
be a permanent Establishment. One can appoint a Mantiger or rather 
an accountant to look after the household affairs, and if he find him un¬ 
necessary, or dishonest or disobedient, be i.s at liberty to dismiss him. If 
yonr Petitioner were not permitted to exercise such "a {.rivilege over the 
siibordinates «iting his own salt, then lie eoiisiders himself worse than a 
State Prisoner. The cost of the Manager’s E.stablishment is undoubtediy 
met from the Petitioner’s sanctioned scheduled allowance or monev- 
pension. 

16. Ihe feirkele has reported to the Political Agent that “the 
“ Manager a.s.sisted by his subordinates, will manage the househoJfl and 
“ render accounts of expenditure to the Sirkele.’’ Of course this is a bit 
of restraint put on your Petitioner and his members. Petitioner is not 
in a position to say why the Sirkele should interfere with his domestic 
affairs contrary to the request contained in Yadhast No. 4 dated .Slst 
August 1881. It is a matter of notoriety that the Political Agents, 
the Government of Madras, and the Government of India have repeat¬ 
edly declined interference with the domestic complaints of the royal 
members of Pudnkota. In the recent case of Ohinua Arramanai Jaghir- 
dar, when his consort complained to Government praying that her htis- 
band be prohibited from wedding the grand daughter of His Highness, 
they withheld interference on the ground that her complaint was one of 
a domestic nature. While such is the case, it is a matter of deep regret 
that the Sirkele should allow your Petitioner’s maintenance to be expen¬ 
ded by a Manager for the comfort of the Petitioner and his kith and kin. 
Here Petitioner begs to reiterate that he was forced bv narrow circum- 
^nces to accept the nomination of the Manager against his own Yadhast 
X Oe 4 dated 31st August 1881 in which your Petitioner had stated that 
he could not consent to the organization of the Manager’s Office, and 
also against Yadhast No. 3 dated 27th August 1881 which requested him 
to hand over the monthly allowance of Hs. 1,2.50 to hjs Shroff, Ever 
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"shico the Manager took tip his appointment he has embraced every oppor- 
tiinity to put the Petitioner to all sorts of inconveniences ; to permit the 
household servants to disregard him, and hot to obey his orders iinpllcit- 
ly ; to refuse what he needs for his meals ; to allow him to defray the 
wages of washermen, barbers and tailors, out of his own pocket allow¬ 
ance ; and to leave his own guests who come from distant parts to starve, 
if they stay more than 3 days in the Palace. All these the Manager 
does to satisfy his longstanding grudge towards the Petitioner, to act up 
to the wishes of his patron-the Sirkele—and to carry out the intention of 
the Sirkele expressed in his Extract of 28th July 1881 No. 342 which 
-speaks thus I propose that the savings in each month should go to 
form a fund, out of which contingencies such as may arise, out of 
variations in prices of provisions Ac., are to lie met, or in other words, 
“ the deficiencies of certain months must be met from the surplus of 
others.’' Under the influence and favor of the Sirkele, the Manager 
has transgressed the bounds of his duties. 

17. Petitioner feels emboldened to say that not only the Manager 
has turned out to he his bitter untagobist bn acount of his refusal to com¬ 
ply with the Manager’s demand of certain pecuniary gratification^ but 
also the Sirkele stands on the same footing. The Sirkele has inserted in 
one of his reports to the late Political Agent dated 20th September ’84 
that “ neither the Maharajah nor the Sirkele is on sufficiently social 
“ti^rms with, the Memorialist.’’ Petitioner’s several complaints against 
the Sirkele might or would liave embittered his feelings and hardened 
his heart. It is therefore im|)ossible or rather improbable to expect that 
the interfeienee of such a fuuctionery will tend to promote^ the comforts 
of the iVtitioner according to his rank and position. On the other hand, 
the Sirkele hais spoken in his report of 27th November 1882, in elegant 
terms that I beg, however to be understood as not being in the least 
‘‘ offimded by the facts of his Petition. It will be my constant endeavour 

as hitherto, to promote the comforts of the family in all legitimate 
ways.” 

18. Ill 1882, Petitioner scmt a petition to the Government of Mad¬ 
ras praying ‘‘ (1) that the Sirkele be instructed to pay into the bands of 

the Petitioner the annual pension of Ks. 15,000 : (2; ami also not to 
“ interfere in the Petitioner’s expenditure of the monthly pension thus 
‘‘granted to him,” and to hand over certain other incomes of the 
Jaghir. 





19. The Government forward^ the above petition to the Sirkele 
for report. The Sirkele submitted a long report to support his foregone 
conclusions as to the mode of expenditure of the Petitioner’s family main¬ 
tenance and to affect the prayer of the Petitioner. The Sirkele referred 
Government to the contents of a petition alleged to have been posted to 
them by the Petitioner’s younger sons ; and this prompted Gevermnent 
to inform the Petitioner that they were unable to comply with any of 
his requests. 

20. No enquiries were made by the Sirkele as to the genuineness 
of the said ininors’ petition w'hich he assigned as a reason for withhold-- 
ing from the Petitioner the immediate management and control of his 
household, nor was the fact that such a petition bad been written and 
povsted to Government against the Petitioner ever brought to his know¬ 
ledge, and had such enquiries been made, the Sirkele would have found 
that the Petitioner’s sons and the other members of his family including 
his wives who have conjointly signed the 4th or the last memorial to the 
Madras Government are living together in peace and tlnit they share in 
common the allotted allowance from the Jaghir incomes, one and all 
feeling its ineufticiency and regretting the state to wliich they have been 
reduced. 

21. As the Sirkele thought that an enquiry into the said minors’ 
petition would tend to invalidate his views embodied in his report to the 
effect that Petitioner should not be allowed to have fall command over 
his money-pension and that he (Sirkele) .should exercuso supervision and 
authority over the Petitioner’s household mamigemeiit, he attempted no 
enquiry into the truth of the statements of the Petition, but on the other 
band, he was wdse enough to uphold his recommendation by referring 
Government to certain parts of the said petition which was no doubt a 
petition fabricated by the Manager and posted to Government without 
the cognizance of the Petitioner’s sons. They are even now unable to 
write a petition of their own accord in the style in which it has been 
dressed. The Manager and the Sirkele are the only parties who could 
have resorted to such means with the view of frustrating the Petitioner’s 
efforts in case he applied to Government or the Political Agent for the 
delivery of the money-pension into his hands, which they foresaw he 
would do some day. The Sirkele who got the said minors’ petition from 
Government with their order thereon dated 22nd June 1881, kept it so 
secretly that the fact might not take air or come to the knowledge of the 
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Petitioner till his (Petitioner's) third petition under elate, the 5th Novem¬ 
ber 1882, was referred to him for report, when he grasped the opportunity 
of quoting two paragraphs therefrom to induce Government to dispose of 
the petition in question quite unfavorably to your Petitioner. The Go¬ 
vernment have relied on the report of the Sirkele and passed an unfavor¬ 
able order on the said petition. That report contains nothing but 
mystifying and unfounded declarations. Enquiry into the said minors’ 
petition will bring to light all particulars in their naked reality. The 
sole and whole intention of the Sirkele is and has been to maintain the 
system of management of the Petitioner’s household in accordance with 
.his views embodied in his reports to the Political Agents, and that of the 
Manager has been to please the Sirkele whose favor he gained by playing 
the part of a dishonest man in all the transanctions connected with the 
Petitioner and his Jaghir, to keep all the members under his thtimb, to 
inoonvenieuco and disgrace the’Petitioner in all possible ways, and to 
pride upon his position as a Manager and exercise control over one who 
refused to comply with his wish after the forfeiture of his school appoint¬ 
ment. 

22. From the inamiscript notes written by the Manager on the 
Subject of the conversation held between himself (Manager) and the Sir¬ 
kele, Petitioner begs to state that he observes that he has misrepresented 
many things to the'^Sirkele to jeopardize his interests, that he has declar¬ 
ed hipi. incompetent to manage the Jaghir (the Jaghir villages having 
been alienated and the proceeds misspent by your Petitioner^, and that he 
has also stated that the right of succession to the Jaghir should ndfc devolve 
on the minor heirs as long as he (Petitioner) is living, his life being an im¬ 
pediment to the same. With regard to the last part, Petitioner here desires 
to insert the own words of the Manager:-*(I am of opinion that the right 
** of succession will not go to the minors as long as the present man is living 
as his life being an impediment for the same.” On one occasion the 
Manager wrote to the Petitioner’s sons that “ jintJUseyon follow my 
‘‘ advice, proper arrangements will be made!” This is a proof of the 
Manager’s instigating and intriguing habits, who i^fehes to create enmity 
in the Petitioner’s domestic circle, which, he thinks, would be the only 
way to place the Manager’s Establishment on a stronger footing. Peti¬ 
tioner has already conveyed to Government in his report dated 21st March 
1885 that I am afraid of my life being at stake brie day or rather ” 
through the clandestine intrigues of the Manager. Under these circum¬ 
stances, the Manager may, your Petitioner fears, attempt secretly the 





Petitioner’s life with the view of possessing unquestioned sujwvision and 
control over the members of jour Petitioner’s family. 

23. Though full particulars are given in this petition, still your 
Petitioner begs to give a brief resume of all facts for your Excellency’s 
kind consideration :— 

(a) The G. 0. dated 14th May 1881 Mo. 261 is entirely silent on 
the subject of management. It has not sanctioned the proposal of the. 
Sirkele to interfere with the Petitioner's household management, nor has 
it directed the Sirkele to place the monthly pension of Bs. 1,250 at the 
disposal of the Manager and staff. 

(b) The late Political Agent, Mr. H. Sewell, first objected to the 
Sirkele’s proposal to interfere with the Petitioner’s domestic affairs and 
private expenditure, but was afterwards persuaded to support that propo¬ 
sal and recommend the same to Government. 

(c) The Sirkele’s views as to the conduet of the Petitioner and bis 
fuUire mode of ex|>eiKliture were only imaginary, inasmuch as no experi¬ 
ment or trial was given him, Petitioner’s private conduct cannot be 
made a subject of complaint .so long as due attention is paid to the com- 
fort.s of his family. 

(d) The Sirkele has falsely reported to Government that all the 
royal members are managed and protected from harm. In fact, all of 
them have been allowed to draw their allowances independently and dis¬ 
burse them as they like. 

(e) The refusal of the Petitioner to furnish the Manager with an 
agreement for Rs. 2,000 after the forfeiture of his school employ, induced 
liim to go over to the side of the Sirkele and act an unfair part against 
the Petitioner in all transactions. 

(f) The consent to the appointment of the Manager fa Brahminj 
was cunningly extorted by the Sirkele* 

(g) Under the influenoe and favor of the Sirkele, the Manager has 
far trespassed the limit of his duties. 

(h) Petitioner expressed his opinion to have a Manager’s Office 
provided the temporary schedule for Ils, 30,WO be sanctioned. The cost 
of the Manager’s Establishment is now met out of the Petitioner’s money 
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pension assigned according to the Sirkele’s Schedule for Bs* 15,000 
per annum. 


(i) The Political Agent, the Grovernnient of Madras, and the Go¬ 
vernment of India have repeatedly declined interference in the domes-* 
tic matters of the Royal members of Pudukota. While so, it is unfair 
on the part of the authorities to allow Petitioner's domestic aftairs to he 
managed by a stranger fa Brahmin^ who is subjeet to the Sifkele’s order, 
and whom the Petitioner hates for sajfficient reasons. There is adequate 
proof to shew that the Manager is the Petitioner’s bitter antagonist. The 
Sirkele is also of the same stamp as admitted by himself in his report 
No. 492 dated 27th November 1882 to the late Political Agent 

(/) The Sirkele and the Manager are always hand and glove. The 
former has made it hb duty to support the latter in every possible way. 

(^) On the report of the Sirkele based on the Petitioner’s minor 
sons’ petition posted to Government the genuineness and authenticity of 
which Mwe not at all enquired into, your Excellency refrained from 
complying with any of the requests contained in the Petitioner’s memo¬ 
rial tliat prayed that the moDe 3 ''-pensiou be directed to be paid into hia 
hands, that the Sirkele be prohibited from exercising any interference 
with the private expenditure, and that the several incomes of the Jiighir 
be assigned to him. If an enquiry were to be made, it will be proved that 
one and all members have been sharing the benefit of the maintenance 
deeply feeling its insufficiency and lamenting over the sad condition they 
have been reduced to. 

(Z) Quotations in para 22 of this petition as to the conduct and in¬ 
tention of the Manager leave sufficient room to fear or suspect that the 
Petitioner’s life is always at risk. 

Being deprived of all powers and privileges appertaining to the 
Jaghirdar just in contravention of the G. 0. No. 261, dated 14th May 
1881^ your humble Petitioner implores your Expellency will be pleased 
to condescend to direct the Manager’s Establishment to be abolished and 
to pay into his Petitioner’s) hands the allotted money-pension, until any 
complaint from any of your Petitioner’s family as to his bad manage¬ 
ment is received through the proper channel and fairly decided upon 
O^reful investigation. 


For which act of kindness and justice, your Petitioner, as in duty 
bound, shall ever pray. 

16th Septemter 1885. (Signed) B/vtuakbistka ToNOiMAif Sahib, 

Political Dbpabtmknt. 

Proceedings of the Madras Government, 

Read the following from the Political Agent for Pudukota, dated 
8th October 1885 No. 1884, 

Order thereon 6th November 1885, No. 780 Mis. 
Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib will be informed that the Govern¬ 
ment have already fully considered the subjects of his memorial, and 
passed orders thereon which must be considered final. His attention will 
be called by the Political Agent to the orders in question. 

(True Extract^ 

("Signed) W. WilsoK, 

Ag. Chief Secretary, 

(True copy) 

No. 224. 

Communicated to M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib with 
reference to his letter dated 16th September 1885, whose attention is 
called to the orders of Government noted below. 

G. 0, No. 276, dated 21st June 1880. 

G. 0. No. 25, dated 12th J<aaiiary 1881. 

G. 0, No. 261, dated 14th May 1881. 

G. 0. No. 297, dated 9th June 1881. 

18th IfoyemW 1885, | ^Signed) H. R. Fakmeb, 

Trichmopoly. j Political Agent. 

Dissatisfied with tlio above decision of the Madras Government, the 
Jaghirdar forwarded a petition to the Government of India, a copy of 
which is given below :— 

To HIB EXCBLLENOY THB VICEBOY AND 

GOVEBNOR-CENERAIi or mittA, 

CALCUTTA. 

The hamble Petition of Sbi IIathakbistna Tonoiman Sahib of the 
Melaarrainaney Jaghir in the Pudukota State, Madras Presidency. 
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'Most RESPEOTFnLiY Shr-weth, ' . 

That though the absolute resumption of my hereditary Jaghir is 
unjust and the allowance granted to me in lieu of it is insufficient, I res- 
pootfully beg to submit the following lines for your Excellency’s kind 
consideration and orders. 

2. I am a direct lineal descendant of the most illustrious Iloyal 
Family of Pudukota, and am the Jaghirdar or Head of the Melarraina- 
ney branch. 

3. Under the order of the Madras Government No. 261, dated 
‘ 14th May 1881, my hereditary Jaghir productive of an annual incotne of 

.50,000 rupees has been absolutely resumed as an act of state contrary 
to my wishes and views embodied in my first {>et!tion addre,ssed to the 
late Governor, His Grace the Duke of Buckingham, and an annual pen¬ 
sion according to a Schedule of ordinary expenses aggregating in roimd 
numbers rupees 15,000 has been granted as satisfaction for the forfeiture 
of the Jaghir. 

4. When I was called upon to report the amount of money-pension, 
I submitted a Temporary Schedule of necessary annual expenses for 
Rs. 30,000 sparing a decent portion of the proceeds of the Jaghir for 
extraordinary expenses. The Schedule was also accompanied by a letter 
stating that the right of my sons to saoceed to the Jaghir on my death 
should remain unaffected by any act of resumptiou. 

5. Mr. H. Sowell, the late Political Agent, setting aside my Sche¬ 
dule for 30,000 rupees upon the report of the Dewan, fixed the amount 
of the pension at Rs. 15,000 a year and applied to Government for sanc¬ 
tion which was accordingly granted. 

6. Although the Political Agent, Mr. Sewell, in his letter to the 
Dewan forwarding Government Proceedings of 12th January 1881, 
pointed out the undesirability of interfering with the expenditure of my 
money-pension and stated that such a course of conduct would necessi¬ 
tate a good deal of troublesome enquiry into my private and domestic 
affairs, still the Dewan admitting such an interference to be undesirable, 
pointed out as his reason the characteristic of the Kiiller aristocracy, to 
get into debt and lead lewd lives and moved the Agent to communicate 
to Government his necessity for holding the reins of expenditure over 

‘ my household Establishment. Thereupon the Agent has observed in his 
report of Slst April 1881, No. 85, to Government that " as he (Dewan) 
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aities of knowing what goes on behind 
the scene than T have, I am prepared on further consideration to support 
his recommendation/’ 

7. But the Government Order of J 4/5/81, No. 261 passed thereon 
is silent on ilie subject of the Dewan’s interference with the inode of ex¬ 
penditure of my pension. .To speak in better terms, the proposal of the 
Agent on the matter of my household management being placed in the 
bands of the Dewan, has not been sanctioned. 

8. Although the Government have not dwelt upon the Dewan’s or 
the Agent’s suggestion* I humbly venture to state that on various mis^ 
represenintions being mad© to the Political Agent, he has directed him 
to exercise iDterference in my domestic affairs. 

As shewn in para 8 of the enclosure B, it may be pointed out that 
the Dowan has falsely represeiited to Government that all the Royal 
members are managed and protected from harm. In fact, all of them 
have been allowed to draw their allowances independently and disburse 
them as they like. 

10, Further, I beg to mention that it is a matter of notoriety that 
your Excellency’^s Government, the Government of Madras and all the 
Political Agents, have hitherto declined to interfere in the domcBtic mat¬ 
ters of the Royal members of Pudnkota. While so, it is unfair and un¬ 
just on the part "of the Authorities to interfere unreasonahly with the 
allotted pension and allow my household management to be condueted by 
a Brahmin Manager who transacts his business at random under the 
shadow of the Dewan’s grace and favor, and whom I bate bitterly for 
the several reasons put forth in paras 9, 10, 11, 21, and 22 of the En¬ 
closure B, though my consent to his nomination was cunningly extorted 
by the Dowan in spite of my refusal (see pam 12 of the * Enclosure BJ. 

11. In 1882, I forwarded a petition to the Madras Government 
praying that ‘^(1) the Sirkele bo instructed to pay into the hands of the 
Petitioner the annual pension of Rs, 15000 (2) and also not to interfere 
in the Petitioner’s expenditure of the monthly pension/’ This petition 
was referred to the Dewan for report. To .support his foregone conclu¬ 
sions as to the mode of expenditure of my family maintenance and to 
affect the prayer of my petition, the Dewan submitted a report to Go- 
eminent quoting two paragraphs from a petition alleged to have been 



in his position has more opporfcu 



♦ IJnclOBure B refers to fche preceding petition to the Madras (JovemiBeiit. 




and posted by nay minor sonsj which fetched a reply from Go¬ 
vernment that they were unable to comply with any of my requests. 

12. In para 32 of my 4th petition to the Madras Government 
dated loth February 1884, I prayed for an enquiry into the genuineness 
and authenticity of the petition said to have been sent to Government 
by post, hut no enquiries were made by the Political Agent or the De- 
wan. Their report to Government is perfectly silent on the matter. If 
an enquiry had been made, it would have been found that my sons and 
the other members of my family were, and are living together peacefully 
and feluit they share in common the allotted allowance from the Jaghir in¬ 
comes, one and all feelihg its insufficiency and regretting the state to 
which they have, been reduced. Now I humbly entreat your Excellency 
will be good enough to order the Political Agent to make a personal en¬ 
quiry into the truth of the statements of the said petition. 

13. Though the report No. 469 made by the Dewan on the 20th 
September 1884 in reply to my 4th petition, furnished no information 
as^ to the truth of the allegations contained in the minors’ petition referr¬ 
ed to therein, I regret to say that the Madras Government as usual pass¬ 
ed their Order dated ^th October 1884, No. 682 to the effect that they 
“ have considered his (Petitioner’s) memorial and also a report on it by 
the Sirkele of Pudukota and see no reason to interfere on his behalf.’^ 

14. As exhibited in para 3 of the Enclosure the only reason 
w^hich has been assigned for withholding from me the immediate control 
and management of my own household is that 1 might, to the prejudice 
of the members of my family, dissipate and squander my allowance, but 
I beg to submit that this is nothing but pure speculation unwarranted by 
my previous coiidtick The Dewan is, as is admitted in his report No. 
492, dated 27th Novemter 1882 to the Political Agent, on no sufficient¬ 
ly social terms with me see para 16 of the Enclosure It is obvious 
from tbe records filed in 1852, 53, and 54 in the Political Agent’s office 
that I have not. followed in the footsteps of my father and mismanaged 
the Estate, but on the contrary I have done all I could to retrieve the 
damage done to the Estate by the mismanagement of iny father, and 
oven during my father’s lifetime and before I succeeded to the Jaghirdar- 
ship, I did all that was in my power to re.strain my father from his ex¬ 
travagance and mismanagement of the Jaghir, A reference to para 7 
of the Enclosure B will clearly show that even when I had been placed in 
emb»rrasse(J circumstances previous to the restimption of my Estate, I 
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had looked to thocoinforta of mjr family, attended to the education of my 
sons, and in fact t:ik« u evciy precaution to protect them from ruin and 
disgrace. 

15. Upon full ref^k^'jentation of all my grievances to the Madras 

Government by a poum^on which forms an Appendix to this, I regret to 
mention that I have bcf4 fivvored with the Endorsement No. 184, dated 
18th October 1885, (a «'oj\v of which is hereto auuexed which announces 
that their orders therei,: rotferred to must be considered final. This 
decision is unjust when the ahject of the petition is taken into proper 
consideration. V, 

16. Under the above cinjumstances, I most respectfully implore 
that your paternal Oovernmeui will be pleased to order the money-pen¬ 
sion assigned by Q.O. No. 261., dated 14th May 1881 in lieu of my 
Jaghir to be diredJy put into my Wnds so that I may expend it without 
the Dewan's interference in a way calculatef} to increase the comforts of 
my family and exercise free control over my domestic servants who, not 
being under my immediate orders^ shew no iota of respect or reverence 
to me. I have not the least objection to give up the management 
of my household in the event of any complaint as to my mismanagement 
and misappropriation being received through the proper channel from 
any of the members of my family and fairly decided upon careful inve-s- 
tigation. For which act of justice and kindness, I shall, as in duty 
bound, ever pray. 

20th February 1886. (Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, • 

Pudukota. 3 Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

A telegram was despatched to His Excellency the Viceroy soliciting 
an investigation into the truth of para 12 in the above petition. 

Reply No. 1,982 I. 

From The Junior Under Secretary to the Government of India. 

The Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, 

Foreign Department, ) Dated, Simla, the 11th June 1886. 

Internal. j 

Sir,—I am directed to forward for disposal, a telegram dated the 
5th June 1886 from Sri Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib of the Pudukota 
State, inviting attention to paragraph 12 of his memorial regarding the 
Dewan’s interference with his household expenses. 

I have &o. 

(Signed) G. 8. FobbES, 

Junior Under Secretary. 





Supplemental Petition, 

To His Excellency THE VicKKoY AND 

Govebnor General of India 

Simla, 

The humble Petition of Sri Rathakbistna Tondiman Sahib, West¬ 
ern Palace Jaghirdar and Cousin to His late Highness the Rajah Baha¬ 
dur of Pudukota, Madras Presidency. 

Bespectfullt Shbweth, 

In accordance with your Excellency’s Government Order No, 420 
dated the 4th March 1886, I beg to state that on the 13th March 1886 I 
forwarded through the Political Agent my humble Memorial* dated 20tb 
Peibruary 1886 to your Excellency protesting against the ungrounded 
interference of the Dewan in the mode of expenditure of my allotted 
money-pension, 

2. On receipt of a Reminder dated 26th April 1886^ the Political 
Agent by his letter No. 74 dated 1st May 1886 intimated to me that the 
said Memorial had been forwarded to the Dewun for remarks. 

3. 1 was informed by another letter from the Political Agent dated 
5th June 1886 No. 98 that the Memorial in question has been forwarded 
to your Excellency’s Government through the Government of Madras. 

4. In continuation of the aforesaid Memctrial, I beg to say that as 
the Dewan has submitted a most unfavorable report on it, 1 feel compell¬ 
ed to put forward some more facts for your Bxcelllency’s benign consi¬ 
deration. 

5. The Dewan’s interference in my household matters has placed 
me and my family in the most distressed and pitiable condition. We 
have been treated worse than a State prisoner. The Manager or the 
Ste^i^ard of my household establishment whom I was forced to nominate, 
was set up to conduct his duties in a way most prejudicial to the 
comforts of my family. He in that capacity squandered my money by 
haying useless things, giving increases to the servants who gained his 
favor, and employing his dependents who are unworthy of serving a 
Royal member, and opened correspondence with the Dewan, a privilege 
which was not at all granted by me or supported by the Extract from the 
Dewan’s tetter to the Political Agent defining the duties of the Manager. 


A reference to the latter part of para 12 of the Appendix B to ray 
Memorial will disclose all the tinbeooming acts of the Dewan. 

6. Being supporied by the Dewan in every possible way, the 
Manager did not regard me as his master. He was insolent and imperti¬ 
nent H© did not obey even my writteri orders. He spoke about ine 
most disrespectfiilly in his cnteh^rry. He offered ill-iadvic^j to my sons 
and thereby caused disturbance in the family, (see Enclosure B, para 22 
of my Memorial dated 20th February 1886). He prevented his subordinates 
from seeing mo fthere is proot on record). When I duly communicated 
all his wrongs to the Dewan by 3 yadhasts, the DeWan did not check him, 
nor did he adopt any measure to rectify his conduct and keep him within 
the bounds of his duti«\s, 

7. Some months hack, the Manager discontinued the allowance of 
Rs, 15 drawn by a long-standing dependent of mine as well as the feeding 
of two of my ponies in my stables. He attributed all these to the 
variations in the prices of gram and paddy which were not apparently so 
at the time. Even if they were sold at high prices, he could have easily 
made use of the gram and the paddy in stock. I pointed out to him the 
surplus of my pension and the quantity of the grains in deposit and 
calling his attention to the Extract hereunder quoted, ordered him to pay 
the allowance and feed the ponies as usual. He refused. My complaints 
to the Dewan have not as yet fetched a reply. 

The Extract from the Dewan’s letter speaks thus;—• 

Para 11. “ I propose th.it the savings in each month should go to 
“ form a fund out of which contingencies such as may arise out of 
" variations in prices of provisions &c. are to be met, or in other words, 
“ the deficiencies of certain months must be met from the surplus of 
“others.” 

8. Once I called upon the Manager to afford me every facility to 
scrutinize the detailed account^ of expenditure, as I was not able to pick 
up any information from the monthly account of expenditure submitted 
to me. He allowed me to examine one or two accounts and then being 
informed of my discovery of his wasteful expenditure of money in his 
charge, he refused to furnish other accounts. When I wrote to the 
Dewan about it, be opppsed me and upheld the refusal of his favourite 
the Manager. J called for the detailed marriage account of expenditure 


18 


StiiT) of about Rs-17,000 solely an(J wholly left at the diaposal of 
the Manager. That too was refused- 

9. The Dew^an and the Manager‘were hand and glove in doing 
things most derogatory to the position of a Jaghirdar like myself. The 
former left me entirely powerless in the exercise of my authority over the 
latter. Under the arms of the Dewan, he was quite absolute in power. 

10. As I could not put up with the impertment coaduct and 

unrestrained ways of the Brahmin Manager, I looked into records and 
after having arrived at the conclusion that X have the liberty of appoint¬ 
ing and dismissing my household accountant and servants, I on the 10th 
ultimo removed him from his post and ordered the Head Clerk to hold 
the temporary charge and communicated the matter to the Dewan for 
information. Here I beg to reproduce the Dew'an’s statement as to the 
power of appointing from his report to the Political Agent dated 27th 
November 1882 492 :— 

The first Manager must be nominated by me, or have ray approval, 
^‘if he nominates one, which he was at lib 0 i*ty to do.*' 

As to the liberty of appointing his own Manager and Skiff which 
“ the Jaghirdar wants, the present Manager and staff are all appointed 
by him.** 

11. The Dewan objected to the removal of the Manager and sent 
me a yadhast that if the Manager were not restored, he would not 
enumerate the evils that would result. On my declining to reinstate 
the Manager, the Dewan passed orders to the merchant contractors and 
my household sibbundies, preventing the latter from the performance of 
their ordinary "avocation and the former from supplying provisions 
necessary for the maintenance of myself and my family. I regret to 
mention that the removal of a common domestic accountant (Manager) 
eating my salt has provoked the Dewan so much as to leave me, my 
ladies and my sons and my ponies to starve. 

12. After a good deal of correspondence on the above subject with 
the Political Agent, he sent me the Memo No. 105 dated 8th June 1886 
which runs thus—I have asked the Dewan to, arrange for the supplies 
in the usual way.*^ But the Dewan has not as yet obeyed the orders of 
the Agent* 


IS, To turn to tho remarks made by the Dewan on my Meuiorial. 
In para 2 of his report No. dated Slst May 1886, the Oewan has 
stated that the burden of my present complaint is again much the same 
as those I bronghi forward* in iny previous petitions to the Political Agent 
and GrOvernment and which were disposed of in Grovernment orders. 
This allegation and the statements contained in the subsequent paras 
up to 7 bear no connection whatever with the subject matter of xuy 
Memorial. 

14 Para 9 of the Dewau’s report No. 295 of 31st May 1886 spociks 
that a life of sensual pleasures, improvidence, extravagance and conse¬ 
quent indebtedness, are the “curse of Kuller aristocracy; that I am no 
better or worse than many of my class or of my ancestors; that I, like 
most others, have been for a long time, and am still, saddled with the 
burden of supporting an illogitiinate i|unily and children; and that he 
therefore anticipates or entertains vmrst apprehensions to the interest 
of my family and my children being aitfected sooner or later, if my money- 
pension be placed at my disposal without his constant supervision and 
check being exercised in all pecuniary matters. 

15# As to the Dewau’s allegation that I was a si^endthrift, I beg 
to invite your Excellency’s kind attention to the following quotations 
from which it is obvious that I am a man of different siaitip and that I 
incurred debts for rettsonable purposes:— 

“ Para 10. Thus pushed into a corner, the Jaghirdar to free himself 

Political Agent’s Report to annoyance and disgrace was compelled to 

^venamout ^ted 27th compromise with his creditors bv renewing bis 
rather s bonds and adding to their amount 
the accumulated interest# court costs, &e pledging the revenues of the 
villages as before.” 

‘‘Para il:^—Within an interval of three years after the death of his 
father, the first and the second marriage of the Jaghirdar had to be 
performed and the coutributioos from the State Treasury usual on such 
occasions having been stopped, it became necessary to borrow again,” 

^‘Para 1:—It appears to Govennnent that by renewing his father’s 
hbnds, the present tTaghirdar inust be held to 
encriiiiBered himseif with these liabilities 
as far as they can be Considered to be undis¬ 
charged.” 
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regard, however, to the unsecured debts the amount 
of which is ooinparatively small and to the fact that, the usual contribu~ 
tions from the State Treasury for the expenses of the Jaghirdar s marri¬ 
ages were withheld which was apparently the main cause of the Jaghir¬ 
dar incurring this portion of the debts, the Government are prepared to 
consider whether the State might not settle with these creditors on 
reasonable terms.” 

16. The Dewan censures my conduct by stating that i have been 
saddled with tlie harden of supporting an illegitimate family and 
children whose flonrishing condition is a conclusive proof of their 
enjoying a greater share of my regards than niy legitimate family and 
children. Though it may be out of policy to dwell nj)on this subject 
even to the slightest degree, I beg to be excused tor my observation. 
I married at first the sister of the Junior Ranee Sahiba of His late Highness 
the Raja Bahadur. Some time after, she met with her death. I 
wanted to marry again, but His Highness stood in the way. Beirrg in 
bloom of youth, 1 took fancy for the woman alluded to by the Dewan. 
Since then she has become my illegitimate family. She has two sons. 
Now she is in the forty-fifth year of her age. As it is considered deroga¬ 
tory to a Royal member of my position to allow a faithful and long¬ 
standing woman to earn her bread elsewhere at her choice, I have taken 
the responsibility of maintaining her and her two sons born for me. In 
the meantime, I offered my hand in marriage to two females who have 
become my consorts. Such being the case, my private conduct cannot 
be brought as a proof to affect the interests of my family. 

17. Most of the paras in the Dowan’s report are irrelevent to the 
facts embodied in my Memorial to your Excellency appealing against 
the Dewan’s ^interference in ray household affairs. They relate to the 
vciumption of the Jaghir. He has made allusions to Government Order.s' 

and Political Agents’remarks simply to swell the report. 

18. In 1882 I memorialised the Government of Madras praying 
that the Sirkele be instructed to pay into my hands the annual money- 
I^nsion of Rs. 15,000 and not to interfere in the mode of .expenditure 
of the monthly pension &o. The Sirkele was requested by the Political 
Agent to offer his remarks. He quoted two paragraphs from the Minor 
Sons’ petition alleged to have been fabricated and posted to Government 
without their cognizance and submitted a report containing inventions 







101 




and exaggerations of certain other points addnood in support of his 
foregone conolusipns, but 1 regret to remark that no enquiry was ordered 
to be made as to ^ the genuineness and authenticity of the petition. To 
thwart the ends of justice and to leave rne at the mercy of the Dewan, 
the Government of Madras passed their order to the effect that they were 
unable to comply with any of my requests. One and all are now 
groaning under the yoke of the management of the Dewan. 

19. In his rrport No. 295 of the 31st May 1886 to the Political 
Agent, the Dewan puts forward as a ground for his interference the fact 
that His Highness the Hajah’s Oogranum or Table Expense Department 
and fill His Highness’ other establishments including stables are under 
the management of the Oarbar (Dewan-'Peisbkar) subject of coarse, to 
the orders of His Highness. What the Dewan says is true, but that is 
not the case with the other royal members, or in other words, the same 
system of management is not enforced in other directions. As shewn 
in para 8 of the Printed Appendix B to my Memorial, the Senior and 
Junior Ranee Sahibas, the Princesses, the Sons-in-law^ and other relatives 
ot His Highness have been drawing and disbursing tbeir allowance 
without any one’s interference* This is a fact well known to all and no 
body can deny it. But the Dewan has left this point in the dark in his 
report to the Political Agent or the (irovernment, because he ahticipted 
that the insertion of such a thing would sfeind in my favor. 

20. I shall now take permission of your Excellency to speak about 
the De wan’s vie w of appointing a Special Agent for my household 
management and making him amenable for malparotices to courts. He 
wishes that such an Agent should be appointed directly by a superior 
authority and should act under the supervision of that authority. The> 
nonpayment of salaries to my servants, tlie refusal to maintain my family 
and children and the refusal to pay the merchants for the things bought 
of them, all of which the Dewan foresees to happen, cannot now. be 
urged as grounds for his interference. When complaints arise, the 
privilege of exemption from the Oivil courts might be easily taken away 
and the money due to any of them can be deducted from the rateable 
monthly pension. 

21. It has been observed by the Dewan that strong advice and 
censure from the Political Agent had no effect; on my conduct, and on 
my inveterate h^bit of petitioning. It is to be considered upon whose 


report or reports tlie Political Agent was insinuated to pass such remarks 
against me and to advise me not to waste my time in petitioning. Moreover, 
the late Political Agents Mr. Sewell, under whose auspices he assumed 
charge of the ministry, was the staunch patron of the Dewan wh6se 
word was law to him. It was in his days I had to send up petitions 
after petitions. None of the Political Agents did ever take trouble to 
institute a personal enquiry into any of my complaints. Hence the I>ewan 
has the boldness to speak badly of me even in his reply to my Memorial 
addressed to your Excellency. 

22. My present Memorial to your Excellency is an appeal against 
the Dewau\s interference in the mode of expenditure and against Ms free 
control over the domestic servants. He seems to belabouring under the 
mistake that the Scheduled arrangement is part and parcel of tho re¬ 
sumption. The Order of the Madras Ooverument No. 261|> dated 14fch May 
1881 is as follows:— 

That the Melaarramaney Jaghir shall be resumed absolutely and 
‘^the Jaghirdar be gran ted in lieu en annual pension according to a Schedule 
“of ordinary expenses aggregating in round members lt5,000 Rupees.” 

That the Dewan should exercise supervision and control over the 
family expenses has not expressly been brought in the Order. While so.^ 
ho tries to shelter himself by stating in his report para 9 subdivision 12 
No. 492 dated 27th November 1882 to the Political Agent that:— 

“ While I disekirn any desire to interfere with the management of 
“ his liotisehold by the Jsighirdar, I must be allowed the right to inter- 
“ fere whenever necessary at the outset. After some time when things 
“ have got into a groove, I shall only he too glad to have nothing to say 
‘Ho it. The arrangement ha\*ing been dicated by the most generous 
“ motives of the Madras Government towards the family, it shall bo my 
“ endeavour to carry it out in the same spirit.” 

In another place of the above report the Pewan has stated thus :*r-* 

“• If it were not for the welfare and interests of the family and the 
“ minor children which are involved in the matter, I should be tnost 
“ happy this moment to wash my hands of all concerns with the Jaghir-^ 
“ dark affairs/^ 

23. In the latter part of the Dewank report, he relates that the 
long-delayed ear-boring cermonies of my son have been |}orformed } that 
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been mafried to the grand 
Bajah ; that he has made silver vessels for the nse of every member of 
the family ; that much of the old furniture of the j^alace has been 
redeemed and restored to it; that the palace allotted for my residence is 
under repair and improvement; and that carriages, horses and palan¬ 
quins have been provided for the use of myself and family. 

24. The above representations cannot be a satisfactory answer to 
my Memorial to your Excellency. If my money-pension had been 
handed over to me without the Eewau’s interference, I could have done 
those things without difficulty. Many of the oM furniture have been 
redeemed out of the unjustly accumulated surplus of my pension. The 
marriages have been celebrated at the cost of the State, as there is a pro¬ 
vision in the Government Order dated 14th May 1881 to the effect that 
the State .should accept the obligation of providing suitably for reasonable 
extraordinary expenses. The marriage of my elder son was brought 
about by His late Highness and other royal members. The Dewan was 
instructed to make the nece.ssary arrangements for the marriage. Further 
It was his business to do so on behalf of his royal master. Mo repair or 
improvement has yet been done to my ancestral palace. Any Body 
could do so many things if a sum be dra wn in my name from the Treasury 
ami left at his disposal. 

^ 25. It is manifest from the records that the late Political Agent 

has echoed the Dewan’s opinion on my petitions and applications and the 
Government of Madras have done the same even in matters worthy of 
their consideration. Here I beg permission to point out an instance. 
In para 43 of the Dewan’s report on my petition, dated .5th November 
1882, praying that I might receive into my own hands my annual pen¬ 
sion of Rs. 1.5,000, that the monthly expenditure of the pension might 
not be interfered with, and tkit the sums of Rs. 4,050 and Rs. 2,125 
being respectively the Pagoda income of the Jaghir and that of limms 
granted to washermen, barbers &c., might also be paid into my hands, 
he has expressed his opinion that «none of the Jaghirdar’s requests 
summarised in the petition could be complied with.” On receipt of the 
report, the Political Agent observed to Government in his letter No. 300 
of 1882 that he entirely concurred in the Sirkele’s views. Thereujwn ’ 
the Government of Madras ordered on the 9th January 1883 that «the 
Governilient entirely concur in the opinion expressed by the SirJtele and 
supported by the Political Agent. Mr. Sewell will accordingly inform 








akmtna I'ondimaa Saliib that His Excellency tire G-overndi* In 
Council is unable to comply with any of the requests oontaihed in his 
application of 5th November last/- 

N. B.~The most important point that ought, to have calle^l the 
attention of Government was to ascertain the truth of the miners’ 
petition alleged to have been addressed and posted to Government. 
They ordered no investigation to bo made either by the Bewaik or the 
Political Agent. < 

26. In conclusion, I beg to submit the. following facts for your 
. Excellency’s consideration:— C ' 

(a) The Scheduled mode of expenditure enforced by a Matnager 
and Establishment under the order of two masters (the Jaghirdar and 
the DewuiG has become most oppressive and distasteful to myself and thb 
other members of my family. If I order the Manager to do a thing, ho 
refuses and if I write to the DoWan, he never replies. Unloi^s 1 gain the 
favor of the two individuals.^ even my reasonable requests are set at 
defiance. 

(b) AIJ the inconveniences and troubles to which I have been made 
a victim by the interference of the Dewan have been fully set forth in 
paras 5 to 12. 

(o) As shewn in para 14, the reasons urged by the Dewan for his 
interference in my domestic and private affairs with which the State has 
no concern fa remark made by one of the late Political Agents^ are 
arbitrary and imaginary. 

(d) Quotations from the Government Orders and the Political 
Agents’ reports can bear satisfactory testimony to the fact that I had not 
contracted debts of iny own accord and that tho small amount of money 
I borrowed not for unreasonable purposes, fSee para 15 above,) 

(e) The Senior and the Junior Ranee Sahiba, the Princesses and 
the Sonsdn-law of His Highness the Rajah have been allowod to draw 
and spend their maintenance independently, that is, without the Dewan’s 
or any other officer’s interference in the mode of its expenditnre, (see 
para 19 above.) 

(f) The fact that I have been exempted from the jurisdiction of the 
Divil tribunals is well known throughout the Pudukota State. It has 
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promalgated by Notices issued by competent .authorities. When 
complaints arise either from the nonpayment of salaries to my servants 
or from the refusal of money to tradesmen, the Government are at 
liberty to remove the privilege of exemption or to deduct the amount d.ue 
to any of them from the ratable pension of Bs. 1,250 drawn oach month 
from the Pudukota State Treasury. 

{g) The Dewan has mentioned in his report to the Political Agent, 
No. 462, dated the 27th November 1882 that (to use the language of the 
Dewan) if it were not for the interests of the" family and the minor 
children, he would be most happy to wash his hands of all concerns with 
the affairs of the Jaghirdar. My elder son is now 20 years old and the 
younger 18 years. 

1 beg leave to close .this Supplemental Petition with the sanguine 
hope, that your Excellency in Council will not echo the sentiments of the 
Subordinate Powers ; bub will consider all matters in connection with my 
Memorial transmitted through the local authorities and order them to 
avoid all interference with the mode of expenditure of the ratable money- 
pension granted to me in satisfaction of the forfeiture of my hereditary 
Estate. lam the Head of the Mellaarratnaney branch or the Western 
Palace Family which, for the present, consists of two ladies and two 
grown-up sons. We are all living together, lamenting over the fate to 
which we have been reduced by the Dewan who merely promised at the 
outset that he would do no injury to the Jagbir and that he would 
preserve our reputation. Now the intention of the Dewan is to lower 
the royal members in the estimation of higher authorities and to keep 
them under his thumb. If the Political Agents and the Crovernment of 
Madras were not misled by the mystifying reports of the Dewan, I 
would have obtained that justice which a gentleman of the ‘ Western 
race ’ would do with a clear conscience. For which act of favor and 
justice, I shall, as in duty bound, ever pray, 

Pudukota, 7 (Signed) 

2 ist June 1886. j 

Order passed thereon. 

Government of Madras. 

Political Department, 

Read the foUo'ving paper:— 

From G. 8. Forbes Esqr., Junior Under Secretary to the Government 
of India, Foreign Department, to the Chief Secretary to Government 
dated, Simla, the 17th Septemlwr 1886, No. 3355, ’ 


IUthakbisna Tokdiman Sahbb, 
Western Palace Jaghirdar. 
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1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, Mis* 
Nqs. 664 and 712, Political, dated, respectively, the 7th and 22nd July 
1886, regarding the memorials aubinitted to the Government of India by 
Sri Kathakrfetna Tondiman Saheb of Pudukota, in which he complains 
of the undue interference of the Dewau in the management of his affairs. 

2. It is observed that the Government of Madras have issued orders 
which will to some extent tend to relax the unnecessarily strict super¬ 
vision which the Dewan has hitherto maintained over the Jaghirdar’s 
household. 

3. In reply to his memorials, the Jaghirdar should be informed 
tliat these orders have the approval of the Governor-General in Council/ 
who sees no sufficient reason to interfere further. 

4. From this office letter No. 3354—1, dated the 17th September 
1886, regarding the administration of the Pudukota State during the 
Rajah’s minority^ it will be observed that special reference has been 
nifule to the duty of the Political Agent carefully to look after the in¬ 
terests of the Chiefs family. These instructions will, it is hoped, ensure 
their being treated with due respect and consideration. 

Order dated 2nd October 1886, No. 900, Political. 

Communicated to the Political Agent for Pudukota, who will inform 
Sri Rathakristna Tondiman Saheb of the decision of the Government of 
India on his memorials. 

2. The letter from the Government of India referred to in para¬ 
graph 4 will be separately communicated. 

(True Extract) 

(Signed) E. F. Webster^ 

Chief Secretary. 

Meanwhile, it having come to light that the Jaghirdar had, as shewn 
above, complained bitterly to the Government of India against the Ma¬ 
nager and his patron—the Dewan, both resorted to various means to sub¬ 
ject him to all difficulties and troubles of multifarious nature# The Jaghir- 
daPs discovery of the Manager’s dishonest actions and wrongful loss 
from the cash-accounts and the acquittance of pay roused their feelings all 
the more and added fuel to the already kindled fire. All of a sudden the 
Manager discontinued the feeding; of the Jaghirdar’s ponies and grooms* 


Eiiicl his depender^t^s allowauoe on tlio plea that the price of paddy 
and gram had risen high and there was no surplus or balance under the 
item of the np*ke6p of horses. What a sad misfortune to the Jaghirdar ! 
It the Dewan or the Manager had utilised the savings of Rg, lyOOO and 
odd left unexpended since the organization of the management system 
owing to two pairs of bulls not having been purchased for the palace use, 
no necessity could have arisen for discontinuing the feeding or for 
adopting such a stringent measure. Of course, there existed under all. 
items a saving of over 4,000 rupees in the household establishment. Alas! 
simply for the sake of upholding the Manager’s actions, the Dewan dis¬ 
regarded the spirit of his own letter approved of by the Political Agent. It 
is laid down therein that the savings such as might arise out of variations 
in prices should form a fund so as to meet the deficiencies of certain 
months. When the Jaghirdar ordered the Manager to feed the ponies 
and pay the dependent’s allowance out of the cash-balance, he refused to 
do so without the Dewan’s permissioii. Then the Jaghirdar sent an 
order directing him to communicate with the Dewan on the subject, if he 
liked, but this order too was not obeyed, though he had on previous occa¬ 
sions applied for sanction to the Dewan for what he desired to do without 
the knowledge of his nominal master—the Jaghirdar. It was perfectly 
clear from the accounts that the Dewan and the Manager had altered and 
ojiened at their will and pleasure several items of expenditure outside the 
sanctioned schedule. Such being the case, no sufficient proof was needed 
to show that they were wantonly annoying the Jaghifdar. The Dewan 
was at last addressed about the action of the Manager in respect of the 
ponies and the allowance, hut he paid no heed whatever to it. The gram 
in deposit could have fed the ponies for about eight months, before which 
time fresh gram and paddy would have come out for sale. The State 
gazette also shewed neither rise nor fall in the price of gram or grains at 
that time. The Jaghirdar wrote three Yadhasts to the Dewan and solicited 
that every facility should be given him to scrutinize the accounts of his 
household expenditure and that proper arrangements beset on foot to 
continue the feeding and the allowance alluded to above. But the Dewan 
sett no reply, though a i>eriod of three months elapsed. Although 
justice was refused in tlie long run, or to speak in better terms, though 
no redress was afforded, was it not the Dewan’s duty to reply ? His 
patience exhausted, the Jaghirdar wrote to the Political Agent, Mr. H. 
R. Farmer, asking for speedy relief. He made no delay in disposing 
of the question at issue. Agreeably to the request of the Jaghirdar, he sent 
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to the Dewan, but it was he that displayed no wilHi^gness or activity 
in executing it. He was stiff and stubborn* Above all, the reluctance on 
the Dewaii^s part or that of the Manager to furnfeh aceoimts to the 
Jaghirdar was open to criticism* Though he has been granted an 
annual stipend of Ks. 15,000 in satistaction of the forfeiture of his here¬ 
ditary estate for no fault of his, it was inucli to be rej^retted that ho was 
placed in embarrassed oirciimstances so as to look for his meals at the 
hands of the Manager who held the reins of expenditure under the shadow 
of the Dewau’s grace. The Jaglurdar’s letter to the Political Agent 
about the discontinuance of the feeding of the ponicKS and the personal 
allowance fetched redress after the lapse of Several months. Meanwhile, 
he found fault with the Manager and removed him from the service. Of 
all blemishes, the Manager’s disobedience to the Jaghirdar’a written 
orders and reminders, his violation of the duties defined in the Political 
Agent’s letter under date, 28th July 1881, No. 332 as well as ]m 
prohibition of the officers of his cuteherry by a written order from seeing 
the Jaghirdar and his impudent disturbance in the Jaghirdar’s camp, stood 
foremost on record. As the J aghirdar felt sure that the power of appointing 
and dismissing his household Manager, subject to the Dewan’s approval 
(as noted by the Jaghirdar himself at the foot of the schetiule for 
Rs. 30,000) rested with him, be dismissed the Manager, Annasami Iyer, 
for various faults. To the vacant post one of the old and longstanding 
tnciimbents of the Manager's staff was appointed as Acting Manager bv 
the Jaghirdar who communicated the same at once for the Dewan’s 
information. The dismissed officer served notices, under the Dewan’s 
order, upon the new nominee (lyadorai Mudelly), the treasurer, and 
the contract merchants w^ho had received advances from the West^>rn 
Palace cuteherry for giving rice and gram and other supplies. The 
notices prevented every one from doing his respective duties and threa¬ 
tened them all with serious consequences if they ventured to .sj>ead the 
surplus money in deposit in the Western Palace Treasury or draw the 
monthly allowance of the Jaghirdar and his family from the State 
Exchequer. Everything was in suspense. The Jaghirdar's endeavours 
to obtain supplies for himself and the family proved fruitless. He then 
left the town of Pudukota for Trichinopoly to represent his grievances to 
the Political Agent. But at the same time the Jaghirdar cnatle his own 
arrangements and fed all the monibers and the ponies. Previous to the 
Jaghirdar’s departure, the Dewari had intimated that no time should be lost 
in reinstating the dismiesed Manager and leaving all records in Ha 
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^args, as he was authorized to carry out the scheduled arrangements in 
oouformity with the instructions embodied in the Proceedings ot the 
(xovernment and the Political Agent. Further, the Dewnn's Yadhast 
intimated that ho would not enumerate the evils that would he heaped upon 
the Jaghirdar if be failed to restore the Manager to his post. It was 
also communicated that the person deputed as Acting Manager^possessed 
no right to order supplies or spend money without the Dewan s permis¬ 
sion for the purposes defined in theschedale and that, as the late Political 
Agent had already given his opinion that the dismissed Manager was 
free from guilt of any sort, he was allowed to remain in his post. Here 
it is worthwhile to remark that bad the Jaghirdar been made aware in 
time of such an assertion as this, he would have already appealed to the 
highor authority. The Jaghirdar set forthanumber of complaints and no 
attention was paid to any of them. Nor did he ask in any of his 
petitions for the exclusive removal ot the Manager, exhibiting the faults 
against him. Lasdy the Jaghirdar was requested by the Dewan to 
restore the Manager’s cutcherry to its former status and place all things 
and records in the custody of the Manager pending the settlement of the 
question in dispute by the Political records, accounts, 

jewels, money and vessels belonging to the Western Palaqe were unin¬ 
terruptedly left in the charge of the Acting Manager and staff who, under 
the menaGCS of the Dewan and bis pet- the dismissed Manager, refused 
to conduct their routine business or perform their, duties in the usual 
way. While so, the Dewan expressed in his'Yadhast that the Jaghirdar 
had taken unlawful possession of them. In fact, there was no necessity for 
such an usurpation, because every property belonged to the Jaghirdar 
himself and had been in the possession of the respective persons attached 
to the management establishment. The Dewan was merely a supervisor 
over them. In this connection it must be noted that he had already 
wTitten to higher authorities in reply to the Jaghirdar s several memorials 
that the Establishment was more or less what the memorialist had 
proposed at first in his schedule, tliat as to the liberty of appointing his 
own Manager and staff, the first incumbent and the sibbundies were all 
nominated by him, and that, if it were not for the welfare and interest of 
the family and the minor children which were involved in the matter, he 
would have lieen most happy to wash his hands of all concerns with the 
Jaghirdar’s affairs. The statement of the Dewan that he had no interest 
in supervising, if it were not for the benefit of the family itself, could not 
be accepted as afc all sincere, as the above narration of facts will clearly 
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snovT that he had all along been aotuated by the sole motive of screening 
his pet—the dismissed Manager who had taken every opportunity to 
disobey and disgrace the Jaghirdar. In reply to a question from the 
Jaghirdar enquiring if he had received any instniotion from the Political 
Agent or the Government as to the scope of his power over the Manager 
and stfiflFand his interference in the Jaghirdar’s domestic affairs, the Dewan 
kept silent, for he thought ‘‘Silence is golden ”, and was indeed unable 
to give a satisfactory reply. His very silence testified to the non exis-> 
tonce of any docuinent defining the limit of the power exercised by the 
Dewan over the Jaghirdar’s household affairs and with regard to the 
appointment and dismissal of liis stew'ard. A letter was written to the 
Political Agent on the subject. He was solicited to approve the dismissal 
of tlie Manager and issue necessary orders to the Dewan asking him to 
place in his stead the Head gunvustali whom the Jaghirdar had promoted 
to the vacant post for the time being to conduct the routine business 
and save the Jaghirdar and his members from starvation. Ko reply was 
received in time, nor was the Jaghirdar I'elieved from the distress. 

The Dewjin still insisted upon the restoration of the dismissed incumbent. 

The Jaghirdar explained to him all the circumstances. As usual, the 
Dewan paid no heed to the Jaghirdar’s arguments, remained obstinate 
and protested a^inst the dismissal in question. The Dew^an w^as asked 
to cancel the notices issued by the dismissed Managef under his order 
fl7—5^86) to the merchant contractors who had already received 
advances from the Western Palace Family pension and legally bound 
themselves to give daily the necessary supplies. The Jaghirdar’s request 
was not accorded. Hence the special attention of the Political Agent 
was invited to the settlement of the question about the Manager 
who had stirred up the Dewan so much as to subject the Jaghirdar, and 
his fiimily and his ponies to starvation. It was also made known to the 
Political Agent that the Jaghirdar was placed in such a dilemma that he 
was no longer able to arrange for the daily bread of the family, failing 
which he w^mld rather prefer death to compulsorily agreeing to retake 
the dismissed man into his service. Pending the disposal of the Mana- 
gerVease, a request was made to the Political Agent by the Jaghirdar to 
grant him an advance from the permanent fund in the Political Agent’s 
Office and make good the advance from the Jaghirdar’s family allowance 
or to cancel the written notices referred to above and thus afford him the 
opportunity to get his supplies from the Acting Manager and the mer¬ 
chant contractors who had already undertaken to supply rice, gram and 



other uecessary provision$» When the Jaghirdar proceeded to Tricbi^ 
nopoly—the Head Quarters of the Political Agent—with his sons and 
desired to make a personal representation to hiu) with the view of obtain¬ 
ing speedy redress at Ins hands, He declined to accord an interview, 
stating that he had already seen him at the Tondiman capital and coli- 
ferred with him on the subject of the Manager’s dismissal. Here is the 
Political Agent’s reply v — 

No* 84. Political Agent’s 06Bce 

Trichinopoly, 26th May’86. 

To M- R. Ily. Eathakristiia Tpndiman Saheh, 

Mellaarramanai Jaghirdar, 

reply to your letter of the 19tli instant, X have the honor to 
state that 1 have already seen yon.on the subject therein referred to and 
see no advantage in granting another interview. 

2. I however advise you to return to Pudnkota and 1 don’t antici¬ 
pate that it is likely that the Dewan will prevent you from receiving 
supplies necessary for your maintenance, until I aui able to intimate to 
him my views on the matter to which you refer. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) H. R. Farmkb, 

Political Agent. 

Subsequent to the receipt of the above letter, the Jaghirdar received 
information that the Dewan had ordered supplies to be given from His 
Highness the Rajah’s store. To ascertain the truth of the matter the 
Jaghirdar wired to the Acting Manager. His reply by telegram verihed 
what the Jaghirdar had already been told. Next came the Dewan^s 
Yad hast conveying the same information. The Jaghirdar was dissatis¬ 
fied with tha arrangement and addressed the Political Agent calling his 
attention to the fact that, should the orders and notices of restriction 
issued by the dismissed Manager and the Dewan be cancelled, no 
obstacles would stand in the way of recei\dng the usual supplies. Certainly 
the merchant contractors and the Acting Manager were fully prepared to 
satisfy the demands of the Western Palace Family. When matters came 
to this crisis, the Dewan tried to avail himself of every opportunity to 
revenge himself upon the Jaghirdar and thereby satisfy his deep-rooted 


animosity towards hmi. The Dewan did ail in his power to safeguard 
the eatise of the late Manager, but all proved fruitless. Under the prete^ct 
of obeying the Political Agent’s instructions, the Dewan proposed to 
supply provisions from the Rajah’s Kstore and pay the Jaghirdar’s house¬ 
hold servants from the State Treasury and then deduct the actual cost of 
the provisions and the actual amount of the servants’pay from the 
ratable money-pension of the Jaghirdar’s family. Amidst these circum¬ 
stances of the case; the Jaghirdar submissively requested the Political 
, Agent to call for the Dewan’s report within a specified time and pass his 
decision about the dkmissal of the late Manager. The Political Agent 
sent the following reply :— 

- 97 . Polltioat AgehPs Office. 

Trichinopoly, 5th June 188'6. 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristiia Tondimon Sahib 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,-With reference to your letters noted in the margin, 1 have the honor 
to inform yon that I have requested the Dewan to H. H. 
the Rqja Bahadur of Fudnkota to state whether he 
considers Aiyathorai Mudalli whom you have appointed 
Manager to be fit for the post. 

I have the honor to Be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) H. R. Farmbk, . 

Political Agcnft. 

With regard to Uie supplies neede<l for the consumption of the 
Western Palace Family, the Jaghirdar informed the Political Agent 
that it was beneath his dignity and position to receive the daily doles 
from the store of his blood—relative, and that in the event of his being 
allowed to got provisions from his own store or Table establishment for 
meals, he would gladly return to Pudukote, and that the one he had 
selected for the Managership was a competent hand, though not so old as 
the Dewan himself and though ignorant of the English tongue. The 
Political Agent granted the concession asked for and his reply to the 
Jagliird^f rail as follows;*^ 


Letters dated 
I4fch May 1886 
i9th do 
26tli do 
81st do 
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Political Agent^s Office, 
Trichinopoly, 8th June 1886. 


To M. R. Ry. Bathakristna Tondiman Sahib 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 


Sir,-With reference to your letter of the 7th instant, I have the honor 
to inform you that I have asked the Dewan to arrange for the supplies in 
the usual way. 


I have the honor to be. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
('Signed) H. E, FAEMKii, 

Political Agent, 


The Political Agent called upon the Dewan to communicate his views 
in respect of the disputed dismissal of the Manager, He submitted a 
report and expressed that the act of dismissal vras tyrannical. As the 
Jaghirdar still refused to take back or reappoint the dismissed Manager, 
the Dewan stopped all supplies. When this was intimated to the Political 
Agent, he wrote to him to make temporary arrangements for the supplies 
until he was able to pfiss his o\vn decision on the matter. The letter of 
the Political Agent was not carried into effect. The Jaghirdar addressed 
the Political Agent several letters. The channel of cominunication 
between the Agent and the Dewan was fully opened, and it w'as finally 
settled tbit the Jaghirdar should be allowed to receive the supplies in 
the usual way. No attention was paid to the decision of the Political 
Agent. Now that the Dewan protested against the appointment of the 
n w Manager and objected to granti?ig the ordinary supplies^ the Jaghirr 
dar despatched a telegram to the Political Agent which fetci>ed the 
following;— 

No. 108, Tricii;no]>oiy, r h . 1886. 

To M. R, Ry. Rathakristiia Tondimae duliio 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,-In reply to your telegram of 12th instant, I have the honor to 
inform you that [ have expressed my views to the Dew^aii and find no 
order requiring him to act on those views if he disagrees.- 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) H* R. Fabmbe, 

Political Agent. 
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_ive 0 ttially the Political Agent was obliged to write to the Dewaii 
to the etfecti that it would not take long to obtain the orders of Govern¬ 
ment, if be considered the situation such as to justify a reference. Until 
the matter was disposed of by the Government, the Jaghirdar was not 
allowed to get supplies from the new Manager and staff. Complaints 
having in the meantime gone to the Governmeut of Madraft^, the 
following decision was coimnnnicated to the Jaghirdar:— 


Proceedings of the Madras Government. 

Read the following petition from Sri Rathakristna Tondiinan Sahib, 
Pndnkota, dated 3rd July 1886. 


Order dated Kith July 1886, No. 678. Mis: 

Tlie Government have, in separate Proceedings, sanctioned proposals 
submitted by the Political Agent which will, it is hoped, remove the 
grounds of complaint preferred by Sri Rathakristna Tondirnan Sahib in 
respect to the management of his honsehold Establishment. His attention 
will be called to the necessity for snldressing Government through the 
PolitiGal Agent. 

True Extract. 

(Signed) Foisteu Webster, 

Chief Secretary. 


As redress to the several eomplnints carried to the Political Agent 
against the Dewatt’s persistence to reinstate the dismissed Manager, and 
in respect of the discontinnance of the feeding of the ponies and of the 
allowance of a female dependent, the Jaghirdar was put in possession of 
the following communication from the Political Agent:— 

287 Political AgenPs OflSce, 

Trichinopoly, 20th July 1886. 

From The Political Agent for Pudnkota 

To The Dewan-Regent, Pudnkota. 

reference to the marginally noted records I have the 
Letter to Bewao No. 197/25--B —86 honor to request that you will intimate 
do 22s{i2— 6^6 to the Western Palace Jaghirdar that he 

do do ^7^JZI^86 liberty to nominate a Manager in 
do 320/Ll--6*-86 lieu of Annasami Iyer whom he has dis- 

^ 6^/ missed, that if you approve of the nominee 

he may be confirmed and that, if not, I will decide the question. 



2, I have at the same time the honor to request that you will 
transfer from the savings mentioned in your letter No. 17 dated 9th 
January 1886, a sum sufficient to keep the two ponies alluded to by 
the Ja^hirdtir in his letter of 9fch October 1885 And also Rs* 15 per 
month to provide for the maiutenanoe of the (lopertdent alluded to in the 
above. 

3, Please also intimate to the Jaghirdar that he is at liberty to 

Keep of 2 liorsea Ra. 30 <llscoutinu6 a pair Of bullocks, a pair of horses, 

„ buiioolca „ 16 and a rough rider and that the savings of 

I’oiifi'li mdor ■4 ^ 

Rs. 49 thus effected may be added to his pocket 
money allowance* 

Pleiise also intimate to the Jaghirdar that in future appointments 
and dismissals of servants engaged in carrying out the Scheduled expen¬ 
diture are to be made as indicated in para 1 above, and that you are 
about to take steps in accordance with Gr. 0. No. 665/7^^7 ~86 to make 
these servants liable to the same punishment for wrong doings as if they 
were public servants. 

5. Spare copies of the G. Os, marginally noted will be commtmi- 
O. O, Nop. 663 & 666 of 7-7 -86 cated to you \Vhon received. 

I have the honor to be Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
fSigned) H. R. Farmer, 
Political Agent. 

No. 140. IVue copy. 

(Joaimuuicated to M. R. Ry, RathakristnaTondiinan Sahib, Western 
Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota. 

(Signed) H. R. Farmer, 

Political Agent. 

Idle purports of the said G-. Os are as follow:— 

G. 0. No. 663 of 7th July 1886. 

The Political Agent recommended that the Jaghirdar should not be 
allowed to receiw and spend his money allowance, that transfer of a sum 
from savings under other beads in tlm Bcliedule of funds should be mude 




116 


to provide her nsnal allowance for 
a certain female dependent, that the Ja'^hirdar’s pocket allowaiico should 
be raised from Rs. 100 to Rs, 149 (Rs. 49 being the savings elfected by 
discontinuing a pair of horses, a pair of bullocks and a rough rider), 
that the Jaglurdar should be allowed to nonunate bis Manager, the 
nomination being subject to the Dewan’s approval and any dispute being 
subject to final decision by the Political Agent, and that the servants 
employed to oarrv on the schednl'nl iirrangenient should b** liable to 
pnni h.ii as iP they were public serv!i‘^ts 

The Government in their Order No. 663 (7-7~“86), have authorized 
the Political Agent to carry into effect his recommendations and to 
inform the Jaghirdar accordingly. Tb‘ y considered it inexpedient to 
allow the Jaghirdar the uncontrolled expenditure of his allowance. 

G. G. No. 665 (7—7-~86.) 

The Political Agent requested the Government to pass orders on the 
general question as to how appointments and dismissals in cases tike the 
one mentioned in his letter embodied in G. 0. No. 663 (1 7~—86), 

should be made as the Jaghirdar has dismissed the then Manager and 
the Dewan objected to his’action. 

The Government informed the Political Agent that the Jaghirdar 
will be at liberty to nominate a Manager subject to the approval of the 
Dewan, In case of a difference of opinion, the Political Agent will decide. 

(Signed) W* A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

It will appear from the following letter of the Political Agent that 
the Dewan—Regent was brought to the sense of his duty in the matter 
of furnishing accounts of expenditure required by the Jaghirdar 

293. Dewan’s Office, 

Pudukota, 21st July 1886. 

From The Political Agent for Pudukota. 

To The Dewan—Regent, Pudukota. 

—.lu continuation of my letter No. 287 of the 20th instant and 
with reference to para 11 of your letter No. 17 of the 9th January, I 
have the honor to state that I consider that the Western Palace Jaghir^ 



to meet the keep of some ponie.s t 


MIN/Sr^ 
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s request to have an opportunity of scrxitinzing or getting scrntiui/.ed 
all the accounts of the expenditure of his allowance is a reasonable ono 
and .should be complied with. 

2. T think that ho .should be allowed the opportunity of doing so at 
loa.st once a week while his memory will allow him practically to test 
their accuracy. 

I have the honor &c., 
(Signed) H, It. Farmer, 


Political Agent. 


(True Copy.) 


(Signed) A. Sahhiah Sastri, 
Dewan-Regent. 

On receipt of the Political AgenPs letter No. 287 ly^ferred to above, 
a request was made to the Jaghirdar by the Dewan-Regent to the elffect 
that ho should send for his inspection the person whom the Jaghirdar 
wished to appoint as Manager. Accordingly the Head Gumastah of the 
Western Palace Ciitchervy who hail been appointed Acting Manager by 
the Jaghirdar was deputed to present hiin.self before the Dewan-liegent. 
With certain remarks and under unavoidable circiiinstanceSj tlie Dewan- 
Regent ap{)roved of the Jaghirdar’s nominee. It was stated in the 
Dewao-Regent^s communication that the nominee in question was 
approved for best reasons alleged to exist, tlmt an order liaving been 
issued to the ex-Manager to hand over the charge, the new one should be 
made to receive it and grant him a receipt of acknowledgment, and that 
the ex-Manager should adjust accounts and settle the hire for the making 
ot the silver vessels ordered to be made for the palace use and wdnch 
were all finished stibsequent to the removal of that functionary. As 
usual, the Dexvan-Regsnt issued orders directly to the new Manager 
without giving the Jaghirdar any intimation whatever directing him to 
disourse Rs. 87 to the late Manager, being the arrears due to him for 2 
months and 27 days. The Jaghirdar objected and wrote to the Manager 
not to disburse the amount and intimated the same to the Dcxvan-Regent, 
because the ex-Manager was entitled to Rs. 10 only for the 10 days he 
was doing duty. The Jaghirdar refused to pay for the period reckoned 
from the date ot dismissal made by him up to the date of delivering over 
charge to the new Manager. Leaving out of consideration the dismissal 
made by the Jaghirdar, the Dewran-Regent ordered full salary, but 


ending the dispute about fcbe pay, the ex-Manager refused to deliver the 
silver vessels and allowed no opportunity to the new Manager ^to settle 
accounts with the makers of the vessels, and at the same time did not 
cancel the written notices issued by him to the merchant contractors who 
all, under the fear of the restriction put upon them, refrained from 
giving daily supplies for the advances already obtained from the Western 
Palace Family pension. The ex-Manager handed over the charge 
nominally. But in fact no necessity existed even for so doing as each 
and every thing was in the custody of the proper individuals attached to 
the management establishment. He rendered no service to the members 
of the WevStern Palace Family from the date of his dismissal to the date 
of his delivering the charge. At last, time divulged the concealed 
views ot the Dewan-Regent. Screening himself under the excuse that 
it was not obviously for him to express a definite opinion that the orders 
of Governmenfc ly^cpiired cancellation and that his province was always, in 
matters decided by Govermnenfc, to state the difficulties resulting in 
carrying them out and leave tho Government to pass what further 
orders might seem fit to it, the Dewan-Regent wrote to Gov(;rnment 
through the Political Agent to the effect that he encountered certain 
difficulties which he did not see Ills way through to overcome and which 
were legal in their nature, and tatal "to the discharge of the trust placed 
in him by the Government in connection with the scheduled arrangements 
of the Jaghirdar’s household expenditure, though it had observed that 
the Jaghirdar wa.s at liherty to appoijit and dismiss his houseliold 
Manager and staff, sulyect to the I). IPs veto or approval, and that, in 
consideration of the Jaghirdar’s exemption from the jxiriscliction of the 
civil tribuiiuls, he should take steps to make these servants liable to the 
same punishment tor their.wrong doings, ns if they >vere public servants. 
In order to carry out tho latter suggestion throv n out by the Govern¬ 
ment, the Head Accountant of tho State Exchecpier was a uthorized by the 
Dewan-Regent to verify each month the cash balaneo in the Western 
Palace Treasury. Wliat were the difficulties the Dewan-Regent fancied 
io have arisen and what w’^as it that was beyond his power to overcome ? 
What w'as the sinister object of the Dewan-Regent in framing such a 
report to Government? By enumerating tho difficulties lie imagined to 
exist, he not only aspired to the power of nominating and dismissing the 
Manager and staff’, free of the Jngliirdar*s interference, but also to the 
removal of the newly appointed Manager whom the Dewan-Regent 
palled in hjs coinmunicatiop us an hnbviik old man and a creature of the 


Jaghir<}ar. As a coinnientaiy on those (iifficiilties alleged to exist, the 
Dewaa-Iiogent briefly alluded to the fact that the Jaghirdar liimself had 
addressed commutiieations stating that the merchants who had received 
advances from the ex-Manager during his tenure of office and who had 
entered into contracts, refused to fulfil them, and that the supplies for 
the household consmnption had to be provided at a great loss, The 
Dewan-ltegent also made mention in his report that the new Manager 
vi^bose appointment he had agreed to simply for the sake of peace objected 
to payments ordered by him‘without the Jaghirdars knowledge* It 
was also reported >)y the Dewan-Regent that the peculiar civil status of 
of the Jaghirdar, Le., his exemption from the jarisdiotion of the civil court, 
prevented a suit for the recovery of the silver vessels retained by the dis¬ 
missed Manager, pending his claims for tlie {lay and the hire of the silver 
smiths. But it must be noted that the ex-Manager had enk'r<jd into, and 
received, oontracts duly executed in the name oi*thc Western Palace 
cutcherry, and paid advances. They had also furnished securities through 
the Town Sub-Magistrate who exercised his authority under the Dewan- 
RegenPs order. Receipts Intd been obtiiioed from the silver smiths for 
the sums received from the Western Palace cash-balance, and those 
papers were deposited in the Western Palace cutcherry, A paddy con¬ 
tractor who had received advances from the late Mamiger for the yearly 
supply of paddy had to give paddy for the outstanding balance of Rs. 
860 —9—5. This contractor was allowed rent each month for prest^viug 
paddy iu his own store. He was getting rent hut in fact no paddy was 
stocked, for he was buying [and supplying it from tinui to time. The 
Jaghirdar’s complaint about this to the Dewau-Regent passed unnoticed* 
A gram, contractor was to supply gram for Rs. 308 and odd. These 
contractors and the makers of the silver vessels felt reluctant to settle the 
accounts* because they were afraid of the restrictions put on them by the 
late Manager’s notices that were not cancelled either by him or the 
Dewan-Regent, When matters stood thus, the Jaghirdar addressed 
several communications inviting the Dewun-Regent’s attention to the 
restrictions being removed. He wrote in reply that unless and until 
matters were referred to Governraent, he was at a loss to dispose of any 
of his complaints. According to the legal opinion advanced by an 
eminent Barrister-^at-Iaw, the Jaghirdar, though exempted from the 
process of the local civil tribunaia, was and is at liberty to nm against others 
and obtain justice. The Barristers opinion runs thus: — In British 
territory no p^son is oEiempt from liability to be sued, though eertaiu 
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classes of property are exempt from liability to attachment or 
sale in execution ot decrees. If the Jagliirdar is by some law of the 
t’udukota State exempt from liability to be sued, it does not necessarily 
follow that ho is at the same time incompetent to sue. 'Whether he is or 
is not competent to sue, depends on what the hiw of Pudnkota affecting 
him is. If there is no law of Pudukota biking away from him the right 
to sue, I am of opinion that the fact that he has been exempted from lia¬ 
bility to be sued does not deprive him of the right to sue. I do not know 
whether the Indian Civil Procedure Code or some, and if so, what por“ 
tjou.s of it have been introduced into Pudukota. If the Indian Civil Pro¬ 
cedure Code is in force there, the Jaghirdar can take proceedings in the 
Civil Courts there through a Mukhtar duly certified and holding a special 
power of attorney authorizing him to do on behalf of the Jaghirdar such 
acts as may legally be done by Mukhtars (see sec. Z1 para (b) of Act 
XIV'ofl882.) But any suit which he may wish to be instituted by 
himself or 'on his behalf must be instituted in his name.” 

Pending the dispute about his pay the ex-Manager received directly 
from the workmen the silver vessels aud retained them in his possession. 
'Ihe Acting Manager sent him a registered notice by post in which he 
asked him to send the vessels and other property, Imt he refused to 
receive the notice, nor did he return the articles called for. The Dewan- 
Ilegent was addressed on the subject. tJo reply. It appeared to the 
Jaghirdar that unless the pay of Rs. 87 claimed by the ex-Manager 
were given him, he would not hand over the silver ve.ssels worth Rs. 200 
and some brass vessels he had taken possession of. The Dewan-Regent 
ordered the payment of Rs. 183 and odd being the charges due for the 
making of the silver vessels through the medium of the late Manager. 
Bub the Jaghirdar objected to this and wrote to the new' Manager to send 
for the vessels, call for the workmen, compare the charges with the Sirkar 
rates for making silver vessels and then pay the hire due thereon. The 
Dewan-Regent’s order was unreasonable inasmuch as it would have 
enabled the late Manager to have his own profit in the transaction. The 
Political Agent was requested to decide the point at issue. He kept 
silent. 

The merchant contractors were shrinking back to offer supplies for 
the sums advanced by the late Manager. They said that, the notices 
served upon them by the ex-Manager not having been cancelled, they 
were in a dilemma without knowing how they had to act up to the terms 


::::^of:jSlelr coniraots. The Itewan-Regent was wilfully delaying the issue 
of necessary orders. The stronger the Jaghirdar declined to pay the 
ex-Manager, the hotter the Dewan-Regent grew. Apart from the above 
contentions vainly raised by the Dewan-Regent, there arose some diffi- 
cnlties in the way of sending orders direct to th.» M agcr without the 
Jaghirdar’s knowledge.. The Jaghirdar referred' to the Munager’.s duties 
embodied in the extract from the Dowan’s letter to tfae, Political Agent 
which was sent for the Manager’s iiifonuatiou and guidance at the time 
of the organization of the Manager’s establishment. The Jaghirdar 
insisted that the Devvau-Regent should not claim anything beyond, 
receiving monthly accounts from the Manager and checking him for any 
mistake or misuse of the money entrusted to him, or for any expenses 
made outside the schedule. An important question arose as to the 
Dewan-Regent holding direct commnnioiitioa with the new Manager. 
If the Dewan-Regent should spend the money at his will and plessure, 
who was to take notice of it so long as the Jaghirdar was keptaw'ay from 
any information about it. It was brought to his notice that the late 
Manager bad played ducks and drakes with the money-pension at his com¬ 
mand, and as the Dew vn-Regeut paid no attention to such unreasonable 
and unnece.ssary expenses made by the Manager according to his whims 
and caprice or under the Dewan-Regent’a sanction' secured by misre¬ 
presentation of facts, it was found absolutely necessary that his orjers 
to the Manager should pas.s through the Jaghirdar. 

Regarding the verification of the cash-balance in thu Western Palace 
Treasury by the Head Accountant of the State, the Jaghirdar complained 
to the Political Agent that such a procedure was derogatory to his 
position and rank and prayed that the Dewan-Peishkar might be 
depute 1 to inspecr and verify each month the ••‘urplus in the Western 
Palabf Treasury situated within his re.sida)ice. The Jaghirdar .stood in 
the way of disbursing Rs. 87 to the late Manager and wrote to the new 
Manager not to obey the Dewan-Regent’s order in this respect. The 
new Manager was between two raging fires—the Jug'hirdar and the 
Dewan-Regent. He found his position rather delicate. The Jaghirdar 
pointed out to the Dewan-Regent that, as the Government had observed 
that “the Western Palace Jaghirdar was at liberty to nominate a manager 
in lieu of Annasamy Ayer whom he had dismissed,” there was no reason 
whatever to pay him the arrears from the date of order of Jis.smissal 
made by the Jaghirdar to the date of nominally delivering over charge 
by the Dewan-Begents’ order issued to the new Manager, while ho was 
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by forittor to one Waif orf ^&e Manag^r’g pay for Aoftig 

dtity in the e^tpnciiyof Aeliti^ Mariaget and spending thb Jaghirdar’a own 
mmey for fainily pnrpoe^js. 

Clearly stated, the Jaghirdar's main points of contention laid before the 
Political Agent were these 

(1) l?he Dewan-Regent should be instructed to send orders to the 
Manager through the medium of the Jaghirdar so that he could hdVe the 
opportunity of contradicting the Bewan-Regent^s orders i;^i‘heiiever he 
found them imreasonahlo and resulting in the wasteful expenditure df 
his pension. 

(2) The cash-balance in the Jagbirdar’s PaMce Tfeasufy should be 
verified by the JDeyiran-Peishkar (the Executive Head of the Financial 
Dep?irimentJ, and not by the Sirkar Head Accountant. 

(3) The dismissed Manager should not be paid from the date of 
dismissal made by the Jaghirdar up to the date of delivering over 
charge nominally under the Dewan-Regent’s order. 

The Bolitical Agent fepHed;— • 



No. 190. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 


30th August 1886. 


Sir,—With tbfhr^tiee to your letter of the 4th instant> 1 hare the 
hbhor to infdrrii you that 1 agi^Oe with the Bewaii-Regent in thibkitig 
that it is utihecessary for hioci to sOiid hx^ Orders to the MatiagOr through 
you. It hrtU be the duty of the Manager to shew you all orders he mdy 
receive froni the Ddwan-ROgent, if yoti wisrh to see tbotn, and i have 
retju^skd the BeWan-Begcrit to inlstrtict the Manager jteeotdirigly; 

2. A^^ regards the verification of the cash-balanee by the Head 
Accountant df the StUtd^ I donsider it reasdnUble aUd my advice to ydu 
ia that he should bo allovVed to do so. 

3. With reference to the pay claimed by tbe late Manager, 1 shall 
address you again. 

(Sighed) H. R. 

Political Agents 
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Tlie Jagiiirclar then solicited the Political Agent a reconsideration of 
his decision, stating that raero inspection of orders to the Manager would 
produce no good, that the examination of the surplus in the Western 
Palace Treasury* would be derogatory to his position and dignity, and that, 
as the Devvau-Iiegent was the immediate Superintendent^ of his household, 
he should himself verify the surplus. But the Political Agent wrote as 
follows?— 


No. 196. 


7th September 1886. 


To M. R. By. Rathakristna Tonoimak Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir, With reference to para 2 of your letter of the 31st ultimo, I 
have the honor to state that you should allow the orders of the Dewan- 
Regent to be carried out. You can afterwards represent your objections 
to the Bewan-Iiegent^ and the usual methods of redress are, as you know, 
open to you afterwards. I must decline to arrange to have the balance 
verified by the Dewan-Regent as requested in para 5 of your letter under 
reference. 

(Signed) H. 11. Paembb, 

Pol. Agent. 

Totrching the arrears of pay claimed by the ex-Managerj Annasamier, 
iome correspondence passed on between the Pewan-Regent and the 
Political Agent who eventually communicated as follows:— 

No. 204. 12th September 1886. 

To The Western Palace Jiighirdar, 

Sir,—In continuation of my tetter No. 190 dated 30th ultimo, I 
have the honor to inform you that it seems to me that the i)est course for 
you is to pay Rs. 77 to the late Manager as desired by the Dewan*^ 
Regent. 

(Signed) H. R. Farmer, 

Political Agent, 

Ttvo ipetiiions cehtaining a recapitulation of what had transpired 
since the dismissal of the Manager, Annasamier, were addressed to the 
Government of Fort Saint George, Also a telegram was despatched by 


124 



%L 


Faghinlar praying for the earty disposal of the petitions. The 
following were the chief subjects introduced into those petitions:^ 

(a) The Dewan-Regent’s attempts in the Jaghirdar’s domestic 
sphere /or the purpose of obtaining absolute or independent power of 
nominating and dismissing the Jaghirdar’s household Manager, 

h) Non-delivery of the silver vessels by the ex-Manager, Annasa- 
mier, and his stubborn refusal (pending the settlement of his claim for the 
arrears of pay) to afford facility to the new Manager to receive the vessels 
from the makers thereof on payment of the proper charges due thereon. 

(c) Refusal by the merchant contractors to act up to the terms of 
their^ contracts furnished to the ex-Manager during the tenure of his 
office, notwithstanding the advances of money already received for due 
supply of gram and paddy. 

(d) The Dewan-Regent’s stubbornness to pay Rs, 77 unjustly 
claimed by the ex-Manager for the time he was kept out of service by 
the Jaghirdar, 

(tf) The ex-Manager’s refusal to cancel the written notices prohi¬ 
biting the merchant contractors against giving si.pplies, 

(f) The Jaghirdar’s exemption from Court Process could in no 
way interfere with, or bar, the newly appointed Mnnnger from taking 
action against the merchant contractors, if they failed to fulfil the terms 
of their contracts. 

The following was the Order of Government passed on the Jaghir* 
dar’a telegram and petitions and duly comunmicated:— 

Government of Madras. 

Polititjal Department. 


Read—the following papers: 


1886. 


ary 18B7^ 


From M.R.Ry. Sri Rathakristna Tondiinan Sahib, dated 3rd July 


„ „ 17th Sept, and 15th Dec. 1886. 

Political Agent for Pudukota, dated 5th January 1887. 
MJl.Ry. Sri Ratbakistna Tondirnan Sahib, dated 12th Febru- 




Ill the above memorials, Sri Rathakristna Tondirnan Sahib complains 
of the interference of the Dewau-ttegent in the management of the 
stipend which he enjoys under the. arrangements sanctioned in Gt. 0* 
No. 261, dated 14th May 1881, whereby he was granted a pension of 
Rs. 15,000 a year according to a fixed schedule, and was exempted from 
the jurisdiction of the Civil Courts. 

2. His Excellency the Governor in Council has given these com¬ 
plaints his attentive consideration, and is satisfied that the Dewan-Regent 
is doing his best to carry out the arrangements approved by Government. 
The Jaghirdar has obtained exemption from Court process, and in consi¬ 
deration of that boon he must be prepared to give up much of the 
indefumdence winch he would otherwise have enjoyed, and submit to 
some possibly irksome restrictions. It is impracticjable for the Dewan- 
Regent to see that third parties have justice unless he has complete 
control, particularly in the selection of a manager. The wishes of the 
Jaghirdar should be consulted as far as possible, tut it must be distinctly 
understood that the ultimate power^ both of appointment and dismissal, 
must rest wnth the Dewan-Regent, who must necessarily be allowed to 
continue to send orders direct to the .manager, who is responsible to 
himself. . 

3. The late manager’s pay must be disbursed up to the 27tli Juty, 
when he delivered over charge. 

4. The Government cannot adniit that there is any reasonable ob¬ 
jection to the cash balances being ascertained by the State Head 
Accountant. 

5. The Political Agent will impress on the Jaghirdar the necessity 
of writing with courtesy and respect with regard to the- Dewan-Regeut. 
Otherwise, his communications will be forthwith returned to him. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed) H. E. Stokks, 

Ag. Chief Secretary. 

The G. O. induced the Jaghirdar to despatch the following tele¬ 
gram to Government;— 



To The Chief Secretary, 

Government of Madras, 

Ootacamund. 


Received G. 0, 16 th Aprillast. Dewan-Regejit’s severe oppression 
and nndne interference unbearable,' Pray therefore subject me to Court 
Jurisdiction and hand over my pension. If Government perhaps decline 
to do so, I beg Order in question may not be executed till I appeal to 
Government of India. Reply prepaid two Rupees 

2nd May 1887. . (SignedJ Rathakristna Tondimau Sahib 

The above the foil 

’ Order No. 358, dated 5tli May 1887. 

Sri Rathakristna Toii(liitiaii Sahib will be informed that the Gfovern;** 
ment sees no reason to reopen the settlement made in 1881, 

(Signed) H, .E. Stokes, 

Ag. OJhief Seerehiry* 

Another telegram from the Jaghirdar to Government;™ 

Received G. O. dated 5th instant declining to reopen the settlement 
made in ’81, As I desire appealing Govermnent of India, pray to post¬ 
pone Order of 16tb ultimo. Reply prepaid one Rnpee. 

16th May 1887. (Signed) Rathakristna Toiidiman Sahib 

The G. 0. passed thereon;— 

Order No. 39?, dated 25th May 1887. 

The Petitioner will he informed that the Government sees no reason 
for withdrawing the orders of the 16th April 1887, No. 301 pending his 
appeal to the Government of India.. 

(Signed) W. ». 

Asisistant SeOtetJ^ry. 

Now to turn to the affairs of the late Manager. According to the 
G. 0. of 16th April 1887, he received his pay but declined to cancel the 
notices issued to paddy and gtam contractors, as well as to deliver 
the silver vessels without getting the hire for getting them made. Here 
wSvS a point worthy of consideration and proving the obstinate conduct 
of the lath Manager. §0 the Jaghirdar addressed the Rolltionl Agent 
as follows;— 


6th Jun^ 18^7. 

for FiidnkoUhi 

hate the hoftdr to ittfof m yon that, on reeript df the G. 0. 
No. 801 dated the 16th April 1887 in whioh no mention is made regard¬ 
ing the newly made silver vessels and the iiierohants who had received 
advtoces from mj }>ea3ioii, dtiring the tOnnre of the office of the late 
Manager, binding themselves by agreements to give supplies to this 
palace, I reopeii^ comiiitinicatloOs with the DeWah^Hegent pointing out 
that the agreements or rather Contracts dtlly executed iti the name of the 
"V'festern l^alace Ctitcherry have been preserved, that the dontr^ctors have 
also furnished securities to the amount of Its. 250, which were asdertaiu- 
ed, under the Dewan-Regeiit’s order, to be proper by the Town Sub- 
Magistrate, and that they have refrained from acting up to the terms of 
the agreements on account of the notices of prohibition isstK>d by the 
late Manager* 

2. As regards thfe silver vessels, I beg to State that they have been 
made for the ttse of this palace oiit df the fnnd sanctioned for the 
marriage of my elder son which took place in 1885. 

The silver smiths have given receipts in the name of the Western 
Palace Catcherry to show the weight of silver obtained from the Manager 
as well as the purposes for which it was given them. In an order issued 
by the Dewan-Regeut in June 1886, he has stated that the present 
Manager should recover the silver vessels on payment of Rs, 180 through 
the late Manager, I objected to this order on the plea that the silver 
smiths should produce the vessels before the officiating Manager and that 
the hire dtie to them should be settled in the presence of disinterested 
merchants and compared with the Sirkar rates fixed for the making of 
silver vessels. Moreover, it was observed to the Dewan-Regent that, as 
a new Manager has taken up the place of the dismissed ihcuikibetit, the 
former should have the responsibility of settling all accounts and pecu¬ 
niary transactions. The Dewan-Regent wrote to me to say that pending 
a reference to Government, he could ndt> give me a decided ri^ly on this 
subject as well as in the matter of the merchant contractors. 

8. As eheWn in para 1 above, I called the attention of the Dewan- 
Regent by Yadhast Nos. 50 & 51 dated 30th May 1887 to the affairs in 
quOstiod. He replied that he would settle the affairs without any intitna- 
tidn being given me (as the new Manager should obey him) in pursuance 
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of the (jrovOrtttAOnt order. But this order contains no observations in 
respect of the disputed ' matters. The settlement ofhirO for the silver 
smiths i ’ .n no way connected with the dismissed Manager. The non¬ 
payment of the late Manager’s pay of Rs. 77 alleged to be due to him for 
the period he was thrown out of service cannot be an obstacle in this 
direction. If the Dewan-Ilegent urges this as a ground for his refusal 
to see to the aftairs of the silver smiths and the merchant contractors, I 
am prepared to allow the present Manager, if ordered either by you or 
the Dewan«?Regent^ to keep the charge in deposit pending my telegram 
to Hv E. the Grovcrnor, praying for the postponement , of the order allud¬ 
ed to in para 1 supra until I appeal to the Government of India. My 
telegram fetched a reply in post card from the Private Secretary to the 
effect that it would be disposed of by His Excellency the Goyernpr in 
Council and an Endorsement would be sent to nie in due course. 

4. As my request in the case'of the silver smiths and the merchant 
contractors will be found x'easonahle, I cannot hut solicit you to be so 
good as to order the silver vessels to be produced before the new Mana¬ 
ger for settling the hire and to remove the restrictions put on the contrac¬ 
tors by the late Manager. 

5. The late Manager had embezzled and caused wrongful loss to 
the amount of Its. 444—2—9. I have addressed the Dewaii-Regent 
several Yadbasts to which I bave not as yet received his final reply. 
Please have the goodness to dispose of this matter prior to the disburse¬ 
ment of Rs. 87 to the late Manager, if he does not like to wait till I ap¬ 
peal to the Government of India. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghfrdar. 

The Political Agent replied:*-- 

No. 180. Idth June 1887. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

— With reference to your letter of the 6th instant, I have the 
honor to inform you that your petitions were submitted to Government 
and that there is nothing on record in this office regarding the silver 
vessels referred to or the merchants who received advances. You had 
better forward copies of the petitions in question, if you desire further 
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to be taken. I am altogether in the dark about the matter aud 
unable to understand the purpose of the letter under reply. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock^ 
Political Agent. 

In answer the Jagbirdar wrote to the Political Agent as follows:— 

14th June 1887. 

To W. A. Willock Esqr,, 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

Sir,—I have the honor to state that 1 am in receipt of your letter 
No. 180 dated the I3th June 1887, informing me that there is nothing 
on record in your office regarding the silver vessels referred to in my 
letter of the 6th instant and the merchants who received advances, and 
that you are altogether in the dark about the matter. 

2. It is qxiite clear from G. 0. No. 301 dated 15th April 1887 that 
the papers therein alluded to were laid before Government. My papers 
dated respectively 17th September 1886, and 15th December 1886, which 
were submitted to Government through your office, as well as the Dewan- 
Regent’s letter dated 3rd December 1886, upon which your predecessor, 
Mr. Austin submitted a report dated 5th January 1887 to Government, 
contain full accounts about the silver vessels and the merchant con¬ 
tractors and other matters in connection with the late Manager’s pay 
and the verification of the cash balance in my Treasury by the State 
Head Accountant. 

3. The Government without making any observations in connection 
with the silver vessels or the merchants, have issued tlie order of the 
16th April 1887 regarding the late Manager’s pay and other questions. 

4. As the said order is silent on the subject, I oppened correspond¬ 
ence with the Dewan-Regent# He replied that in accordance with the 
Government order, he would dispose of the case without my interference. 
I suggested that all arrangements should be made by the new Manager 
and that the dismissed Manager should not be allowed to interfere with 
the settlement of accounts and pecuniary transactions, and that at the 
same time the restrictions put by the late Manager upon the merchant 
contractors should be removed. As the Dewan-Regent was indifferent, 
I made a representation to you, 
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5. In para 5 of ray letter of the Ctli instant addressed to yon, ! 
have requested you to bo good, enough to instruct ;the; l)evvai)j-Regent to 
see to the loss of Rupees 444—2—9 cau,sed by the disuiissed Manager 
during bis tenure of office. In compliance with the Dewan-Regent’s 
request, I have forwarded to him detailed accounts regarding the amount 
in question. No final reply yet. Still, the Dewan-Regent has ordered 
the new Manager to disburse Rs. 87, the arrears of pay alleged to be due 

to the late Manager, without attending to the ]os.s of Rs. 444_2_9, 

which must be recovered from him. As. the new Manager is going to 
|)ay the late Manager Rs. 87, please see to the affair as early as po.ssible. 


("Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 
The Political Agent’s reply ran thus;— 


W. P. Jaghirdar. 


No. 188. Political Agent’s Office 

Trichinopoly, 21st June 1887. 
To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to yonr letter of the 14th instant, I have the 
honor to inform you that as I have already told you in my letter No. 180 
13 6—87, I have nothing on record in my office on the subject iu 

question. 


("Signed) 


W. A. Willock. 
Political Agent. 


The Jaghirdar’s subsequent communication to the Political Agent is 

transcribed below: — 


23rd June 1887. 


To W. A. Willock .Esqr. 


Political Agent for Pudukota. 


—I have the honor to state that I received this day j'our letter 
No. 188 dated 21st June 1887 informing me again that there is nothing 
on record in your office regarding the silver vessels and the merchant 
contractors. 
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2. As the Dewan-Regent is proposing to make necessary ar¬ 
rangements regarding them, 1 feel disinclined to trouble you at present, 
but if he goes out of the proper way in doing so, I shall then apply to 
you for redress. 

3. 1 have already intimated that the late Manager had embezzled 
and misspent my money to the amount of Rs. 444—2—9 and have re- 
quest<5d you to instruct the Dew^an-Begent to see to it prior bo the 
disbursement of Rs. 87 to the late Manager. I regret the matter has 
been lost sight of. When I wrote to the Dewan-Regent, he replied that 
he w'ould think over it if I could furnish him with detailed accounts. 
1 submitted to him accounts with all particulars,. But finding him indiffe¬ 
rent to resort to the proper course, I called his attention by Yadhast 
No. 59 dated 13—6—87, and at the same tiino informed him that ho 
would bo made responsible for his failure in this direction. 


4. I have not up to this date received any reply from the Dewan- 
Regent. Under his order the new Manager is going to disburse Rs. 87 
to tho late Manager. Please therefore instruct the Dewan-Regent to 
settle the account of Rs. .414 and odd before payment is made to the late 
Manage!’. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

List of accounts enclosed in a body for the P. A's easy perusal and 
reference. 

1. In contravention of Extract No. 342 dated 28th July 1881, the 
late Manager, on his owm authority and witliout any one’s sanction, 
created new appointments and increased the pay of servants out of favour 
and thereby caused loss to the amount of Rs. 242—10—5. There are 
detailed accounts about it in the Manager’s Office. 

2. The late Manager received from 1st July 1886^ one measure of 
rice per diem from the Table Fund (Food money) of my minor sons for 
whom ho was then a guardian. The cost of rice comes up to RvS. 17.3-4*4 
There arc rokiias imd accounts under the signature of the Manager in 
support of this allegation. 

3. The late Manager paid at his will and pleasure Rs. 6 from my 
monthly pension to a copyist for making a fair copy of an English Report 
to the Dewau-Regent’s office, which he ought to have done himself. 


IS on file the order of the Manager to the Shroff for the disburse¬ 
ment of Bs. 6, as well as the receipt of the copyist for the same. 

4. Tlio late Manager disbursed Ks. 19 at his will and pleasure for 
funeral expenses of his dependents and certain servants of this palace# 

N.B.—This expenditure is not included in the sanctioned Schedule nor is 
there an order of the Bcwan-Regent to defray such expenses. There are entries 
in the accounts to bear out the same, 

5. The late Manager had embezzled Rs. 3 4 —0 for the feeding 
of his hulls, though he had been strictly prohibited from receiving it by the 
order of the Dowan-Begent to whom he was responsible for all money 
expenses. There is the Dewan-Regent’s order on file as well as entries 
in the accounts signed by the Manager. The aggregate amount embezzled 
and misspent is Rs. 444—2—9. 

Thcr Political AgenPs reply thereon;— 

No. 194. Political Agent’s Office, 

Triehinopoly, SOth June 1887, 

To M. B. By. Bathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
23rd June. I regret that in the absence of the information which, as I 
have already told you, is wanting in my office, 1 cannot communicate 
with the Dowan-Begent on the subject as requested in your concluding 
para. 

(Signed) W. A,Wmock, 

Political Agent. 

During the Political Agency of Mr. W. A. Willock, agitations were 
made in respect of the wrongful loss of money caused by the ox-Manuger, 
Annasawmy Iyer. At last the Jaghirdar was put in possession of the 
following reply from the Political Agent:— 

No. 222. Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 14th July 1887. 

To The "Western Palace Jaghirdar* 

Sir,—With reference to your letter dated the 9th instant regarding 
the loss &c., caused by the late Manager of your household, 1 have the 
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honor to state that, if yon want any action to be taken, you mtist make a 
complete complaint giving full detfiils of the acts complained about and 
the evidence in your favour. I cannot undertake to put statements 
contained in several letters into a connected whole. 


fSigned) 


W. A. Willock, 
Political Agent. 


In answer to the Political Agent’s request, the Jaghirdar furnished 
him with the necessary information on the subject, and also sent him 
all the papers relating to the same. Then the Political Agent addressed 
the following to the Dewan-Regent and communicated the same for the in¬ 
formation of the Jaghirdar:- 


No. 141. 


Political Agent’s Office, 
Triohinopoly, 14th May 1888. 


♦Letter Ko. 46 
dated 9-5-$5 


To The Dewan-Rogent. 

Sir,*^I have the honor to forward a long series* of complaints brought 
by the Western Palace Jughirdar against his late Mana¬ 
ger. These complaints appear to have been pending with 
yon for a long time, and I request that yon will dispose of them 
at an early date and communicate the result to me. If they have 
been already disposed of, I request that a brief report on the subject may 
be forwarded to me. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

While the matter was awaiting disposal at the hands of the Political 
Agent for more than three months, a reminder was submitted. He replied 
thus:— 


No. 236. Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 24th August 1888. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter No, 12 dated 2 Ist instant, I have the 
honor to refer you to my letter No, 141 dated 14th May. You will be 
communicated with in due course when the Dewuu-Regeat’s final deci¬ 
sion reaches me# 


2* With regard to the Brd para of your letter tinder reply/I have 
the honor to inform yon that, it yon desire to lay anything before Crovern- 
nient, you must do so formally. I cannot send on a letter which is merely 
a reminder to my self« 

(Signed) W. A. AVillock, 

Political Agent. 

Before the Dewan-Regent passed any final decision on the subject of 
the complaints carried against the late Manager, speedy arrangements 
were adopted towards the abolition of the scheduled arrangetnents which 
contained a proviso that all acconuts of management were to be regarded 
as closed and not liable to revision or enquiry. Such a restriction 
induced the daghirdar to address the following telegram to Governinent. 

To The Chief Secretary, 

Government of Madras. 

Draft letter containing proposed division of pension communicates 
management accounts to be regarded as closed and riot liable to revision 
or enquiry. Ex-Manager embezzled and crausod wrongful loss to over 
Rs. 400. Five charges preferred with Barrister’s opinion awaiting 
Agent’s sanction for 6 months. Political Agent here. To night starts. 
Pray immediate investigation, 

22nd October 1888, (Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib* 

The Government communicated^ to the Jaghirdar that he should 
address the Agent on the matter and that it could not receive petitions 
not transmitted through him. In obedience to the instructions conyeyed 
by Government, a letter was submitted to the Political Agent, An 
extract therefrom is hereunder iriveh:— 

lara 7 of the Draft is not very cleiir for my compreheUvsion. 
Whatever signification might be attached to it or is embodied in it, I beg 
to state that I do not at all bind myself to the unlawful restrictions there¬ 
in referred to. Any act of defalcation or misappropriation discovered 
from the accounts of management cannot be wrapped up in mystery 
under the proposed scheme. Nor can it be presumed tliat the proposed 
artangement can tend to exonerate the ex-Manager, Annasainien, from 
the charges already formuWted against him with a Barrister’s opinions 

supported by indispufcible documentary proofs.” * 


AU ilio, proce^ings ia connection with the, eOtnpkints against the 
ex-Manager are concisely embodied in the following memorial addressetl 
to the, Government of India; - 

To 

H. B. The Honoiuble 

Maeqius OP Lansdownb G,C<S.I.&C. 

ViCKBOV AND GoVERNOH-GBNSEAL-IN-CoUNOIE OF INDIA. 

The humble memorial of Hatbakristna Tpndiman Sahib, Western 
Palace Jaghirdar. Pudukota State, Madras Presidency. 

Most IIespeotfuddy Shewbth, 

With due deference and submission, the Memorialist begs to bring 
to your Lordsbip’s kind notice that this is an appeal against the Order 
of the Madras Government, dated the 29th July 1889, No. 302, declining 
to institute any enquiry into a series of complaints of defalcation and 
wrongful loss preferred against the Memorialist’s late Household Manager, 
Annasamy lyen, who was classified as a public servant under the Penal 
Code. The cause of non-interference on the part of Government is 
ascribable to the insertion of a clause restricting, at the time of abolition 
of a Schedule system till lately in vogue for the maintenance of 
Memorialist and family, that “ the accounts of the management were to 
be regarded as closed and not liable to revision or enquiry.” But when 
the following threatening circumstances and facts connected with the 
aase are duly considered! by year Lord.ship in Council, regardless of the 
indifferent and interested views that will be advanced by the Government 
of Fort Saint George and the Political Agent for Pudukota State, in 
conformity with their decision already on the subject of this Appeal 
which, according to prescribed rules, must be transmitted through them, 
it will convince your Lordship that injustice has been made to do duty 
for justice. 

2. Memorialist is a lineal decendant of the Ist or the Original Ruler 
of the Pudukota State. So far back as 1730, an appurtenance of the 
Pudukota State was unconditionally granted under the designation of 
the Western Palace Jaghir to the Memorialist’s forefathers tvhp: consti¬ 
tuted^ a very important blood-royal branch of the reigning family of 
Tondimans. This branch has , ever siace been and is still, called the 
Western Palace Family, 
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-^^8. By right of inheritance, the said Jaghir came into possession of 
the Memorialist who petitioned the Government of Madras iii 1880, 


asking for relief from the embarrassed circumstances into which he was 
plunged by the imprudence and extravagance of his father who had 


abused all his Jaghir villages during his life-time. 

4. Oontrary to the Memorialist’s wishes and prayer, it is sad to 
announce that the Government of Madras have ordered the permanent 
resumption of his Jaghir on an alien Minister’s representation and 
granted in lieu thereof (by G. 6., dated the 14th May 1881), an annual 
money-pension of Rs. 15,000 to the Jaghirdar (Memorialist) under a 
Schedule system. 

5. It is not the Memorialist’s purpose in this Memorial to trouble your 
Ijordship with a discuasion of the legality and justice of such an arbitrary 
and high-handed resumption of his Jaghir. Suffice it to say that It 
will be surprising to your Lordship to learn that even the pension of 
Its. 15,000 —a poor recompense for the heavy loss of an Estate producing 
an annual revenue of over Bs. 70,000—was not placed at the disposal of 
the Memorialist, as it ought to have been, but entrusted under a Schedule 
system, to a Manager who was nominated by the Memorialist on the 
pressure'of the Dewan-Itegent and whoso nomination was approved by 
the Sirkele (now Devvan-Regent) of the Pndukota State to \vho.se late 
ruling Chief the Memorialist is cousin on the father’s side. 

6. Under the direct control and guidance of the Dewan-Regont, 
the said Manager was discharging, till the date of his removal from 
office, the duties of a Steward entirely and solely responsible for account¬ 
ing satisfactorily for all receipts and disbursements in connection with the 
above system of ipanagement both to the Dewan-Rogent and the Memo¬ 
rialist who were the approving and nominating authorities respectively 
for the office of Manager. The suimad of appointjnent furnished to the 
Manager by the Dewan-Regent with the approval of the Political Agent, 


defined the exact scope of his power and duties, as 


• Sue p. 08 of the irook. in the* marginally noted document. The 

sunnad will go to show that this Manager, though on a private 
establishment, was yet a public servant under the Penal Code., inasmuch 
as the management was under the supervision of the authority of the 
State who sanctioned his appointment and held him responsible for all 
his acts in that his public capacity. 


7. Hjiring comvb to underetend tM tke kts Manager, Aiinammy 
Iyer, of the Moinorialist's Houeehdd EstobJidmieBt, had, (Juring his 
tenure of office, virtually ignored or set at nought the powers rested in 
him and dishonestly benefited himself in opposition even to the specific 
orders received from his initnodiate superior, the Dewan-Regent, defining 
what he was entitled to receive at the hands of the Memorialist, and at 
the same time had caused wrongful loss by giving increases of pay at 
bis Will and pleasure to his dependents and pet servants, Memorialist 
called on him as his iwmediate superior and master to furnish him with 
detailed accounts of eafpendituro as well as to allow him (Memorialist) 
the opportunity of examining the pld accounts, which were not complied 
with until the Dewan-Regent was instructed by the Political Agent 
Mr. H. R. Farmer, as will be seen from his letter to the Dewan-Regent, 
dated 2l8t July 1886 :— 

From The Political Agent fojr Rudukota. 

To The Dewau-Regent. 

Sir,—In contiuuation of my letter :No. 287 of the 20th instant, and 
with reference to para 11 of your letter No. 17 of the 9th January, I 
have the honor to state that I consider that the Western Palace Ja^hir- 
dar’s roqtjiest to have ap opportunity of scrutinizing or getting scrutinized 
all the acoowits of the expenditure of hi.s allowance is a reasonable one 
and should be complied with. 

2. I think that te should bo allowed the ppportunity of Joiner so 
at ieaat ojice a weak while his memory will allow him practically to test 
iheir *ccjara«y. 

(Signed) fi. 8. Fasmeb, 

Political Agent. 

8. In the measatime. Memorialist represented to the Dewan-Regent 
the dishonest lactions «f the said late Manager and the wrongful loss 
infiietad on bun by the incmnbeaat. MeuMwialiat was requested to specify 
the several items of charges preferred against the Manager. IJo time 
was ioBt in ,d<»ng so, hut the Dewaa-Begent who promised to take notice 
of the Boahtta-s ootiaplaiaed was perfectly indifereot fer more than one 
year, regardless of several reminders addressed to him on the subject. 

11. Seeing that the Dewan-Regent was inactive or rather indifferent, 
to any action agaSnat his favoniito, the .said late Manager, Memoriaflist 
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“a3drossod the then Political Agent, Mr. W. A. Willook (letter No. 46 
under date, 9th May 1888), soliciting his interference an the interests of 
justice and fair play. 

10. In reply, Mr, Willock \vrote to the Memorialist to say that he 
had requested the Dewan-llegent to dispose of the complaints in question 
at an early date and report the result to him. Mr. Willock’s letter ran 
thus;---- 

No, 141. Political Agent’s Office 

Trichinopoly, 14tli May 1888. 
From The Political Agent for Pudukota, 

To The Devvan-Regent, Pudukota. 

Sir,—I have the honor to forward (letter No. 46 dated 9—5—88) a 
long series of complaints brought by the Western Palace Jaghirdar 
against his late Manager. These complaints appear to have been pending 
with you for a long time and I request that you will dispose of them at 

an early date and communicate the result to me. If they have been 

already disposed of, I request that a brief report on the subject may be 
forwarded to me* 


(Signed) 


W. A. Willock, 
Political Agent. 


11. As the Memorialist wiis not put in possession of a final reply 
from Mr. Willock, he addressed him the marginally noted several remin¬ 
ders and letters, requesting that the com¬ 
plaints preferred against the ex-Manager 
be disposed of without delay, inasmuch as 
the period of limitation under Act XV of 
1877, Schedule II Art. 32 would tend 
to deprive the Memorialist of the right of 
suing the said late Manager in a Civil 

Court for having inflicted wrongful loss to the extent of 400 and odd 
rupees. Memorialist was informed, in reply, that the letter relating to 
the period of limitation had also been forwarded to the Dewan-Reyent in 
continuation of the Political Agent’s letter No. 141, dated 14th May 1888 
alluded to in the previous paragraph. 

12. In spite of several reminders and letters forwarded by Mr. 
Willock, the Dewan-Regent continued obstinate and made no final report 
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the iirriva] of a now Political Agent Mr. G. W. Fawcett, who could 
not naturally know the real state of affaii*s and did in consequence echo 
the Dewan-Regent’s views on matters political. As the Manager looked 
to the Dewan-Regent for support, the latter felt it his duty to safeguard 
the interests of the former even when he deliberately committed the 
penal otfence of criminal misappropriation of funds and breach of trust. 

1^5. As Mr. Willock could not, in anticipation of the Dewan-Re¬ 
gent s final report regarding the charges already formulated against the 
Manager, delay reporting to Government on the abolition of the schedul¬ 
ed arrangement in pursuance of an order from Government received in 
reply to his commimication, it seems be was piit to the necessity of 
observing in his letter to Government (No. 311 dated 6th November 
1888) that the charges were under disposal and that it was most 
expedient that final orders should be passed thereon. Here is an extract 
from Mr. Willock’s letter embodied in G. 0. of the 11th December 1888, 

I do not believe thafc he (Jaghirdar) has any reasonable ground of 
com plaint, but the charges which he has formulated so far are now under 
disposal, and it is most expedient that the order passed thereon should be 
final, and that further complaints should not be cooked up afterwards.'' 

14, As an interlude. Memorialist begs permission to convey to your 
Lordship that when he found to his surprise, in a draft of the arrange^ 
ments propose<l by Mr. Willock for the division of the Western Palace 
Pension, a clause or proviso declaring that the accounts of the manage¬ 
ment were to he regarded as closed and not liable to revision or enquiry, 
Memorialist wired to Government praying that the Political Agent on 
the s(K>t be directed to hold an enquiry into the charges preferred to him 
with the legal opinions of a European B«‘irrister-at-law, which were 
pending his decision for 6 months. The Government replied that the 
Memorialist should address Agent, and Government could not entertain 
peiitions not submitted through prescribed channels. 

15. On receipt of such a reply, Memorialist addressed letter No. 25 
dated 22nd October 1888 to the Political Agent, Mr. Willocjk, stating 
that any act of defalcation or misa[>propriation discovered in the aa^ounts 
of the management could not be wrapped up in mystery under the 
proposed scheme for doing away with the schedule system. Nor can it 
be presumed that any subsequently proposed arrangements in the 
management at the Jaghirdar’s request, could tend to exonerate the said 


mte Manager (Annasamy lyeii,) frotii tbe ohitrges awaiting final otders 
for a petiod of 0 months at tholiands of tho Political Agent. For^ truth 
and justice cannot be compromised by interested j/atronage oi^ favouritism, 
and crimes detestable in the eyes of the law cannot be hOshod up on any 
account, 

16. To his horror and terror, Memorialist regrets to say that Mr. 
WfHo(?k pointed out in the letter (No. 299 of the 22nfd October 1888), that 
if he (memorialist) did n»ot consent to the restriotioTis pot on him, he 
>/^onld recommend the continuance of the s^dieduled arrangement during 
memorialist’s life. In this oranectiou, it is absolutely necessary to 
reproduce the Political Agent’s threatening letter to the memorialist;-^ 

“ IVith regard to para 5 of your letter the condition is absolute. If 
you do not consent to it, I nnist recommend the continuation of tbe 
scheduled arrangement during your life and revise the schedule so as to 
make suitable provision for your two sons. They were children when it 
was drawn up and it will therefore have to be altered so as to meet the 
altered circumstances entailed by their having attained their majority and 
their approaching marriages. Their shares will have to be paid in cash. 

Th^ result of yoiir refusal, if GrOVetriment accept my proposals, will 
be that you will in future receive the amount which I now propose to pay 
you or about that sum through a Manager and under a scheduled 
arrangement instead of in cash and the cost of the Manager’s establish¬ 
ment will have to be deducted therefrom. I therefore strongly recom¬ 
mend you to reconsider your decision on this point.” 

(Signed) W, A. Willock, 

Political Agent, 

N.fii.—In cont;equence of this menacing letter, memorialiHt had no other 
alteniativo than to throw himself upon the mercy of the Political AgCntby «ilow- 
ihg him to dlfijpOse of the long-peudltig and well-founded series of complaints 
against the late Manager, aceordihg to his will and pleasure. Of course, such an 
acquiescence was extorted under fear and menace. If the Bowan-Regent had 
submitted his explanation in due tithe, Mr. Wiilock would have given a fair 
decision on the hiattei*. 

17, On the 9th April 1889^ Memorialist wrote a letter to the next 
Political Agent, Mn G. W* Fawcett, inviting his kind attention to the 
past oorrdspondene€>s and soliciting him to accord sanction for prosecut¬ 
ing the Manager wbofee guilty acts are well-founded add establish^ by 


doonmentsy facts and indispataWe assertions bavi0g l>e 0 n embodied in bis 
wi’itten explanation to the Dewan-Regont* 

18. In reply; Mr, Fawcett wrote on the 14th April 1889 to say 
that ‘‘the Dewan-Regent has teen requested to communicate to tlie 
memorialist his decision on the subject of his complaints against the said 
late Manager, (Annasamy Iyer.j Further, it has been observed that 
“ there can be uo appeal to him (Political Agent) till memorialist has 
received the decision of the Dewau-Hegeat who is now in charge of the 
Administration of the State. 

19. On the 8rd of June 1889, Memorialist begs to say that he for¬ 
warded his a})peal to the FoHtical Agent, Mr. Fawcett, against the deci- 

' , , sion of the Dewan-Regent, enclosing a true ^trans- 

•Vidc Bnclostiro bolow. ... ” ^ 

lation of his Yadast addressed to the memorialist 
on the subject. 

^No. 46. Received your Yadast of current No. 57, with reference to 
the subject ot your complaints carried in letter Ko. 46/9—5 — 88 to the 
Political Agent against the late Manager, Annasamy lyen, about which 
correspondence passed on between myself, yourself and the Political 
Agent; and I am now requested to record my final orders, and the 
Political Agent having lieeu informed that you have not been made aw^are 
of such orders, has written to me to communicate them to you, and I 
explain below my decision:—• 

In regard to your complaints the Manager in his tlrgy No. 327, 
dated 14th August 1888, states that you have forcibly taken possession 
of several Rokhas kept in his box; wherea.*i you contradict hid stat/oment 
in your Yadasts Nos. 9/25‘^8—88 and 15/6—6—88. As requested, you 
have not returned the records to be answwed by the Manager with the 
list which you ought to have got up in the presence of two or three 
disinterested j>ersons at the time of taking away the records in question. 
While so, I am at a loss to know which is the fact. Moreover, it does 
not appear to me that any of the charges formulated in your letter from 
A. to B. against the Manager is of so grave a nature. 

Item A.— All that you have stated is that the Manager had given 
occasional emoluments in the shape of increase of pay to such .subordi¬ 
nate servantei as cook and other.s in tbe discharge of his duty. This wa.s 
no more than slight encouragement oflfered to them with the intention of 



making them work well. The Manager pleads that he did so under your 
Ih'kha or personal order. Whatever it might be, I am of opinion that 
the actions of tlie Manager in this respect would have been brought to 
your notice from time to time and that you might have given your 
approval. 

Item B.—It is to be inferred from the wordings, “ Being giveh.to 
understand that the expense for the accouchmerit has been ordered ” and 
order has been given for payment ” which are embodied in the copy of 
the order attached, ( Manager’s order to the Store Accountant written 
and initialled by himself) that consent had been given by another. I 
further understand that the chief officer of your palace had been allowed 
long before this, such a cutley in accordance with mamool or long stand¬ 
ing custom. 

Item (J.—It comes to my knowledge that the Manager had received 
this office order thited 18th December ’83 regarding the stoppage oi 
the feeding of his bulls and that according to custom, he had taken the 
cost of feeding in advance on the 1st of that month, but that he did not 
receive it after the said order. It does not appear that a great fault lies 
even in this. 

Item D.—The funeral expenses had been defrayed since the scheduled 
arrangement. 1 do not think that you had not been so long made aware 
of the expenses. Even in ordinary families it is comniou to give money 
generally to servants for expenses on auspicious and inauspicious occur¬ 
rences in their houses. 

Item E.—I ordered the Manager to submit his reply in English to 
the complaint preferred against him, inasmuch as such a reply was to be 
sent up to the Political Agent. The explanation contained 48 pages, 
and as the Manager’s handwriting was not so good, I learn that he dis¬ 
bursed Rs. 6 at 2 annas per page from the Anainuth fund that was in his 
charge and got the reply copied fair, [t does not strike me that there 
lies any fault in this. 

25—4—89, fSigned) A. Seshiah Sastri, 

Dowan-Regeut. 

20. Mr. Fawcett was pleased to send his reply No. 264 dah^d 6th 
June 1889 as follows;— 
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The Western Palace Jaghirdar, Putlnkota, 




Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 44 dated 3rd instant, I have 
the honor to state that I have looked through all the papers carefully and 
do not think that you have any real grievance or that a prosecution of 
your late Manager, Annasamier, either iKKjessary or advisable. I decline 
therefore to give the sanction requested. 

' (Signed) G. W, Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

21. Again Memorialist addressed the Political Agent on the 22nd 
June 1889 a letter intimating that he was at a loss to know what was 
meant by the terms “ any real grievance, ” and that memorialist was the 
proper party to prosecute, in the interests of justice, the stiid late Mana¬ 
ger for his having committed criminal breach of trust under section 406 
I. P. C. The Political Agent as his dignified wont in all such important 
matters, declined to have any more correspondence on the subject, and at 
the same time refused to communicate his former decision in detail or 
with particulars!!! 

22. Memorialist submitted his appeal to the Government of Fort 
Saint George, in which he prayed that His Excellency the Governor in 
Council be pleased to instruct the Political Agent to hoar both the parties, 
record their sktements, peruse the papers in the possession of the memo¬ 
rialist and then pass his final orders on the subject of complaints made 
against the said late Manager prior to the abolition of the scheduled ar¬ 
rangements which took effect from let January 1889. Here is the Order 
of Government communicated through the Political Agent for memorial¬ 
ist’s information: — 

Proceedings of the Madras Government. 

Read the following paper:-— 

Petition from Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, Western Palace Jag- 
hirdiar, Pudnkota State, dated 17th July 1889. 

Order dated 29th July 1889, No. 402. 

In abolishing the schedule last December, Government agreed as 
the memorialist is perfectly well aware to the proviso that the accounts 
of the management were to be regarded as closed and not liable to revi¬ 
sion or enquiry. * 


2. The Government <leei‘ines tainetttate any enquiry into the subject 
of the memorial now befoyre it. 

(Signed) W. L. Bactdley. Captain, E. E., 
Under Secretary P. W. D. for Chief Becnytary. 

23. For the second time, appealed to Governments 

soliciting a rcierej^e fo the several letters addressed by Mr. Willock to 
the Dewan-Jicgent from the 14th May to the 6th November 1888, which 
will show how indifferently the latter has dealt with the Political Agent’s 
comtauiaicationd iu nospect to the series of oomplaints noted above affect¬ 
ing the said kbe Manager^ and at lie same iime clearly 

|)jpi»ted ont to the appellate authority tli^it the Manager’s eaae did wt fall 
within the scope of the f>rovisothat ^ the nianage^eot accetmte sbojdd be 
regained »s dbsed and niot liable to revision or enquiry/’ and entreated 
that saatlioriiy to in«trnet» the Politioal Agmi to enqiuire tooth the parties and 
thesii deal oujt jnstioe. The order of Government ran 

Proceedings of the Madras Government. 

Head the following paper:— 

Petition from the Western Pjdace Jaghirdar, Pudukota, dated 24th 
August 1889« 

Qrder:~-6th September 188.9, No. 4.57. 

The pertitioner is informed tliat GbHermment dieelines for reasmas 
alrteady stated ibo ooraply witJi has request and that no furiher notiee will 
be taken of any petittou ou this subject. 

(Signed) W. 1 j. BadJlej^ Captain, R. !E., 

Under Secretary for Chief Secretary* 

24. With regard to the complaints lodged against the said late 
Manager, Annasamier, Memorialist begs to state that he is perfectly 
ocmvinced that he (Manager) fe really ^guilty in 4he ^e of the Penal Law; 
and in support of the oonvictioa he finds it necessary to reproduce below 
for your Lordship’s consideration the legal opinions advanced by Mr. 
11. B. Micbell, Sdnior Professor of Law in the Madras Presidency 
CeJlege and a weH*-known Barriuter-«t“law at Madras i—r 

jPoint I,—I am of opinion that the sums so paid by Ae Manager as 
increases to the pay of servants are recoverable from Mm by Civil Suit 
unless any of them are barred by Limitation. These payments wore not 
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authorized by the order of the Political Agent which declared the objects 
on which the Manager was authorized to spend money out of the allow¬ 
ance grant. The period of Limitation prescribed in such cases is two 
years from the date when each payment became known to the Jaghirdar 
(Act XV of 1877, Schedule 2, Art 32). 

I also think that in making these unauthorized payments, the Mana¬ 
ger was guilty of criminal breach of trust under Section 405 I. P. 0., 
for he was entrusted with the dominiou over property, viz., the allowance 
fund, and he misappropriated some of that property dishonestly, inasmuch 
as he misappropriated with the intention of causing wrongful loss to the 
tlaghirdar and the others for whose benefit the allowance fund existed, 
(see Section 24,1. P, C.) 

(2.) The amount of this unauthorized expenditure on rice for the 
period during wdiich it was unauthorized is, in my opinion, recoverable 
from the ex-Manager by Civil Suit, and in making this expenditure, the 
ex-Manager was, in my opinion, guilty of criminal breach of trust, ffor 
the same reasons us in the case of Point Xo. [.) 

f3) This expenditure of feeding hulls being a daily, npt a monthly, 
expenditiire, tho ex-Manager ovight to have stopjanl it immediately on 
receipt of the Dewan-Regent’s order instead of continuing to feed the 
bulls up to the end of the month. He is in my opinion civilly liable for 
the amount spent by him on the bulls from the date of his receipt of the 
order to discontinue up to the end of the month; and is also guilty of 
C/riminal Breach of Trust in respect of this unauthorized expenditure. 

(4) For the same reasons as in the above instances, I think this 
item of Rs. 19 expended on funeral ceremonies is recoverable by Civil 
action, and also that the ex-Manager was guilty of Criminal Breach of 
Trust in making this expenditure. 

(5) For the same reasons as in the above instances, I am of 
opinion that this item of Es. 6 is recoverable from the ex-Manager by 
Civil Suit, and that he was guilty of Criminal Breach of Trust in respect 
of his unauthorized expenditure of this Rs. 6* 


(Signed) R. B. Michell, 


High Court Buildings, 
Madras, 27th July 1887. 
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25. It iJnay Bot l>e out of place here to say a &w words by way of 
©xplunation on some of the above items of Bnantborized expenditure »aYe 
Point No. I, which is sufficiently explaBatpry, Withregard to the rice 
aftair (Point No. 2), the saul late Manager bad, in direct opposition even 
to the written order of his superior (Dewan-RegentJI, dishoBestly embez¬ 
zled, for his own benefit, one measure of rice per diem to the value of 
Rs. 173—“4—4 from the scheduled item of provisions. Instead of meet¬ 
ing the expense of Rs* 6 indicated in Point No. 5, from his own pocket 
money or private resources, the ex-Mamiger had disbursed the amount 
from the scheduled surplus in his custody to a copyist for copying fair 
his report or ponsomil explanation that was submitted to the Dewan- 
RegeiiPs Office in r^ply to a question asked by the Dewan-Regent. The 
Political Agent’s letter hereunder transcribtM will clearly show that the 
Manager’s report is no more than In’s personal explanation:— 

Political Agent’s Office, 

1st June 1887. 

No. 163. 

To M. R. liy. llathakristna Tondiman Bahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar, Piidukota. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the IBih April 18S7, I regret I am 
unable to furnish yon with a coj»y of the letter you require. The matter 
has been referred to the Dewan-Bogent who considers its grant unneces¬ 
sary ^nvd undesirable, and on perusal I agree with him. The letter 
appears to be a personal explanation regarding certain charges brought 
by yon agmnst the Manager and does not concern the ordlnaay course of 
his official duties. 


(Signed) 


W. A. Willock, 
P. A, 


Point No. 3*—The expenditure on the Manager’s own bulls amoun¬ 
ting Rs. 3~'4-0 w'as diametrically opposed to the order of the Dewan- 
Regent received by him on the next date of issue. The order shoWs that 
he was prohibited from feeding the bulls, which was an item of expendi¬ 
ture outaide the schedule. 

26. It may not be out of place here to add that in this small 
NsitiVC Btate of Pudukota which is now governed by Mr. Sashiah Sastri 
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owing to tho aiinOi'ity of its Rajah who has just tinisheil the 
of Ms teens, one who Bociiros the Adininistrator’s favor and 
means, fair or foul, is not brought under the law’s grasp even tor his * 

penal conduct. If the culprit be an alien imported into the Btato 
during the present regime, he is not only left with impunity but every 
care is being hikeft to shield him and better his prospects in his official 
career. Almost all the chief State officers are the Dcwan-Iiegent’s men 
and de[>endcnts introduced from dilfferent climes. Some belong to the 
Dowan-ilegent’s place of birth. Some are his kith and kin. Some are 
nten that have rendered him private tecrvice. 

27, Memorialist begs to state that be was one of the members of 
the Rajah’s family which had protested against the nomination of Mr. A, 
Sashiah Sastri for the Regency. It was he that carried just and well- 
founded complaints against the Dewiui-Regeut to the Government of 
India and got the Political Agent invested with special powers to care¬ 
fully look after the interests of the “ Chiefs family ” during the minority 
oftheKajab. But alas ! the Political Agent, Mr* Fawcett, feels it his 
bonnden duty to uphold the Dewaii-Regenf s view in each and every 
mutter. There is scarcely an incident on record to show that the 
Political Agent has independently and fairly exercised his own discretion 
and judgment especially in matters connected with the Rajah’s family. 

In certain instances the Dewan-Regent has not implicitly obeyed tbo 
Political Agent. It is your humble memorialist that has complained 
against the Dewan-Regenfs undue and “unnecessary strict sU|)ervision” 
in all matters connected with \m interest. It is the Dewan^Regent’s 
obstinate and constant comiimnicatious to the prejudice of some of the 
meinhers of the Western Palace Faintly, that led the Political Agent, 

Mr. Wllloek, to write to the Government of Fort Saint George and do 
away in December last with the scheduled arrangements carried out most 
disgracefuliy arid oppressively under the direct control and supervision of 
the Uevvan-Hegenk The Government in their order of 11th December 
1888, have observed that “ both the Madras Government and the 
family of the pensioner concerned are muob indebted to him (Mr. 
AVillock) for an arrangement which proniis(^s to be satisfactory, and to 
put an ewd to the constant disputes and bitterness as also the waste of the 
time of Government and Its officers, involved by the scheduled arrange¬ 
ment.’' 

28. As proof of instances illustrating the Dewaa-Regent’s deceptive 
and higb-handod justice played on officers who are the sons of the soil 
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who failed to secure his favor and grace, memorialist begs to point 
out that one Tahsildar and Magistrate of the State was dismissed from 
service by the Dewan-Regent for certain petty blunder or irregularity he 
committed in remanding a prisoncjr in a case of petty theft. Wliy was 
the Tabfeildar dealt with so severely for the slight mistake? It was because 
he is the native of the place that failed to secure the favor of the Dewan- 
Regent. While one Deputy Tahsildar and Sub-Magistrate of Karumba- 
cody Firka of the State was discharging with an unsullied reputation 
his duties to the entire satisfaction of his immediate superior, he fell ill 
for a time and was directed by the Dewan-Regent to appear before him. 
On inspection, he declared, to the Tahsildar’s surprise and grief, that he 
appeared physically incapable of performing his duties and directed him 
to tender his resignation. aSTotvvithstanding the remonstrances that he 
was not either physically or in any other way incapable of discharging 
his functions and that there was nothing in him which could in any man¬ 
ner interfere with his work, the Dewan-Regent sent him for the inspec¬ 
tion of the local Apothecary (Dewan-Regent’s pet) with a letter to him 
stating that in his own inspection, he (Tahsildar) looked sick and unfit for 
work, and that the Apothcary should report his opinion. The Medical 
officer reported the Tahsildar was not in a fit state to do his duty for S 
.months and it would take that period for his recovery from illness. The 
Apothecary, one of the Dewan-Regent’s creatures, felt compelled to do so, 
as it had been hinted out to him to echo the opinion of the DewanJle- 
gent. The Tahsildar was therefore forced to take 3 months’leave on for¬ 
feiture of half pay, though he was entitled to privilege leave. On expiry 
of the period, the Tahsildar applied to the Dewan-Regent for perniission 
to join his duty, whereupon he (Dewan-Regent) required the production 
of a Medical certificate declaring him fit for duty. The certificate was 
obtained. Meanwhile the Dewan-Regent wrote to the Political Agent and 
recommende<l the Tahsildar for a pension of Bs. 15 a month. But the 
Political Agent ordered a gratuity of Rs. 600. The Tahsildar has left 
this cursed place and is seen to move about in the neighbourhood in 
excellen t health. The reasons ascribed in the Dew^an-Regent’s letter to 
the Political Agent were (1) the Tahsildar was not in a state of health 
befitting him to his wandering business ; (2) he was not well up in busi¬ 
ness, though he had sermd the State for 16 years^ (the italics are 
memorialist’s); (3) he was adverse to the ryots in his revenue capacity. 
This statement is perfectly unfounded ; when compared with the tact of 
the imported officials, that of the duscharged Tahsildar claims superiority. 


O^i^nly gross injustice has been done to him, because of his failure to 
dance attendance on tlia Dewun-Regent and seek his favor or mercy. In 
the days of our Dewan-Regent, ability, integrity and conscientious dis- 
cliarge of businesH are no qualifications what.ever for rising in Public 
service. On the other hand, such^eleinents are considered active disqua¬ 
lifications. It would be scandalous to mention the several ways of 
procuring employment under the present regime. Another Tahaildar 
was all on a sudden thrown out of his appointment without the least 
enquiry being made as to*the truth or genuineness of tlie anonymous or 
pseudonymous petitions casting a stigma on his conduct. Is this the way 
of dealing out justice to a public functionary who has not gone out of his 
way to enlisSt himself in the good graces of the Dewan-Regent ? it is left 
to your Ijordship’s generous and gracious Government to form an idea 
of what goes on iu this political microcosni fraught with favouritism and 
mischief. 

29. Instances are not wanting to show that in some cases in which 
parties who failed to go to the Dewan-Regent for protection, were severe¬ 
ly dealt with according to his will and pleasure. He sent to Jail the 
shroff of His Highness’ stables for having made false entry in the accounts 
and appropriated a paltry sum of about Rupee one and annas ten assigned 
for the purchase of straw for the bed of horses. Under the Dewan-Re- 
gent’s sanction, an accountant of the temple in the centre of the town, was 
punished with rigorous imprisonment for having embezzled lls. 10 left at 
his disposal. Another pagoda servant was dismissed by the Dewan-R^s- 
gent for having failed to enter an expenditure of (> pies in the ten^ple 
accounts. One brahmin cook of the State choultry at the capital was 
punished with imprisonment for having dishonestly availed himself of a 
half measure of rice in his custody. 

30. It is worthwhile to mention that the said late Manager, Anna- 
samy lyen, has been and is still left with impunity for the several items 
of serious charges brought against him by the memorialist, in consequence 
of the high favor he enjoys at the hands of the Dewan-Regent who has 
taken every po^ssible care to protect him and better his prospects, regard¬ 
less of his wrong-doings. The said late Manager, Annasamy lyen, 
formerly a teacher in the State college on Rs. 15 a month, was dismissed 
by the Dewan-Regent for disobedience of orders and re*apjK)inted by him 
as the memorialist’s Houselield Manager on a monthly pay of Rs. 30, 
ai?d lUiide to do duty under his (Dewan-Regent’s) immediate orders. Thi^ 


Is why the memonalist did not gladly noininate him to the place. When 
the Dewan^Regent was forced by the Political Agent, Mr. H. R. Parmer, 
to diBpens^) With the said late Manager\s service under the sanction of the 
.Madras Government, he was made Manager of the State Pagoda on 
Rs. 50 p<rr mensem-^an appointment piirpostdy creatiHl for putroni/ing 
this dismissed pnblie servant. His pay has now been raiseil to Rs 80 a 
month, which proves to the townsfolk that it is the result of the series of 
complaintii preferred against him. In addition to this, he has been 
d6{)nted to snperintend silver and gold smiths^ works of the Bfcate fV>r 
which his life-long poverty and inexperience have disqualified him. 
this additional wmrk, he is allowed one Rupee per diem as batta, and an 
ample honorarium of Rs. dOO, was also given him last tnonth. Even the 
Deputy Peishkar ( Head of the Pagoda establishment of the State) report¬ 
ed to the Dewan-RCgent, accusing the said late Manager Of certain 
fraudulen'; actions iu the execution of certain niarahinut works under his 
supervision. It has been overlooked—a clear j)roof of the Dewan-Regent’s 
studied favoritism. 

31. Memorialist begs to conclude this with the following .short 
suminary and request. Here is a glaring instance of a dismissed public 
servant forced upon the memorialist as his Household Steward and 
Manager. Memorialist who was also his nominal superior and master 
and who, on account of the suspicion he had entertained of the conduct of 
the sai<l late Manager by his antecedents, had been watching his conduct, 
has, with much ado, obtained the Political Agent, Mr. Parmer’s sanction 
(vide para 7 above) for perusing and scrutinizing the accounts of expen¬ 
diture which were obstinately refused both by the Dewan-Regent and the 
late Manager, Eventually memorialist has found out tho moat sGandaloua 
instances and facts which clearly prove beyond the possibility of a doubt 
that the said late Manager is really guilty of Criminal Breach of Trust 
and EmbeizlemeUt under the Indian Penal Cu^lbi Here ate the remou- 
strnneOs of the memorialist to the Dewan-Regent, the Political AgeM, 
and the Qovernmant of Madras, to cause an enquiry to be held, or to 
institute a criminal prosecution in respect of the wel!4olmded charges so 
that the Managtw may once for all vindicate his chanietef uhd the memo¬ 
rialist be satisfied. This will of course convince your Lordship as the 
fairest procedure for which anybody under the memorialist’s circum¬ 
stances will naturally pray and be entitled to. But this simple justice 
has not only been denied by the Devvan-ltegent who, with the avowed 
object of supporting his protege, bus not been pleased even to reply to the 
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ii)#^iori4li<it^si50¥^raicora iTiuuioattcwns on this snbjoct, but also the Political 
Agent, as youf Lordship will have seen above (vide para 16 supra), inenacas 
the memorialist not to persist in bringing to light and justice any scandal, 
whatever that my be, lurking in the Palace accounts against the said late 
Manager. It is much to be regretted that the Political Agent made a 
gtarit of H subseqiKuit request qf the memorialist conditional on the 
closing of the Palace uocounts tor ever; and meinoriaist begs to submit 
that he formulaterl his charges long before the abolition of the scheduled 
arrangements. No doubt the memorialist was forced to acquiesce iu it 
for the time being, and even supposing the accounts bad closed for ever, 
it must be supposed tliat 5t was so for general purposes of auditing and 
certainty not for hushing up clear instanc.es of brirniwaf ofieucea against 
the said late Manager, which were jiending decision of thq 
Agent for 6 months. Now the Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett, has endors¬ 
ed the Dewan-Regent*s view either ignorantly of his controlling and 
supervising power over the administration of the State or intentionally to 
support the pet of the Dewan-Regeni To ask the memorialist in an 
imperious tone not to press his request for justice on a weak technical 
plea is neither justice nor equity nor even peliti<*al etxpediency. The 
Government of Marlras who are generally inditferent to the vagarks and 
acts of high-handedness in Native States, have oho^m of course to mip- 
j)ort the Political Agent and the Dewan-Uegent of Pudnkota by eudors- 
ittg that, in abolishing the schedule system, the accouts of mamgemmt 
were regarded as closed and not liable to revision or enquiry. But it has 
escaped the attention of the Government that the charges already for¬ 
mulated against the said late Manager have not been brought under the 
grasp of tliat proviso, us will be saen from Mr. Willock’s letter of the 6th 
November 1888 mliodied i» G. 0. damd 1 Itb Decemhe** 1888. Memo¬ 
rialist has therefore no other go than appeal to the sense of justice a«d 
feirnesa that so prominently characterke ijbe Gov^rmnejat of your Lord- 
slap in Council and most humbly and respectfully qntreatsjour Lordship 
in Oouncil to grant the following w eil-fonudcd, simplq and fair request of 
the Memorialiat;~-‘tbat the said Manager, Anqasamy fyen, tlie late 
Household Manager and Steward of the memorialist, be prosecuted 
criminally for Criminal Breach of Trust and BmbexHement which he has, 
in dehance of the pawners virtually oonfetJ^ed on him* ^committed in res¬ 
pect of tlu^ fundi of the Western Palace at Pudukota to the extent of 
Rupees 400 and qild in all in his public ciapacity as the memoriaJkt’s 
Steward and Manager and bath the parties he satisfied thereby, 
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\For which act of j ustice, memorialist shall, as in duty bound, ever 
pray. 

nth June 1890, ^ (Signedj Rathakristna Tonbiman Sahib, 

Fndukota. ) Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

P. S. The more the said incumbent, Annasamier, proves himself dis¬ 
honest in his official career, the higher he is lifted up in the official ladder. 
Last week he was appointed Town Sub-Magistrate, though quite new to 
magisterial work, which will of course sacrifice public justice. 

(“Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

The order of the Government of India passed thereon and communi¬ 
cated through the prescribed channels:— 


No. 153. 


To The Western Palace Jaghidar. 


Political Agent’s Office, 
15th September 1890 


Sir,—With reference to your petition to the Government of India 
against the decision of the Madras Government declining to sanction the 
prosecution of your late Manager, I have the honor to inform you that 
the Government of India has declined to interfere with the orders already 
passed. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

It may be ^ observed here that the Jaghirdar’s refusal to restore 
the dismissed Manager to his post put the Jaghirdar to pecuniary diffi¬ 
culties. His daily doles were withheld ; the feeding of the ponies was 
discontinued ; the members of his family were not supplied with neces¬ 
sary provisions. Seeing that the difficulties were too great to be patiently 
endured any longer, he proceeded to Trichy, the Head Quarters of the 
Political Agent, represented his grievance and stayed 23 days there. 
During his stay he was obliged to feed the domestic members, pay batta 
to all servants and undergo all expenses on account of cart hire. As he 
thought that the Dewan-Regent would stand in the way of taking the sum 
of Rs. 215—15—0 (actually spent) from the aggregate surplus of Rs. 
4,000 and odd in the Western Palace Treasury, the Jaghirdar requested 
tho Political Agent to express his views on the subject pointing out that his 
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trip was compulsory and that even officers on out duty in the State and 
the British districts were allowed travelling allowance and batta. The 
Political Agent wrote in reply as follows 

Political Agent’s Office, 
Trichinopoly, 28th August 1886. 
To M. R. Ry. Rathakristua Tondiiuan Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 2.5th instant, I have the 
honor to observe that 1 must decline to take action in the matter therein 
referred to unless you first respectfully address the Dewan-Regent, and 
send me a copy of lii.s coniinunication to yon in case you fail to get what 
you require from him. “ 


(Signe-d; H. R. Fahmek, 
Political Agent. 


la obedience to the Political Agent’s instruction, the Jaghirdar wrote 
to the Dewan-Regent for the disbursement of Its. 215—15—0 being the 
charge incurred on account of his trip to, and stay at, Tricliy. He was 
silent. Then a reminder fetched a reply from the Dewan-Regent that 
it tlid not appear to him advisable to order the amount from the surplus 
of the money-pension. The -Jagliirdar was at a loss to understand vvhat 
induced him to refrain from acceding to the Jaghirdar’s request while 
the Dewan-Regent had sanctioned several items of exptmditure for differ¬ 
ent purposes. Out of the surplus the Dewan-Regent ordered repairs to 
the Western Palace Manager’s G'utcherry, and got a phaeton repaired at 
a cost of nearly 500 Rs. and ]>urchased good-for-nothing brass vessels 
and clocks, gave presents to persons that put out the fire that destroyed 
the front shed of the Western Ikilace, assigned funds to seiwants appointed 
without the Jaghirdar’s knowledge, and allowed the late Manager to give 
increases to certoin sibbutidies according to his will and pleasure. Prom 
the Dewan-Regent’s refusal an appeal was preferred to the Political 
Agent. His reply is reproduced below :— 


No. 76. 


Political Agent’s Office 
Trichinopoly, 28th February 1887 
M. R. Ry. RatRakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

W’estern Palace Jaghirdar. 


To 


Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 7th January last, I have 
the honor to inform you that having goue fully iuto the matter of your 
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claim with the Dewan-Regenfe, 1 am of opinion that your request to 
take Rr. 215—15 — 0 Itoui the surplus of your inoney-perKslon cannot be 
complied with. Iha surplus is intended to meet certain specific charges 
and the present claiiu does not fall under aryr scheduled head of expen- 
ditui'e. 

(Signed) W. Austin, 

Political Agent. 

The Government of Fort St. George w^as addressed on the subject 
as follows;— 

16th March 1887. 

To His Excellency, the Governor-in-Council, 

Madras. 

The humble petition of Sri Kuthakristna Toiidiman Sahib, Western 
Palace Jaghirdar, Piidukota, 

Respectfully Sheweth, 

I beg to bring to your Excellency’s kind notice that on the lOth 
May last, I dismissed my household Manager, Annasamy Iyer, from my 
service for five charges and communicated the matter to the Dewan- 
Regeiit. 

2. Three days after, the Dewan-^Regent addressed me a Yadhast in 
frightening terms, asking me to restore the dismissed Manager to his 
post and hand over to him all the records of the Manager’s office. I 
refused to do so, as the Manuger was most oppressive and distasteful to 
me. He abased the powers vested in him. He wasted away a good deal 
of my money-peusiou. 

8. The Dewan-Regent, not hfking my arguments into considera¬ 
tion, again insisted on the restoration of the dismissed Manager whose 
interests he has always been careful to protect. 

4. In consequence of ^ny refusal to re-employ the Manager, the 
Dewan-Regent ordered the merchant contractors and the bazarmen not 
to give suppliers and also prevented the servants engaged in carrying out 
the scheduled expenditure from the pt^rformanoe of their usual avocation. 
Had I not been cautious enough to make my own arrangements to main¬ 
tain my family and feed my ponies and horses, one and all would have 
been put to starvation. 


5. Keealy alive to the obstinate conduct of the Dewaii-Regent in 
starving us for the sake of his beloved dependent, fUie dismissed Mana¬ 
ger), I felt myself compelled to repair to Trichinopoly with my sons and 
servants, in order to represent the facts of the case to the then Political 
Agent and obtain speedy redress at his hands. 

6. During my stay of 23 days at Trichinopoly with my sous, I was 
obliged to give batta to all the servants of my palace tint were render¬ 
ing ns service as well as to the grooms that were looking after our ponies 
and horses, ihe following items clearly show the aggregate expenditure 
which I could not help incurring on account of the trip to Trichinopoly. 
Indeed the Dewan-Regent showed stubborn mode of behaviour towards 
me and insisted to pay the arrears alleged to be duo to the dismissed 
Manager. 

Rs. As. Ps. 

Luggage cart hire ... ... ... i9__i2.;_o 

Five pairs of bulls for drawing a phaeton 
from Pudukota to Trichinopoly and 
l)ack. ... ... ... . . 19 _ 0—0 

Batta to Palanquin bearers for 10 days ... 13 — 0 0 

Batta to alt servants for 23 days ... ... 122— 6—0 

Batta to five horsekeepers and one driver ... 10— 3—0 

Batta to 6 servants of my minor sons for 23 day.s 31—10_0 

Total Rs. 215—15—0 


7. Since I was compelled to go to Trichinopoly with tny sons by 
circumstances that resulted from the Dewau-Regent’s stubborn refusal to 
approve the distnissal of the late Manager, I beg to -state that I possess 
no right to ap[)ly under the term.s of reasonable extraordinary expen.se.s 
embodied in Ct. 0. Jvo. 261 dated 14th May 1381, for special disbursement 
of Rs. 215—15—0 from the State Fund. 

8. On the 25th of August last, 1 fir.st addressed a letter to the late 
Political Agent, Mr. Farmer, and asked him to intimate to me whether 
I would be right in taking the amount of Bs. 215-15—0 above referred 
to from the surplus. In reply Mr. Farmer wrote to me on the 28th 
August lastly to the effect that he declined to take action in the matter 




tinloss X first tiddresscd tlio D^wan-^He^oiit and sent liini a of his 
oominunication Jn case^ I failed to g^t what I required froai the Devvan- 
Regent, 

9. In accordance with Mr. Farmer's Instruction to me, I wrote on 
the 2nd and the 16tli September last to the Dewan-Regent requesting 
him to let me know his views as to whether I con Id take the said amount 
of 215—15—0 out of the sur[)lns of iny money-pension. He answered 
that such a thing did not apprjar advisable to him. This was an easy 
method ot declining to comply with my reasonable request. He did not 
put forth his reasons for it. If he had given out his arguments, he 
thought, I would plead otherwise, and falsify his statements in my 
appeal to the Political Agent. 

10. On the 7th of January last, I brought the matter to the notice 
of the Political Agent, Mr. Austin, who informed me by his letter No. 
76 dated 28tli February 1887 that having gone fully into the matter of 
ray claim with the Dowan-Regent, he wa,s of opinion that *Uny request to 
take Rs 215-“15—0 from the surplus of my money-pension cannot be 
complied with. The surplus is intended to meet certain specific charges 
and the present claim does not fall under any scheduled head of expen¬ 
diture."' 

11. The G. 0. No. 261 dated the 14th May 1881 has assigned an 
annual pension according to a schednlo of ordinary expenses aggregating 
Rs 15,000, the State accepting the obligation of providing suitably for 
reasonable extraordinary expenses. The schedule in force hail not met 
with my approval. Even the original schedule was compulsorily framed 
by the Dewan-Regent, as admitted in his letter dated the 21 st July 1881 
to the late Political Agent, Mr. Sew^ell. 

12. The Dewan-Regent has spent the surplus of iny money-pen¬ 
sion for the repairs to a well and a phaeton and the Manager's cutcherry. 
He has made a Nalnkey for Rs, 200 and purchased good-for-nothing 
bravss vessels for about Rs. 400. He has given presents to those that 
extinguished the fire that destroyed the pundal sitnatfd in front of the 
Manager's Outcherry. He has employed out of favour a rice supplier on 
Rs. 3 a month wdio also tokes rice for his ('Manager's) own use. In fact 
no necGSsih^ occurred for the creation of this appointment. Besides, lie 
has made several expeovses at hjis will and pleasure. All these do not fall 
under the scheduled head of expenditure. While such is the case, it is. 


strange that the Political Agent, Mr. Austin, has remurkecl in his letter 
alluded to in para 10 above, that the surplus is intended to meet specific 
charges, and that my claim for Rs. 215-**15—-0 does not fall under the 
scheiluled head of expenditure. 

13. There is another important point I bog to move for your Ex¬ 
cellency’s kind attention. There is no express order from CTOverninent 
authorising the Dewau-Regent to propose that the savings in each 
month should go to form a fund out of which contingencies such as may 
arise out of variations in prices of provisions &c., are to be met from the 
surplus of others. ” 

14. From the above para it is quite clear that the surplus, as alleg¬ 
ed by the Dewaii-Regent, has been intended to meet the variations in 
prices of grains. A reference to para 12 will shew that the l)ewan-Ro- 
gent has deviated from the course prescribed, and that he has missased 
the surplus or the cash balance for different purposes, I mean for expen¬ 
ses excluded from the Scheduled head of expenditure. Under these 
circumstances I am at a loss to nnderstand what significance the Political 
Agent, Mr, Austin, has attached to the terms ‘ specific charges * embodied 
in his reply quoted in para 10 above. 

15. Now I beg to inform your Excellency that the cash balance 
that has been accumulated in my own Treasury under the unnecessary 
strict management of the late Manager is over Its. 4,000 in which has 
been included the surplus that has arisen from the variations of prices of 
daily pronsions as well as from the np-keep of a pair of bulls wdiich were 
not purchased (though it was sanctioned in the ordinary schedule) dur¬ 
ing the past 5 years and from the collection of fines from my household 
servants. When a dispute arose about the discontinuance of the feeding 
of my ponies, I complained to the late Political Agent, Mr. Farmer, and 
he ordered on the 20tli July that the Rs. 15 and the up-keep of a 
pair of bulls, and the pay of Rs. 4 for a rough-rider, should he added to 
my monthly poc^ket money-allowance, if desired. The savings of 5 years 
at the rate of Rs. IS) a month had, no doubt, been added to the aggregate 
surplus prior to the communication of the said order of Government by 
Mr. Farmer, The cash balance up to January last under the stable 
heads stood at Rs. 804—2—.5. There are other items worthy of note. 
The servants^ wagi% accruing from non-employment of menial servants 
for my service amount to Rs. 512—4—10. A list showing all the items 
of hilauces amounting to Rs. 4,537—12-8 is also submitted. 


16. Under the above circumstances I beg your Excellency will be 
graciously pleased to sanction the disbursement of Rs, 215-—15—0 from 
the Western Palace Stable surplus of Rs. 804—2—3 or from any other 
item of cash balance in the Western Palace Treasury, 

For which act of justice and favour, I shall, as in duty bound, ever 

pray.T-- 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jagbirdar. 

The Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras was also address¬ 
ed on the 28tb March 1887 on the above subject. 

The Government passed the following decision: 

Proceedings of the Madras Government. 

Read the following papers:— 

Petitions from Sri Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, Western Palace 
Jaghirdar, Pudukota, dated 16th and 28th March 1887, 

Letter from the Political Agent for Pudukotah, Tricliinopoly, dated 
29th March 1887, No. III. 


Order thereon, d/5th May 1887. No. 351. 

The Petitioner will be informed that the Government are not pre¬ 
pared to interfere with the action of the Dewan-Regent in this matter. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed) H, E. Stokes, 

Ag, Chief Secrehiry. 

The Government was addressed for a second time on the same 
subject. It echoed its former decision in this wise:— 

10th June 1887. No. 449. 

The Government having passed one order on any appeal mad© to it, 
will not notice a second petition on the same subject, unless it contains 
some new and important matter. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed; W. S. Meyer, 

Asst. S<wetary to Government. 
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til© bye, a few words about tlio Jagliirdar’s griovauce. While 
the Jaghirdiir’.s appeals to the (rOTerninent of Madras were awaiting dis¬ 
posal, his daughter-in-law, the sister of His Highness the present Rajah, 
attained her puberty, and the Jaghirdar failing to get sanction of the 
Dewan-Regent for the necessary expenses suited to the occasion w^as 
driven to the necessity of making his own arrangements and performing 
the ceremony in honor of the occasion. According to Hindu custom, 
the first and the 16th day are the days of importance though minor cere¬ 
monies intervene. For h 1] expenses the Jaghirdar submitted lists to the 
Dewan-Regent at his request, but when he applied for sanction of Rs. 
1,587—-4—2 and requested him to depute the Western Palace Manager 
to carry out the expenses and render detailed accounts of expenditure, 
it was arranged by the D. B. that the sanctioned sum of Rs. 650 should be 
spent by public servants, that is, without the interference of the Western 
Palace Manager. He observed to the Jaghirdar that, as no decision was 
as yet received with reference to his report to the Political Agent regar¬ 
ding the change of the status of the Manager, he arranged that, exclusive 
of the scheduled expenditure, all other special charges should be conduct¬ 
ed by public servants under his orders. The Jaghirdar communicated 
to the Dewan-Hegent that the actual Western Palace Manager was a more 
capable person than his predecessor and called his attention to the G. 0. 
of Tth July 1886 by which the servants engaged in carrying out the 
scheduled expenditure should be dealt with for any wrong doings, as if 
they were public servants. The Dewan-Regent^s wonderfal reply was 
that he found no facts worth answering.” Of course tlie Manager’s 
appointment was approved by him with the remark that he did so for ^‘best 
reasons ” allegiMi by the Jaghirdar. The new Manager had also execu¬ 
ted certain Marahinut works for sums sanctioned under reasonable extra¬ 
ordinary charges. The expenses that were to be incurred on account of 
the Jaghirdar's daughter-in-law came under reasonable extraordinary 
items provided in the G. 0. dated 14th May 1881 sanctioning the 
resumption of the Western Palace Jaghir. If the new Manager 
entrusted with the special sum sanctioned for the ceremonies of the 
Jaghirdar’s daughter-in-law were found guilty of any misappropriation, 
the Jaghirdar declared emphatically that the Dew^an-Regent possessed 
stronger claims to get him prosecuted. The late Manager bad been 
deputed by the Dewan-Regent to defray the expenses on the occasion of 
the Jaghirdar’s elder son’s wedding which amounted to Rs. 12,000 and 
to submit accounts, whereas in the present case the Dewan-Regent’s plea 
w^as nothing but the outcome of malice and prejudice, for, if the late 
Manager had committed any wrong, there was then no definite order of 
Government for dealing with him. Another point worthy of note. In 
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anticipation of sanction tho Jaghirdar incurred the expenses out of his 
own resources for tho 1st day ceremony. When the aggregate sum of 
Rs. t!50 was sanctioned for all expenses, the Dewan-Regeut refused to 
refund the value of some articles purchased by the Jaghirdar for the 
first day, as well as tho value of cloth'and silk bought for the 16th day 
ceremony for the bride’s use ou the score that the expnse had been made 
without his previous consent. The Jaghirdar preferred a complaint to 
tho Political Agent regarding the subject and his reply was as follows:— 

No- 62. Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 14th February 1887. 
To M. 11. Ry. Ratliakristna Tondimau Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter dated the 10th instant, I have 
the honor to request that you will be good enough to furnish me w'ith 
copies of your Yadhasts to the Dewaii-Regent aud his reply No. 11 dated 
28—1—87 and other papers on which you base your claim to spend the 
money through your Manager. 

(Signed) W. Austin, 

Political Agent. 

The above reply contained nothing about the Jaghirdar’s request 
for the disbursement of the money laid out by the Jaghirdar. And yet in 
compliance with the Political Agent’s request, necessary documents were 
submitted. One enclosure showed reasons for leaving Rs. 650, the sum 
sauetiomHi for the domestic ceremony of tho Jaghirdar’s daughter-in- 
law. at the Manager’s disposal. Another was the reply from the Dewan- 
Regent in which he stated that he had received no answ.er to his report 
from the Political Agent regarding the change of system of management 
and that he in consequence was of opinion that the said amount should be 
disbursed by public servants under his order. The 3rd enclosure con¬ 
trasted the difference in the status of the working of the Mamager’s office, 
and conveyed the information that it was put on a stronger footing iuas- 
much as the Manager and the staff were made liable to penalty for any 
gross neglect of duty, or embezzlement by the order of Government. 
The fourth document exhibited that the Dewan-Regent had authorized 
tho present Manager to execute works for special sums, and submit 
accounts to him. The fifth appendix indicated that a large sum of Rs. 
12,250, had been solely s^jent by the late Manager for the ear-boring 
ceremony of the Jaghirdar’s two sons, and for the wedding of his elder 
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The last two enclosures proved that the late Manager had carried 
out expenses to the amount of Hs. 900 ^ 11—8 and Rs. 526—2*—0 sanc¬ 
tioned for special purposes. Under these circumstances, the Jaghirdar 
requested the Political Agent to consider over the case and favour him 
with his decision. The Political Agent answered thus:— 


No. 107. 


Political'Agent’s Office, 
Pudukota, 24tb March 1887. 


To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letters of the 10th and 22nd February 1887, 
I have the honor to inform you that the money, the expenditure of 
which is now under consideration, does not come within the Scheduled 
but under extraordinary expenditure. 

2. The present Manager does not, in my opinion, fall within the 
category of public servants, liecause he is appointed and may be removed 
by you with the approval of the Dewun-Regent. As the expenditure is 
extraordinary, it seems to me that the Dewan-Regent has a perfect right 
to say by whom it shall be controlled. 

.3. Under the circumstances of the case therefore I am not prepar¬ 
ed to interfere in yonr behalf. 


(Signed) 


W. Austin, 
Political Agent. 


An appeal was submitted to Government against the above decision 
of the Political Agent. The G. 0. passed thereon is quoted bolow:— 

Order No. 352, dated 5th May 1887. 

‘‘ The petitioner will be informed that the Government see no reason 
to interfere with the action of the Dewan-Regent in this matter.” 

(Signed) W. S. Moyer. 

Asst. Secretary. 

With regard to the unfavourable reply from the Dewan-Regent for 
the payment of the charges actually incurred, the Jaghirdar addressed 
the Political Agent, Mr. W. WiJlock, a letter under date 3rd May 1888 
and pointed out to him that though the Dewan-Rogent was justified in 
paying Rs. 2,000 to the Junior Ranee Sahiba to cover the expenses made 


mtST/fy 



Without the Dewan-Regent’s coiistmt, ho deviated from the right corirse 
ill the case of- the Jagliirdar. But the iMitieal Agent iiifotined 
the Jaghirdat in his letter No. 119 dated 7th May 1888 that he saw ito 
reason to interfero with the Dewan-Eegent’s discretion in the matter* 
Again the Jaghirdar wrote a letter to the Political Agent soliciting his 
reconsideration. The following reply was obtained:— 

No* 191. Trichinopoly, 13th July 1888. 

To The Western Palace Jaglnrditr. 

'Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 1 dated iO—7-^88,1 have 
the honor to inform you that I see no reason to reconsider the decision 
therein referred to. 

(Signed) W. A, Willock, 

Political Agent 

Then the Jaghirdar’s appeal to higher authorities fetched no better 
result than the folio wing:— 

Order, 20tb September 1888, No. 631. 

The Governinent declines to interfere in the matter. 

^Signed) Frederick Frice, 

Ag. Chief Secretary. 

To resume the subject of management. In consequence of the illness 
of the Manager, lyathoray Mudalliar, the Dewan-“R(‘gent exercised 
arbitrary powers in selecting an incumbent of the Manager’s Office as an 
Acting Manager. Bissatisfied with the selection and enraged at the 
Bewan-BegenPs independent exercise of power, the Jaghirdar carried his 
complaints to the then Political Agent in his letters reproduced below ; ~-r 

28th June 1887. 

To W. A. Willock Esqr„ ^ 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that the Manager, lyathorai 
Mudalliar, whose nomination the Dewan-Regent has approved of is some¬ 
what ill. Though he has been absent from thb office for the last few 
days on account of his ill-healtb, he was signing rokhas, and doing the 
^needful business till Saturday last. 
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2* The day before yesterday the Manager sent, to my surprise, the 
order issued to him by the Dewan-Regent for my perusal. I received also 
a yadhast from the Dewau-Regeut. The order informs the Manager 
that, in consequence of his serious illness, Rajuppa Mudalliar, the clerk 
of the Manager's Cutcherry, has been authorized to do his ditties until 
further orders. The yadhast communicates to me that, as the Manager 
is very sick, the Dewan-Regent has directed the next clerk, Rajuppa 
Mudalliar, who has long experience, to hold charge of the Manager¬ 
ship and perform the duties. 

3. Now it is not my object to speak whether the Manager will re¬ 
cover from his illness sooner or later. The Dewan-Regent^s hasty action 
in haying deputed the clerk, Rajuppa Mudelly, for the Managership, 
without previously consulting me at all, is quite inconsistent wdth Gr. 0. 
No. 301, dated 16th April 1887 as well a$ with the previous orders of the 
Madras Government approved of by the Govermnent of India in its Pro¬ 
ceedings of the 17th September 1886. It is obvious from G. Os, Nos, 
663 and 665 dated 7th July 1886 marginally referred to in Mr. Farmer’s 
letter No. 287, dated 20th July 1886, that the liberty of nominating a 
Manager and staff rests with me, subject to the Dewan-Regent’s 
approval, and that, in case of difference of opinion, the Political Agent 
should decide the question. 

4. As regards the in-oharge Manager, Rajuppa Mudelly, I have lo 
say that he is impertinent, intriguing and mischievous. When I promo¬ 
ted him at his iinportunity to the post of Head Accountant, 1 gave him 
an increase of one Rupee and communicated the same to the Dewan-Re¬ 
gent who asked me by a yadhast to send him for bis personal inspection. I 
complied with the Dewan-RegenPs request. Then he wrote to me to say 
th£ft Rajuppa Mudelly was not willing to accept the new offer, and that 
he had told me the same fact when I asked him to go for inspection. This 
is a barefaced lie. If he refused to accept the promotion, there would 
not have been necessity for me to insist on him and communicate with 
the Dewan-Regent. As I was otherwise engaged, I had no time to 
finish the enquiry which I had commenced in connection with his affair. 
1 have got his written explanations. I am not disposed to retain him even 
in bis own post. There is another point for observation. In Yadhast 
No. 12 dated 21—,9—86 to the Dewan-Regent, I have mentioned that 
he was carrying oirGlandestine intrigues which caused dissensions in. my 
family. This feet I have also represented to, the Madras Govermpent in 
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my fitipplement of the 15th December 1886. Besides, I have directed 
the sentinels not to allow him inside my palace without mj permission. 
Notwithstanding all these, the Dewan-Regent seems to have been inclin¬ 
ed to bestow the Managership upon one whom I have disliked and still 
dislike, 

5. In conformity with the decision No. 8,355 dated, Simla, 1 7th 
September 188 i of the Government of India which announces that 
‘^Special reference has been made to the duty of the Political Agent 
carjcfully to look after the interests of the Chiers family’^ as well as with 
the order of the Madras Government No. 301 dated 16th April 1887 
particularly in respect of the selection of a Manager, I request you to be 
Bo good as to cancel at once the Dewan-RegenPs order of appointing a 
person of Rajappa Mud ally’s stamp to the Managership, without pre¬ 
viously consulting me. If anything happens to the Manager, lyathoray 
Mud ally, or if he is found unable in the course of a week or so to attend 
the office, then 1 shall select a person and give intimation to the Dewan- 
Regent for approval. Meanwhile, as I fear that through the instrument¬ 
ality of the late Manager who has got yet in liis possession some of the 
newly made silver vessels, Rajappa Mudally will dare to settle the hire 
of the silver smiths according to his wishes, 1 trust you will kindly ins¬ 
truct the Dewan-Regent by the next post to depute the State Head- 
Accountant who verified the other day the cash balance in my Treasury, to 
see to the silver smiths’ affair. The above decision of the Government 
of India has been specially passed on my appeal. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jagbirdar. 


30th June 1887. 


To 


W. A. Willoek Esqr., 

Political Agent for Pudiikotah. 


Sir,—In continuation of my letter dated the 28th instant regarding 
the appointment of clerk, Rajappa Mudally, as in-charge Manager owing 
to the illness of the Manager, lyathorai Mud6iliar, I have the honor to 
state that in reply to ray yadhasf of the 27th instant^ I received yester¬ 
day from the Dewan-Regent a yadhast intimating to me that as the 
appointment is made for the time being, it is needless for him to consider 
the objection raised by me. 
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^. Whm I consider the hasty arrangement of the Dewan-Regeni 
(thoiigli temporary) in appointing another without cousulting me to the 
post of Manager who is but weak and has still the ability to scrutinize and 
sign all accounts of an urgent nature, it is clear that the Dewan-Regent’s 
intention has been and is to show to the public and the members of mj 
family that he has obtained the independent power of nominating and 
dismissing my household Manager, and that I have no voice in the 
matter. 

3. The question is whether lyathorai Mudelliar has applied to 
the Dew'an-Regent for sick leave, reporting his inability to perform his 
duties. So far as I have enquired, he is all right in his sense. His 
only complaint is his physical imbecility. If he is found in a hopeless 
state, then 1 shall have no objection to appoint one subject to the Dewan- 
Regent’s approval. If he is reported seriously ill by the Local Medical 
Officer, I .should like to grant him sick leave on half-pay in considera¬ 
tion of the services he has rendered to this palace from his boy-hood, and 
to depute one of the two Guinastahs of the Manager’s Cutcherry other 
than the intriguing and mischievous Oumastah, Rajappn Mudelly, to 
hold the temporary charge of the Manager’s post. Of the two Gumas- 
tahs I entertain good opinion. They are able enough to conduct the 
duties of the Manager under the D. R’s control and supervision. I there¬ 
fore request you will be so pleased as to carry out my suggestion. As 
Political Agent, you have been specially empowered by higher authori- 
ti )3 to interfere in my affairs. 

(Signed^ Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

The Political Agent’s reply thereon :— 

Political Agent’s Office, 

ISfo. 201 Trichinopoly, 2nd July 1887. 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that I have written to the 
Dewan-Regent regarding the appointment you object to in your lettetvS 
dated 28th aqd 30th June 1887, 
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2l . Yon appear however to overlook the fact that G. 0. No. 301, 
Politioa], dated 16th April 1887 leaves yon in amnoh worse position thim 
that which yon formerly occupied with regard to such questions. 

(Signed ) W. A. Willook, 

Political Agent. 

The Jaghirdar called the attention of the Political Agent to 6. Os 
and solicited him to throw light on the points embodied in the follow¬ 
ing letter:— 


To W. A. Willock Esqr., 


4tli July 1887. 


Political Agent for Pudukota. 


Sir,—In thanking yon for your letter No. :201, dated the 2nd July 
1887, in which you have mentioned that you have written to the Dewan- 
Regent regarding the appointment of an iiiiworthy clerk as in-charge 
Manager, and that the G. 0. No. 301, Political, dat<Ki 16th April 1887, 
leaves mo in a much worse position than that which I formerly occupied 
witli regard to the appointment of a Manager, I have the honor to inform 
you that the Government orders Nos. 663 and 665 dated 7—7—86 oon- 
ferring on me the liberty of nominating and dismissing a Manager and 
stalf, subject to the Dewan-Regent’s approval, and empowering the Poli¬ 
tical Agent to decide the question in case of diifdrence of opinion, haVe 
already been communicated to the Government of India by the letters of 
the Madras Government dated respectively Mis: Nos. 664 and 712, Poli¬ 
tical, the 7th and 22nd July 1886, and have obtained the approval of His 
Excellency the Governor-General in Council. 

2, The G. 0 No. 301 dated 16th April 1887 cannot be presumed 
to affect the already approved decision of the Government of India. It 
is clear from the order that, in consequence of exemption from Court 
process, I should give up much of the independence which I could other¬ 
wise have enjoyed, and that the Dewan-Regerit must be allowed to conti¬ 
nue to send orders direct to the Manager instead of despatching tliem 
through iny channel, wduch formed a point of dispute between myself and 
the Dewan-Regent. 

3. As long as the Madras Government has not, on a reference to 
the Higher Government, cancelled the orders already passed by it 


ahfl kt)prdved by H. ij. the Viceroy and Governor-General, I feel confi¬ 
dent that [ possess the po wer of appointing and dismissing my household 
Manager, subject to the Dowan-Eegeht’s approval, though the order of 
the Madras Government above referred to (Itlth April 1887) expresses 
the same view in another light. 

4. In conclusion, I request you to be so good as to enlighten ihe 
on the following points;^— 

(a) Who has the power of appointing and !<lismissing a Manager? 

f^) TVith whom does the power of approval rest? 

(c) Who is empowered to decide the question when there arises a 
dispute between myself and the Dewan-Kegent in such matters? 

(il) Does the Dewan-Hegent possess the power of appointing and 
dismissing independently or at his will and pleasure ! 

If you can kindly favour me with your early reply, I can bring 
again this subject in the memorial to the Government of India which is 
under preparation. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jagbirdar. 

The Political Agent answered thus:—^ 

• Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopely, 7th July 1887. 
To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,-^In reply to your letter of the 4th July, I have the honor to 
inform you that I am not iirepared to enter into a discussion as to the 
moaning of orders passed by Government. I shall endeavour to carry 
out what I conceive to be their wishes as the necessity arises. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 
Political Agent. 

After hearing from the Dewan-Regent about the appointment of the 
Acting Manager, the Political Agent sent the Jaghirdar the folio win o- 
decision:-— ® 







Trichinopoly, 9tb J uly 1887. 
To M* R. By. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghifdar. 

Sir, -In reply to your letters dated the 28th and 30th June last 
regarding the appointment* of an Acting Manager on your establishment, 
I have the honor to inform you that the Dewan-Regent tells me that the 
arrangement is merely a temporary one. I shall request him to consult 
your wishes as far as possible should there be any chance of the vacancy 
becoming one of long duration. 

2. Considering the fact that Rajappa Mudally was the second clerk 
in the office, I think that the De wan-Rogent’s action in directing him 
to carry out the duties of Manager was judicious. In fact I do not see 
what else could well have been done. Had there been a difference of 
opinion between lyou and the Dewan-Regent on this subject, I should 
have had to pronounce in favour of the latter, as your personal objection 
to a man who already holds a high position in yotur establishment could 
not be allowed any very great weight compared with the inconvenience 
of having the post occupied by a new man or lying vacant, 

(Signed) W. A. Willook, 

Political Agent. 

After the Manager’s death which occurred on the 16th of August 
1887, the Jaghirdar protested against the nomination of the Acting in- 
cuml)ent and recommended two others for the Managership. No reply 
was received in due time. Hence the Jaghirdar communicated with the 
Political Agent. His reply was that he would enquire about the matter 
at Pudukotta. When he came in, the Jaghirdar addressed him a letter 
on the 6th September 1887 and reminded him of his pronnse. The Jaghir- 
dar’s letter elicited the following reply :— 

Political Agent’s Office, 

Ko. 289 13th September 1887. 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jacrbirdar. 

O 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of'6th instant and our conver¬ 
sation on the subject of your nominating a Manager, I have the honor to 
request you to propose one or two other persons as the Dewan-Eegent 



objects to both your first nominees on what appears to me to be good 
grounds. I would point otit that it is absolutely necessary that the 
Manager should enjoy the confidence of the Dewan-Regent as well as 
yourself as his responsibility to the former is very great, and that I can¬ 
not approve of any nomination which does not completely fulfil this con¬ 
dition. The result of the appointment of the late Manager on your 
nomination has been fixr from satisfactory, I am given to understand, 
and it is therefore necessary that much care should be exercised in 
selecting a man to fill the present vacancy. 

(Signed^ W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

In accordance with the Political Agent^s advice, the Jaghirdar pro¬ 
posed one Kuppu MudelHar transferred from the Western Palace service 
to that of the State as well as one pensioned Karbar of the Chinnaarra- 
manai Jaghirdar, for the post of Manager. But the Political Agent 
sent the following reply:— 

Political Agent’s Office, 

No. 339. Trichinopoly, 4th November 1887. 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir, —‘With reference to the correspondence which has taken place 
between ns regarding the appointment of a new Manager for your esta¬ 
blishment, I have the honor to inform you that after careful consideration 
of all the circumstances of the case, I see no reason to interfere with the 
Dewan-Regent’s selection. 

2 It is evident that you desire to appoint some one who will place 
himself at your disposal rather than at that of the Dewan-Regent, wffiich 
is precisely what Government, in their order No. 301 dated 16th April 
1887, desire should not be done. You have now made four nominations, 
to all of which the Dewan-Regent has objected on very sufficient grounds, 
and I cannot but think that had you wished to secure the appointment of 
some one who would command the Dewan-Eegent's confidence, your 
selections would have taken a very different direction. 

3. The Dewan-Regent’s nominee has been many years in your 
service and had you desired his removal, you should have taken the 
necessary steps long before he reached so high a position in yonr esta¬ 
blishment. I am obliged to conclude that your dislike to him is greatly 
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due to the fact that he enjoys the Dewan-Regent’s confidence and that 
the latter considers that he may depend on his carrying out the scheduled 
arrangements in a proper manner. I cannot admit that the violent 
language which you now make use of regarding him is a sufficient reason 
for holding him incapacitated for the post for which the Dewau-Hegent 
has selected him and for which his experience renders him well suited. 

(Signed; W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

With regard to the State Record Keeper, the Jaghirclar, on receipt 
of the above decision, addressed the following:— 


5th November 1887. 


To W. A. Willock Esqr., 

Political Agent for Pudiikota. 

Sir,—With deep regret I have the honor to acknowledge the receijit 
of your letter No. 339 of the 4r.h Instant. 

2. It is stated in your letter that I desire to appoint some one who 
will place himself at my disposal rather than at that of the Dewan-Regentj 
which is precisely what Grovernment in its order of 16th April last desires 
should not be done. As you imagine, it is not at all iny desire to 
appoint one to please me and carry out duties against the scheduled 
arrangements. No doubt the Dewan-Regent should possess perfect 
control over the Manager; I do not object to it as long as the Dewan- 
Regent has direct control and supervision over the expenditure of my 
money-pension. 

3. Regarding my third nominee, Kuppu Mudaliyar (the State Record 
keeper), I am unable to know the grounds of objection urged by the 
Dewan-Regent. He has been holdiug employment in the State for the 
last seven years. He is a man of long experience. His evidence in a 
Judicial proceeding having been discredited, that alone cannot be consi¬ 
dered a sufficient reason to reject his claims for the Managership. 

4. For the several reasons stated in my letters, neither I nor the 
members of my family are inclined to give preference to the in-charge 
Manager. Even when the Dewan-Regent deputed him as-in-charge 


MIN/S7^^ 



171 




jinager, I raised my objections, but you and tbca Dewan-Itegeiit were 
pleased to conununicate to me that the arrangemelnt was only a tempor¬ 
ary one. My sole intention is that a man of RajSgppa Mudelly’s stamp 
should not be selected either by j'^on or the Dew^n-Regent. I had not 
interfered with Rajappa Mudelly’s clerkship, since id was not a responsible 
situation. But the Managership is a responsible i and independent one. 

5. I am sorry to observe your remark mad^^ to the effect that I 

dislike the iii-oharge Manager, Rajappa, because he |^njoys the Dewan-Be- 
gent’s confidence. One’s experiOnce in the clerkshilp is out of considera¬ 
tion compared with his antecedents. \ 

6. As you inform me that the Dewan-Regent ha^s objected to all 
my nominees on very ‘‘ sufficient grounds,” I have no other alternative 
than to request you to be so good as to instruct the Dewan-Regent to 
select for the time being, some one for the Managership whom he 
(Dewan-Regent) considers efficient to do duties under his control, not¬ 
withstanding the power of appointment conferred on me by His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor in G. 0. No, 663 of 7th July 1886, which has been 
approved of by the Government of India. 

(Signed! Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Such a communication fetched the following reply :— 

Political Agent’s Office, 

342 Trichinopoly, 8tli November 1887. 

M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I liave the honor to inform you that your letter No. 17 dated 
5th November 1887 has been recorded with tlje remark that the matter 
therein referred to is already settled. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political A^ent. 

O 

Since the Jaghirdar’s selections were rejected, the Acting Manager 
found himself secure and safe in his situation. 
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'' This new Manager having fallen a dupe to the intrigues practised 
by the ex-Manager, Ano asamy Iyer, to whose kind intercession his ele¬ 
vation was due, he ventenred to settle, according to the wishes of his 
patrons, all transaction.4 relating to the merchant contractors who bad 
received advances from'; the Western Palace Treasury for supplying paddy 
and gram as well as the? hire for making silver vessels for the use of the 
Western Palace. 

The Jaghirdar’s complaints produced no effect and he in fact grew 
disgusted to continue his agitations further in this respect, though the 
new Manager’s method of settling accounts with the contractors and the 
silver smiths was inflicting pecuniary loss. 

As the first instance of oppression ho withheld the personal allowance 
of the Jaghirdar’s female dependent under some false plea. A complaint 
was made io the Dewan-Regent, and as no proper redress was obtained 
at his hands, the Jaghirdar submitted as usual his complaints to 
the Political Agent. 


7th September 1887, 


W. A. Willock Esqr., 

Political Agent for Piidukota. 


To 


Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that during the last month 
the in-charge Manager, Rajappa Mudelly, submitted a report to the 
Dewan-Regent to the effect that as the Table expenses for relatives and 
servants &c. exceeded the sum of Rs. 60 assigned in the sanctioned 
schedule for that purpose, it would not only be improper to pay in future 
Rs. 15 each mouth to my female dependent, but also unfair to utilise or 
transfer a sufficient sum from the savings under other heads in the 
schedule of funds, for her maintenance. 

2, On receipt of the report the contents of which I have not fully 
understood, the Dewan-Regent communicated to me by yadhast No. 84 
dated 20th August 1887 that, if there beany saving under the head 
called the Table money for relatives and servants, the maintenance for 
the dependent would be paid, and that, if not, it would be discontinued; 
and also my opinion on the matter was called for. 

3. In my yadhast No. 17 dated 30th August 1887 to the De¬ 
wan-Regent I fully explained all circumstances in two full papers, drew 




bis attention to the order of the Madras Government No. 663 dated 7tli 
July 1886 embodied in the late Political Agent Mr. Farmer’s letter No. 
287 of the 20th July 1886 to the Dewan-Regent’s address. This order 
has also been approved by the Government of India in its decision No. 
3,855 dated the 17th September 1886. It is clearly mentioned in your 
letter No. 199 dated 1st July 1887, that ‘‘the Political Agent recom¬ 
mended that transfer of a sum from savings under other heads in the 
schedule of funds should be made to meet the up keep of some ponies and 
to provide the usual allowance for a certain female dependent.” 

4. I requested the Dewan-liegent in my yadhast No. 12 dated 22nd 

AttguTst to me wha> ams are included in the word, 

“Savings” contained in para 2 of Mr. jL'wrmer's letter No. 287 dated the 
20th July 1886. No answer as yet. 

5. Yesterday the in-charge Manager discontinued Vhe maintenance 
of lis. 15 due to ray female dependent for the last mouth. I have pointed 
out to the Dewan-Segent that certain unnecessary items of expenditure 
may be struck oiF and that certain measures be adopted in the distribu¬ 
tion of rice to servants. The in-obarge Manager vexed at my reluctance 
and opposition to his nomination has been and is doing many mischievous 
things, He has falsely represented certain afPaira against me to the 
Dewan- Regent. He is at the bottom of all disturbance and misunderstand¬ 
ings between myself and the Dewan-Regent. He is instigated by the 
dismissed Manager. He is growing worse every day. There is none to 
check him. The orders of Government passed in my case remain as 
dead letters. 

6. In 1885, the ex-Manager discontinued the payment of Rs. 15 in 
question and the feeding of my ponies on the plea that the price of paddy 
and gram had risen high. I complained to the Dewan-Regent but in 
vain. Then I moved the Political Agent, Mr. Farmer. He ordered the 
payment as usual, but the Dewan-Regent protested against it. Mr. Far¬ 
mer was eventually driven to the painful necessity of writing to Govern¬ 
ment which authorized him by G. 0. No. 663 dated 7th July 1886 to 
carry into effect bis recommendation and inform me accordingly. By 
Mr. ^Farmer’s letter No. 190, dated 30th August 1886, my dependent 
was f)aid the arrears of her allowance due for 10 months. It took so 
long a time for him to decide the matter finally. You can easily under¬ 
stand from the following what correspondence had passed on between the 
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Dewan-Regent and the Political Agent on the subject and 
Manager’s dismissal. 


Letter to Dewan-Regent No. 197 dated 25th May 1886. 
do. do. 209 dated 4th June 1886. 

do. do. 223 dated 12th June 1886. 

from do. 296 dated 31st May 1886. 

do. do. 320 dated 13th June 1886. 


Amidst these circumstances oi'the case, I request you to be so good 
as to order the Rs. 15 to be paid to her as usual. At present the cash 
balance in my Treasury aggregate s Rs. 4,000 and odd. As the Dewau-. 
Regent has not answered my yac I 4 J imr not disposed to tronble him. 
All that I request you to do is to instruct the Dewan-Regent to adhere 
to the orders of the hi^Aer authorities. 



To 


Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that I have not yet been fur¬ 
nished with a reply to iny letter of 7th instant complaining against the 
refusal of the in-charge Manager to shew the orders received by him from 
the Dewan-Regent’s office. 

2. Day-by-day matters are growing worse. The in-charge Mana¬ 
ger has grown impertinent and mischievous under the instigation of the 
ex-Manager, Annasamy Iyer. It seems he has made several reports to 
the Dcwaji-Rogent for orders which, if sanctioned and disposed as re¬ 
quested, will no doubt create pecuniary loss. The late Manager, Annasamy 
Iyer and the rice contractor, Chellapperumal, are the two individuals who 
of course profit much by such reports. As the late Manager possesses 
very great influence in the official circle, the in-charge Manager does 
things to please him and acts up to his wishes. 

3. For the benefit of the rice supplier the Manager has reported 
that he should be paid the arrears at Rs. 3 per mensem for clearing the 
rice off pebbles though he had not actually done his work. In fact, 
ChellapperoQiual refused to give rice owing to the restriction put on him 
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i^the late Manager, Annasami Iyer, and the Dewan-Regent, pending a 
reference to Government. Meanwhile, the deceased Manager bought 
rice for ready cash from different merchants. Such being the case, the 
rice contractor is not at all entitled to receive his pay for one year. 

4. If yon can kindly arrange with the Dewan-Kegent in accordance 
with Mr. Farmer’s letter of 30th August 1886, to direct the in-charge 
Manager to show me all records and reports, I can easily expose any 
flaw and point out now and then the wasteful expenditure of my money- 
pension. As my re<iuest is a reasonable one, I trust yon will take speedy 
measures about the matter. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiinan Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

The Jaghirdar received the following replies from the Political 
Agent. 

Political Agent’s Office, 

ilo. 308 Trichinopoly, 1st October 1887. 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,-—With reference to your letter No. 6 dated 2Sth September 1887, 
1 have the honor to inform you that your letter of the 7th September 
1887 has been referred to the Dewan-Regent and orders will be passed on 
receipt of his report. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

No. 320 Political Agent’s. Office, 

Trichinopoly, 17th October 1887. 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter No. 6 dated 28th ultimo, I have the 
honor to inform you that I have received a letter from the Dewan-Re¬ 
gent from which it appears that the paper you wanted to see was a report 
to him and not an order from him. I see no reason to communicate 
farther with him on the subject. 
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2. I am not prepared to request the Dewan-Regent to make it an 
invariable rule that all correspondence between him and the Manager 
should be shown to you. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

323 Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 18th October 1887. 

To M. R. Ry. Eathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

—With reference to your ^letter of 7th September, I have the 
« honor to enquire how the allowance of Rs. 60 per 

♦Regarding stoppage of ^ . , , 


allowance to a female 
dependent. 


mensem came to be insufficient to meet the usual 
calls on it. I am not aware of any thing in the 
state of the season which would account for this result. 

(Signed) W. A. 'Willock, 

Political Agent. 

In reply to the above letter No. 320, the Jaghirdar solicited his 
attention to the facts embodied in the following ; 


18th October 1887. 


To 


W. A. Willock Esqr., 

Political Agent for Pudukota, Trichinopoly. 


Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
yesterday informing me that the paper I wanted to see was a report to 
the Dewan-Eegent and notan order from him and that you were not pre¬ 
pared to request him to make it an invariable rule that all correspondence 
between him and the Manager should he shown to me. 

2. What I have desired the in-charge Manager to show me was an 
order from the Dewan-Regent regarding his ('in-charge Manager’s) pay 
after the death of the Manager, lyathorai Mudalliar. The, in-charge 
Manager refused. He has made false reports to the Dewan-Regent. 
When I have got power, (vide P. A's letter dated 21st July 1886), to 
scrntinize or get all weekly accounts of expenditure scrutinized, it is 
necessary for me to know all correspondence going on between the 
Manager and the Dewan-Eegent. 
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3. It is obvious from tbe decision Ko. 3;^355 of the Government of 
India dated 17th September 1886 (embodied in G. 0. No, 900 dated 2nd 
October 1886, Political) passed on my memorial, that special reference 
has been made to the duty of the Political Agent carefully to look after 
the interests of the Chief s family.” 

4. The only question I now ask of you is whether you are willing to 
carry into effect the doGisiGii/parsed by one of the Political Agents) No. 
198, dated 30th August 1886. Please excuse and send your reply, as the 
Dewan-Regent stands in a position to obey your instructions. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghir Jar. 

The Political Agent’s reply thereon :— 

No. 356 Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 2nd December 1887. 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,— ^Witb refei’ence to your letter No, 20 dated 28thNovember 1887, 
I have the honor to inform you that your letter No. 13 dated 18th October 
1887 therein referred to has been recorded in this Office. 

fSigned) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

Unable to stand the annoyance and insult offered by the newly 
appointed Manager to whose nomination he had raised objections, the Ja- 
gbirdar and his second son and his second wife addressed a long memo« 
rial to the Government of Fort St. George, setting forth all grievances 
and praying for the removal of the Manager. 

The Government having delayed to pass its order, the Jaghirdar 
enquired of the Political Agent whether the said memorial was duly 
transmitted to Government. 

The Political Agent wrote thus 

No. 36C Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 7th December 1887. 


M. R. By. RaiibftkristiKi Tondiman Safcfb, 

Western Palace JagHrckr. 

Sir^-^Wit^t^forenc^ tQ^fom fetter Ko. 21 dated 3rd December 1887, 
I have the h mot to inform you that 1 caiUJiOfc,, in futaiie, undertake to advisQ. 
you on matters such as therein referred to. Memorials are always for¬ 
warded as a matter of coitrse. 1 have no discretion with regard to them. 
That referred to baa been forwarded with? appropriate remarks. 

(S%aed} W. 4. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

4d\^ertingtQ the Political Agent’s reply No. 323 dated 18th Octo¬ 
ber 1887, received with reference to the Jaghirdar’s complaint against 
the discontinuance of his female depeud/ent’s personal allowance, the 
Jaghirdar Qi^plained that saying was possible for paying her, and reques¬ 
ted him to continue the allowance, since the Manager had wilfully 
stopped* it in order to satisfy hfs grudge against the Jaghirdar on account 
of the latter’s oppositioa tq. Im nowruitipiu The Political Agent sent tW 
following :— 

No.. 3^8. Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 13th December 188.7. 

To M. It. By; Bathakristna ToRdiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—reference to your letter No. 18 dated 12th November 
last, I have the honor to inform you that I think the matter had better 
stand over untit the orders of Government on your recent petition about 
your Manager are received. They may considerably affect my views on 
the subject pf yqur scheduled expenses. 

(^igned)^ W*. A. Willpck, 

Politicd Agent. 

Sbme days* after, the Political Agent eonmuinicated as follows to the» 
Jaghirdar the decision of Government passed on the memorial* signed by 
him, his wife, and his son;— 

Political Department 4 . 

Proceedings: ef the Kadras Govenimput4 
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Bead tho following papftrt— 

From the Political A-gent for Pndukota, dat^ Srd December 188 f, 
Ko. 862. 

Order 16th December 1887, No 954, 

After consideritig the ^V^estern Palace Jaghirdar^s Memorial, and 
receiving a report from the Political Agent, tho iJovetnmOnt are Oot 
prepared to interfere. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed) S. Meyer. 

Assistant Soc'rotary. 

To Hatha Kristna Tondiman Sahib. 

Vijia Ragunatha Tondiman Sahib and 
Subbammal Ayee, Pudukota, through the Political Agent 
for Pudukota. 

(True Copy) 

No.374. Communicated to the Western Palaoo Jaghirdar,Pudukota. 
The memorial refers to the Jaghirdar’s Manager’s appointment. 

2Qth December 1887. (Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Folitioal Agent. 

A second memorial was transmitted to the Government of Madras 
in which a reconsideration of all facts and cirotimeiances was earnestly 
solicited. 

Order of Government thereon, dated 21st January 1888 No. 39. 

The Jaghirdar will be informed that Government have no further 
orders to pass. 


(Signed) H. E. Stokes. 

Chief Secretary. 

In acknowledging the receipt of the above G. Os., the Jaghirdar 
addressed the following letter to the Political Agent:— 

30th January 1888. 

To W. A. Willock Esqr., 

Political Agent for Pudukota, Trichinopoly. 

Sir>—With reference to my mecaorial dated 22nd Deoetnber 1887, 
submitted to Goverumeut through your office regarding the appointment 
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of Manager and the allowance of a female dependent of mine, I have the 
honor to inform yon that I received yesterday from the Dewan-Regenf s 
Office the (j. 0. No., 39 dated 21st January 1888, in which it is stated 
that Government have no further orders to pass.” 

2. From the above order, I am led to infer that the previous order 
No, 663 dated 7th Jul}^ 1886, approved of by the Government of 
India in its decision No. 3,355 dated 17th September 1886, has not lost 
its effect. 

3.. If I am right in my view, I request you to be so good as to order 
the payment of Rs, 15 to the female dependent together with the arrears 
due for the last 6 months. ‘ 

As the Rewan-Regent fails to send a reply to my yadhast in due 
time, I am not disposed to address him on the subject. 

(Signed) Ratbakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

The Political Agent answered as follows i-"*— 

Political AgenPs Office, 
Trichinopoly, 3rd February 1888, 

To M. R. Ry. Ratbakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,--In reply to your letter No. 24 dated 30th January last, I have 
the honor to inform you that yours of 12th November last No..18, which 
appears to be that which bears upon the subject,, is under consideration 
and the result will be intimated to you in due time. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

A reminder addressed to the Political Agent fetched the followino- 
reply:- 

No. 35 


To 


Political Agent’s Office, 
Trichinopoly, 21st February 1888. 

M. R. Ry. Ratbakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 25 daW J 3th February 
1888,1 have the honor to inform that a reminder has this day been 
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sent to the Dewan-Eegent to submit the information called for by me on 
your letter No. 18 dated 12th November 1887. 

(Signed/ J. G. I). Partridge, 

for Political Agent. 

With regard to the discontimiance of the allowance of the Jaghir- 
dar’s female dependent, he felt the necessity of addressing the Government 
through the Political Agent, which brought the following :— 

Order of Government thereon. 

Eead the following memorial from the Western Palace Jaghirdar, 
Pudukota, dated 3rd March 1888, complaining against the stoppage of a 
female dopendenPs allowance. 

Read also endorsement of the Political Agent thereon dated 7th 
March 1888 No. 49. 

With reference to his foot note to the petition, the Political Agent 
will be requested to complete his enquiries and report the result as soon 
as possible. 

( By order.) 

Fort St. George, \ (Signed) W. S. Meyer, 

17th March 1888 3 Assistant Secretary. 

The Political Agent’s silence to settle the question about the discon¬ 
tinuance of the dependent's allowanee induced the Jaghirdar to address 
as follows :— 

18th April 1888. 

To W. A. Willock Bsqr., 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

Sir,—I have the honor to observe to you that the discontinuance of 
the maintenance of Rs. 15 allowed to a female dependent of mine has 
formed a subject of repeated complaints to you and the Government; of 
Madras. 

2. Contrary to the orders of the Madras Govoi:nment and tlie Go¬ 
vernment of India, the Dewan-Regent has withheld the payment of the 
dependent’s maintenance on the plea that the savings under one head in 
the schedule of funds should not . be transferred to meet the extra calls 
under another item of the scheduled funds* 
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S. In my IfoUer dated r6Spe<^iv«^^^^ November 1887, and 19tfa 
Idarcb 1888,1 have clearly and fully explained that the plea alleged by 
the Dewan-Eegenfc is null and void, that he wants to stop any how my 
female dependent’s allowance, and that this is his sole aim and object. 

4. To act up to the spirit of the orders of Government, there is in 
the Western Palace Treasury an adequate surplus of about Rs* 5,000 from 
which a few Rs. can be utilised at times^ (If necessity occurs ) to make up 
the deficiency and pay the female dependent Rs. 15 each month ; besides 
1 have shown to you that, if the extra or fresh items of expenditure 
brought under the head of the scheduled allowance of Rs. 60 solely with 
the view of stopping the maintenance in question wem ordered to be dC’- 
frayed from those items from which they had been met from 1881 to 1885, 
the'suin of Rs. 60 would not have become inadequate to pay the Bs. 15 
as well as to meet the usual calls oU it 

5. The most important question I now put forward for your consi¬ 
deration is that, while the Dewan-Begent is arming that no fund is 
available from the Scheduled items of Bs. 60 to pay the maintenance of 
my dependent, he has newly appointed ad assistant store accountant on 
Its. 3 a month which is met from the very allowance of Rs. 60 alleged 
by the Dewan-Regent to be insnfiicient to defray the usual calls on it. 

6. The Dewan-Regent has, during the last month, given an increase 
of Rs. 1—8—0 to the old store accountant who can do his business with¬ 
out the help of an assistant. While so, I do not see why his pay should be 
increased. 

7. If you are pleased, in these circumstances of the case, to cancel 
the new appointment on Rs. 8 and instruct the Dewan-Regent to cut 
down the fresh or extra expenses (in addition to Rs, 3) brought under 
Rs. 60 and carry them to the different items from which they had been 
incurred from 1881 to 1885, as well as to deduct the payment of the 
arrears of Rs. 150 from the aggregate surplus and not from the fund of 
Rs. 60,1 feel confident that there will be every probability & possibility 
to continue the maintenance of ray female dependent. If such an arrange¬ 
ment were made, the sum of Rs. 60 would not have become inadequato to 
pay the Rs. 15 as usual. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 
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Tl»® P&Ktical 4tgent’s reply thereon r— 

Political Agent’s Office, 

No. 112 Teicbinopoly, 24thi April 1888. 

To Th» D«wanrB«gent. 

jgjf.^—t have the honor, with reference to the enclosed letter * from 
• No. 37 dated 18 th April 1888 the Western Palace Jaghirdar, to request that 
ti»be returned, good ettOUgfa to fiUHIsh xm with 

dotaife of the expenditure of Ra. 60 foir feeding servants &c», in the sche¬ 
duler of the Western Palace fcwr then ksi 12 months, thre yarions items heing 
shown separately for each month, 

(Signed) W. A# Wilbelc, 

Political Agenct 

No. 96 (True copy.) 

Communicated to the Western Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota* 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

The Jaghirdar was not favoured with any final decision from any 
quarter on the subpct-matter of complaint about the stoppage of the 
female dependent’s monthly allowance till the abolition of the schedule 
system which put a stop to the complaint in question. 

Some disagreement having arisen between the Jagjhirdar^s two ladies,, 
the Junior separated from the Senior s roof and sought protection under 
the Jaghirdar. But the Manager refused to-, divide the supplies between 
the two ladies and portion out the maid-servants for the service of the 
second wife. She compkined to the Dewan-Regent against the Manager. 
Nearly a month had elapsed before the. Dewan-Regent settled the dispute. 
Meanwhile’ the Manager declined to give batta, rice and oil to the ser¬ 
vants who hud been rendering service to the second wife prior to the 
settlement of the matter by the Dewan-Regent to whom the whole afiair was 
represented. He was also requested: to order the Table money and 
the^ wageis of servants to be put into her hands so that she might be en¬ 
abled to utiKse the food money as she Kked and employ servants who 
would he obedient to her commands*. No reply was given by the Dewan- 
Regent. The^ lady was* pulrto nruch inconvenience by ihe Manager as 
she had opposed his nomination in union with the Jaghirdar, Then thd 
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li^rdar complained to the Political Agent on behalf of his lady and 
requested him to redress her grievances. 

The Political Agent wrote as follows ;— 

Political Agent’s Office, 
Trichinopoly, 28th February 1888. 

To I The Western Palace Joghirdar. 

' Sir,—With regard to your letter No. 27 dated 16th February 1888, 
I observe that its object is to request that tho value of the supplies to 
which your second wife is entitled and the pay of her servants may be 
handed over to her in cash. 

2. I regi-et that I cannot comply with this request which is contrary 

to the principle of the scheduled arrangement. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 


No. 97 


To 


But the Jaghirdar did not cease to complain. The Political Agent 
furnished him with the copy of the following letter to the Dewan- 

Eegent:— 

Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, .ISth April 1888. 

The DewaurRegent, Pndnkoiia. 

Sir—With reference to the repeated complaints made by the West¬ 
ern PaMce Jaghirdar against the system under whibh his allowance is 
administered, I have the honor to observe that the great difficulty which 
I and in dealing therewith is almost invariably due to the manner in 
which everything is complicated by the grant of rice to servants, 

2 I think that it is absolutely necessary that this needless source 
of complication should be done away with and that all the servants should 
receive their allowance solely in cash, food bemg supplied to the members 
of the family alone. The innovation may perhaps be directly contrary 
to custom, but it is out of question that the Political Agent’s intervention 
should be continually invoked in the settlemeut of disputes regarding a 
few measures of grain stated to be wrongfully given or wrongfully with¬ 
held by the Manager. It is not the duty of a Political Agent to have to 
intervene in these petty matters and some steps must be taken to place 

matters op a niore workable basis.. 
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fitvotri' of ati exiprtofon of yotii* vfe^^s 6ti the siribject is 
requested. 

('Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

(True copy) 

iJo. 88. Forwarded to the Western Palace Jaghirdar who is requested 
to favour the Political Agent with his views on the subject. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Ag^nh 

On receipt of a reply from the Dewan^Regetlt, the Political Ageiit 
forwarded the following copy of a letter to the Dewan-Regent for the 
Jaghirdar’s information :— 


No. 10& 


To 


Political Agent’s Office, 
Triehinopoly, 17th April 1888, 


The IlewanrEegent of Pudukota. 


Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 136 dated 7th April 1888,1 
have the honor to observe that all this correspondence is about allowance 
of rice to the servants, and a cook for 36 days and of f of a measure 
of oil for the same period. 

I da not think it is worth while to go into the rights and wrongs of 
the matter. Your time and mine are much too valuable to be wasted on. 
such triflles. I therefore request that you will be good enough to direct 
the Manager to give the servants ih question the rice claimed and the 
lady the oil she considers she has a right to, making good the cost from 
some head under which there is a surplus if necessary. I request that 
you will at the same time inform the Jaghirdar and the members of his 
family that should any such changes in their domestic arrangements occur 
again, the Manager will not acknowledge their having taken place in his 
issue of supplies until he receives your orders to do so. 

3. With regard to the share of the rice for feeding relatives &c., 
Claiined by the lady^ I See no reason to order any rice to he given to her 
BOW as apparently none was used for the purpose. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 


(True copy) 


Political Agent. 
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No. S9 dated 17—4—88 







his letters No, 34 dated 20th March 1888 and 36 dated 7th April 1388. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

Some disagreement arose between the Jaghirdar’s two sons. The 
younger kept aloof from the elder. After having ascertained the cause of 
their difference, the Jaghirdar wTote as follows to the Political Agent:— 


No, 26 
To 


15th February 1888. 


W, A. Willock Esqr., 


Political Agent for Pudukola, 


Sir,—In consequence of some difference tetween my two sons, 1 have 
the honor to inform you that the younger has separated from the elder 
and lives apart under my care and protection. 

2. When my second son separated, he asked the Manager to arrange 
separately for his meals or to give him supplies from this palace store¬ 
rooms in order that he might get his food cooked separately without any 
body’s interference. The Manager refused provivSions, nor did he arrange 
for separate meals. Hence my second son was obliged to make his own 
arrangements for his meals till the matter was settled by the Dewan-Re- 
gent who carried on correspondence with me, my second son and the 
Manager for more than a month, 

3. From the date of separation, my second son has not been allow¬ 
ed to drive in the Phaeton purchased under the Political Agent’s sanction 
for the use of himself and his brother. The Dewan-Regent insisted and 
still insists that the former should drive along with the latter. He further 
says that, to prevent damage and inconvenience, the ponies and the phaeton 
and the grooms and the coachman should be at the disposal of the elder 
son. I proposed or rather suggested to the Dewan-Ilegent that each be 
allowed to drive by turns for seven days in a month or on certain speci¬ 
fied days in a month. The Dewan-Regent has overlooked the proposals. 
It is to he seriously considered how^ brothers who are at variance could 
make up their minds to drive simultaneously in one and the same phae¬ 
ton. Were they allowed to do so, I am afraid that serious row would 
ensue which might perhaps endanger their lives or cause injury to their 
bodies. How much mortifying would such an incident be to a father of 


my position and dignity! Now the elder son drives independently and 
visits the Dewan-Iiogent Jit bis quarters and sees his friends. But if the 
younger son wishes to see the Dewan-Regent or any of his friends, the 
elder son who has the Manager, the driver and the grooms at his beck 
and cal!, refuses the conveyance. 

4. The present Manager is much against me, my second son, and my 
second lady, as we have signed the memorial to Grovernment, objecting to 
his nomination as Manager. He has jeopardized and still jeopardizes all 
our interests. 

5. In these circumstances, 1 feel confident that you will be pleased to 
make an arrangement about the matter under dispute as well as to instruct 
the Dewan-Regent not to interfere in all matters of a domestic nature. 
Even in respect of the nomination of a tutor who is teaching my sons, it 
seems that the Dewan-Regent wrote to the Political Agent, Mr. Farmer, 
that he had nothing to do with it and that all his business was con¬ 
fined to see the scheduled arrangement carried out with strictness and 
punctuality. So I had the choice of appointing an undergraduate for 
the tutorship. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

No. 29 1st March 1888. 

To W. A. Willock Esqr., 

Political Agent for Pudnkota. 

Sir,—In reply to the letter No. 36 dated 21st February 1888, ask- 
ing me to furnish you with particulars as to the nature of disagreement 
between nij two sons, I have the honor to submit the explanation received 
from my younger son for your perusal and consideration. 

2. It is obvious from that explanation that owing to several causes 
embodied in para 7 my sons are at variance. It seems that the- younger 
is not to blame in any way. I have often heard the abuses poured upon 
him by the elder who is turning mischievous in his ways and growing 
obstinate towards him. 

3. In continuation of my letter of the 15th ultimo regarding the 
deprivation of the privilege of my second son using the phaeton and 
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% ponies for hk drives, I have to sMe that .idjie p^anquiriTT^^ 
aj:4:ached to this palace have carried arMi stilj oarry daiJy to the li) 0 ^\ 
College (ejcceptin^ holidays) each of my sons hy turns. To explain 
the matter clearly; in the morning the palanquin-hearers take the elder or 
the younger son in a palanquin and leave him in the College. Then they 
rehxxm to the palace with the palanquin and carry the other son to the 
College. In the afternoon each of my sons returns from, and goes back to, 
the college in the palanquin. In the evening they return to the palace, 
each by turns. When I desire to sally out at times in the palanquin, the 
hearers thereof do jne the service. If iny ladicsS wish to go to the big 
palace or any sacred place or temple, they are allowed the use of the 
palanquin. 

4. kSuch being the case, I am at a loss to know why the Dewan- 
Regent is not inclined to allow my sons to drive separately by turns, 
When I consider the service rendered by the palanquin-bearers, I cannot 
say that the phaeton or^the ponies will suffer damage or get spoiled, if 
arrangements were made for the driving of my sons twice a week in the 
evening, or on specified days in a jnonthr A-t other times they may be 
instructed to make use of the riding ponies, if they choose to do so, and 
I am sure they will not be so foolish as to cause damage to their own 
property solely and wholly intended for their use. I have already seed 
them driving cautiously during evenings. 

5. As long as I am their fether and head of the family, it is my 
wish that the jyqnnger one should also be permitted to dvive eoparatoly or 
indepeiulently of his brother whom he hates for the several reasons shown 
in the explanation alluded to in para 1 above. 

6. As the Dewan-Regent wants to favour the elder wife and the 
elder son who are on his side and who have not signed the memorial to 
Government objecting to the Dewan-Regent*s selection of the present 
Manager, I trust you will be. so good as to make the needful arrange¬ 
ments concerning the disputed matter of driving. 

(Signed) Rathakristof^ Tondi?pa» Sahib, 

^Y^storq P^aco daghipd^r. 
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Tluei PolHioaJ Ag^U^ replied as ^jbewja balpw :— 

Political Agent’s Office, 

No. 68 Trichipppoly, 23rd Marph 1888, 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letters Nos. 26 and 2^ dated 15th Fe¬ 
bruary and ist March respectively, 1 have the honor to state that I do 
not see my way to passing the order that you desire. Your elder son is 
the heir to your position and as such is entitled to more consideration than 
your ^epopdi &on and as I thinh that any attempt to divide the use of the 
carriage between them wpuld be very objectionable and productive of 
(instant irritation, J see no course except to allow your elder son to baye 
its exclusive use so long as the brothers are on such bad terms. 

2. 1 greatly regret to notice that in none of your letters on the 

subject do I find the slightest indication of any attempt or desire on your 
part to make them friends again, and I call your serious attention to your 
duty in this respect. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent, 

To continue the subject of tyrannical management, the Jaghirdar 
submitted a long memorial to the Government of Madras setting forth 
a series of evils and inconveniences from which he had been snftering at 
the hands of the Dewan-Regeut through the Managers who were his own 
nominees and favourites. 

Disgusted with the Jaghirdar’s repeated complaints and the Dew^an- 
Regent’s evasive replies and the unnecessary correspondence on the self 
same subject, the Political Agent, Mr. W. A. Willock proposed a scheme 
to put an end to all troubles. He suggested to the Government that the 
only way of redressing the Jagliirdar’s grievances was to make him scoh- 
free from the scheduled arrangements. The active motion of the Political 
Agent in this direction provoked the Dewan-Regent so highly that he 
expressed to the Political Agent the fact that be had been and w^as still 
of opinion that the scheduled arrangement was intendetl to be as lasting 
as the resumption of the Jaghir. Of endless trouble, annoyance, and 
laborious correspondence in conncctioa w ith the Western Palape, he wroto 


say that the lion’s share had been his. He confessed he had once express¬ 
ed a desire to wash his hands of what was a thankless concern, but for 
the ininority of the Jaghirdar’s sons. But he always felt it his duty to 
carry out loyally the arrangement which the Government in its wisdom 
approved as the best suited to the requirements of the case. He once 
spoke to the Political Agent that he was the greatest sufferer at the hands 
of the Jaghirdar and would hail with pleasure anything which would 
secure peace to him in this direction. And yet the Dewan-Regent made 
known to the Political Agent that sufficient grounds had not arisen in the 
fact of the Jaghirdar’s sons having attained their majority or in the late' 
quarrel in the hunily to justify a disintegration of the arrangement of 1881, 
for he was by no means hopeful that when such a change was made, the 
Jaghirdar would subside into quiet, and cease to take up the time and 
tax the patience of the Political Agent. With these remarks the Dewan- 
Regent stood for leaving matters as they were then. After having con¬ 
sidered every thing in its true light, Mr W. A. Willock made certain 
suggestions to which much importance was attached by the Government. 
The Dewan-Regent failed to notice the fact that the sons were grown up 
and that violent feuds existed in the family which entirely altered the 
position of affairs. The intense hostility which existed between the 
Jaghirdar and Kia Manager made the schedule too difficult to work. There 
were several complaints in addition to those referred to by the Dewan- 
Regent in connection with the quarrels about the stables, the tutor, and 
the servants of the family. The tutor who was an adherent of the eldest 
son filed a complaint for assault against the Jaghirdar and his second son, 
the final decision of which case depended on the question whether the 
guards were bound to obey the Jaghirdar’s orders to exclude the tutor 
from the Western Palace. The Political Agent observed to the Govern¬ 
ment that the Dewan-Regent ignored the fact that the Manager, standing 
on the line of a stewai'd, or in a position equivalent to that of a butler in 
a private establishment was predominant over the Master (the Jaghirdar) 
and was besides very hostile and uncompromising to him, since the 
Jaghirdar had no control whatever over him. The Dewan-Regent pleaded 
that the proposed scheme for doing away with the schedule system would 
bring the Jaghirdar to the verge of poverty or reduce*bira to beggary. 
This plea was proved to be useless inasmuch as the Jaghirdar’s exemp¬ 
tion from the jurisdiction of the Civil Court would render it impossible 





m him to obtain credit. , The Dewan-Begent’s remark that it was the 
intention of the Goyernment that, when it passed the order * of the per- 
0 . dated I4tb May 1881 . manent resumption of the Western Palace Jaghir, 
the aggregate money-pension should be spent according to a schedule of 
expenses in the interests of the Western Palace Family did not appear to 
the Political Agent to be suifieiently weighty. ' On the other hand, it was 
fully shown that the words in ‘^perpetuity” embodied in the G. 0. of 
the l4th May 1881 did not indicate or signify anything beyond the grant 
of pension being jierpetual. Since no order was received in due time in reply 
to the Jaghirdar’s complaints, he despatched the following telegrams ;— 

From Western Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota. 

Chief Secretary, Government of Madras, Ooty. 

Dewan-Regent’s undue interference unbearable, Mischievous Mana¬ 
ger siding with him refuses reasonable requirements. Pray speedy justice 
to my memorial 28th ultimo. Else shall start for Ooty. Favour with 
your kind order. Reply prepaid one Rupee. 

17th July 1888. /Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

From Western Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota. 

Chief Secretary, Government of Madras, Gotyf 

No answer to yesterday’s telegram. My son started to Trichy through 
inconvenience and troiihle caused by Dewan-Regent’s supervision. 

18th July 1888. (Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

All these resulted in a reply from the Political Agent which ran 
thus:-^ 

^^•212 Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 18th August 1888. 
To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that Government have signi¬ 
fied their willingness to consider the proposal which I have made for the 
division of your pension between yourself and the other members of your 
family and for the abolition of the scheduled arrangement, on receiving 
fuller details as to the exact terms of the division. 


m 

1 Am dirfedied tbdrefoye to Inform: you tbrtt orders on your 
dated 7th March, 28th June, and 17th aod 18th July jttd deferred 
feiiditig the settlement of this qtjestion. 

3 . i will communicate ray detailed proposals for your remarks 
before submitting, them to the Govemmenti and to enable me to frame 
them. I request you will send me with as little delay as possible a list of 
the items in the schedule which you consider to be allotted to yefur own 
individual use at present and to that of each member of your family. 

(Signed) W. A. Wiliock, 

Political Agent. 

That the Manager, Rajappa Mudelly, had not only created domestic 
dissensions by colluding with the Jaghirdar’s senior son and the senior 
fecfy and by doing things ptojudicial to the Jaghirdar, but all^b ihflicted 
pecuniary losses subsequent to the transmission of the ntemorkl, fee 
ctear from the following letters* 

5 25th July 1888. 

To The Political Agent for Pudukota. 

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that, under the written order 
of the Dewati-*-Regenti the late Manager, lyatborai Mudalliar, had pur¬ 
chased otit of the aggregate cas^li balance 381 cullums of paddy (inferior 
sort) for Rs. 513—11—0 at the rate of 5 cullums for Rs. 6—12—0 for 
the daily use of all the palace servants and deposited it in a room attached 
to my pakce. 

Though I had requested the Dewan-Regent by yadhast Ifo. 21 dated 
24th October 1887 to direct the Manager to make use of the paddy in 
question, inasmuch as he was buying rice for ready cash, he paid 
no attention to it, and so the Manager was left at liberty to boy rice 
according to his dhaioe and sell, the paddy in stock at a low rate which 
has brought on a loss to the amount of Rs. 67 and odd. 

3 . When the repair to my palace was about to be commenced, I 
wrote officially to the Dewan-Regent stating that the deposited paddy 
could be easily removed to another room in tlie palace, whereas the Mana¬ 
ger made a report to the Dewan-Regent to the effect that he was getting 
regular supply of inferior rice from the contractor and that, as the palace 
work bad been undertaken, he found it advisable to convert the paddy in 




iock into coin. The Dewan-Regent accordingly ordered thereon the 
sale of the paddy; 

4. The most important question I urge for your consideration is 
why the Dewan-Regent ordered the purchase of 381 culliuns of paddy for 
a lump sum and why he did not direct the present Manager or his prede¬ 
cessor to make use of it. Had it been used for daily consumption, no 
loss could have accrued and, in fact, no necessity could have arisen for 
the sale of the paddy. All this was done to encourage the rice-contrac¬ 
tor at my expense. If the Manager had sold the paddy in September 
and December according to the local market price at 6| Rs. or Rs. 8, he 
could have realized an amount more than the cost price. The current 
price of H cullums of piiddy of the inferior sort is Rs. 7—8—0. The 
original price, I mean, the cost price of the same quantity was Rs. 6|. On 
the other hand, the present Manager sold the deposited paddy (not dam¬ 
aged) during the late season of harvest at the rate of 38 or 40 measures 
for a Rupee. 

Cost price of 381 cullums of paddy Rs. 513—11—0 

Selling price Do. Do. Rs. 446— 0—0 

Rs. 67—11—0 

As the loss has been caused by the Manager, I have the honor to 
request yon to be so good as to instruct the Dewan-Regent to recover it 
from him. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

The Political Agent sent the following reply:— 

Political Agent’s Office, 

No. 235 Trichinopoly, 24th August 1888. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar, 

Sir,—In reply to your letter No. 5 dated 25th July, I haye the hpiior 
to state that I see no reason to interfere in the matter. I cannot hold the 
Manager responsible that every petty transaction of the sort takes place 
at the time most advantageous to yon. I can only expect him to do his 
best in your interests and I have no doubt bat that he does so under tho 
able supervision of the Dewan-Regent. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

as 



A complaint was afterwards submitted to tbe Political Agent against 
the Manager, Rajappa Mudalliar, regarding the loss of Rs. 30 caused by 
the sale of gram deposited in the Western Palace Store. The Jaghirdar 
wrote thus; — 

22 n(l August 1888. 

To The Political Agent for Pudukota. 

Sir^ - 1 have the honor to inform you that tlie present Manager has 
not only caused a loss of R.s, 67 and odd by the sale of paddy, as stated 
in my letter of yesterday’s date, but also Rs. 30, by the sale of gram pur¬ 
chased uudei the Dewan-Regent s order and deposited in the stor(l rooms 
of this palace. 

2 . The gram was purchased for Rs, 630 and odd during the time of 
the deceased Manager who made use of jt for the horses and the ponies 
in niy stables. 

3. The gram-contractor is a wealthy merchantl He wa.s bound to 
su[)ply gram according to the terms of the contract entered into between 
the eji-Manager .and himself. Had he failed to provide the retjuisite 
supply of gram, the money advanced could have easily been recovered 
from him, inasmuch as he had furnished security to the Manager, in 
the meantime, the nomination of the Manager who was doing duty w.'is 
approved of by the Dewan-Regent. 

4. It is the Dewan-Regent who, upon the deceased Manager’s re- 
imrt, ordered the purchase of gram. It is also he who on the very same 
man’s report ordered the sale of it. It is he who stubbornly refused to 
make arrangements for getting regular supplies from the gram-contractor 
pending the settlement of the dispute raised by the Dewan-Regent in 
contravention of the orders of Government. If the Dewan-Regent had 
desired to carry out his own proposals or views in respect of the nomi¬ 
nation of the Manager, he ought not to have allowed the Manager to 
create loss to the amount of Rs. 30 and odd. 

5. If the Dewan-Regent hjid ordered the gram that was in stock 
for daily use and cpnsnraption, no necessity would have arisen for the 

sale and so much loss would not have occurred. 

6 . Under the above circumstances, I request you will be wood 
enough to recover the loss from the Manager and the Dewan-Regenrand 
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ni fjbe mrne t;irne to convey the tiction of the latter to the notice of Go¬ 
vernment ill contimiation of the facts embodied in my letter No. 12 of 
jeHterday’s date. 

f SignedJ RathakHstiia Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

The Political Agent replied as follows :— 


No. ^37 
To 


Political Agent’s Office, 
Trichinopoly, 24th August 1888. 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar, 


Sir,—AVith reference to your letter No. 13 dated 22nd August 1888, 
I have the honor to inform yon that yon should apply to the De\van-Re- 
gent for redress before Complaining to me. 

(Signed) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

Foreseeing th^ probability of the abolition by Government ot the 
.sclieilulo system, the ox-Dewan-Regent discontinued the arrangement 
by which the. Jaghirdar’s daughter-in-law had been presented with 
cloths and Other things on the occasion of Hindu festivals from the State 
fund. The Jaghirdar’s complaint to the Political Agent was that such 
expenses shonid not be incurred from the surplus of the Western Palace 
Pension. Mr. Austin, the Political Agent, suggested to the Dewan- 
Regent that the .scdiedtiled balance under the head of unexpended 
allowance on account of the Jaghirdar’s daughter’s death might be utilised 
for the purposes specified above. But the latter functionary refused to 
take the suggestion into his consideration. Hence the Jaghirdar’s re¬ 
presentation, though supported by the Political Agent, failed. The Jag¬ 
hirdar’s subsequent communications on the same subject elicited the 
following replies from Mr. Austin’s successor:- 


No. 250. 


Political Agent’s Office, 
Trichinopoly, 7th September 1888, 


To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—In reply to your No. 16 dated 3rd September, I have the 
honor to inform you that the Dewan-Regent’s action appears quite cor¬ 
rect. The pension of Bs. 15,000 must cover all charges connected 


misTff 



with the family includiag the wives of yonr sons, except wheTi 
large scms have to be spent on extraordinary occasions* It was never 
intended that your sons’ wives should receive any allowance from State 
funds or that expenses connected with them should fall on the State. 

(Signed) W.A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 

No. 259. Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 13th September 1888. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,~~^In reply to your letter No. 18 dated 10th September, I have 
,the honor to inform you that it is perfectly clear that your sons’ wives 
and families will have to be maintained out of the allowance of Rs. 15,000. 
You cannot point out any other source of income from which they can 
be maintained except State funds and there can be no doubt but that 
State funds can be charged with no expense of the sort. 

(Signed) W A. Willook, 

Political Agent. 

Agreeably to the request made by the Political Agent in his letter 
No. 212 of 1st August 1888, the Jaghirdar leaving (he above disputed 
subject out of consideration took the opportunity of submitting 5 lists 
shewing the exact amount of the scheduled pension assigned to each of 
the members of the Western Palace family. Meanwhile, some corres¬ 
pondence passed on between the Jaghirdar’s elder son and the Dewan- 
Regent. The former sto(xl on the same footing as the latter in protesting 
against the schedule system. The Jaghirdar’s senior wife was also in 
favour of the Dowan-Regent vetoing the Jaghirdar’s proposals. But 
matters having gone to extremes, the Dewan-Eegent could not help 
replying thus to the Jaghirdar’s elder son:— 

Camp Trichinopoly, 3—8—88. 

My dear Sir,—I return the enclosure of your note. The Political 
Agent show^ed me the G. 0. here; 1 am also sorry that the schedule is 
doomed, but since Government themselves say that it was not intended 
to bo a permanent arrangement, I feel preclnded from moving further 
in the matter. If the pension is divided as is proposed, no doubt, I and 
the Political Agent and the Government also will be spared a world of 
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trouble which your father is giving us all as well as to you and youf 
mother. The position of the Western Palace will become less dignified 
in my humble opinion, but Government apparently do not attach any 
importance to it. Beyond this, t don’t think any material injury will 
ensue immediately ton the change to you or any other member of the 
family. You* will simply get in one sum all that you are entitled to as 
your sliare of the pension. I presume some allowance or provision 

will be made on acpount of your being married. I observe that the chief 
reason given for the change is that you (and your brother) are now old 
enough to manage your affairs for yourself. Being much older than you 
were in 1881, and having to live separately, your wants now cannot be 
the same as then. You may therefore properly claim besides what you 
now are allowed separately for yourself— 

("1) A share of Tutor’s allowance 

(2) A share of Stables and carriage allowances 

(3) A share of servants female and male 

(4) A share of “feasts” &c., allowances 

(5) A share of contingent money &c. &c. 

according as may occur to you on looking over the present schedule, copy 
of which I suppose you have or, if you have not, you can obtain from the 
Manager. Perhaps your mothers’allowances will be left as they are. 
No letter seems to have been addressed to them for the reason perhaps 
that the “wives’' are merged in ‘husband’. This matter is not distinctly 
mooted in the correspondence though it will, I sup[) 08 e, have to be settled 
quite as distinctly as the matter of the sons. I shall only say in conclu¬ 
sion that you need not be alarmed at all. 

Yours Sincerely, 

(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri. 

As it took a long time to settle the question about the scheduled 
arrangement which was promised in the concluding paragraph of the 
Political Agent’s letter No. 212 of 1st August 1888, a letter was address¬ 
ed by the Jaghirdar intimating to the Political Agent that he was neither 
favoured with detailed proposals nor called upon to pass remarks thereof. 

The Political Agent wrote thus 
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No, 261 
To 


Political A^^ent’s Office, 
Trichinopoly, 17th September 1888. 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 


Sir,—In reply to your letter No. 19 dated 1.3th September' 1888, I 
have the honor to inform you that I propose to visit l^Wukota early next 
month for the purpose of conferring with the various members of the 
Western Palace Family on the subject before submitting my fitoposals to 
Government. 

(Signed) W. A.; Willock, 

Political Agent. 

As promised, the Political Agent visited Pudukota, and a draft of 
the proposed arrangements embodied in his letter of 6th November 1888, 
No. 811 to the Government of Madras was forwarded to the Jaghirdar. 
See the clause in para 4 of the letter reproduced in the concluding part 
of thivS chapter for full particulars. 

The Jaghirdar paid a visit to the Political Agent and addressed him 
the following : — 


No. 24 
To 


Pudukota. 

21st October 1888. 


The Political Agent. 


Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that from the conversation I had 
with you this morning, I understand that you are disposed to take nearly 
Ils. 600 out of the aggregate surplus for the purchase of bulls and carri¬ 
ages for the use of the ladies and a phreton and a jpony for the use of iny 
younger son ; but I beg to say that a reference to the Dewan-Re- 
• Vido pago 34 of this book gent’s detiii—official letter * will clearly shew 
that the purchase of carriages and horses should be met with under the 
head, extraordinary charges.’’ It is because of this item, the Dewan- 
Jlegent has requested me in the letter under reference, that I should pre¬ 
pare the schedule on a very moderate scale. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman S^hib, 

With regard to the proposals embodied in the Political Agent’s draft, 
the Jaghirdar submitted the following letter ?—^ 
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22 ml October 1888. 

To The Political Agent. 

Sir, — I have the honor to inform you that I have gone though the 
draft that accoinpamed the letter No. 298 of yesterday’s date, with regard 
to the arrangements proposed by you for the division of the Western 
Palace pension. 

2 . With regard to the shares iet down in the 1st para, 1 have no 
objection, though the sons are allowed each Rs. 2,5000 as against Bs. 
1,694^ — 11-*0, the amount enjoyed at present by each of them, 

3. The second para informs that the wives’allowances are to be 
drawn in such a manner as the Political Agent may direct. Wives must 
obey their husbands. The latter must have full control over them. By 
this I do not mean that I shall jeopardize their interests in any way, 1 
should draw and hand over their allowances* Their zenanas should be 
guarded night and day by sentinels under my direct orders. The ladies 
should not be allowed of their own accord to make use of their vehicles, 

4. Para 4 purports that a few necessary articles for the two sons 
and wives will be provided out of the existing surplus, before it is divi-* 
ded among the members in proportion to their shares. I strongly object 
to this arrangement on grounds embodied in the Dewan-Regent’s letter 
that accompanied mine of yesterday’s date. The purchase of carriages 
and cattle should be met from the extraordinary charges or Statue funds 
and not from the surplus of the family pension. 

5. The meaning of para 7 of the Draft is not very clear to me. What¬ 
ever signification might be attached to it, I should like to say that I do 
not at all bind myself to the unlawful restrictions therein referred to. Any 
act of defalcation or misappropriation discovered in the accounts of the 
management cannot be wrapped up in mystery under the proposed 
scheme. Nor can it be presumed that the proposed arrangement can 
tend to exonerate the ex-Manager, Annasamien, from the charges already 
formulated against him with a Barrister’s opinion supported by indispu¬ 
table documentary proofs. 

6 . As your . D. 0^ of today , date conveys to me that jou have given 
up the subsidiary proposals regarding the final disposal of the. shares of 
the pension on tbe death of the, i holders referred tp ia the latter part of 
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^ter under reply, I think I have nothing for the present to my 
on the subject. 

The sooner your proposals are carried out, the better. 

(Signed) Bathakristiia Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

0 

In reply the Political Agent declared that the condition as to the 
closing of the accounts of management simultaneously with the abolition 
of the schedule was absolute. 

The Political Agent requested in the following letter the opinion of 
the Jaghirdar in respect of the proposed subsidiary arrangements 


No. 303 
To 


Political Agent’s Office, 
Trichinopoly, 26th October 1888. 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar^ 


Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that I have just received a 
letter from your elder son agreeing to the subsidiary arrangement pro¬ 
posed by me on Sunday last. If you approve of it^ I ; will include it in 
my proposals to Government. 

rSigneii) W. A. Willock, 

Political Agent. 


The Jaghirdar replied thus 
No. 29 


Pudnkota, 27th October 1888. 


To 


The Political Agent. 


Sir,—With reference to yonr letter No 303 of Jresterdajr’s date call¬ 
ing for my approval of the proposed subsidiary arrangement as to the 
share of the second son, which is to be eventually settled updn him and 
his family, I have the honor to observe to yoU that the allotment of Rs. 
4,000’to the second son’s branch ot the family will certainly embitter 
their condition and they will have to undergo all sorts of incoiiVenietice 
and trouble. 

Accbrdin| to your proposal, the second son^s Branch Of the family is 
to be allowed Rs. 4,000 in perpetuity and the elder son is W get eventu¬ 
ally Rs. lljOOOv I hatve carefully considered your proposal It will leaVe 
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te second son and his members in a very wretched plight. Though he 
is entitled to maintenance, still I should say that he will have to make 
ariangements to keep himself and his family in a very respectable way, 
lis my second son. 

3. I therefore strongly recommend that the second son be pro¬ 
vided for eventually by an allotment of Rs. 5,000 per annum, or. in other 
words, it is my firm opinion that the second son should be allowed to 
enjoy one-third of the stipend allotted in lieu of the resumed Jaghir. 
Such an arrangement will certainly entitle the elder son and his family 
to the enjoyment of f of the present family pension of Rs. 15,000. This 
is my decided opinion on the matter in question. 

(Signed^ Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Since the Jaghirdar was very anxious to know the result of the 
.scheduled arrangements, he sent the following telegrams to the Govern- 
merit of Madras. 

From Pudukota— Western Palace Jagliirdar. 

To Madras—Chief Secretary to Government, Political. 

Political Agent arranged for shares of pension. Yet no order from 
Government. Regent and Manager oppressive in every way. Existing 
surplus exhausted. Awaiting speedy orders for relief. 

20th November 1888. (Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

From Pudukota —Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

To Chief Secretary, Political, Government of Fort St. George. 

Increasing troubles compel wiring. Pray relief and answer telegram 
of the twentieth instant. 

27th November 1888, (Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

Prom Pudukota—Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

To Chief Secretary, Political, Government. 


Poor dependent labouring under various inconveniences at Mana¬ 
ger’s hands. Wired on 20th and 27th ultimo for early relief. No reply 
yet. In July 1886 even your predecessor telegraphed to me orders about 
late Manager’s dismissal. Pray therefore a speedy reply. 

loth December 1888. (Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 





Tho Government then gave the following reply by wire 
From Fort St. George—Madras. 

To Western Palace Jaghirc ar—Padnkota. 15— 12—88. 


Political Agent has received orders regarding schedule arrangement. 
The Jaghirdar not having received any orders from the 1‘olitical 
Agent, the following telegram was despatched :— 

From Pudnkota—Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

To Trichiiiopoly—Politict^l Agent. 20—12—88. 

Saturday Government wired you received orders. Pray rasult and 
true copy. Keply prepared one Rupee. 

(Signedj Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

Thereupon the Jaghirdar received the following telegram from the 
Political Agent:— 

From Trichinopoly—Political Agent. 

To Pudukota—Western Palace Jaghirdar. 20—12—88. 

My proposals all approved. Schedule abolished first January. 

With delight the Jaghirdar hailed the following copy of the G. 0. 
passed on the Political Agent’s report therein embodied :— 

Government of Madras. 

Political Department. 

, Read—the following paper 

From W. A. Willock, Esq., Political Agent for Pudukota, to the 
Chief Secretary to Government, dated Trichinopoly, the 6th November 
1888, No. an. 

I have the honor to reply to G. 0., No. 506, Political, dated 24th 
July 1888, regarding my proposals for the division of the pension of the 
Western Palace Jagirdar. I regret the delay which has taken place, but 
it has been a troublesome matter to obtain the measure of consent from 
the parties concerned which I have now secured. I did not consider the 
assent of the Jaghirdar’s wives necessary, as they are allotted separate 
allowances only as a matter of grace to secure them against the ill-treat¬ 
ment which might result froua their husband's neglect and indifference) 
and not as a matter of right. 
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2. In my letter disposed of in the above Govertiment oi'der, I pro** 
posed, if the pension were to be divided, to make the present benefits 
derived therenoder the basis of the division. My first step, therefore, 
Vras to ascertain the views of the Dewan-Ra^ent, the Jaghirdar, and his 
two sons on this point, and I asked them to submit particulars of what 
the expenditure on each member of the family was. The statements ob¬ 
tained from the latter I found most inaccurate, and as they were to the 
detriment of their own interests, I disregarded them. I then endeavoured 
to reconcile the figures of the Dewan-Regent and the Jaghirdar, and drew 
up Li fresh allotment in consultation with the latter. The following state¬ 
ment shows the final results, the items classed as common being in each 
case divided proportionately to the totals of the individual items 


Author of allotment. 


Dewaa-Begent... 

Jaghirdar. 

Political Agent 


J aghirdar. 

Elder sou. 

1 ^ 

Younger son. 

Ist wife. 

2nd wife. 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Es. 

7,234 

2,031 

1,973 

1,881 

1,881 

8,765 

1,722 

1,687 

1,418 

1,418 

6,927 

2,401 

2,346 

1,663 

1,66.1 


1 must, however, admit that in my allotment I cut the jaghirdar down 
rather too closely in several items to the advantage of his sons. I also 
think tlmt the system of dividing the common items proportionately which 
I had to adopt was unduly in favor of the female members of the family, 
who do not derive anything like a proportionate share of advantages from 
the out-door establishments and the like. The conclusion which I arrived 
at from a consideration of these figures was that the following would be 
a fair division of the pension as matters stand at present 


Jaghirdar 
Illder son 
Second son 
First wife 
Second wife 


Rs. 


7.500 

2.500 
2,500 
1,250 
1,250 


Total ... 15,000 


The allowance to the two ladies i.s somewhat less than their present 
enjoyment, but they should be living with their husband and profit by 
the use of his establishment, conveyances, &c., and if they desire to reside 
apart, they must expect to make some sacrifice for the privilege. 



















3. The qtiestion of the sons'* marriages then had to ho considered. 
The wife of the (3lder will commence to reside with him in a few weeks, 
and the younger will also have to be married shortly. The Dewati-Re- 
gent considers that the schednle would have had to be revised with 
resference to these events, and the form which it would take on revision 
should largely govern the present division. In this I can only agree with 
him to a very limited extent, as, if the measnre now under consideration 
coines into force, tlie schedule and its possible alterations will have become 
a thing of the past, and what woitld liiive been fair and reasonable had 
no schedule ever existed will be a better guide. The pension being in lieu 
of the Jaghir, the greater portion must, according to my view, go to up¬ 
hold the senior branch in a fitting position, and it would be a grave error 
to allot the younger son a larger, or even as large a share as he would be 
likely to get eveiitually. The portion which wdll ultimately fall to him 
must necessarily be very litnited, even after the Jaghirdar’s death per¬ 
mits a more liberal allowance to be granted, and I think that Rs. 3,000 
per annum, with a possible increase to Rs. 4,000 after the deaths of the 
senior members of the family render funds available, is all that can be 
allotted to him without setting aside the fact that this pension is in lieu 
of a Jaghir granted originally on service tenure and consequently impar¬ 
tible. There is no reason why the elder son should receive a larger 
allowance than his brother during the father’s life-time, and I conse¬ 
quently propose merely to allot to each son an extra Rs. 500 per annum 
on his wife taking up her residence with him, the amount to be deducted 
from the Jaghirdar’s share of Rs. 7,500. The sum is small, but when it 
comes to a question of dividing Rs. 15,000 amongst five persons, one of 
whom has to occupy a position of dignity and is supposed to be provided 
with the means of doing so, the allowance of the other members must 
necessarily be limited ; and under all the circumstances of the ease, I 
think it will be better for the young men in the end that they should not 
commence life on an allowance too large compared with, what they may 
ultimately expect. 

4. I therefore framed the following proposals^ and asked the Dewan- 
Regent and the male members of the family for their remarks thereon. I 
added some subsidiary proposal>s regarding the disposal of portions of 
pension vacated by death, in the hope of being able to settle the whole 
question once for all ; but though the general principles on which they 
are based are approved,there are differences ot opinion about details which 
compel me to abandon this idea for the present. 
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Provisions regarding the division of the Western Palace Pension. 

‘‘("1) The pension of Rs. 15,000 per annum to be divided as follows 
The Jaghirdar ... ... ... Rs. 7,500 


ISlder son 
Younger son 
1 st wife 
2nd wife 


2,500 
2,500 
1,250 
1,250 

in such manner as the Political 


“ (2) The wives’ allowance to be drawn 
Agent may direct. 

“ (3^ On either of the sons' wives going to live with her husband, the 
allowance of the latter to be increased by Rs. 500, which will be deduct¬ 
ed from the Jaghirdar’s share of the pension. 

“(4) The existing surplus to be divided in shares proportionate to the 
above after the provhion of a few necessary articles to place the two sons 
and wives on an equal footing. 

“ (5) All extraordinary expenditure to be met by the State as hereto¬ 
fore. Residences to be provided by the State, the Western Palace being 
occupied by the Jaghirdar himself, 

‘‘ (6) All customary honors to be continued. 

“ (7) The accounts of the management to be regarded as closed and not 
liable to revision or inquiry. 

‘‘The following subsidiary arrangeinieuts are also suggested for the 
approval of the Jaghirdar and his elder son. If they are not adopted, 
the question of the disposal of any share of the pension which may lapse 
through death will have to be decided on the lapse occurring.— 
Subsidiary Arrangements. 

“ (1) The pension being in lieu of the resumed Jaghir, the vsenior 
male heir will succeed on the death of the present Jaghirdar, 

“(2) All shares lapsing through death of the holders without heirs 
will revert to the Jaghirdar except as provided below. 

“ (3) The second son’s branch of the family will be provided, for 
eventually by an allotment of Rs. 4,000 per annum to be made up as 
follows: — 

“Share of pension now granted ... Rs. 2,500 

“Additional share on marriage . 500 

„ „ on death of elder wife ... 500 

„ „ on death of second wife ... 500 


4,000” 


Total 
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t5. a few wordH of ex'planation are neoess 9 ,ry about some of these 
provisions* While the JagKrdar was in possession of his Jaghire, he neg¬ 
lected his family most: shamefally, and at present one of his wives will 
not live with him, but resides under the protection of her elder son. 1 
have therefore left it at the discretion of the Political Agent to decide in 
what manner the ladies’ pensions should be drawn in the 2nd clause. In 
clause 4, the portion underlined will have to be omitted, as I find that 
the articles in question will have to be provided by the State* Clause 7 
I consider absolutely necessary, as I know that the first thing which the 
Jaghirdar Would do, if not controlled, w^ould be to plunge into ruinous 
litigation about the manner in which the pension was expended under the 
schedule by his late manager and cause endless trouble to all concerned. 
I do not believe that he has any reasonable ground of complaint, but the 
charges w^bieh he has formulated so far are now under disposal, and it is 
most expedient tluit the order passed thereon should be final, and that 
further complaints should not be cooked up afterw^ards. The persistent 
manner in which the Jaghirdar prayed that this clause might be omitted 
showed clearly how bent on an enjoyable course of legal proceedings and 
pe^titions he was, and how necessary a provision of the sort was for his 
own protection as well as that of others. 

6* 1 will now deal with the views regarding these proposals taken 

by the Dewan-Rogent and members of the family whose remarks I 
enclose. 

Dewan-Hegent (Enclosure A).—The Honorable Mr. Sashiali Sastri’s 
views about the division of the pension have throiighont inclined towards 
treating the three male members on an equality, which I regard as totally 
opjuDsed to the consideration that the pension is a substitute for a jagir. 
He also overlooks the fact that the first wife will certainly live with the 
elder son^ and that the second wife will probably not consent to permit 
her husband to have the management of her share very long—oirctims- 
tances which render the addition of their pensions to the Jaghirdar’s in 
considering the share he will draw, as the Dewan-Hegent has done, unfair. 
Were his proposals adopted, the ultimate result would probably be that 
the family allowance would be divided as follows;— 

tTaghirdar .* Rs. 3,000 

Elder son, wife and mother ... ... 6,000 

Younger son, wife and step-mother ... ... 6,000 


Total ... 15,000 
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His proposals on this point are in cliroct OjrjpQgj^jQj^ present 

benefits and to the inaintenanoe of the position of vf|je head of the family, 
and would also be rejected by the Jaghirdar. His about extra¬ 

ordinary expenditure will be dealt with further on. ti^g^omary honors 
will, of course^ be only conceded to the head of the farailj-^ 

Western Palace Jaghirdar (Enclosures B and 0).-—In paragraph 8 
of the first of these, the Jaghirdar takes exception to clause 2 
visions regarding the manner in which the wives’ pensions SAi^ould be 
drawn, but from the concluding sentence of this letter, it appears 
does not press this objection. That raised in para 4 is a valid one, 
the clause will be amended by striking out the words underlined, 
fifth paragraph is disposed of by Enclosure C—the result of an intiri^j.^^ 
tion that, if the arrangements for a division of the pension fell throug^^ 
the schedule would have to be revised with reference to his sons’ inarriagevS. 

Elder Son (Enclosure D).—Paragraph 2 deals with the possibility 
of the Jaghirdar being allowed to draw his mother’s allowance. Any 
ill-results from this I have provided against, and, as things stand at 
present, I would allow her share to be drawn by her son as requested. 
The matter is one in which the Political Agent must use his discretion 
from time to time, and no promises should be made. Paragraph 3 rather 
confirms my allotment of Rs. 1,250 as sufficient for the ladies’ share. 
Paragraph 4 refers to the shares into which I propose to divide the pen¬ 
sion, and the arguments there brought forward have already been dealt 
with. With reference to paragraph 5^ a suitable residence will be pro¬ 
vided as soon as the extensive repairs to the Western Palace now under 
execution are completed. 

Younger Son (Enclosure E),—This practically accepts my arrange¬ 
ments. 

7. I trust that these enclosures will be considered sufficient to allow 
of my proposals being put into force. An absolute and unconditional 
consent could hardly be extracted from people of the sort, but the elder 
son is the only member who raises any objection now, and I beg to point 
out that the only person whose consent is material is the Jaghirdar him¬ 
self, as there is nothing whatever to prevent^ the schedule being done 
away with at any time, and the whole of the pension placed at his disposal, 
except the desire of Glovernment that his family shall not be again ex-* 
posed to destitution and suffering through his faults. 

8. With regard to paragraph 3 of G. 0. dated 24th July 1888, 
No. 506, Political, the Dewan-Regent considers that extraordinary 


wmr/fy. 




208 


expenses should only necessary ceremonies on the 

occasion of marriages para. 4 of his letter, No. 43, 

dated 23rd Februr**y G. 0«, No. 261, Political, dated 14th 

May 1881), he refers to ‘‘Marriages, repairs of palace, purchase 

of carriage, hor^®®> &c»,” as falling within this definition, and this mean¬ 
ing must, 1 adhered to. I should like to substitute consolidated 

annual disputable provision, but it would be very 

difficult t»^ during the Jaghirdar’s life-time, and as it would have 

to be ba®®^ actuals of the last few years, it would be unduly 

swolle^’^ by the extensive repairs to the Western Palace. Any arrange¬ 
ment of the sort must,.! fear, stand over for the present in consequence. 

9. With regard to residencies, the main portion of the Western 
palace will be kept at the disposal of the Jaghirdar, and accommodation 
^^r one son provided in another portion. Accommodation for the second 
son will be provided in a suitable building outside during the Jaghirdar’s 
life-time. 

10. I regret that 1 could not get my subsidiary proposals agreed to 
at the same time, as they would save much trouble hereafter, but I think 
it would have been impossible to carry through the two arrangements 
simultaneously with the Jaghirdar and his heir, bent, as they are, on in¬ 
juring each other’s interests. The former would agree to anything which 
would reduce his successor’s share of the pension, and the latter would do 
the same with regard to any measure which would cut down his father’s 
allowance. 

Order—dated 11th December 1888, No. 804, Political. 

The proposals in the letter from Mr. Willock read above appear very 
judicious and fair, and both the Madras Government and the family of 
the pensioner concerned are much indebted to him for an arrangement 
which promises to be satisfactory, and to put an end to the constant dis¬ 
putes and bitterness, ks also the waste of the time of Government and its 
officers, involved by the schedule arrangement. 

2. Effect should be given to the proposals as submitted wdth as little 
delay as possible, and the Political Agent will inform Rathakristna Ton- 
diman Sahib and his family. 

3. The decision to abolish the schedule renders it unnecessary to 
pass orders on the several memorials from the Jaghirdar. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed) J, P. Price, 

Chief Secretary. 


misT/ff, 



The Jaghirdar’s endeavours for an increase of his money-pension. 


We closed chapter III with an account of the attempts made by the 
Jaghirdar to get the order of the permanent resumption of the Jaghir 
cancelled. But when he found that there was no chance or prospect of 
his request being granted in that respect, he put forward an alternative 
case in 1884 praying that in consideration of the fact that his successors 
have been deprived of their ancestral Estate for ever, the amount of 
money-pension at least be increased to Rs. 30,000 per annum, as pointed 
oat in the schedule originally submitted by him. Taking into considera¬ 
tion the fact that the Estate when carefully managed, is capable of yield¬ 
ing more than half a lac—a neat round sum, the Jaghirdar^s contention for 
an increase to the amount of Rs. 30,000 may not be supposed unreason¬ 
able. Whereas the Government of Madras for reasons best known to 
itself gave the usual negative reply, 

A second attempt was made in 1885 and a memorial was addressed 
this time to His Excellency the Viceroy with no better success. 

It must be understood that the scheduled money-penvsion assigned iri 
1881 in lieu of the Jaghir was intended to be permanent, but no body 
could have then imagined that the state of the family would always he 
the same, that is to say, the scheduled arrangements made no provision 
for the necessarily fluctuating circumstances of the family. 

Under the new scheme brought into force upon the abolition of the 
scheduled arrangements, the Jaghirdar had to allot separate amounts out 
of his share in the money-pension to his daughters-in-law. As this will 
necessarily decrease to a considerable amount his own share, he was put 
to the necessity of memorialising His Excellency the Governor in Council 
of Madras to sanction an increase to meet such extra disbursements. In the 
memorial the Jaghirdar took care to point out that the Fudukota Sircar 
would be no loser by agreeing to meet these extra charges as the Estate 
in lieu of which the money-pension w^as given, was capable of yielding an 
annual income of nearly 80,000 Rupees. The memorial with the order 
of Governiueat is transcribed below : — 
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His Excellency the Riglit Honorable 

The Governor in Council, 

Fort Saint George. 

The humble Petition of Rathakristna 
Tondiman Sahib, Western Palace 
Jaghirdar, Pudukota State. 

Shbwbth, 

In April 1880, 1 petitioned the Government of Madras praying for 
relief from financial embarrassments by directing the Political Agent or 
the Sirkele to resume the immediate management of my entire Jaghir, to 
make a full and bona fide enquiry into the character, validity and amount 
of the debts and to ascertain whether or not the whole amount of these 
debts has been fully liquidated from the income of the Jaghir, and if 
there existed any balance to have the same paid off at a fixed rate annu¬ 
ally and hand over the remainder for the maintenance and support ot 
myself and my family. 

2. On receipt of a letter from the Political Agent, Mr. C. W. W. 
Martin, the then Sirkele (now Dewan-Regent) asked me by yadhast dated 
17th July 1880, No. 19, to furnish him with some detailed information 
regarding the above petition to Government in order that he (Sirkele) 
might forward a full report to the Political Agent on the subject. 

3, In compliance with the Sirkele’s request, I prepared and sub¬ 
mitted-5 different statements after having carefully examined the 55 
years’ accounts of the Jaghir. I have mentioned in para 17 of my reply 
yadhast to the Sirkele, dated 6th September 1880, that the annual income 
of the Jaghir consisting of 10 villages with 4 or 5 hamlets was Rs. 45,000 
as per statement shown below : — 


(1) Varput . 

(2) Tirukalumboor 

(3) Palakuruchy Vuttum 

(4) Idyathoor ... 

(5) Madianoor. 

(6) Pnlyoor Vuttum ... 

(7) Keelayoor Vuttum . 

(8) Sembattoor Vuttum 

(9) Vadagadoo ... 

(10) Aroombalum 


Rs. 

4,217 

3,838 

1,227 

2,917 

5,138 

7,386 

4.536 

6,700 

5,425 

3,612 


A. 

10 

3 
12 

1 

4 
6 
0 
8 
0 

15 


P. 

8 

7 

8 
5 
10 
5 
2 
11 
0 
4 


Total ... 45,000 0 0 








211 



N. B.—Names of the hamlets: 

(1) Odayallyputty. (2) Paroomjnuey. (3) Pilakudyputty 
(4) Kninarappiitty. 

4. From the statements that accompanied my yadhast of 6th Sepr 
tember 1880, it was evident that an income of Rs. 9,07,000 exclusive of 
all proper expenses had been enjoyed by all the mortgage creditors of the 
Jaghir for the debt of 3,95,000 Rupees. 

5. I was not made aware of what transpired between the Sirkele 
and the Madras Government through the channel of the Political Agent 
regarding the subject-matter of my petition. But on the 2nd of Febru¬ 
ary 1881, 1 was, to my surprise and sorrow, put in possession of a Demi- 
Official letter from the Sirkele, in which he has stated that in the event 
of a pension being substituted for the Jaghir, he was directed to report 
the amount of such pension and that the so-called pension would, ho 
presumed, take the form of a regular schedule providing for the 
“ ordinary'’ expenses hereunder mentioned, and that the proposed expen¬ 
diture under all the heads should be on a very moderate scale so as to 
leave ample margin for extraordinary charges"’ such as marriages, 
repairs of the palace, purchase of carriages and horses, and furniture and 
other contingencies which needed no mention. 


Items of ordinary expenses 


(1) Ordinary Table expenses from month to month, the wages of 
palace guards, gardeners, private domestic servants (such as cooks, atten¬ 
dants male and female, sweepers). 


(2) The aniuial expenses for feasts, anniversaries^ also wardrobe. 


(3) llp-keep of carriages, horses, and bullocks. 

(4J Palace inferior establishment such as steward or Manager^ 
gumastah, shroff, teachers for the sons, &c. 

(5) Pocket allowances to the Jaghirdar, the ladies and the sons 
and any near relatives sach as sister, &c. 

6. On the 11th of February 1881, I wrote to the Sirkele a Demi- 
Official letter to say that my Estate would, if properly managed, give 
above Rs. 50.000 against Rs. 45,000 (its former income); that a tempor¬ 
ary schedule of necessary annual expenses was sent therewith, sparing a 
decent, portion of the proceeds for extraordinary charges ; and that the 



interests of iny minor sons in the Jaghir should not in any way be jeopar- 
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dised. In the Schedule I have set down my ordinary requirements at 
Ks. 30,000 per annum, extraordinary charges being met from the balance 
of the Jaghir income. 

7. The Sirkele who obtained from me the temporary Schedule of 
ordinary expenses amounting to Rs, 30,000 a year, was silent for nearly 
5 months, and I was perfectly left in the dark as to what correspondence 
passed on with regard to the settlement of the amount of pension. It was 
on the 26th of June 1881, I was informed by the Sirkele that the Govern¬ 
ment of Madras had disposed of my petition by ordering that the Jaghir 
he resumed absolutely and the Jaghirdar be granted in lieu an annual 
pension of Rs. 15,000 in perpetuity according to a schedule of ordinary 
expenses on the condition that the Pudukota State should defray the 
teasonable extraordinary expenses of the Western Palace Family. 

8. Subsequent to the resumption of the Estate and the settlement 
of the pension, the Sirkele requested me officially to cut short the propos¬ 
ed scale of expenditure and submit to him a fresh schedule for Rs. 15,000 
a year. This I declined to do. Thereupon the Sirkele threatened me by 
yadhast No. 37, dated 25th July 1881 that if 1 did not frame in two days 
a vSchedule for 15,000 rupees, he would lay the matter before higher 
authorities. Eventually the Sirkele himself drew up a schedule and put 
it to force from the Ist of Octobei^ 1881, which fact he has, I believe, 
clearly admitted in his report to the Political Agent. 

9. By the bye, I beg to express that I was compelled to be a victim 
to the schedule arrangement of the Dewan-Regent for about 8 years, 
receiving my daily doles at the hands of a Manager and staff, subject to 
his immediate control. The former Political Agent, Mr. W. A. Willock, 
after having been fully convinced of the various hardships and inconve¬ 
niences I was subjected to, was pleased to report to the Government 
against the schedule arrangement which was entirely done away with from 
the 1st of January 1889, by G. O. No, 804, dated 11th December 1888. 

10. It may not be out of place to mention here that, in the report 
subnlitted to Government by Mr. Willock, it is observed that I should 
give away from my share of Rs. 7,500 a year, the sum of Rs. 1,000 for the 
maintenance of tny sons^ wives on their taking up their residence with 
their husbands. So my permanent allowance would be only Rs. 6,500 
pr annutttt But as the Schedule framed by the Sirkele referred only tc 
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that, existed at the time, tbe annual grant of Eh. 15,000 
settled upon the Jaghirdar in perpetuity ought not to he divided in such 
a way as to maintain extra or fresh individuals that go into the Jaghir- 
dar’s family as fresh members. Further it is apparent on the face of the 
Grovemment Order, No. 261, dated 14th May 1881, that the annual pen¬ 
sion is solely and wholly intended for the members named in the Schedule 
of the Sirkele based on my Schedule for Rs. o0,000. Should any one of 
the members pay the debt of nature, the survivors should enjoy the 
deceased’s allowance. To reproduce below in this connection the opinion 
of a European Barrister will not, 1 presume, be deemed impolitic and 
disrespectful on my part, as it is a matter of necessity for observation: — 

It does not, I (Barristerj think, appear clearly from the correspon¬ 
dence between the Sirkele and the Political Agent, and Orders of the 
Government thereon, in 1881, shown me, that the allowance or pension 
of Rs. 15,000 per annum then granted to the Jaghirdar was fixed with 
reference to all possible future states of the family, m well its the then 
state of the family, and intended to be not liable to revision or uUeration 
in the event of an increase In the number of members of the family. The 
Jaghirdar was consulted by the Sirkele on the subject and submitti^d a 
Schedule setting forth in detail his estimate of the ordinary expenditure 
of himself and his family. He expressly stated that this was only a 
‘‘ temporary ” Schedule according to the present state of circumstan¬ 
ces,” and that he “ fully lioped that he would be allowed to add or sub¬ 
tract, in course of time, as the urgent wants of himself and his family 
might dictate.” The Sirkele considered the scale of expenditure entered 
in this Schedule excessive, ^nd proposed to cut down the total of Rs. 
80,000 given therein to half that amount, Rs. 15,000, and this proposal 
was accepted by the Government. The papers show that the Government 
proposed to grant a lump sum to be entirely at the Jaghirdar’s disposal 
\Yith this proposal the Sirkele disagreed. Ho was of opinion that, if 
carried out, it would lead to many evils, and he proposed that the expen¬ 
diture of the pension should be regulated by a Schedule to be drawn up, 
defining the due share of support each member of the family was entitled 
to. It does not appear that he submitted to the Political Agent, along 
with his proposals, any schedule framed hy himself. In the absence of 
any certain information about the income of the Jaghir, the schedule was 
declared by the Sirkele to be a temporary one. The Political Agent 
recommended to Government (inter alia) on the resumption of the entire 
Jaghir to allow the Jaghirdar a j^ension of Rs. 1,200 a mouth, or Rs. 15,000 
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to be spent according to a schedule to be subsequently framed 
so as to provide for the due support of the Jaghirdar’s family as 
well as himself. The Government Order of the 14th May 1881, No. 261 
recites the proposal of the Sirkele to be “ that the Melaarramaney Jaghir 
shall be resumed absolutely and the Jaghirdar be granted in lieu an 
annual pension according to a schedule of ordinary expenses aggregating 
in round numbers Rs. 15,000 a year,” &c., and''^approves and sanctions 
the settlement.” Che schedule referred to in the passages quoted seems 
to me to be a sche^hile whicli it was proposed to prepare after the total 
amount of the pension was settled. It appears also to have beeen intend¬ 
ed hy the proposal of the Sirkele sanctioned by Government, that such 
schedule wlitm made should be liable to be altered from time to time as 
changes in the family of the Jaghirdar or other circumstances might 
require. ThivS would rather point to the conclusion that the total sum 
of the pension was not to be subject to alteration, but only the details of 
its distribution should he subject to such alteration from time to time. 
On the other hand it may, I think, be inferred that the Sirkele, though 
ho considered the several allowance and other items of expenditure in the 
Schedule submitted by the Jaghirdar as exorbitant, and cut down the 
total accordingly from lis. 80,000 to Rs. 15,000, yet based his estimate 
of what would be a reasonable and proper pension upon the then existing 
state of the family, that is to say having regard to the number of mem¬ 
bers of the family then existing, and the fact of any of them being 
married or not. It may therefore be contended that the intention of the 
Sirkele and of the Government was that in the event of an increase in 
the members of the fiimily or of the marriage of the sons or either of 
them, the total of the pension should be so far increased as to provide 
for the additional member or members or for the wife or wives so receiv¬ 
ed into the family. If no such increase were granted, the only alternative 
would be a proportionate reduction in the allowances to the Jaghirdar 
and other members ; and then it might be said ‘‘ If a certain sum was 
fixed before as a reosonable allowance to the Jaghirdar or other member, 
why should a less sum be a reasonable allowance to him?” Unfortunately 
is therf}, apparently, no sauad or other formal document setting forth the 
terms of the arrangement between the Government and the Jaghirdar, 
nor does the order of Government explicitly state whether the annual 
pension “aggregating in round numbers Rs. 15,000” is unalterable or 
not. The question is left in doubt; and from the absence of anything 
definite on the point one way or the other either in the Sirkele’s propo-* 


^alT or in tlie G. 0. it seems more than probable that it \vas overlooked. 
When a point appears not to have been thought of and provided for, it is 
not possible to say, what was intended or what was provided on the point. 
All t can say is that having regard to the total value of the Jaghir, I am 
inclined to think that there is resonable ground for the Jaghirdar petition¬ 
ing the Government for some increase of the allowance (pension^ in consi¬ 
deration of the increased burden imposed ou the family resources by the 
introduction into it of the sons^ wives and by the sons having to support 
children of their own. But of course there must be some limit beyond which 
the increase could not be extended. The descendants of the Jaghirdar might 
in process of time multiply to an indefinite extent; but an increase to an 
indefinite extent of the pension is impossible. It is of course possible 
that the value of the land comprised in the Jaghire may become enhanced. 
Assuming that the annexation of the Jaghir and grant of the pension are 
acts of state, I can only say this, that, if Es. 15,000 per annum is not 
the maximum amount out of the revenues of the annexed Jaghir which, 
having regard to the equity of the case, the Government may be expected 
to allow to the Jaghirdar and his family — as to which I have not materials 
for forming a decided opinion — I think the Jaghirdar has good ground 
for petitioning the Government for an increase in the pension. 

11. With regard to the extraordinary expenses embodied in the 
said Government Order, I beg to submit that during the past eight years, 
I have not been allowed to derive any benefit from the provision made 
for them on occasions when spiritual as well as temporal benefits had to 
be derived from incurring such expenses according to the religious and 
secular institutions of my country and community. The Dewan-Regent 
has, on several occasions, withheld even the payment of certain reasonable 

special charges actually incurred by me in due time in anticipation of 
his Siinction. 

(1) When my daughter-in-law (my elder son’s wife and own 
sister of His Highness the present Rajah) attained her puberty in H. H. 
the Rajah’s residence, 1 applied to the Dewan-Eegent for special expenses. 
Though the sum of Es. 600 and odd was sanctioned for the purpose, ho 
declined to have the expenditure of the same made by my Palace Manager 
who was then acting under his immediate orders. He wished to have 
the money spent by the State Guraastah who was in no way connected 
with the scheduled expenditure of the Western Palace Pension; but I 
did not consent to it, as it was considered beneath the dignity of the 


Head of the Bride-groom's family. (Jonsequently 1 was obliged to make 
my own arrangemeni and defray the necessary expenses to the amount of 
Rs. 130 for the ceremonies performed in H. H, the Rajah’s Palace. Had 
I refrained from doing the needful on the auspicious occasion, I would have 
no doubt been considered too low in the estimation of the Bride’s relatives 
and the townsfolk. The Dewan-Regent has refused to disburse the money 
from State funds on the poor excuse that, as the expenses bad been made 
without his consent or knowledge, he would not take notice of them. It 
is also necessary to point out here that Rs. 130 was the lowest possible 
amount that could be spent in connect ion with the ceremony. Certainly 
it was not the amount one of my rank and position was expected to spend 
on such an ooeasion* 

(2) When I wrote for expenses on account of the performance 
of a ceremony called Palany Kavady (Pagoda Villages also having been 
resumed by the State), I was informed by the Dewan-Regent that bo 
M'ould make arrangement in this direction, as will be seen from the 
Enclosure hereto appended. Nearly eight years 

I h^Tnopl^It to^Iauc- l»ave expired. No final reply as yet. But in the 
tion extra expenditure or £ hiwe incurred the expense at Rs. 100 a 

sanction an appropriation . i m, . . , i-i r 

out of saringB in the year for the period. Inis is a charge which 1 
8han have incurred for my spiritual benefit: men in my 

for it when I write about position are entitled to such benefits not only in 

Devaathanum and other r . i • i i i i 

arrangomeuts wliich I this country and religion but m other lands and 
hope to do shortly. faith.s where similar conditions exist 

(:l) Although my Palace at Tiragokiirnam (a suburb one mile off 
the capital of Padukota), has been in my sole and whole possession for 
the last 39 years, the Dewan-Regent has refused to order its repair, not¬ 
withstanding my repeated requests. The Dewan-Regent saya that the 
Palace, before being repaired, .should he transferred to the Pndukota 
State by sale, to which I strongly objected. Though there is a Court 
decree against the building, none has interfered and put me out of posses¬ 
sion. Hence the decree which I have bought through my man has 
become nil, being barred by limitation. The Palace is in a most decayed 
condition. lam afraid if it is allowed to continue in the condition in 
which it has been, for some time more, it may get out of order to such 
an extent as to warrant the Dewan-Regent prhaps in saying that the 
Palace has gone to such a state that demolishing it and selling the 
materials that may remain would be more beneficial than repairing it. 


m 

(4) Wh6n thd 8tat6 ordored nearly Rs. 50 to be giv6n away tls 
presents to attendants that waited on my elder son during his illness^ the 
Dewan-Regent neglected to Supply additional funds for the expenses of 
my only daughter’s treatment during her illness, including cost of medi¬ 
cines, the travelling and food expenses of members of the family who 
came to visit the sick from different parts, and distributions to priests for 
prayers and offerings for the recovery of the sick. 

(6) The Dewan-Regent has not at all sanctioned under extraor¬ 
dinary items even pittances required for occasional short religious trips 
to the temples situated in the British districts, 

(6) The Dewan-Regent has failed to provide me with good horsed 

and bulls. At present I have only one old and sick mare for my nse. 
Nor have I been supplied with a riding pony. In consequence I have 
purchased a riding pony for Rs, 350 and a conhtry poriy for 

Rs. 150. 

(7) Special charges on trips to welcome Grovernors and Viceroys 
on the occasion of their visits to adjoining British districts have also been 
denied. 

(8; Even a paltry sum to meet the expenses of the funeral rites 
pertaining to the death of my brother-in-law, ('sister’s husband ) whose 
daughter has become ray consort has been denied. The actual expense 
on the occasion wasEs. 130. 

(9j The Dowan-Regent has withheld or rather delayed the pay¬ 
ment of Es. 500 out of the sanctioned fund for the performance of religi¬ 
ous ceremonies in pagocbis. The money is in deposit in the State Treasury, 

(10^ Out of the sanctioned amount of Rs. 1,000 from the State 
for the celebration of the nuptials of ray elder son, the Dewan-Regent has 
not allowed me to draw Rs. 500 for the feeding and clothing of relatives, 
dependents and servants. This money is now required. 

(11) Though I applied to the higher authority for . sanction to 
proceed on pilgrimage to Benarese and Ramaswarum, I have not received 
a clear reply on the subject. During the late Rajah’s life-time, my 
father had twice gone to Ramaswarum. 

N. E. — I beg that the sums specified in items 1, 2, 6, 8, 9 and 
10 may be ordered to be disbursed from the Pudukota State Treasury 
under extraordinary expenses. 
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12* The amount of pension fixed for my share permanently in the 
G, 0., No. 804, dated 11th December 1888 is only Rs. 541—10—8 per • 
mensem. This sniu is quite inadequate to meet even the ordinary require¬ 
ments, though I have drawn up a schedule on a very narrow^ scale. I have 
reduced my pocket allowance of Rs. 100 a month which I enjoyed under 
the schedule arrangements to Rs. l7. Though I have given my menial 
servants the same pay that they were drawing when the laanagement 
system was in force, they are ever ready to quit my service, inasmuch 
as the Dewan-RegeUt has increased the salaries of the servants of H. II. 
the young Rajah on a large scale. I therefore find it too difficult to 
secure the services of honest and faithful servants, I have no fund to 
entertain palanquin bearers. 1 have out down the expenses for anniver¬ 
saries and annual feasts. For the Dusserah feast I have put down Rs. 

26 instead of Rs. 150 exclusively set apart for myself. For the anniuil 
Hindu feasts, viz., Deepavally and Shunkeranthy, I have not assigned a 
pie in my schedule, owing to want of funds, but it is well known in India 
that these feasts are grandly celebrated even by poor persons of an ordi¬ 
nary Hindu family. I am not able to provide means to keep up my 
birthday on which occasion I used to put on new clothes, give donations 
to Brahmins and Pagodas and feed my relatives, dependents and my 
Palace servants. Such a custom still prevails in the families of Princes 
and Nobles and is observed even by men of high rank and position. I 
have adhered to the custom from my early years. When tlie Schedule 
arrangement was in force, I was allowed Rs. 375 for these items of ex¬ 
penditure under the head, “ Birthday of the Jaghirdar.” For the annual 
ceremonies of my parents and other relatives, I have allotted only Rs. 
140 against Es. 280 a year wdiioh I had spent prior to the date of distribu¬ 
tion of the lump pension. I have enumerated all these with a view^ to 
convince your Excellency’s Government of my present miserable circum¬ 
stances and the worse future state 1 would be placed in after giving 
away Rs. 1,000 for the support of my sons’ wives. It is worthwhile to 
note that the Political Agent himself has most emphatically admitted in 
para 2 of his report to Government that he cut the Jaghirdar down rather 
too closely in several items to the advantage of his sons. 

13. I beg to take the liberty of pointing out that the income derived 
in money from the resumed Jaghir was, according to the Administration 
Report of the Pudukota State for Fusli 1291 (1881-82), Rs. 50, 532 as 
per statement below;— 






VtJTirt'MS. 

Eevenhe. 



Bs. 

(1) 

Vadakadoo 

5,515 


Sembottoor 

7,073 

(B) 

Varput 

. 6,916 

(4) 

Tirukolumboor 

... ... 4,762 

(5; 

Edayathoor ... 

. 3,280 

(6| 

Arooinbalmu ... 

. ... 5,432 

P) 

Pilyoor 

9,802 

p) 

Kellayoor 

.. 5,653 

{'J) 

Madianalloor ,.. 

. 2,099 



Total... 50,532 


The increase under Teeravaput, viz., Rs. 127,807 during the succeed¬ 
ing two years (as noted in the Administration ReportsJ was ‘‘owing chiefly 
to the penimnent money settlement» of the villages of the resumed 
Western Palace Jaghir which in the previous year were settled on one 
yearns lease. Hence the aggregate incoixio of the Jaghir villages exclu¬ 
sive of the pagoda village income plus the proposed or expected income 
under the Inam settlement, is nearly Rs. 78,389. 

14. The pension that has been settled in perpetuity for the main- 
tenanee of the Western Palace Family is only the Jaghir in another form. 
In my letter to the Sirkole I have described the schedule submitted to 
him at his request at the outset for Rs. 30,000, a year exclusive of extra¬ 
ordinary charges, as a “Temporary” one. The vSirkele cut down the 
several parts of my scheduled expenditure and fixed the amount at 
Rs. 15,000, on the plea that he was not aware of the actual income of the 
Jaghir, which, I believe, he has stated in his report. He has also reserved 
an ample margin for the many and urgent purposes of the family. But 
I regret I have been put to irksome restrictions. The Sirkele who 
strongly assnre<l or rather infused in me the bright hope of doing good to 
mo without prejudice to the right of my sons to succeed to the possession 
of the patrimonial Estate after me, has not only brought on its permanent 
resumption^ but also withheld from me even the payments of reasonable 
extraordinary charges and left me to labour under a very narrow scale 
of expenditure. 

15. The Political Agent, Mr. Willock, has observed in his report to 
Government, dated 6tb November 1888, No. 311, Political, to the effect 
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that he desired to “ substitute consolidated annual allowances for the 
disputable pension of extraordinary expenses,” but as the extensive re¬ 
pairs to the Western Palace had swollen to a considerable suin^ that he 
abandoned the idea. 1 beg to say that the Palaee and its premises have 
become the State Property. I am entitled to occupy the building as 
well as my successor. A reference to the late Political Agent, the 
Hon’ble D. Arbnthnott’s letter No. 270, dated 23rd August 1873, will 
clearly show that the Palace was the Jaghir property and as such was 
not alienable by the holder of the Estate for the time being nor answera¬ 
ble for his private debts. As the Palace belongs, to the State, the suin 
spent on its repair, however large it may be, cannot go to put me out of 
the enjoyment of certain special charges appertaining to my individual 
interest or personal benefit. This is one of the many instances in which 
unfortunately for mo the Dewan has tahen some untenable ground or 
other to withhold from mo the benefits to which I am entitled by birth 
and position. 

16. I beg to say that it was the Sirkele of the Pudukota Rajah 
with whom I was not on friendly terms that pro- 
Kxtraci from the Order pog^d the absolute resumption of my Jaghir while 
Imlia* dtdod* 17tli Sep- I was not to blame for actions for which I was hold 
datod^'lnd responsible on account of the extravagance of my 
October isso. ^ ^ father. It was the Sirkele that had placed me 

2 *lt is observed that under the most irritating and injurious shedule 
‘SrS-AJS™ tor the post eight years. The •orfract 

which will to some extent, niaroinally reproduced will strongly testiry to ni} 
ray*%7rlcfs:p“p allegation. It was the Dewan-Regent’s undue 
interference both in the expenditure of my poor 
pension and in the affairs purely of a domestic 
nature, that has given birth to bitter enmity and 
discontent and disputes in the Western Palace 
Family and deprived me of the privileges peculiar 
to my position as the Jaghirdar and Head of the 
Family. On one occasion the Dewan-Regent stopped the feeding 
expenses of my ponies as well as the allowance of Rs. 15 assigned to a 
female dependent of mine, alleging that the prices of grains had exorbi¬ 
tantly risen and that the funds available for such expenses were therefore 
reduced in amount. I complained to the Political Agent, Mr.H. R. Farmer, 
acrainst the action of the Dewan-Regent. The Political Agent found, on 
a”reference to the price lists published in the Pudukota Gazette, that the 


which the Dewan has 
hitherto maintained over 
the Jaghirdar’s household. 

3. In rt^ply to his Me¬ 
morials, the Jaghirdar 
should be intormod that 
these orders have the ap¬ 
proval of the G-ovemor- 
General in Council. 


jimnicated to the Do wan 
Regent by D. O. letter my 
opinion on certain points 
connected with your com- 
plaint, and I have no 
doubt but that full con¬ 
sideration will bo given 
thereto. 


Dewan-Regent’s allogafcioa or rather report had not been based on gootl 
grounds. Or in other words ho discovered no variations in the prices of 
grara and paddy. Hence he wrote to Government and accorded ftiir 
justice. Under the regime of the Dewan-Regent, I was on one occasion 
obliged to stand in awe of being disgraced and dragged to a Criminal 
Court in a false case of petty assault preferred against mo and my 
younger son and four others, by a private tutor under the instigation of 
my elder son and his mother. Had not the Political Agent, Mr. Willock, 
to whom full particulars of the case were repre- 
exercised the special authority (as will 
April 1888, to the W, P. appear from the marginally noted letter to the 
^Thave however com- Jaghirdar) Conferred on him by the decision of the 
Government of India, dated 17th September 1886, 
embodied in G. 0., dated 2nd October 1886, wo 
would have certainly felt the disgrace and been ex¬ 
posed to trouble. The Political Agent, Mr. Willook, 
in dealing with the views taken by the Dewan- 
Regent regarding the division of the pension, has 
noted down in the report No. 311, dated 6th November 1888 to Govei'ii- 
ment, that the Dewan-Regent has done no justice to the Jaghirdar in 
fixing Rs. 3,000 a year for his share. Mr. Willock has also observed 
therein that the Dowan-RegenPs proposals with reference to the allotment 
of Rs. 3,000 were in direct opposition to the benefits which the Jaghirdar 
was then enjoying. From the Political Agent s report, I further gather 
that with regard to the supply of horses and carriages, the Dowan-Kegent 
was acting against the wording of his letter No. 43, dated 23rd hebiaiary 
1881, It was proposed by the Dewan-Regent that the vehicles should 
be purchased from the surplus of the family inaiutenance, but Mr. 
lock, on a reference to the Dewan-Regeut’s letter, discovered the true 
meaning and recommended the purchase of horses and carriages from 
State funds. What 1 have so far described, 1 believe, will certainly and 
strongly prove to your Excellency in Council how’^ the Dewan-Regent 
was disposed towards me and at whose hands I obtained fair justice. All 
my efforts in the right direction have not only eclipsed and embittered 
the feelings of the Dewan-Regent, but has also infused in him a strong 
bent to battle against all my present and future prospects. 

17. The Dewan-Regent seems to be actuated by the principle that 
my reduced allowance would do for my mainteoance. According to 
theory, so far a8 bar© sustenance is considorecl, an obscure hut and a little 



money monthly to purchase provisions absolutely necessary may Jo to 
keep body and soul together. But that is not the principle on which the 
Western Palace has been maintained. The very existence of the Jaghir 
for the maintenance of the Western Palace shews that the ancestors of the 
PuJukota Ra] intended that that scion of the Rajah’s Family should be 
maintained in a manner suitable to the dignity of the State, The Rajah 
has not coveted the emoluments of the Jaghir. The creditors of the 
Jaghirdar, my late father, are not being paid out of the emoluments to 
any large extent. Yet the allowance now granted to the family is highly 
divSproportionate to the amount originally intended and set apart for it. 
Has the British Government curtailed or the Political Agent? No. It is 
the l)ewan-Regent that has done it. His standard of subsistence for 
Princes and Noblemen cannot be depended upon. It is Princes and 
Nobles as your Excellency in Council and others are, that must with a 
sympathetic heart note the wants of similar individuals and families and 
do justice. Further I find myself in a very peculiar situation in the State 
of Pudukota. I can go to no Court of Justice on matters like this. The 
Political Agent and your Excellency in Council are the only authorities 
I can go to. I therefore most respectfully pray that your Excellency in 
Council will bo pleased to consider all the facts and circumstances set 
forth in this memorial and considering the present share of Pension is 
insufiicient and no extraordinary expenses have been paid for, your Ex¬ 
cellency will be pleased to fix a certain sum, say Rs. 30,000 for the use 
of all the members of the Family of the Western Palace, 

18. Should your Excellency, on a reference to the Dewan-Regent, 
be informed that the other members have not come in for any increase, 
your Excellency will consider the fact that I as the present Head of the 
Family have to represent the whole family and as such am entitled to ask 
for an increase of provision to the whole Branch. 

19. Should your Excellency be of opinion that the claim of the 
other members need not be considered at present, I beg your Excellency 
will be graciotisly pleased to consider the necessity I labour under, and 
grant me a pension of Rs, 1.5,000 a year to bo enjoyed (the present annual 
income of the Jaghir being over and above 70,000 rupees^ by me as long 
as I should live. Now I am about 49 vears of ao-e. 

For which acl of kindness and justice, I shall, as in duty bound, 
ever pray, 

Madras, 23rd March 1839. (Signed) Rathakristua Tondimun Sahib, 
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Political Department. 
Proceedings of the Madras Government. 

Bead the following petition from the Western Palace Jaghirdar, 
Pudnkota Stat^, dated 23rd March 1889. 

Order dated 6th May 1889, No. 219. 

The memorialist will be informed that the Government is unable to 
entertain either of his requests. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed)-—----- 

Under Secretary P. W. D. 

for Chief Secretary. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Extraordinary Expenses. 

The Can vary Bath. 

It is evident from G. 0. No. 261 dated 14th May 1881, that the 
State should accept the obligation of providing suitably for Reasonable 
Extraordinary Expenses of the Western Palace Family. The Jaghirdar 
applied to the Dewan-Regent for a grant of Rs. 225 under the Extraor¬ 
dinary item on account of a trip to Trichinopoly, 32 miles olfthe town of 
Pudiikota, for taking a bath in the Akunda Cauvary during the sacred 
Tamil month of lyippese. A reply was received from him to the effect 
that, when a trip of this sort was proposed in 1883 and special sanction 
applied for, it was refused. Consequently the Jaghirdar appealed to the 
Political Agent. After hearing from the Dew^an-Regent, Mr, W. P, 
Austin, the then Political Agent, requested orders of Government as to 
whether the sum of Rs. 225 asked by the Jaghirdar fell under Reason¬ 
able Extraordinary expenses ’’ under the terms of G. 0. No. 261 dated 
14th May 1881. The Goverment of Madras communicated in its order, 
17th December 1886, No. 1061 Mis. that the Dewan-Regent’s view 
should be deferred to in this matter.” 

Dissatisfied with such a decision the Jaghirdar addressed the follow- 
ing appeal to the Government of India which announced that it saw no 
reason to interfere with the orders passed by the Government of Madras, 





To 


Ex<:5ellon(^.y the Viceroy and 

GoVernor**6eiieral of India. 

The Humble Memorial of Radba- 
kristna Tondiman Sahib, Western 
Palace Jaghirdar, Pndukota. 

Eespectfnlly Sheweth, 

1 atn the only cotisin of His Highness the late Rajah and uncle to 
His Highness the minor Rajah of Piidukota. 

2. In 1881, my hereditary Jaghir producing an antnial income of 
78,339 Rupees, as stated in the Administration Report of Pudukota, was 
absolutely resumed as an act of state contrary to my appeal, and an 
annual pension according to a Schedule of ordinary expenses aggregating 
in round numbers Rupees i 5,000 a year has been granted for iamily 
inaintenanco under the order of the Government of Madras No. 261^ dated 
14th May 1881. 

3, It has been clearly statml therein that the State should accept 
the obligation of providing suitably for reasonable extraordinary expenses, 

4, Ever since the resumption of my Estate, I have not drawn for 
my sole benefit or self interest more than Rupees 400, out of which 
Rupees 300 was appropriated tor a suit of clothes to be worn during His 
Excellency the late Governor's visit to this capihil and Rupees 100 for 
the performance of funeral rites appertaining to fhe death of the late 
Rajah. 

5. During the past 5 years, the Dewan-Regent has purchased a 
Phaeton, a Carriage, a pair of Australian mares, aud a pair of Ponies for 
the common use of my family. He has purchased an old building for Rs. 
2,300, spent Rs. 3,000 for the erection of compound walls and set apart 
Rs. 15.000 for the repair of my Residence ; besides, the State has defrayed 
the marriage expenses of my eldest son and Rs. 6,500 for miscellaneous 
items of charges. The amount of pension disbursed for the last 5 years for 
family maintenance comes up to 75,000 Rupees. In all, an outlay of about 
1 22,300 Rupees has been met for so long a period from the State Trea¬ 
sury which receives in coin each year three-fourths of the revenue of mjr 
Jaghir villages, the residue having been allotted for the yearly mainte¬ 
nance and miscellaneous items of expenditure. There can be no shadow 
of doubt as to any fluctuation or decrease in the annual revenue of 78,339 
Rupees, inasmuch as all the villages have been assessed after the Ryot- 
wary system. 
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6. Here I beg to point out another question which the Dewan- 
Regent may urge on behalf of the unsecured creditors whose liabilities 
amount to 31,089 Rupees. In their order No. 25, dated the 12th January 
1881, the Government ot Madras have stated that, with regard however 
to the unsecured debts the amount of which is comparatively small and 
to the fact that the usual contributions from the State Treasury for the 
expenses of the Jaghirdar’s marriage were withheld which was apparent¬ 
ly the main cause of the Jaghinlar’s incurring this* portion of the debts, 
the Government are [)repared to consider whether the State might not 
settle with these creditors on reasonable terms. In reply, the Dewan- 
Regent has reported that if for tender considerations naturally due to 
unsecured creditors, any payment, however small, is deemed necessary, 
it should assume the shape of an act of grace and not of obligation. In 
another place he has remarked that he could not formulate the adjust¬ 
ment of the claims of simple bond-holders as part and parcel of the act 
of resumption of the Jaghir, but simply as an act of grace, for they have 
no manner of claim on the income of the Jaghir. Notwithstanding such 
arguments of the Dewani-Regent with the Government, he has set apart 
Rs. 10,000 this year for them and in two years their dues will be totally 
cleared. But at present the surplus revenue of the Jaghir accumulates 
more or less to a lac and a half of rupees. 

7. Such being the case, on the 21st October 1886 I asked the De- 
wan-Regent to sanction Rupees 225 under extraordinary expenses fbr a 
short religious trip to Trichinopoly which is 33 miles off the town of Pu- 
dukota. I did not apply for my Table expenses and the feeding of the Ponies 
that generally follow me whithersoever I go, as there are provisions in the 
ordinary schedule, but for the following expenses I required 225 Rupees. 

1. For donations to Brahmins before and after my 7 p n n 

religious bath in the Cauvary. j 

2. For anointing the deities in the temples at Sree- ^ 

rungum, Thiruvanakavul, and Trichinopoly f p 45 n 0 
Rock Fort and pronouncing the designations C 
of these deities. J 

3. Hire for common carts conveying iny articles, 

provisions, culinary vessels, beds and other (p 11 : a a 
things from Pudukota to Trichinopoly and r ^ 

back. J 

4. For 4 pairs of bulls drawing my conveyance J 

from and to, the differeent stages to Trichino- VRs.20 0 0 
poly and back. J 

Carried over...Rs.ll0 0 0 
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Brottghfc forward...Tis.llO 0 0 

Batta to servants, cooks and grooms driritig my I ^ q q 
sojourn for ton days at Trichinopoly. J 

Trairiage to Akunda (Janvaiy and back, .v ^ 

tance of ten miles from Trichinopoly ) 

Total lis. 225 0 0 

8 . In roply the Dewaii-Regent informed me that in 1883 a trip of 
this sort was proposed and special sanction applied for, and refused by 
the then Political Agent, Mr. Sowell, and that the present req nest being 
of a similar nature, it could not he acquiesced in; hut 1 heg to mention 
that that proposal was altogether a different one, since 1 then wished to 
spend with my whole family a couple of months or so at Trichinopoly 
for the purpose of consoling their hearts absorbed in sorrow on account 
of the loss of my only daughter. On the other hand, the religious 
journey in question has been sanctioned by Hindu custom and Sastruin. 

9. Last year, His Highness the late Rajah being allowed pocket 
allowance of Rs. 2,500 per inensem, made a trip to Trichinopoly, Madura 
and other places, with a special sanction of Rs. 8,500 for the purpose of 
going through certain religious ceremonies at Trichinopoly and for light¬ 
ing a lac of lamps for Karticay in the famous Meenatcliy Temple at 
Madura. Even officers that are deputed to go on circuit or to repair to 
the hills of Ooty with the Governor of Madras possess the privilege of 
receiving batta in addition to their fixed salaries. It is exceedingly sur¬ 
prising that the poor pittance of Rs. 225 required by me for a short reli¬ 
gious trip to Trichinopoly on such important occasions a Kadarnugum 
and Karticay should have lieen refhsed by the Government of Madras 
even after a reference having been made to them by the Political Agent, 
as intimated in his letter No* 282 addressed to jne on the 30th November 
1886* 

10 . An early reply not having been received on the subject, I 
addressed the Political Agent to write to Government for orders, but on 
the 4th December 1886 he replied that he did not consider the matter of 
a suffioient importance to wire to Government about it, having already 
written to them. Further he stated that if I liked, I could go on the trip 
at my own expense and if Government sanctioned the amount, it might 
be afterwards refunded to me. 

11 . From the preceding two paragraphs, it is obvious that, contrary 
to tho views of the Dewan-Regent, the Political Agent has thought it 
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that the sum of Rs, 225 falls under “reasonable extraordinary 
expenses.’’ Hud he not arrived at such a conclusion, he could not have 
referred the matter to Government. 

12 . In consequence of complaints preferred against the Dewan- 
llegeiit to higher quarters both in my case and in the interest of the 
State, lie has made it his duty to set at defiance my reasonable requests 
and prejudice my interests. The Government of India in their order 
No. dated, Simla, the 17th September 1886, have observed that 

“ the Government of Madras have issued orders which will to some ex¬ 
tent tend to relax the unnecessarily strict supervision which the Dewan 
has hitherto maintained over the Jaghirdar’s household,” but I regret to 
say that various evils have subsequently arisen in consequence of the 
Dewan-Regent’s direct and indirect influence with the members of my 
family w’^ho all lean towards him as he holds the reins of my household 
expenditure, as well as with the silver smiths who have handed over the 
newly made silver vessels to the late Manager who received them after 
his dismissal under promise of paying the balance of hire and wlio has 
got them in his possession up to this day in lieu of the pay unjustly 
ordered by the Dewan-Regent. Also the merchant contractors who had 
bound themselves for advances received by agreements executed in due 
course during the tenure of the office of the late Manager to supply the 
household wants have been actuated both by the Dewan-Regent and the 
late Manager not to act up to the terms of such agreements or contracts 
and at rlie same time not to appear before the new Manager whose nomina¬ 
tion the Dewan-Regent has approved of. I have represented these evils 
through the Political Agent to the Government of Madras in an Appeal 
and a Supplement respectively dated 17th September 1886 and 15th 
December 1886 and I await orders thereon. 

13. The most important question that has been appealed to the 
Government of Madras, is whether the dismissed Manager has claims to 
recover Rs. 77 for the number of days he did not work, i. e, from the date 
of dismissal to the date of delivering over charge. The Dewan-Regent 
says that, as he was dismissed without previous notice to himself (Dewan- 
Regent) or the late Manager and as he handed over the charge (no nece¬ 
ssity in fact to do so) on his (Dewan-Regent’s) own order, he should be 
paid, but I object to it on the ground that since the Dewan-Regent had 
abused the power of approval bestowed on him by myself in disposing of 
the complaints preferred against his dependent, the late Manager, I 







removed the Manager from my service, promoted the head gumastah of 
the Manager’s cntchery to his post and informed the matter to the 
Dewan-Regent. Then there arose several disputes. I requested the 
Dewan-Eegont to sho-w me any orders received from the higher authority 
to the effect that I should not dismiss my household Manager without his 
sanction. He made no repiy; in fact, he or the Political Agent was 
obliged to ho silent tillthe 7th .July last, when the Government commu¬ 
nicated to the Political Agent that in future appointments and dismissals 
of servants engaged in carrying out the scheduled expenditure should be 
made by the Jaghirdar and formal approval rests with the Dewan-Regent, 
and that should any difference of opinion arise, it should be decided by 
the Political Agent. While so, the Dewan-Regent ordered the new 
Manager to disburse to the late Manager Rs, 77, being the pay alleged 
to bo due to him for the days that awaited the decision of the higher 
aathrities on the disputed dismissal of the Manager. 1 stopped the pay¬ 
ment and referred the matter to the Political Agent who wrote to the 
Dewan-Regent to give the Manager one half of the pay claimed by him 
and make an amicable settlement, hut on his refusal, he (Political Agent) 
informed me on tho eve of being relieved from liis duty that u seemed to 
him that the best course would be to pay to the late Manager Rs. 77 as 
desired by the Dewan-Regent. Had he not been in a burry to avail 
himself of the leave gazetted, he would not have informed me in that 
manner. The dismissal made by me has not only met with the approval 
of the Political Agent, bat also with that of the Government of Madras 
and tho Government of India. Still the Dewen-Regent desires to patro¬ 
nize the late Manager by paying him Rs. 77 for the days he was out of 
service. He has already employed him as Pagoda Manager on a month¬ 
ly salary of Rs. 50 in spite of two dismissals. 

14, While my present affairs stand as represented above, I regret 
to inform your Excellency that in respect of the sum of Rs. 225 requested 
under extraordinary expenses for a short religious trip, the Government 
of Madras have declared by Order No. lOfil dated the 17th December 
1886 that “the Dewan-Regenfs view should be deferred to.” Ihougb 
it has been embodied in tho Proceedings of the Government of India 
dated the 17th December 1886, that “.special reference has been 
made to the duty of tho Political Agent carefully to look after the 
interests of the Chiefs family,” the members of the Rajah’s family are 
all now fully convinced that no good results from the Political Agent s 




229 



supervision and that the Dewan-Regeut is much encouraged in his own 
ways and views. 

15. As my eJagliir has been resumed as an acfc of state for no fault 
of mine, I respectfully implore your Excellency iivCouncil will be graci¬ 
ously pleased to order the following items to be sanctioned under the 
terms of the G. 0. No. 2G1 dated the 14th May 1881. Unless the terms 
reasonable extraordinary expenses’’ tlierein contained are defined, I 
will derive no advantage under the regime of the Dewan-Regent who is 
always at variance with me. For which act of justice 1 shall, as in duty 
bound, ever pray. 

(a) Occasional short religious trips. 

(/>) A pilgrimage to Benarese and Bama.swarum in my 
life time. 

(c) Special Religious performances. 

{il) Auspicious and inauspicious events. 

(^) Carriages, Horses, and Bulls. 

(/) Repair of Palace and other buildings, if necessary. 

{g) Special visits, (when invited), to the Princes of Her 
Gracious Maje.sty the Queen-Empress of India, 
Governors and Viceroys, 

(/i) Unexpected special occurrences. 


Pudukota, 


) 


13th January. 1887. f 


(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiinan Sahib. 


The late Rajah’s Funeral Expenses. 

His Highness Rajah Ramachandra Tondimau Bahadur, step-brother 
to the Western Palace Jaghirdar, having died in April 1886, the Jaghir- 
dar applied for extra grant of money for the performance of ceremonie.s 
consequent on the death in question. The following correspondence will 
show what passed on the subject between the Jaghirdarand the Political 
Agent and the final decision arrived at thereon : — 

10th August 1886. 

To Henry Richard Farmer B.sq.. 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

fe>ir, -1 have the honor to bring to your kind notice that, in reply to 
my yadasts Nos. 10 and 11 dated 19th April and 28th April 1886 asking 
the Dewan-Regent to disburse the sum of Rs. 94-9-0 from the State 
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sxiry for the extraordinary expense of performing, according to Hindu 
Sastriim and onstom, certain ceremonies relative to the death of His late 
Highness, I was informed by yadhasts Nos. 8f) and 38 dated respectively 
28th April and 3rd May 1886 that he had written about it to you for 
sanction; that, if the uioney he urgently required, he (D# R.) worrld write 
to the Manager to advaueo it from the surplus of this palace ; and that, 
if you refused to accord sanctioiu he would let me know 'W’hether the 
amount should be deducted from my pocket allowance or it should be 
entered under the item of expenditure from the cash balance. 

2 . On receipt of the said yadasts 1 wrote to the Dewan-Regent 
stating that his order was not required to spend my cash balance. 

3. As sanction w^as even then delayed, I wired to you on the 28th 
April 1886, but no reply was received. Thereupon I made my own 
arrange men ts to defray the necessary expenses. I bought a pair of 
female cloths and pieces of mnll cloths for the two Ranee Sabibahs and 
performed the other ceremonies after the usual manner. If you require 
a detailed account of expenditure, I am ready to submit one. 

4. Being informed that the Dewan-Begent had received your sanc¬ 
tion for the disbursement of Rs. 100, I addressed him on the 6th May 
last requesting liim to hand over the money to me, so that I might at once 
repay what I had already spent. The Dowan-Regont has until now been 
altogether silent on the subject. 

5. Consequently 1 request you will be pleased to instruct theDewan- 
Regent to pass orders to (lisburse the sanctioned amount from the State 
Treasury. 

fSigned) Bathakristna Toudiman Sahib. 

No. 191 Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 31st August 1886. 

To M. H. Ry. Rathakristna Toudiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir, — With reference to your letter of the 10th Instant, I have the 
honor to state that the Dewan-Regent informs me that he has no objec¬ 
tion to disbursing the uinoiint of Rs. 100 therein referred to as a separate 
charge and that he has issued orders accordingly. 

(Signed) II. R. Farmer, 

Political Agent, 


Wliat has been said and done is a clear indication of the way of 
obtaining’ redress at the hands of the Political Agent. The Jaghirdar was 
paid Rs. 40 as an extraordinary charge for the death of His Highness the 
late Bajah’s Senior Ranee Sahiba which event had occurred in 1888. 

In the year 1891, the Junior Ranee Sahiba of His late Highness died. 
The Jaghirdar similarly received a sum of Rs. 40 as an extraordinary 
charge for the performance of certain ceremonies in consequence of the 
death in question. 

A certain dispute arose between the Jaghirdar and the ex-Dowan- 
Regont concerning a certain item of extraordinary expenditure required 
by the former for the celebration of a sacred ceremony called Punch 
Utchra Upeidasum intended for purifying his soul. It was then announ¬ 
ced by the Dewan-Regent in his yarlhast No. 92 of 8th August 1889 that, 
the terms, Reasonable Extraordinary Expenses, were distinctly defined 
on each occasion and that in the main such terms first included “marriage 
and other extraordinary domestic events’’ and finally it was settled that 
reasonable extraordinary expenses referred to “ marriages and deaths. ” 
Repair of the Palace ” and “ carriage. With these remarks we close 
this part. 

Kathakuruchi Funeral Expenses. 

In July 1892, the Jaghirdar’s nephew died in his village situated 8 
miles away from the town of Pudukota. No sooner did the Jaghirckr 
receive intimation of the sad news than he wrote to the Dewan-Regent 
and requested him to pay for the funeral expenses. Here is the Jaghir- 
dar’s letter to the Dewan-Regent, 

28th July 1892. 

To The Dewan-Regent. 

Dear Sir,—I deeply regret to inform you that my nephew, Qanaga- 
sabapathy Poniiicondar, died in Kathakuruchi last night. 

It is necessary that I should attend the funeral. I must start now 
with a pair of shawls and muslin. Please order immediate payment of 
Rs. 35 for the purchase of the articles. I shall soon submit a list for 
future expenses and hope you will kindly sanction them. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

The Dewan-Regent refused the Jaghirdar’s request and invited his 
attention to the following demi-official notes addressed to him on the 


^^Sicasion of the death of the Jaghirdar’s brother4n-law (the husband of 
the Jaghirdar’s own sister) and father of the deceased. 

28th July 1892. 

Dear Sir,—Your note announcing the death of your nephew Kana- 
gasabapathy Fonnikondar at Katbakiiruchi to hand. 

In re payment of R/. 35 and other expenses alluded to, the occur¬ 
rence is certainly not one for which extraordinary charges were intended 
vide my 1). 0. to you of the 11th November 1888. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri. 

D. 0. of the 11th November 1888. 

Dear Sir,—Your note announcing old Ponnikondar’s death at 
Kathakuruchi to hand. I do not think the occurrence is one for which 
Extraordinary Charge.s” were intended. I must therefore hesitate to 
sanction any sum out of the schedule or outside the schedule. But I 
shall have no objection, if you are in need of money, to order an advance 
of lis. 50 out of savings or other funds in the hands of the Manager who 
has been instructed accordingly. In baste. 

(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri. 

^ISSS 8 A. M. 

My Dear Sir,—Your yadasts Nos. 30 and 31 to hand. I don’t think 
1 shall be justified in sanctioning Hs. 180 or anything like it, as ‘‘Extra¬ 
ordinary charges ” on account of your father-in-law’s death as informed 
in my last note. Rs. 50 have been placed at your disposal for the pur¬ 
pose, and this is the utmost that can be sanctioned; the precedents quoted 
do not apply to the present case. 

(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri. 

I have replied this demi-officially^ as you seemed to be waiting. 

(Sd) A. S* 

The Jaghirdar on receipt of the above notes applied for more money, 
But the Dewan-Regent refused and wrote thus:— 

13—11—1888 10 A. M. 

My dear Sir,^—Your yadhast No. 32. to hand just now. I can 
sanction no more, out of the Rs. 50 disbursed yesterday, a balance of Ri. 
10 or thereabout ought to have been left, which should suffice to meet 
the petty fees of the religious rite of Shavarattiurpanum. 

(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri. 
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Dissatisfied with the Dewun-llegent’s views or decisions with refer¬ 
ence to the extraordinary funeral /charges applied for, the Jaghirdar 
addressed the following to the Political Agent:- 

m ,n. r, AugUSt 1892 

To The Political Agent. 

Sir,—I have the honor to announce the death of my nephew, Gana- 
gasabapathy Ponnikondar, in a village named Kathakuruchi, which sad 
event occurred on the 28th Ultimo. 

2. As soon as I received intimation of it, I at once wrote demi- 
officially to the Dewan-Regent asking him to order immediate payment 
of Rs. 85 for a pair of shawls and muslin cloth. 

d. The Hindu custom and the relationship existing between myself 
and the deceased put mo to the necessity of proceeding to Kathakuriche 
with the mourning garb for the purpose of throwing a pair of shawls and 
some quantity of rice on the corpse. 

4. In reply to the said demi-official letter, I was informed that in re 
payment of Rs. 35 and other expenses therein alluded to, the occur¬ 
rence was not one for which extraordinary charges were intended, vide 
copy of the Dewan-Eegont’s demi-official note to my address. 

6. It will appear from the copy of the Dewan-Regent’s demi-official 
letter alluded to, that he refers to his demi-official of the llth November 
1888, a copy of which is herewith forwarded, and negatives my request 
tor Rs. 35, the price of a pair of shawls and muslin cloth. 

6. The Dewan-Regent’s letter referred to in his note of the 28th 
ultimo contains the intimation that he did not think the occurrence was 
one for which “ Extraordinary charges ” were intended and that he 
therefore hesitated to sanction any sum out of the schedule or outside the 
schedule, but that he had no objection, if I stood in need of money, to 
order an advance of Rs. 50 out of savings or other funds in the hands of 
the Western Palace Manager. 


7. It is evident from the precedents noted below that the State had 
defrayed extraordinary charges and that the Dewan-Regent’s refusal to 
pay for my brother-in-law’s (my own sister’s husband) funeral ceremony 
under extraordinary items is not justifiable inasmuch as the State 
has accepted the obligation of providing suitably for reasonable extraor¬ 
dinary expenses in accordance with the terms of the G. 0. of the 14th 
May 1881. 
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Extraordinary expenses. 

For tlie visit of H. E. Grant Diiflf, the late Governor p rra q a 
of Madras, vide letter No. 9 of 26—1—86 
For the death of the Western Palace Jaghirdar’s mi¬ 
nor daughter 

vide letter No. 10 of 5-^3—84 
For the death of H. H. the late Rajah of Piidiikota \ 100 0 0 

vide letter No. 94 of 28—8—86 X 

For the death of H. H. the Senior Ranee Sahiba. | q q 

vide letter No. 93 of 8—7—88 X ” 

For the death of H. E. the Junior Ranee Sahiba. 1 40 0 0 

vide letter No. 20 of 17-—1—91 j 

For the attack of small-pox upon the Western Palace | |qq q q 
J aghirdar’s two sons, vide letter No. 44 of 14-11-84 j ” ' 

8 . It is embodied in general terms in the said G. 0. that the State 
should pay for reasonable extraordinary expenses. 

9 . In 1888 iny<brother-in-law died and when I wrote to the Dewan- 
Regent about the funeral expense which 1 was bound to incur owing to 
iny close relationship with the deceased, he communicated demi-oflScially 
to me that he didn’t think he would be justified iu sanctioning under 
extraordinary charges, but suhsequent oointnunications have defined, as is 
admitted in the Dewan-Regent’s yadhast No. 92 of 8-8-89, that expenses 
for marriages, deaths, palace repairs, carriages and other extrsordinary 
dome, tic events have been brought under reasonable extraordinary items. 

10 . 1 think it may not be out of place to state that the Dewan- 
Regent was on bad terms with me, when I was bitterly complaining to 
Government against the most oppressive and tyrannical system of mana¬ 
gement over the Tondiman family under the Dewan-Regent’s direct con¬ 
trol and supervision. It was at that time my brother-in-law died and so the 
Dewan-Regent refused to pay me for the funeral ceremonies from the State. 
The schedule system was entirely done away with from the 1st January 
1889 (vide G. 0. of the 11th December 1888) though the Dewan-Regent 
ditfered from the Political Agent in his views. To satisfy his grudge and 
harm my interest, the Dewan-Regent commnnicated to the Political 
Agent that the surplus then in existence should be divided among the 
members of the Western Palace Family after the provision of a few neoes- 
aairy articles to place the two sons and wives on an equal footing. But Mr. 
Willock set forth in paras 5 and 8 ot his letter to Government, dated 6th 
November 1888 No. 311, that “the articles in question will have to be 
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provided bjr tbe State.” The Dewan-Ilegent wa$ wrong in his views in 
stating “ that extraordinary expenses should include only the coat of ne¬ 
cessary ceremonies on the occasion of nif^rriages and deaths,” but in para 
4 of his letter No.. 43, dated 23rd February 1881, be distinctly referred 
to marriages, repairs of palace, piircbase of cariag^s, horses, etc., as fall-* 
ing within the definition of exiraordiriary charges. Farther I am to state 
that Mr. Willoek felt compelled to differ from the Dewan-Regent on 
pernsal of his ( D. R’s.) demi-official letter to me which I had sent him in 
original (copy safely preserved) at his request. 

Here is a translation of the Dewan-Regont’s yadast 

No. 92. Received your yadhast No. 73 of 19-6-89 and tbe reminder 
yadhast No. 3 of 5-8-89 thereto. Yon are aware of all correspondence. 
Reasonable extraordinary expenses have been distinctly defined on each 
occasion. In the main by reasonable extraordinary expenses are meant 
marriages and other extraordinary domestic events; subsequently marri¬ 
ages and deaths, repair of the palace, & carriages have been stated to have 
been brought under the extraordinary item. It does not appear that there 
is room to admit all those that do not fall within this definition * * * as 
extraordinary 

8—8—92 (Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri. 

11. I therefore beseech you will be good enough to consider over 
the facts embodied in paras 7, 8, 9 and 10 of this letter and pass fawur- 
able orders for the payment of Rs. 114 (as shown below) for the several 
ceremonies of my nephew under extraordinary charges. 

1st day of death for a pair of shawls and muslin cloth—Rs. 35 

15th do. „ do. for a woman cloth te put round the ) ^. 

neck of the deceased’s wife J 

16th do, „ or last day of death when tally will be 1 
taken off her neck J 

17th do. of death for oil bathing, food, cloth, etc. 35 

Total Rs. 114 
(Signed) Ilathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

The Political Agent replied thus :— 

Office of the Political Argent for Pudukota. 

Trichinopoly, 10th October 1892. 


No- 36/1018. 



To 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,-—With reference to your letter No. dated 3rd August 1892, I 
have the honor to inform you that the Dewan-Regent tells me that he 
has already paid Rs. 500 towards the funeral expenses of Ganagasaba- 
pathy Ponnikondar, which appears to be a sufficient grant, 

(Signed) W. H. Welsh, 

Political Agent. 

Then the Jaghirdar wTote as follows 

3rd November 1892 

To W. H. Welsh Esquire., 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

Sir,—With reference to iny letter dated 3rd August 1892 asking for 
payment of different items of funeral expenses incurred on account of the 
death of my nephew, Ganagasabapathy Ponnikondar at Kathakuruohi, I 
have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your reply of the 10th 
October 1892 convoying to mo the intimation that the Dewan-Regent 
told you that he had already paid Rs. 500 towards the funeral expenses 
of Ganagasabapathy Ponnikondar, which appears to be a sufficient grant. 

2. As r have already quoted precedents in the margin of my letter 
of the above date ('3rd August last) and shown to your entire satisfaction 
that the tcrpis,—Reasonable Extraordinary expenses—embodied in the 
Government order of the 14tli May 1881, include also deaths as defined 
by the Dewan-Regent in his yadast dated 8th August 1889 written sub¬ 
sequent to tlio death of the deceased’s father, Krishnaswamy Ponnikondar 
of Kathakuruchi, I beg leave to mention that the Dewan-Regent cannot 
but admit that the funeral expenses of my deceased nephew fall within 
the definition of Extraordinary charges. 

3 . I am really surprised to note the ambiguous terms in which he 
(D. R.) has told you about the grant of Rs. 500 towards the funeral ex- 
p,onses of the said deceased Ganagasabapathy Ponnikondar. It is a well- 
known or rather an indisputable fact that the State has not paid mo a 
single pie for the funeral expenses which I was bound by custom, caste, 
and close blood-relationship to defray. 

4. It is nothing but the outcome of ill-feelings that have sprung 
up between myself and the Dewan-Regent owing to various causes, that 
has induced the latter to represent matters in such a light as to negative 
or refuse my reasonable request. I have often carried bitter complaints 
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against him and he has not often failed to prejudice the minds of some 
Political Agents against me and jeopardise my interests. Records in the 
Political Agent^s Office will bear out my allegation. 

5. Owing to blood connection and nearness of relationship of H. H. 
the late Rajah with the deceased Granagasabapatby Ponnikondar whose 
father’s sister's aunt was the mother of the adoptive father of His High¬ 
ness the present minor Rajah of Piidukota, the State undertook to spend 
Rs. 500 (the sum mentioned by the Dewan-Regent) towards the funeral 
rites of my deceased nephew. In this State it is a common custom to pay 
Rs. 3 or 5 from charity fund when the death of an individual is made 
known to the Sirkar. That custom lias been in force from time imme¬ 
morial and is in vogue up to the present date. But wdien the blood- 
relative of the Ruler dies, it is incumbent on the State to have the funeral 
ceremonies celebrated at its expense, and so it happened in the case of my 
nephew, 

6 . As the uncle of the deceased nephew', Ganagasabapathy Ponni¬ 
kondar, (the only son of my sister\ 1, in anticipation of your sanction, 
incurred the necessary funeral expenses as shown in my letter dated 3rd 
August 1892. Had I not made the necessary expenses on the occasion, I 
would have been precluded from the society of all my relatives and look¬ 
ed upon as a dead figure. Amidst these circumstances I humbly solicit 
your sanction for the payment of the funeral charges incurred. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

16th January 1893. 

To W. H. Welsh Esquire, 

Political Agent. 

Sir^—Adverting to my letter dated 3rd August 1892, I have the ‘ 
honor to state that the different charges incurred on account of the death 
of my nephew, Ganagasabapathy Ponnikondar at Kathakuruchi have not 
yet been sanctioned and paid to mo by the State though such charges are 
included under reasonable extraordinary items, vide G. 0. of 14th May 
1881 and the Dewan-Regent’s yadast No. 92 dated 8th August 1889. 

2 . In my letter dated 8rd November 1892, which was personally 
handed over to you along with other letters, I have clearly shown that 
the Dewan-Regent has not paid me a pie from the State for the said 
funeral expenses and that he has misled you by representing that ‘‘he has 
paid Rs. 500 which sum was spent by the Sirkar owing to the close 
rektionship between the deceased and the Rajah. 


13fcli March 1893 
33rd March 1893 
19th April 1893 


No. 


To 


3. More than 6 months have elapsed sineo the date of my first 
eommunioation on the subject. 1 solicit you will be graciously pleased to 
order payment according to the list of fjxpenses annexed to my letter of 
3rd August 1892. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiinan Sahib. 

Having failed to get a reply even after several •reminders addressed 
♦lith Febrnary 1893 to the Political Agent, the Jaghirdar forwarded 
a memorial detailing all facts and circumstan-^ 
ces and soliciting early orders of Government 
on the subject. 

The memorial fetched thci following reply from the Political Agentst^^ 
97 -O /606 Office of the Political Agent for Pudukota. 

Trichinopoly, 8th May 1893. 

The Western Palace Jaghirdar, 

Pudukota. 

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, with reference to your rneraop 
rial to Government dated 29th Ultimo which is retained in this office, 
that I have already advised the Dewau-Regept regarding your claim on 
the 27th Ultimo. 

(Signed) W.H. Welsh, 

Political Agent. 

On receipt of the Political Agent’s letter, the Oewan-Regent vras 
addressed. He answered thus 

25 - 5-^98 

Dear Sir,—Your note of the 23rd instant to hand. I hope to be able 
to send soon a final reply to you on the subject of the extra grant foe 
Katliakuruchee funeral. One more reference has to be made to the Politi¬ 
cal Agent. 

(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri. 

The Political Agent was informed of the above reply. 

After the lapse of a fortniglit, the Jaghirdar wrote thus to the De- 
wan-Regent:— 

Dear Sir,—^Your note of the 25th ultimo conveyed tp me that you 
would be able to send me a final reply soon on the subject of the grant 
for Katbaknruohee funeral after making one more reference to the Poli¬ 
tical Agent. 

A fortnight has passed away. Still no reply. I therefore take the 
liberty of reminding and asking you if you have made reference and re¬ 
ceived a reply from the Political Agent. Please enlighten. 

8—6—93. (Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Safiib. 
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The Jaghirdur received the following note from the Dewan-Regent. 

30—6—93. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to your note of the 8th instant on the subject of 
the extra grant for Kathakuriichi faneral, no reply has come yet to my 
last reference to the Political Agent on the subject. 

(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri, 

The Political Agent was twice addressed by letters dated 13th June 
and 12th July 1893. 

On receipt of a G. 0. touching the Kathakuruchi funeral expenses, 
the Political Agent was pleased to intimate thus to the Jaghirdar 

No. 84-0/1073 Office of the Political Agent for Pudukota. 

Trichinopoly, 5th August 1893. 
To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter dated l2th July 18934 have the 
honor to inform you that the Dewan-Regent has been requested to pay 
you the amount of Rs. 114, bping Kathakuruchee funeral charges entailed 
upon yon by the death of your nephew. 

(Signed) W. H. Welsh, 

Political Agent. 

It must be remembered that with so much hubbub about the pay¬ 
ment of a petty funeral expense, the Dewan-Regent was driven to the 
painful necessity of issuing an order for the disbursement of Rs. 114 
from the State Treasury, 

Vehicles and animals. 

While conferring with the Political Agent, Mr. W. A. Willock on the 
question of the scheduled arrangements by which the Jaghirdar's family 
pension was controlled, he learnt that the Political Agent was inclineil 
' to take out nearly Rs. 600 from the aggregate surplus in the Western 
Palace Treasury for purchasing new bulls and carriages for the use of 
the Jaghirdar's ladies and a phaeton and a pony for the use of his junior 
son. But at that time the Jaghirdar did not fail to inform the Political 
Agent that a reference to the D.R’s demi-official letter M'ould show that 
liaiTiagos and horses should be provided by the State under the extraor¬ 
dinary item. 
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The Political Agent was also informed personally that, according to 
the request contained in the Dewan’s letter, the Jaghirdar was obliged to 
frame a schedule of ordinary expenses for the Western Palace Family on 
a moderate scale, leaving ample margin for the purchase of carriages and 
horses. At the request of the Political Agent, a copy of the Dewan^s 
D. 0. letter was forwai’ded for his (P. A’s) perusal though clause (4) 
embodied in his draft of the arrangements of 1888 regarding the aboli¬ 
tion of tbe schedule system announced that the accumulated balance in 
the Western Palace Treasury was to be divided into proportionate shares 
after providing a few necessary articles to place the two sons and wives 
on an equal footing. 

The copy of the Dewan’s demi-official letter induced the Political 
Agent to change his proposed views and write to Government in the fol¬ 
lowing manner: ‘'In clause 4, after the provision of a feio necessary articles 
to place the two sons and wives on an equal footing^ the portion italicised 
will have to bo omitted, as I find that the articles in question will have 
to be provided by the State.” 

Paragraph 8 in the Political Agent’s letter to Government dated the 
6 th November 1888, No. 311, also contains the following information :— 
With regard to Paragraph 3 of G. 0. dated 24th July 1888, No. 
506, Political, the Dewan-Kegent considers that extraordinary expenses 
should only include the cost of the necessary ceremonies on the occasion 
of marriages and deaths, but in Para 4 of his-letter No. 43, dated 23rd 
February 1881 (vide G# 0. No. 261, Political, dated 14th May 1881,) he 
distinctly refers to marriages, repairs of palace, purchase of carriages, 
horses etc. as falling within this definition and this meaning must, I 
think, he adhered to,” 


Sometime after, the ex-Dewan-Regeiit got a pair of old ponies and a 
damaged phaeton for the use of the Jaghirdar's junior son. The cost of 
the vehicle and the ponies was borne by the State under the extraordi¬ 
nary item. The Jaghirdar’s son found them unfit for use, the ponies 
being defective in the eyes and the phaeton damaged. They were there¬ 
fore returned to the ex Dewan-Regent who was informed by an official 
letter of the several defects visible in them. Displeased with the Jaghir¬ 
dar’s son’s action, the ex Dewan Regent, it appeared, made a complaint to 
the Political Agent to the effect that the Jaghirdar’s son had refused to 
accept tbe ponies and the phaeton ; and also made certain suggestions to 
the Political Agent in respect of the purchase or supply of carriages and 
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lorses for the use of the male members of the Western Palace Family. 
The proposed arrangement by the Dewan-Regent was disclosed to them 
by the following extract from the Political Agent’s letter No. 99, dated 
8 th March 1889, and communicated through the Dewan-Regent:— 


{2) It appears to me, however, that there is no necessity to begin 
the arrangement with alt the members of the family at once. It may, 1 
think, be begun at once with the younger son but as to the Jaghirdar 
and the elder son it may, I think, be deferred till the present supply of 
carriages and horses needs renewal.” 


“(3) The figures in paras 12 and 14 of your (D.R’s) letter ought 
to be modified us follows;— 


(a) For the Jaghirdar. 


A carriage to last 15 years ... ... J{,g^ 1,000 

Two horses to last years . ... 1200 

Pair horses harness to last years ... ... 250 

making a total, in 15 years of 1000-f 2 (1200-f 250=1450)= 1000 
4-2900=3,900 ; that is Rs. 260 or say Rs. 300 a year. 


(b) For each of the sons. 


Carriage to last 15 years 

Two ponies to last 7| years .. 6 qO 

Pair Pony harness to last 7^ years ..ir ... „ 200 

making a total, inlSyears, of6004*2(600+ 200=800)=600+ 1600 

= 2,200, that is 146f or say Rs. 150 a year. 

I have reduced the amount to so much a year; but it would probably 
be not advisable to pay it by the year.’^ 

“ (4) It will be as well, before putting this matter on a permanent 
basis, to ascertain the views of the Jaghirdar and his sons. I request 
that you will be good enough to do this and let me know the result.’" 

In his reply to the above, the Jaghirdar intimated to the Uewan-Re- 
gent by yadhastNo. 56 (22— 4—89) that he was unable to express his 
views until he was favoured with a reply from Government to a repre¬ 
sentation made by him. 

The Jaghirdar's younger son’s refusal to accept the supply of a 
phaeton and a pair of ponies supplied by the State brought about the 
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said arrangement and he was not inactive to acquiesce and draw the eon- 
solid a ted allowance of his share. And the Jagbirdar’s elder son also 
applied for his share of the carrigeand horse allowances ainodistaid date. 
The State demanded the return of the old phaeton and the ponies that had 
been supplied in 1883 at the State expense and had been in his posse.ssic)ii 
and use for a long time. Though he made certain objections, he consent¬ 
ed at last to have the lowest value (Rs. 135^ of the phaeton and the 
ponies deducted from the consolidated share of Rs. 1,400 assigded for the 
first 7| years. With all these, he was not allowed to draw the whole 
allowance Rs. 2,200—135=2,065, but was paid only one half for the first 
7^ years, thet is R.s. 1,400—135=1,265. For some time he was idle and 
indifferent and then renewed his correspondence for the payment of the 
other half of the share reserved for the latter 7| years. The Jagbirdar’s 
son’s contention was that^no amount should be reserved or withheld, as 
notliing in the already proposed arrangement prevented payment of the 
sum in lump. In fact, no condition was laid down in Mr. G. W. Faw¬ 
cett’s proposals embodied in the above quoted extract, that the shares 
should be drawn by instalments. The Jaghirdar’s son addressed the follow¬ 
ing letter to Mr. W. H. Welsh, the successor of Mr. Fawcett 


16th November 1892, 


To 


W. H. Welsh Esquire. 

Political Agent for Pudukota* 


Sir,-<^Under the terms contained in the late Political Agent’s letter 
No. 99, dated 8th March iSfiy relating to the conveyance and horses for 
the use of the members of the Western Palace family, I have the honor 
to inform you that I am entitled to get Rs. 2,200, being the amount fixed 
for a carriage and ponies and harnesses to last for 15 years. 

2. According to the spirit of that letter, my younger brother has 
received the total amount of Rs. 2,200 as his^share. 

3. I regret to state that owing to ilhfeelings between myself and 
the Dewan-Regent, I was allowed to draw only Rs. 1,400 minus Rs. 135 
(cost of phaeton and ponies) for the first 7^ years, leaving the remainder 
Rs. 800—to be paid to me on the expiry of 7^ years. 

4. As the cost of the phaeton and a pair of ponies supplied by the 
State in 1883 in accordance with the terras embodied in theGr. O. of l4th 
May 1881 was deducted, 1 received only Rs. 1^265 for the first time. 
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5 . During the past four years, 1 bought a pair of Oape horses for 
lls. yOO and a phaeton for Rs. 1,880 and also a carriage for Rs. 300 from 
one Foomalai Pillay, a cigar meroliant at Trichinopoly. I had also given 
away a pretty good sum for a pair of horses. This is known to the 
Dewan-Regent. For the phaeton wdiich is in my use I sent to Madras 
Rs. 700 including trainage and other expenses. 

t>. Two horses having fallen sick, I felt compelled to exchange them 
at reduced prices. I have only two horses for my present use ; one of 
them has chest-pain and hoof-disease. 

7 . Owing to the above circumstances added to extra expenditure on 
account of my wdfe, 1 have obtained loans. At present I stand in urgent 
need of buying a pair of horses. If the residue of Rs. 800 be paid to me, 
1 can arrange to buy horses and clear the debt, gain or loss being with 
me. 

8 . In a country like Pudukota, I beg to assure you that Gape and 
Australian horses and horses of good breed often fall sick. I therefore 
pray for the reduction in the term of years, as well as for the payment of 
the remaining sum of Rs. 800 according to the original scheme commu¬ 
nicated to each male member of the Western Palace Family* 

Awaiting favorable orders. 

(Signed^ Rajagopal Tondiman Sahib. 

The followdng letter was also addressed to the Political Agent 

27th February 1803. 

To W. H. Welsh Esq. 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

—I Jiave the honor to intimate to you that on the 16th Novem¬ 
ber last, I af)plied for the payment of the balance of Rs. 800 due to me 
for the consolidated horse allowance according to the terms of the 
original contract embodied in the late Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett’s letter 
No. 99, dated 8tli March 1889 and approved and sanctioned by the Go¬ 
vernment in the annual budget. 


2. Although more than 3^ months have elapsed from the date of 
my letter dealing with the subject in question, I have not as yet been 
favoured with a reply. 

3 . It is obvious from clause C. of para 1, page 12 of the Adminis¬ 
tration Report for 1888—89 that Rs. 2,200 were paid in lump to my 
younger brother under the terms of Mr Fawcett’s letter above referred to. 




4 . Owing to some misttnderstanding that sprang between myself 
and the Dewan-Regent in 1890, I was not allowed to receive the whole 
amonnt set down in Mr. Fawcett’s letter. I have put forward in my letter 
of 16th November last all of my claims towards the payinentof the balance 
of Rs. 800. I beg to state that if the balance be paid, loss or gain rests 
with me, and that the State need not give me a single pie for carriage 
allowance before the expiry of 15 years, as stated in Mr. Fawcett’s letter 
sanctioned by the Government. 

5. Under these circumstances, 1 solicit you will be good enough to 
sanction the payment of arrears of Rs. 800, as the Uewan-Regent is not 
well disposed towards me. In fact, the power of sanctioning the arrears 
rests with the Political Agent, Awaiting favourable orders. 

(Signed) Rajagopal Tondimati Sahib. 

Senior son of the W. P. Jaghirdar. 

The Political Agent seemed indifferent in settling the question. It 
further occurred to the mind of the Jaghirdar’s son that one Political 
Agent possesses no power to cancel or modify his predecessor’s decision. 

Having received no answer from the Political Agent, the elder son 
was put to the necessity of addressing the Government on the matter. 
At the same time the Dewan-Regent was also asked to adjust matters to 
which the Regent replied that he was waiting to hear from the Political 
Agent, as will appear by the following note:— 

My dear Sir, 30—3—93 

Replying to yours of the 29th instant and those of previous 
dates, 1 can only say that I am waiting for the Political Agent’s reply to 
my letter written on your application to him direct about the periodical 
payment of the allowance of carriage or horses due to you—but which 
will not fall due till a year or two hence, according to the orders of the 
late P. A. on the subject. 

Yours sincerely 
(Signed) Sashiah vSastri. 

The very same Dewan-Regent who wrote the above note addressed a 
note on a previous occasion ^to the Jaghirdar’s senior son in which it is 
found that a clear protest was made against the payment of the balance 
of Rs. 800 claimed by the Jaghirdar’s son. The Dewan-Regent wrote 
then as fpllews;— 





With reference to your note of 23rd inst., it has been dis¬ 


tinctly settled by correspondence when the question of consolidated car¬ 
riage allowance for you was raised, that the 2nd instalment of Rs. 800 
(viz. Rs. 600 for a pair of ponies plus Rs. 200 for a pony-pair-harness, to 
last 7^ years) should be reserved for disbursement after the first 7^ years. 
Under these circumstances I regret I am unable to comply with your 
request. This plan was thought of and adopted wdth the sanction of the 
Political Agent only after your younger brother had been paid the sum 
of Rs. 2,200 due for 1 o years. 

Yours sincerely 
(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri. 

The Jaghirdar's son addressed a memorial to Government, but the 
Political Agent, Mr. Welsh, communicated thus:— 

Office of the Political Agent. 

No. 22-0/655 Trichinoply, 8th May 1893. 

Prom W. H. Welsh Esquire, 

Polttical Agent for Pudukota 

To The Senior Son of the Western Palace Jaghirdar, 

gij.^—With reference to your letter dated 30th March 1893, I have 
the honor to inform you that L have asked the Dewan-Regent to pay you- 
the sum of Rs. 800 being the amount of balance of carriage etc., allow¬ 
ance to last for 15 years from 1889. Gonsequently no application for the 
payment of any further sum will be entertained till the expiry of the 
period of 15 years, i-e, Rs. 1,100 will bo due on 19th December 1904 and 
Rs. 1,100 on 19th June 1911* 

2 . In these circumstances, your memorial will not be forwarded to 
the GovernmenK 

(Signed) W. H. Welsh. 

Political Agent. 

The matter complained of was thus settled in favor of the Jaghirdar's 
son who succeeded in obtaining the balance of Rs. 800 in spite of tho ex 
Dewan-Regent's protest which was to the effect that no application should 
b^ ruade under any circumstances before the lapse of the full period of 


contract that is, until the expiry of .1.1 years which should bo reckoned 
with the past 4 years beginning from the date of payment of the first 
instalment. 

Meanwhile the Jaghirdar's senior lady applied to the Dewaii-Regent 
for the supply of a carriage and a pair of bulls. Her application met 
with success. She was paid Rs. 400 for a carriage to last for 15 years 
and Rs. 250 for a pair of bulls to bo used for 5 years. The Jagbirdar on 
behalf of Ids junior lady requested the Dewan-Regent for the supply of a 
carriage and a pair of bulls for her personal use. The request was com¬ 
plied wnth. She received under the same terms Rs. 650 from the State, 
being the estimated value of a carriage and a pair of bulls. 

With reference to the supply of vehicles and animals to the Jaghir- 
clar on 15 years’ contract, no application was made by him to the ex De¬ 
wan-Regent till the llth of August 1894, when be conveyed his anxiety 
in three notes for conferring with him (D. R.J on certain important sub¬ 
jects, but as no reply was obtained, he allowed them to take their own 
course according to his luck ; an intimation by yadast No. 8 (10—4—86) 
had already been given to the Dewan-Regent that out of a pair of Aus¬ 
tralian mares supplied by the State in 1883, one died in 1886 and the other 
was too old to draw a carriage. The Dewan-Regent was also informed 
that, owing to the long-felt want of horses for the Jagbirdar’s use, a pair 

of horses had been bought for Rs. 400 from a High-Court Yakil, when 
the Jaghirdar visited Madras in 1889. The voucher obtained from the 
.seller was submitted to the Dewan-Regent to verify the precise price. 
The Jagliirdar also struck bargains with other individuals in course of 
time and supplied himself with a pair of bulls for which Rs. 485 includ¬ 
ing commission (brokerage) was paid. Another pair of bulls was also 
bought for Rs. 150 in auction put by the State. Besides, the Jaghirdar 
managed by his own arrangement to pay Rs. 180 for a mare required for 
his use. As the purchase of so many animals and that of a carriage for 
Rs. 285 put the Jaghirdar to pecuniary difficolties, he at last made up 
his mind and applied to the Dewan-Regent for the disbursement of Rs. 
3,900 set down in the contract of the Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett, already 
referred to. In reply the Dewan-Regent sent the following letter 
received from the Political Agent and also solicited the Jaghirdar’s 


opinion » 
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Office of the Political Agent. 
No. 174-0/1564 Trichinopoly, 25th September 1894* 

From James Andrew Esquire., 

Political Agent for Pudiikota. 

To The Dewan-Regent. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter No. 154-0 dated 15th August 1894, T. 
have the honor to inform yon that the allow'ances proposed by Mr. Faw¬ 
cett were as follows 

(1) One carriage to last for 15 years ... ... Rs. 1,000 

(2) Two horses to last for 7^ years ... ... „ 1,200 

($) Harness to last 7^ years . ... ,, 250 

Total ... Rs. 2,450 

This is apparently what the Jaghirdar should get now. After 7^ 
years he should get another Rs. (1200-f 250)=nRs. 1460. If you agree 
with me, I request you to ask the Jaghirdar if he consents to the same. I 
am not prepared to recommend now an allowance for horses that under 
the scheme will not be wanted for another 7^ years. 

2 . It would seem that the Jaghirdar d'd not hitherto consent to 
Mr. Fawcett’s scheme, and that, as well as I can gather from his yadast to 
you dated 11th August 1894, he has been buying vehicles and animals 
from time to time during the past 3 or 4 years out of his own money, 
when he could have obtained an allowance under Mr. Fawcett’s proposal^ 
Under para 3 of Mr, Fawcett’s letter No. 99 dated 8th March 1889, it 
appears that the Jaghirdar had on that date some vehicles and horses, and 
that his allowance should not commence until they were used up. How 
long they lasted or might have lasted does not appear from the records. 
If, therefore, he is now granted an allowance of Rs. 2,450 or 3,900, from 
what date should the periods of 7J and 15 years run? i. e., w^hether from 
the date of Mr. Fawcett’s letter of 1889 or the date on which he would 
probably have required fresh carriage and horses, or from the date of his 
present application. 1 request your opinion on these points after reference 
to the Jaghirdar. 

(Signed) J. Andrew, 

Political Agent. 

The following was the reply made by the Jaghirdar both to the 
Dewao-iiegent and the Political Agent. 
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Pudukok, 4th October 1894. 
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James Andrew Esq., 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

n acknowledging the receipt of a copy of yonr letter No. 
174-0/1564 that accompanied the Dowan-Regent’s yadast No. 1.35 of 30th' 
nltinio that was put into my hands the night before last at 7 O’clock, I 
have the honor to inform yon that the statement made by Mr. Eawcett'in 
his letter No. 99 dated 8tb March 1889 to the effect that “ as to the 
Jaghirdar and the elder son, it (arrangement^ may, I think, be deferred 
till the present supply of carriages and horses needs renewal” is based on 
mere presumption or supposition, for it will appear from my yadast 
dated 11th August 1894 addressed to the Dewan-Regent, that out of a 
pair of Australian mares supplied to me in April. 1883 by the State, one 
died of sickness in April 1886 and the other was too old to be used for 
d rawing a carriage. The death of the animal as well as the weak state of 
the other was duly communicated to the Dewan-Regent on the lOth 
April 1886 by yadast No. 8 already referred to in ray yadast No. 27 
dated 11th August 1894 addressed to the Dewan-Regent. When Mr. 
Fawcett proposed the scheme, he did not question me regarding the 
number and possession of vehicles and animals. Nor could 1 presume 
that he had enquired of the Dewan-Regent on the subject. The words, 

“ 1 think,” used by Mr. Fawcett in para 2 of his letter stand as proof of 
my allegation. 

2. I beg to submit that I deferred to give consent to, or express 
my views on, the scheme proposed by Mr. Fawcett, as I was waiting the 
result of a petition to Government, which asked for an increase of my 
annual pension. Besides I keenly felt that the periods fixed by Mr. 
Fawcett were too long for the lasting of a carriage and a pair of horses 
especially in this soil. So I managed to provide myself with conveyance 
and horses out of my own resources. Of these horses, one died after a 
few months, and the other was given away as being unserviceable. But, 
as already stated in my letter No. 8 addressed to you on the 21st August 
1894,1 have now been driven to the last extremity and painful necessity 
of stating that I have no means left to procure any longer suitable carri¬ 
ages and horses for my personal use. 

3. As shown in Para 1 of this letter, I possessed only one old mare 
that had become quite unfit for use prior to Mr. Fawcett’s proposal. 
Reckoning the date of the supply of a pair of mares by the State which 
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Rs. 400 

Railway charge 


46 

Cost of 1 pair of bulls 

320 

Do. Do. Do. 

Do. 

150 

Commission 


15 

Coat of 1 pony 


180 

Cost of 1 carriage 


260 

Total 

Rs. 1361 


commences from 12th April 1883, as per Sirkele’s yadast, nearly 
years have passed away. Hence I must certainly reckon the period of 
payment of the horse allowance from the date of Mr. Fawcett's scheme 
beginning with 8th March 1889. If the date 
ost of a pair of ^ Fawcett’s scheme be disallowed^ then my 

3 ^ claims for the recovery of the sum as per margin 
150 laid out in buying animals and vehicles from 
time to time during the past 5 years must be re- 
260 cognized and satisfied in consequence of the 
ilsTiim on the part of the State to supply the 

horses required. 

4. With regard to the conveyance, I should state that the State 
supplied me with a carriage in 1883, that is, 3 months after the date of 
supply of the mares referred to above. The vehicle became damaged and 
useless in a few years and thus 1 was necessitated to part with it in ex¬ 
change for a second-hand carriage of less value and for a pair of bulls for 
which an extra sum was paid to make up their valuation. Such transac¬ 
tions took place towards the close of 1889. Even that carriage was sold 
at last for Rs. 30, as it was found damaged and unfit for repair. The 
frequent repairs made to it consumed more than double the selling price. 

5. It is observed in the first part of your letter to the Dewan- 
Regent that you are not prepared to recommend an allowance for horses 
that will be required for the second or latter 7^ years. Such a remark is 
heart-rending. It is my misfortune that the payment of the allowance for 
two horses for the latter period should be withheld only in my case, when 
D. E’S letter of objection, my elder SOU was fully paid according to the 

Political Agent, Mr. Welsh’s letter in spite of all 
objections by the Dewan-Regent as will appear 
by the documents as per margin. Please have the 
buraoment of the balance, goodness to return the originals after your kin<l 
perusal. At the outset my younger son too received the allowance in lump. 


dated 24-1-^93. 

D. ll’s letter of payment of 
the balance, djS(S—S —04. 
D. Wa yadast No.86,d/1-5.93, 
to the Treasury for thodis- 


6 . One more important point for your kind consideration. I requir¬ 
ed horses and wrote a yadast in April 1886. The delay was made by the 
Slate. Secondly, for reasons shown in para 2, I was reluctant to draw 
the allowance under Mr. Fawcett’s scheme. Thirdly, it is evident that 
when Mr. Fawcett proposed the scheme in question and asked for my 
opinion through the Dewan-Regent in 1889, I was left without horses 
for use. Let the period for the horse allowance be reckoned from 1889. 
Now nearly 6 years have passed away. There are only 18 monthe more 

32 
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of tho lst 7^^ years. According to your view eurbodied 
in para 1, I would be willing to get the horse ailowanee for the second 
period after the expiry of years from this date, that is, in August 189(i 
provided a sum of Rs. 1,361 specified in the margin of para 3 above bo 
(tisbursed to mo. In fine, I beg to submit that if the allowances be paid 
in full, it would save all troubles and enable me to possess suitable vehicles 
and horses. 

7. In these circumstances, I have no other alternative left than to 
ask for the full payment of the consolidated horse and carriage allowance 
of Rs. 3,900 for 15 years reckoning the payment of the horse ailowanee 
from the date of Mr. Fawcett’s letter Ro. .99 0 |fbth March 1889, for 
reasons shown in para 3 supra, and the disbursement of the carriage 
• allowance from the beginning of 1890. 

Awaiting orders. 

(Signed^ Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

The Dewan-Regent forwarded tlie Jaghirdar’s letter to the Political 
Agent with his opinion thereon. Such an intimation fetched the following 
oxtrarits and called upon the Jaghirdar to communicate whether he con¬ 
sented to the arrangement:— 

pjxtraets Irom a letter of the Dewan-Regent to the Political Agent 
dated 19-10-94, No. 180. 

“ 4. Inasmuch as it was the Jaghirdar’s fault that he did not readily 
give his consent to the scheme proposed by Mr. Fawcett and now wishes 
to be imd the amounts due as per his proposal with retrospective effect, 
it may be fairly argued on the other side that due date should commence 
only from the supply of horses and carriage in 1883. The two horses 
etc. were purchased and sent to him on 12th April 1883 and the carriage 
in July 1883 as per his own statement.^’ 

“ 5. The allowance for horses and harness R.s. 1,450, would have 
thus become due to him on the lapse of 7^ years from 12th April 1883, 
i-e on 12th October 1890, and that for fte carriage will be due only in 
July 1898, i.e., after 15 years from the date of the purchase of the coach, 
rims he Will have to be paid only Rs. 1,450 already overdue for the 
horses .and harness and will have to wait for the carriage allowance for 4 
ymvs more.’’ 

“ 6. As, however, the Jaghirdar says he has now neither carriage 
nor horses, he may as a matter of consideration be given at once the first 




instalment of Rs. 2,450 under Mr, Fawcett’s scheme for carriage, horses, 
and harness, the 2nd instalment of Rs. 1,450 for horses and harness to be 
paid after 7 J yearvS reokoniiig from the present date.” 

7. For the reason that you yourself have stated in para 2 of your 
letter I would not allow the claim for Rs. 1,361 being charges incurred 
by him from time to time.” 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri, 
Dowan-Eegent, 

In reply the Jaghirdar then wrote yadast No. 42 (5-12-94) to the 
Dewan-Regeiit. It is stated therein that the Jaghirdar was supplied by 
the Stiite with a pair of Australian mares in April 1888 and with a coach 
in July of the same year. Of the two mares one died of sickness in April 
1886 and the other was unfit for use owing to old age. The occurrence 
was duly made known to the Dewau-Begent by yadast No. 8 (l(Eh April 
1886j. Even on receipt of tliis infonnatiou, the Shite supplied no fresh 
horses or mares in lieu of the deceased and the old one. Necessity com¬ 
pelled the Jaghirdar to make his own arrangement and buy a horse and 
a mare for Rs. 400 including the train charge of Rs. 46, One out of 
these animals died sometime after, and the other was given away owing 
to hoof-disease. Subsequently a pair of bulls was bought for Rs. 485 and 
a pony for Lis. 180, and a carriage for Rs. 250, If the sums specified iii 
the communication be paid, there would be no necessity to give retros¬ 
pective effect to Mr. Fawcett’s scheme. In 1883, when the State supplied, 
a pair of mares and a coach, no condition was put forward. In these 
circumstances, the Jaghirdar wished to obtain the whole amount spent 
for the vehicles and animals, and in the event of refusal to pay him, he 
agreed to receive the total sum of Rs. 3,900 for 15 years under Mr. Faw¬ 
cett’s scheme, (as was the case with his two sons) on the under.standing 
that the date of payment of horse allowauce should commence from the 
8th March 1889 (the date of the scheme) and the ^yment of carriage 
allowance should be reckoned from the beginning of 1890 inasmuch as 
the Jaghirdar was left without supply. The Dowan-Ilegent retired in 
November 1894 and his successor, Mr. 11, Vedantacharln, the present De- 
wan, communicated to the Jaghirdar that, as he was unable to arrive at 
any cCnclusion regarding a continued subject already under correspon¬ 
dence, he would lose Uo time in giving intinuition of the Political Agent’s 
decision as soon as it reached him (seC yadast N6. 192). The Dewan, 
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1 . 42 dated 

5th Deceinhor 1894 stated that the matter had been disposed of in the 
following manner by the Political Agent in his letter No. 174. dated 22nd 
December 1894 :— 

For all such extraordinary expenses the Government is of opinion 
that allowances should be paid in lump. A separate communication will 
be made on the subject. It would be advisable to make such an arrange¬ 
ment from July 1895, that is, from the commencement of the next fusli. 

If the Jaghirdar had given his consent to the proposal of Mr. Fawcett, a 
compensation should be given up to the 30th of June 1895 according to 
the rates of payment proposed by Mr. Fawcett. 

Ihe Jaghirdar bought hor.ses &c., at his own cost without stating if 
he agreed to Mr. Fawcett’s proposal. Such being the case, it should be 
considered what amount could be fairly paid as compensation. The allow- 
ance proposed for carriage and horses and harness for 15 years is Rs. 
3,900. The annual allowance is Rs. 260. The Jaghirdar wnis snpj)lied 
by the State with horses and a errriage in April and July 1883. For the 
sake ot convenience let them be considered to have been.supplied at the 
close of fusli 1292. The amount due for 12 years calculating from fusli 
1292 to the end of the current fusli is Its. 260 X 12=3,120. 

For the above sum of Rs. 3,120, a carriage was supplied for Rs. 
1,000 and a pair of mares for Rs. 1,200, (according to Mr. Fawcett’s 
calculation) making a total of Rs. 2,200, excluding the cost of harness 
which the Political Agent has not taken into consideration. The amount 
to be paid is therefore Its. 3120—2200= Rs, 920. The above calculation 
has been arrived at on the supposition that the supply of a carriage and 
mares in 1883 was of the .same sort as was intended by Mr. Fawcett. It 
is stated that, inasmuch as the question was not settled owig to the Ja- 
ghirdar’s fault of not readily giving his consent to the scheme, there 
would be no reasonable ground to complain against the said arrangement 
or calculation. But as the original supply of a carriage and mares was 
of the inferior sort, the Political Agent is willing to jmy an additional 
sum of Rs 580 making on the whole a total of Rs. 1,500. As the Poli¬ 
tical Agent is willing to pay full compensation of R. 1,500 (as shown 
above) to the end of the current fusli, the Jaghirdar is requested to make 
known if he would receive the amount as the final settlement. The Po¬ 
litical Agent has stated in his letter that a consolidated allowance for the 
future supply of a carriage and horses would bo settled. 
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. R. Vodantacharlu, in replying to the Jaghirdar’s yadastN 
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The Jaghirdar, on consideration of the Political Agent’s fair deci¬ 
sion, gave his consent and received the said amount of Rs. 1,500 as 
compensation for the purchase of a conveyance and animals during the 
past years. 

Ajmrt from the questioa of carriage and horse allowances, the ex 
Dewan-Regent wroteyadast No. 169 dated 14th November 1894 towards 
the close of his connection with the State, intimating to the Jaghirdar 
that, on a reference being made to the Political Agent by him to the 
effect that leaving the marriage expense and that of the Palace repair 
out of question he wished (as marginally marked) to settle different sums 

To the Jaghirdar R«. 3CX). the members of tho Western Palace Fami- 

To^h of the •r-gWrda^B a,id pay them in lump once in 10 years for 

^ Purniture and extra expenses 

inasmuch «as the Jaghirdar’s application from 
time to time tor such expenses involved unnecessary delay and much 
correspondence and caused detriment to business, the then Political 
Agent addressed letter No. 142 dated lOth November 1894 stating that it 
would not be fair on his part to submit the proposal to Government 
before ascertaining the views of the Jaghirdar. He remainetl silent until 
the next Rowan opened correspondence on the above subject and gave inti¬ 
mation to him by yadast No. 48 dated 30th Murcli 1895 that as his senior 
wife and his junior son had recently been paid Ks. 150 eacli for vessels 
and furniture, he (Dewaii) wished to know whether the Jaghirdar would 
receive Es. 300 sanctioned by the Political Agent for them up to the 
1st of July 1895 in his letter No. 101 on the condition that the Jaghirdar 
should make no aj)plication for any further amount. According to the 
Political Agent’s sanction, the Jaghirdar obtained the said amount for 
the articles of furniture and vessels. Meanwhile, the Dewan’s yadasfc 
No. 37 dated 26th March 1895 communicated that, in order to put an end 
to fill difficulties arising from applications receive<l from time to time 
for extraordinary expenses from the members of the Western Palac* 
family and to obviate constant references, the Government has thought it 
expedient to settle a consolidated allowance upon each member. In ac¬ 
cordance with the suggestion inafle by the Government, it wa.'f aniionncfd 
by the Political Agent that, with the exception of marriage and Palace 
repair, all items of extraordinary exjienses should bo consolidated. It 
was further stfited that for the guidance of fixing the consolidated allow¬ 
ance, a list showing the items of extraordinary charges that had been 
inemrred by the State, was forwarded to each member of the Western 



i^Iaco. TheDewan also desired to know how much would such ceromonies 
as nuptials, bath on account of puberty, consecration, and confinement 
bath, would cost. 


The list exhibited as follows : — Items of extraordinary charges sanc¬ 
tioned from fusli 1291(July 1881) apart from Palace repairs and marriages. 


Fusli 1291.. 

Rs. 

Nil, 

Do. 1292, 2 Carriages, horses and ponies 


3,665. 

Furniture ... ... 


2 , 000 . 

Do. 1298, Death of the Jaghirdar’s daughter 


202 . 

Do. 1294, An attack of small-pox upon the ) 
Jagbirdar’s Senior son C 


100 . 

The ear-boring ceremony of the *) 
Jaghirdar^s 2 sons 3 

0 

2 , 000 . 

Do. 1295, Dress to the Governor’s visit ... 

15 

550. 

Do. 1296, The death of His Highness the ) 
late Rajah j 

Jf 

100 . 

The bath of Puberty of th Senior ) 
son’s wife j 


104. 

Do. 1297, ... ... . 

55 

55 

Do. 1298, The death of H. H. the Rajah’s ) 
senior Ranee Sahiba * j 

55 

40. 

Allowance for carriage and horses ) 
to the Jaghirdar’s second son 3 

55 

2 , 200 . 

Sofa Repair ... ... ... , 

5? 

■ .178. 

Do. 1299, Allowance for carriage and horses ) 
to the Senior son j 

55 

1,400. 

Allowance for carriages and bulls ) 
to the Jaghirdar’s two wives j 

55 

1,300. 

Do. 1800 , The death of H. H. the late Rajah’s ) 
Junior Ranee Sahiba 3 

55 

40. 

% 

Do. 1301, (Jonsecratiug the house of J^ayana ) 
Ruju to which the Jaghirdar’s > 
son removed J 

>5 

25. 

Do. 1802, Consecration ceremony on accounts 
of the Jaghirdar’s Senior son’s ( 
wife going newly' to the ^ 

Western Palace^ J 

55 

184. 
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Suit on the occasion of the Gover¬ 
nor’s visit. 

Balance due to the Jaghirdar’s ) 


} 


500. 

800.' 


elder son for carriage & horses j" 

Do. 1303, The Jagliirdar’s expense on Y 
account of the death of Gana- > 
gasabiipathy Ponni Kondar } 

The expenses of the Jaghirdar’s | 

1st wife on the said occasion } 

Purchase of carriage and balls to ) 
the Jaghirda r’s elder son’s wife | 

Do. 1304 Balance due to the Jaghirdar’s 2 1 
wives for bnlls 3 

Compensation to the Jaghirdar due ^ 
for carriages and horses up to > 

June 1395 ) 

Furniture &c., to the Jaghirdar’s 1 
1st wife and his younger son J 

Cost of the ceremony for the new-1 
born son of the Jaghirdar’s > 
elder son j 

Suit on the occasion of the visit of) 
the Madras Governor j 

Expenses incurred on account of 1 
accidentmetby the Jaghirdar’s > 

2 nd son 3 

Cost of furniture &e., to the Jaghir -1 
dar, his elder son and his 2nd > 
wife 3 

Total in round numbers Rs. 20,000 

It was also simultaneously questioned what amount would be requ¬ 
ired to consolidate other items of extraordinary expenses for 5 years and 
whether the amount should be paid once in 5 years or by annual or 
monthly instalment with the ratable allowance drawn monthly. The De- 
wan required the Jaghirdar's reply within 3 days^ as the Political Agent 
had requested him to submit his as early as possible. Summing up all 
the items of extraordinary expenses defrayed by the State during the 
past 14 years, it was further communicated that the average comes to 

Rs. 1,444 and odd per annum or say in round 
figures Rs.1,500. In 5 years, the amount goes 
to 5 X 1500«»Rs. 7,500 which would be portion¬ 
ed as per margin according to the rate of money- 
pension. 


114. 


90. 

700. 


500. 


1,500. 


300. 


300. 


500. 


200 . 


600. 


To the Jaghirdar Rs. 3 ^ 750 , 
To the senior son 1 , 260 . 

To the j unior son 1 , 250 . 

To the senior wife 625 . 

To the junior wife 625 , 
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if tile above shares be required to be paid each year, each one would 
get as follows:— 



'To the Jaghirdar . 
To the elder son 
To the younger son 
To the 1st wife 
To the 2nd wife 


Rs.750. 
„ 250. 
„ 250. 
„ 125. 
„ 125. 


The Jaghirdar not only expressed his views to the Dewan by yadast 
No. 58 dated 1st April I8t^5 but also addressed to the Political Agent 
letter No, 40 on the 12th March, wherein he expressed the same views. 

In disposing of the correspondence laid before the Government 
on the subject of the grant of consolidated allowance, it has sanctioned 
the shares of the members as shewn in the foot note on the next page, 
despite all grounds and claims put forward in the following memorials: — 

23rd October 1896. 

To His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor of Madras. 

The humble Memorial of Rathkristna Tondiman Sahib, Western 
Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota. 

My Lord^ — I most humbly and respectfully beg permission to bring 
to your Lordship’s kind notice that in disposing of my claim for the 
arrears due for carriage and horses bought a at my own expense, the 
Dewan’s Yadast No. 192 (29-12-94) brought to me the information that 
consolidated allowances including those for vehicles and animals required 
for the future would be settled upon the Western Palace Family. 

2. In pursuance of the said intimation the Dewan communicated 
to me by Yadivst N<v 37. dated 26-3-95, that as the Political Agent 
wanted to consolidate all items of extraordinary expenses except marri¬ 
ages and Palace repair, X was asked to mention the aggregate amount 
for 5 years. It was also asked whether I would like to receive the 
amount in lump for the period of 5 years or in part for a year or the 
ratable share for a month. The conclcttling paragraph of the Dewan’s 
yadast further conveyed that, if the settlement should be made for 5 
years, the amount would be calculated on the average expenditure for 
the past 14 years, which aggregates Rs. 1,444 for a year or in round 
numbers Rs. 1,500 and that the cistribution of the amount would be 
made according to the rates of money-pension. 
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3. Upon the above calculation I beg to submit that my share of 
the consolidated allowance was set down at Rs. 3,750 in the Dewau’s 
yjdast referred to above. 

4. As I differed in the figures and facts, I addressed the Political 

Ko. 41 (30.4*95) Agent the marginally noted letters and solicited 

No. 4.1, (11-6.95) . 

No. 45 (14.7-95) 

No. 46 {20-7.95) 

No. 47 (27-7-96) 


his kind attention. I handed over letter No. 47 
of the 27th July 1895 to the Political Agent, Mr. 
James Andrew, and requested him to obtain 
sanction for Rs. 7,500 for the different expenses set down in my letter 
No. 41 of 30th April 1895, and at the same time to exclude the items of 
Marriages, Deaths, Palace repairs, Shushty-Abda-Poorthy Santhy ( 60th 
birth-day) and Pilgrimage to Benares and Rameswarum from the con¬ 
tract and to bind the State to defray such charges whenever they occur. 
He was pleased Jbo tell me that he would convey my wishes to Government. 

5. To my surprise, I received yesterday from the Dewan’s OflSce 
Yadhast No. 120, dated 20th instant, conveying to me the purport of 
the Government Order issued in disposing of the correspondences touch¬ 
ing the consolidated allowances. I observe iu the printed Enclosure* of 
the Yadhast that the allowance for a year for my share is not in propor¬ 
tion to my share of money-pension, Rs. 20 per annum being the deficit 
when I give away this sum to my second son’s wife. I ought to get for 
the present Rs, 920 per annum. After I give away my second son’s 
wife’s share mine should be Rs. 840 instead of Rs. 820. 


* Sanctioned consolidated allowanoes to meet extraordinary expenses to the mem¬ 
bers of the W. P. Family payable yearly beginning with Fasli 1305. 

Note.—These allowances should cover all extraordinary charges except expenses 
on account of marriages, the W. P. J.'s 60th Birth-day, the Jaghirdaris death and repairs 
to the W. P. buildings. 

Per annum 

Western Palace Jaghirdar .. ll.s. 900 


do elder son 

do second son ... 

Ist wife of the Jaghirdar ... 
2nd wife of the .faghirdar ... 
Wife of the elder son 


340 

340 

170 

170 

80 


Total 


Rs. 2,000 

In cose of the sOcond son's] marriage the Jaghirdar’s allowance of ^s. 900 will be 
reduced by Rs. 80 leaving 820 Rs. to bo drawn by him, the Rs. 80 being given to the 
wife of the second sou. 

The above total allowance of Rs. 2000 per annum will be in perpetuity. On the 
occasion of the death of any member a fresh distribution of the allowance of Rs. 2 000 
wiU be made. 

18—10—95 (Signed) Vedantacharlu 

Dewan« 
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Hei'erring to the printed note embodied in the Dewan’s Yaclaat, 
1 find that the Jaghirdar’s Death Expense alone is he to incurred by the 
State. 1 argued with the Political Agent that the expenses on account^f 
“ Deaths occurring in the Western Palace Family ” should be borne by 
the State. My argument elicited a reply to the effect that my wishes 
would be referred to Qovernmeut. It is a pity that all Deaths in the 
Western Palace family have not attracted the attention, when it is set¬ 
tled that marriages signifying more than one should be celebrated at the 
State expense. Consequently I solicit a reconsideration of the matter in 
the interests of justice. 

7. As no mention is made about my pilgrimage to Benarese and 
Rameswarum, 1 must humbly pray for its sanction. 

8. According to Mr. Fawcett’s scheme of 1889 all the members of 
the Western Palace Family but my.self have received their shares in toto 
for 15 years. Though my share was Rs, 3,900 for 15 years for a carriage 
and two pairs of horses with harness alone, 1 was reluctant to accept it 
as the period of contract was too long. All my contention was that the 
16 years should be reduced. Wh6;rea.s my contention has given birth to 
the new .scheme suggested by the Political Agent and sanctioned by 
Government and has also tended to promote the interests of the other 
Members. With regard to the new scheme my general views were asked 
for by the Dewan. But he or thb Political Agent did not call upon me 
for any further explanation, forwarding a draft as was done by Mr. Wil- 
lock when he wished to do away with the scheduled arrangements carried 
out by the State and to divide the Western Palace Family Pension 
amongst its members. 

9. In these circumstances, 1 who have been long suffering from all 
sorts of inconveniences and troubles and deprived of all comforts beseech 
respectfully your Lordship will be graciously pleased to take into your 
Lordship’s kind consideration what I have represented in Paras 4, 5, and 
6 regarding. Deaths in the Western Palace Family, as also the deficit in 
my shore f^vide Para 5 supra) and pass fiivourable orders and also to 
order the disbursement of my share of the consolidated allowances for 5 
years as a special concession, as already applied for both to the Dewan 
and the Political Agent, since I have neither good vehicles nor horses 
nor utensils nor articles of furniture for my use and comforts. A nega¬ 
tive decision in this direotion will embitter my life and leave me in 
embarrassed circumstances. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 


Hero is fche reply of the Political Agent: 

Office of the Political Agent;, Pudnkota, 
No, 28—0. of 95/Pol. Trichinopoly, dated 30th October 1895. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—'I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 49 dated 23rd October 1895 enclosing a memorial addressed to His 
Excellency the Governor on the subject of the consolidated allowance 
due to you and your family. The Government pa^ssed its order after 
giving the whole matter its careful consideration, and I consider that it 
would be wasting the time of His Excellency to forward your memorial. 

2. Should you find, for any special reason, that you stand in urgent 
need of money to buy carriages etc. and that you are unable to get It 
without being granted an advance, I shall be prepared to consider the 
advisability of providing for you an allowance not exceeding three times 
the annual allowance due to you when the budget for the next year is 
prepared. In the event of any such advance beijig given you will not be 
allowed any further allowance until the advance is completely cleared off. 

fSigned) J. Andrew, 

Politieal Agent. 

At the earnest request of the Jaghirdar who was resolved to obtain 
a fair decision at the hands of Govenment, though he had known its ways 
by so many trials, the Political Agent, Mr. Andrew, forwarded the peti¬ 
tion to Government with his usual remarks upon which the following 
order was passed and communicated through his office:—' 

^77 Office of the Political Agent. 

Trichinopoly, dated 9th December 1895, 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 49 dated 23rd October 1895, 
I have the honor to inform you that the Government declines to recon¬ 
sider the arrangements which have recently been approved after full 
consideration, 

(Signed) J. Andrew, 
Political Agent. 

Then the Government of India was addressed as follows 
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To His ExceDency the Viceroy 

and Governor-General in Council 


Calciitia; 


The humble Memorial of Rathakristna 
Tondiman Sahib, the Western Palace 
Jaghirdar, Pudukota State, Madras 
Presidency. 


Most Respectfully Sheweth, 

That in April 1880 the Memorialist presented a Petition to the Mad¬ 
ras Government praying for the temporary management of his Estate 
styled the Western Palace Jaghir in the Pndukota Territory for the rea¬ 
sons set forth in that Petition. 

2. That the Government of MadravS in considering the Memorialist’s 
prayer, chose to substitute a money-pension as the appropriate relief and 
called upon the Memorialist to report the amount of such pension, leaving 
ample margin for extraordiaary charges such as marriages, repairs of 
Palace, purchase of carriages and horses and purchase of furniture and 
other contingencies. 

3. That the Memorialist submitted a temporary schedule of neces¬ 
sary annual expenses aggregating in round numbers Rs, 30,000, setting 
do\rn the Jaghir income’at Rs. 45,000, per annum, and leaving the balance 
for extraordinary charges. 

4. That as the proposed said schedule of the Memorialist was fancied 
by the authorities to absorb almost the proceeds of his Jaghir villages and 
as the Minister of the State reported that he was quite in the dark as to 
the actual income of the Jaghir far beyond the figures placed by the 
Jaghirdar, the Government of Madras issued Order No. 261 dated the 
14th May 1881 by which the Jaghir was absolutely resumed by the Pudu¬ 
kota Government and an annual stipend of Rs. 15,000 for the ordinary 
family expenses wae granted in lieu thereof, the State accepting the obli¬ 
gation of providing suitably for reasonable extraordinary expenses to the 
members of the Western Palace Family. 

5. That in the course of succeeding years the terms “ Reasonable 
extraordinary expenses ’’ embodied in the said G. 0. have been defined to 
include “ Marriages and other extraordinary domestic events ” and then 
“ Marriages and deaths ” and lastly “ Repair of the Palace ” and 
** Carriages.” 
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6. That consequent upon the Memorialist’s second son’s refusal to 
iiccept a pair of ponies and a phaeton provided by the State for his per¬ 
sonal use under reasonable extraordinary expenses, and on communication 
vrith the then Political Agent, Mr. Fawoett in this connection, it was pro¬ 
posed that allowances for vehicles and animals required by thedifterent 
members of the Western Palace Family should be put on a permanent 
basis and consolidated for 15 years, 

7. That in accordance wdth the said scheme all the members of the 
Memorialist’s Family but himself have received the consolidated allowan¬ 
ces for carriages and horses to last for 15 years. 

8. That the Memorialist declined to accede to the fifteen years’ 
contract and contended that the period should be reduced. 

9. That the Memorialist begs to submit that his contention for the 
reduction of the period has called forth a fresh scheme from the Political 
Agent, Mr. James Andrew, w^hich has recently been approved by the 
Madras Government and which sanctions consolidated allowances for all 
extraordinary charges payable yearly in cash as follows, to the different 
members of the Western Palace Family except expenses on account of 
Marriages, the Western Palace Jaghirdar’s 60th Birth-day, the Jaghir- 
dar’s death and repairs to the Western Palace buildings, which are to be 
conducted by the State whenever they occur 


Western Palace Jaghirdar 
Do. Elder son 

Do. Second son 

First wife of the Jaghirdar . 
Second wife of the Jaghirdar . 
Wife of the elder son ... 


Per annum. 
Rs. 900 


>1 


340 

340 

170 

170 

80 


Total Rupees ... 2,000. 

In case of the second son’.s marriage the Jaghirdar s allowance of 
Rs. 900 will be reduced by Rs. 80 leaving 820 Rs. to be drawn by him, 
the Rs. 80 being given to the wife of the second son. 

10. That it is much to be regretted that all expenses on account of 
deaths in the Western Palace Family have not been noticed and thrown 
npon the State. The Memorialist has drawn on different occasions different 
sums under extraordinary items. He was paid when His Highness the 
late Rajah and His Ranee Sahibas paid their debt to nature. He received 
a pretty good sum from the State to meet the needful expenses on account 
of his nephew’s (sister’s son’s) death. Of course all these deceased indi- 
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rid iials were external members of the Western Palace Family. The 
State has, on various occasions, undertaken to provide for contingencies 
of even a less important character ; of those may be mentioned the ex¬ 
penses ter consecrating the residence of the Jaghirdar s second son, 
procured at a monthly rent, outside the Western Palace premises; again 
the State defrayed the expenses on the occasion of the Jaghirdar’s first 
son being attacked with measles. Lastly the State paid in all Its. 200 
on account of expenses incurred by the Memorialist and his younger son 
when the latter was laid up by an accidental fall from his horse-vide Poli*^ 
tical Agent's letter No. 7/23:1 (14tli February 1895). One more point 
worthy of note. The State incurred the necessary funeral expenses on 
the occasion of the Memorialist's (Jaghirdar's) daughter's death that 
happened in 1883. But now the Goveriiment of Madras has sanctioned 
the Jaghirdar’s death-expenses alone from the Shite, when it should 
defray all expenses on account of deaths occurring in the domestic circle 
of the Jaghirdar. Now it will be seen that while comparatively less im¬ 
portant charges and that of a particular death in the family have been 
met out of the State funds, no provision lias been made for casualities ot 
a similar nature. 

11. That with reference to the contract proposed by the Political 
Agent the Memorialist begs to state that when his opinion was demanded 
as to whether he would like to receive in lump his share of the consoli¬ 
dated allowances for 5 years or once in a year or once in a month, he 
expressed that he should be paid at once for 5 years for the reasons that 
he had not drawn the consolidated horse and carriage allowance of Rs. 
3,900 for 15 years as proposed by the late Political Agent Mr. Fawcett, 
which the Jaghirdar did not accept owing to the period being too long 
and that he possesses no horses, no good vehicles, no utensils, or articles 
of furniture for his personal use and comfort and that he is unable to 
obtain loans from any direction owing to his status or exemption from 
the jurisdiction of the local tribunals -a special privilege allowed by 
Government Order No. 261 dated the 14th May 1881. But the present 
Bewau communicated to the Memorialist's sorrow and surprise, that the 
allowance for all extraordinary expenses, save those on account of the 
60 thBirthday, marginally noted items, is payable 
Jaghirdar’s Oeiuh, Palace Repairs. yearly. His fervent prayer is there¬ 
fore that he should he paid, in advance for the next 5 years for providing 
himself at the outset with necessary vehicles, animals and articles of 
furniture, 


12 . That in the distribution of the consolidated extraordinary allo¬ 
wance among the members of the Family, the Memorialist’s share has 
fallen short by Rs. 20 against the spirit of the written order laying down 
the ratable division in proportion ix) their share in the money-pension. 
Para 5 of the printed enclosure *^ will afford further information in this 
connection. 

13. That the State has accepted to celebrate the Memorialises 60th 
Birth-day. Prior to the performance of the ceremony in question it is 
absolutely necessary that he should get h^ nself purified by the Panchak- 
shara TJpadesam—five sacred spells—to be mculcated by the Loga Guru 
or Head Priest of the Hindu Religion and then go on a pilgrimage to 
Benares and Rameswarum. These expenses are to be incurred by the 
State once in the Memorialist’s lifetime. No information regarding these 
has been furnished to the Memorialist though he has made reference to 
the higher authorities. 

14. That the Memorialist wishes to get sanction to meet the ex¬ 
penses of his intended trip to Kumbhakonum during the coming Maha 
Maghum occurring once in 12 years, to which all orthodox Hindus of 
the Memorialist’s age, who is approaching 60 years, attach the highest 
religious significance* 

15. That the present annual income collected from the Memoria¬ 
list’s resumed Jaghir villages settled upon permanent Cowles, is nearly 
Rs. 80,000 as appears from the accounts contained in the Pudukotah 
Administration Reports. 

16. That in acknowledging the receipt of the Memorialist’s letter 
No. 49 dated 23rd October 1895, giving cover to a Manuscript Memorial 
addressed to His Excellency the Right Honorable The Governor of Mad¬ 
ras, the Political Agent, Mr James Andrew, was good enough to commu¬ 
nicate to the Memorialist by letter No. 28 dated 30th October 1895 that 

Government passed its orders after giving the whole matter its careful 
consideration, ” and he considered that it would be wasting the time of 
His Excellency to forward the Memorial* The Memorialist then addressed 
him letter No. 51 (2nd November 1895) soliciting a reconsideration and 
solution of the points mentioned in the concluding paragraph of this 
Memorial, 


♦ Enclosure refers to the previdua petition to the Qovemment of Madras. 





The marginally noted reply Ko, 377, nnder date Sth December 1895 
>va 3 received from the Political Agent through the Dewaii of Pudukota. 

The Government deolines to reconsider Tl^^-eupon the Memorialist humbljr 
the arrangomoutB which have recently requested the Political Agent to turnish 
been approved after full consideration, , . . » i 

him with copies ot ms correspondence 
and the Order of Government or to communicate to him particulars in 
further detail relating to the linal settlement of consolidated allowance, as 
the arrangement is declared to be in perpetuity* The Political Agent 
declined. 

17. That in, conclusion, your Lordship’s humble Memorialist craves 
that the following prayers be granted, for which act of justice he shall, as 
in duty hound, ever pray. 

(a) The State that accepts to conduct the expenvses on account of 
the Western Palace Jaghirdar’s death should also be made to do the same 
(for the reasons set forth in Para 10 supra) when any death occurs in the 
Jaghirdar’s domestic circle. 

(b) For the reasons shown in Para 11 above, the total allowance 
for the five years should be paid in advance without delay. 

{c) As originally proposed and communicated by the autho¬ 
rities, Rs. 20 must be added to the Jaghirdar’s share of the consolidated 
extraordinary allowance. 

(d) Special assignments from the State for the Religious Cere¬ 
mony called Punchakshara Upadesam celebrated only once in one’s life 
time, as well as for a pilgrimage to Benares and Rameswarnm and also 
special sanction for the expense on account of Mahamugum that comes 
off once in 12 years are solicited. The next Mahamugum falls next year. 

(e) Special permission is prayed for the granting of copies of the 
Political Agent’s twrespondence or for full particulars and of the Order 
of Government touching the settlement of the consolidated extraordinary 
allowances to the members of the Western Palace Family. 

N. B. In obedience to the marginall^'^noted Orders from the Govern- 

.. 602/32 11- 89. ment of Madras and the Government of India, 

No.— 80/13—2---^. this Aieraorial is submitted through the proper 

No.— 494, 1./80— 1 — 91. * * 

channel. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 
30th January 1896* Western Palace Jaghirdar. 





Order of the Govenime3iit communicated through the Political 
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ALgent. 

No. 88. 


Office of the Political Agent. 
Trichinopoly, dated 27th April 189G. 


To 


The Western Palace Jughirdar, 


Sii\—With reference to your memorial to th^ Government of India 
dated 30th January 1896, on the subject of the consolidated allowance, 
I have the honor to inform you that His Excellency the Governor General 
in Council sees no reason to interfere in your behalf, 


(Signed) Andrew, 
Political Agent. 


As no mention was made in the Orders of the Government on the 
sulyect of the expenses on account of a trip to Komboconum for the 
Mahamugimi as well as of a pilgrimage to Benarese and Ranniswarurn, a 
reference was made to the Political Agent and the following reply was 
obtained by the Jaghirdar: - 

No. 215. Office of the Political Agent. 


Trichinopoly, dated 19th May 1896. 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar, 


To 


—In reply to your letter No. 9 dated 9th instant, 1 have the 
honor to inform you that the order passed on the subject of the consoli¬ 
dated allowances are final, and the State will not hear any of the expenses 
referred to in para 2 of your letter, 


(Signed) J. Andrew, 
Political Agent. 


Palace Repairs. 


A large sum of Rs. 20,000 was sanctioned for repairing the Westeni 
Palace Main Building as well as for the erection of a new stable. The 
Jaghirdar’s first complaint to the Political Agent was that the repairs 
were not strong, that the door frames and windows were not replaced by 
fresh ones, that necessary works were not executed in the newly-built 
stable, that the leaf-roofed sowkey in the middle of the palace court-yard 
was neglected, and that the local Chief Engineer should be instructed to 
test the strength and quality of the repairs and also to examine the W'orks 
newly. executed as well as to see what more repairs and works were 
necessarily to be done. 


34 
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reference to the Jaghirdar’s letter No. 37 dated 12tli October 
188y, the Political Agent, after a reference to the Dewan-llegent, 
forwarded the following copy of the letter received from him for the 
Jaghirdar’s information:— 

l)ewall’s Office. 

No. 563. 17th November 1889. 

To G. W. Fawcett Esquire, 

Political Agent for Pudnkota. 

Sir,—Replying to your Docket, No. 532 dated the 21st October 
1889 on a letter addressed by the Western Palace Jaghirdar under date 
the 12th idem, 1 have the honor to report that every necessary repair and 
many more which were not absolutely neces.sary have been executed with 
great care and regardless of cost and that the statements made regarding 
the quality of work &c. and the expenditure are simply idle, if not imper¬ 
tinent It is not at all necessary that the Pandal or Sowkey in the mid¬ 
dle of the court yard should be pucka-built. It is used only on occasions 
oi marriages or in the hot weather and a leaf-roof put up and renewed 
as usual is the best; nor was it necessary to pull down every door and 
window and build them afresh. Those that required it were renewed and 
repairetl, and the rest were left as they were; so wdth the stables which 
are as complete and spacious as he ever had in his life and have been 
built regardless of expense. I do not expect him to be content with 
anything. But there is a limit to the expenditure of Sirkar money and I 
cannot afford to spend more than I have done. 

(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri, 
Dewan-Regerit, 

Then the Jaghirdar pointed out to the same Political Agent, Mr. 
G. W. Fawcett, certain defects and requested him to bestow his kind atten¬ 
tion at an early date, expressing his regret that no previous intimation 
had been given him of his (P. A’s) inspection of the Palace building so 
that he might be able to welcome him to his residence and shew' the 
defects pointed out in his letter. 

Political Agent’s Office, 

N"* 669 Trichinopoly, dated 11th November 1889. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor, in reply to your letter No. 46 dated 6th 
November 1889 to point out that I was in Pudukota two full days before 


267 

I inspected the Western Palace buildings, and as you know it, you could 
have coraniunicated with me in time. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

The following letters were addressed in reply to those of the Political 
Agent and the Dewan-Regent:— 

Pudukotii, 

No. 52 12th November 1889. 

To The Political Agent. 

Sir,—In acknowledging the receipt of your letter No. 609 of yester¬ 
day's date, pointing out that I could have communicated with you as 1 
was aware that you were in Pudukota two full days before you inspected 
the Western Palace. 

2 . Your official letters Nos. 437 dated 12th September 1889, & 578 
dated 30th October 1889 simply intimated to me that you would endea¬ 
vour to settle the family quarrel during your visit to the capital. From 
this I was indeed unable to learn that you wished or intended to inspect 
the Western Palace building. Nor w'as a letter, either private or public, 
addressed to me on the subject. I was not aware of the precise hour at 
which you would be pleased to visit the Palace. Moreover 1 was living 
apart from the main building. 

3. It is beyond hnnian jx>wer to attempt to recover time once lost 
I am not therefore disposed to speak much about it. The defects I have 
pointed out in my letter No. 46 dated 6th November 1889 still remain as 
they were before ; consequently I request you will ho pleased to instruct 
Mr. Wilks, the Local Engineer, to inspect the building and see to the de¬ 
fects or wants shown in my letter No. 57 (12th October 1889). 

Expecting your early reply. 

(Signed) Jiathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

No. 57 Pudukota, Western Palace, 

25th November 1889. 

To The Political Agent. 

Sir,—1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the 
Dewan-Regent’s letter No. 563, dated the 17th inst. and forwarded for 
my information with foot-note No. 640 dated 2l8t November 1889 with 
reference to my letter No. 37 dated 12th October 1889. 
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2. [b tlio Dewan-Regent’s letter of the above date I see that he 
f^tates that every BocoBsary repair and many more which were not abso¬ 
lutely necessary have been executed with great care and regardless of 
cost and that the statements made regarding the quality of the work etc. 
and the expenditure are simply idle, if not impertinent* 

3 . With regard to the quality of the works executed or the repairs 
made, I regret Jhat the Dewan-Iiegeut’s statement is void of truth. If 
they are all inspected or examined by a professionalist, such as Mr. 
Wilks, then all the defects will strike his eye. What appeared to my 
inexperienced and untrained eyes I have stated in my letter iNo. 46/6— 

The Dewan-Regenfc,—not a professionalist—has not seen the 
building after the repairs alleged to have been completed with great 
care and regardless of cost. His words may look fair in your opinion, 
l)?it works have not been accordingly executed. He is not known by his 
deeds. In fact, none hut those who witness his actions can contradict 
his allegation. 

4 . The Dewan-Regent sp(mks in his letter, that it was unnecessary 
to pull flown every door and window and build theui afresh. A refei’enoe 
to pura'3 of my letter No. 46 dated 6th November 1889, will lead you 
to the conviction that the decayed wooden-doors and windows and those 
eaten up by white ants and other insects, require renewal, To a window 
of the room where money and other valuables are kept and hoarded, " 
there are no iron bars fixed. One of the cracked rafters of the main 
building in which 1 have to move about at all times has not been replac¬ 
ed by a fresh one. The court-yard is situated so low that the water of 
the street drains finds its way to it, even at the lowest flow. This is 
apparently visible even to au unprofessional man. The inters]iaces in 
the Parapet walls are so wide that they cun scarcely escape the eyes of a 
common spectator. The bare walls above the surface of the earth have 
not been plastered, and the bricks aro so naked in their worn-out stfite 
that they will gradually wear away by the dashing of rain or water that 
falls from the upmost part of the main building. Besides these there 
are innumerable otlier drawbacks in the execution of the Palace repairs. 
While so, it is a matter to be judged fairly whether my shitement or 
that of the Hewan-Regeut partakes of the truthful. 

N. B. The front parts of the tiled building where my sentinels used 
to remain both night and day are not rebuilt, those parts having been 
knocked dow n by marahmut workmen to afford them au easy passage to 
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beams, rafters, chunam and other things. Who is to build 

them afresh? 

5. The Sowkey in the central court-yard is not only used on occa-^ 
sions of marriages or in the hot weather, but alsQ availed of for several 
other purposes. It is in this Sowkey I used to make Poojey and daily 
supplications both in the morning and evening, 

6 . I observe in the D6%vaTi“Hogent’s letter that Stabler are as com¬ 
plete and spacious as I ever had in jny life, and have been built regard¬ 
less of expense. This reference is rather impolitic, if not impertinent on 
the part of the Dewan-Regent, I had in n)y young days two dozens of 
horses for iny use. My father had possessed camels^ elephants, horses 
and bulls in the stables within this Palace limits. The necessary works in 
the new shibles in question are not at all exeonted. There are no places 
fixed and sot apart for the [uirposes of boiling and cooling the 
gram ; no stones with holes are set in the horse-shed so that bamboos 
may be put across them to keep th(3 Australian horses safe or to 
prevent them from going out of their sheds. There are no stone 
posts for the purpose of tying the ropes or stiings attacheil to the necks 
and legs of the horses. There is no bridge built across the street channel 
over which carriages should be drawn and horses should pass into the 
new stables. Are these not absolutely required to say that the stables 
have been completed with great care and regardless of expense? Are 
these not absolutely necessary in your opinion I What then do you think 
of the merits of the Dewan-Regent's letter referred to above? The Dewa,n- 
Regent has no doubt written to you with vengr^ance. I am perfectly 
sanguine that in future you will not conticle in the letters cooked up 
or in the statements made in elegant terms by the Dewau-liegent with 
a view to spoil my interests, but take into your consideration the natuni 
of my complaint and exercise your authority over him and compel him 
to do the ju^edful. If you are not disposed to interfere in such matters, 
what then is the good of the decision passed on my memorial by the 

(loverinent of India on the 17th September 1886. Certainly it is laid 
down therein that Special reference has been made to the duty of the 
Political Agent carefully to look after the interests of the Chiefs family.’' 
Further it is observed in the Political Agent’s letter No. 262 dated 13th 
November 1886 that ‘‘the Government of India trusts that the Bajah’s 
family may find no cause for anxiety under the new regime,'’ 

7. From the concluding paragraph of the Dewan-Regent’s letter, I 
learn that there is a limit to the expenditure of money, and he cannot 
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afford to spend more than he has done. It is a fact on record that he has 
far exceeded the sanctioned budget estimates and spent more money on 
useless works. If desired, I shall prove this point. The State has not 
repaired my Palace or ^biiilt stables as an act of grace. It is one of the 
conditions imposed on the State owing to the resumption of my Jaghir, 
A reference to the State accounts will show that, apart from all expenses 
incurred up to date on account of my family and palace repairs, a balance 
of nearly two lacs of Rupees remains in the State Treasury. 

8. Under the above circumstances, I cannot but solicit you lo be so 
good as to order the execution of the needful works and the repairs want¬ 
ing. The inarahinut officers have now squandered the sanctioned money on 
useless works without proper care and forethought. If there is no balance 
out of the said money, it does not follow that I should run all risks and 
make in\ self uncomfortable or that 1 should look to the Dewan-Re^ent 
for mercy and sympathy. 

({Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

In reply the Political Agent communicated the following for the 
Jughirdar’s information;— 

D(3wan’s Office, 

No. i) Pudukota, 13th January 1890. 

To G. W . Fawcett Esquire . 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

Sir,—1 have the honor with reference to your docket No. 645 dated 
the 4th ultimo giving cover to a letter to your address from the Western 
Palace Jaghirdar No. 57 dated the 25tli November 1889 to report as fol¬ 
lows on the eleven points marked by you in red pencil. 

Point No. 1. Renewal of decayed windows or doors Those in 
the corridors which form 3 sides of the open quadrangle and ail in the 
3rd story and a few in the second story were renewed and replaced. The 
old doors and windows which have yet to be renewed are in the rooms 
occupied by the elder son (upstairs). These will bo estimated for and re¬ 
newed one after another when those roufns are vacated and handed over 
for repairs. 

Point N. 2, Iron bars to windows of the coffer room This 
room is locked by the Jaghirdar and continues to be used by him as his 
Ireasury. The necessary repairs to the room and the grating of the two 
small windows simply await the removal of the contents of the room. 
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in the rooms not yet repaired, will be renewed and replaced when those 
repairs are taken in hand as soon as the rooms are vacated. 

Point No, 4. The depth ot the Courtyard ”, The floor level of 
the courtyard was already sufficiently high and was therefore left intact. 
The damaged portions of the flooring were replastered and necessary 
conduits opened and constructed to let the rain-water out. The level ot 
the floor is nearly two feet higher than that of the street drain within a 
distance of 80 feet. 

Point No. 5. “ Cracks in the parapet walls The few insignifi¬ 

cant cracks caused by shrinkage under the sun were then and there 
repaired. 

Point No. 6. The facing of the basement all round the main build¬ 
ing will be plastered in due course. Provsion for such renewals of 
plaster and other sundry repairs has been made in the annual mainte¬ 
nance Estimate. 

Point No. 7. “The front tiled portion pulled down”. This was a 
small dilapidated low veranda formerly used for Oondrippu (watchmen). 
This had to be removed when the terrace immediately above it was under 
renewal. Provision has been made for its reconstruction in the annual 
maintenance Estimate for this year and it will be soon carried out. 

Points Nos. 8, 9, 10. “ Stables ”, Provision has been made in the 

estimate for improvements to the stables mentioned by the Jaghirdar, 
but owing to the split in the family each member wanted a separate pass¬ 
age for carriages, separate places for boiling gram, separate platforms 
for cooling the boiled gram and separate rooms for stores &c. The mat¬ 
ter is therefore pending decision regarding the abodes to be assigned to, 
and occupied by, each member and depends on the number of horses and 
carriages each wiU provide himself with. 

Point No. 11: “ Bridge across the street-channel leading to the new 
stables.’’-The side drain of that street was under repair and the construc¬ 
tion of the tunnel was awaiting the marking out of the line. Necessary 
materials have already been carted to the site. 

2 . I requested the Assistant Dewan to inspect the Building. He 
did so, the Jaghirdar being also present with him and the above is the 
result of his inspection. 



3. Whatever remains unexecuted for the reasons stated above 
against each item of camplaint will be taken up and finished as soon as 
it may be possible, after the rooms now in the possession of the Jaghir- 
dar and his elder son aro vacated for the workmen to enter. 

(Signed) Sashiah Sastri, 

Dewan-Iiegent. 

(True copy.) 

No. 12 communicated to the Western Palace Jaghirdar, in reply to 
his letter No. 57 dated the 25th November 1889. 


Trichinopoly, ) 
16th January 1890 J 


(Sigened) Gr. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 


With reference to the several statements contained in the previous 

54 21 11 89 64 ./JJ 12-89 Political Agent, the Jaghirdur add res- 

73'2l--l-00,74/22-1-90 the marginally noted letters, contradicting 

and falsifying certain portions of the Pewan-Ee- 
gent’s allegations and showing that vain excuse was put forward by him 
for evading or delaying the works that ought to have been done at an 
early date. What with making reference and what with writing replies, 
the Political Agent was entirely disgusted. Therefore he sent the follow¬ 
ing for the Jaghirdar’s information: — 

Forwarded to the Dewan-Regeut of Pudukota for such attention as 
may be deemed necessary. 

2 . From the Dewan-Regent’s letter No. 50/1.3-1-90, it is clear that 
he is prepared to carry out every repair absolutely necessary for the con¬ 
venience of the several members of the family; and the Jaghirdar should 
rest contented with representing his grievances in the matter, if any, to 
the Dewan-Regent. The Political Agent feels sine that the Jaghirdar’s 
requests in this repect will receive at the bauds of the Dewan-Regent as 
much attention as the circumstances of the State will allow or the require¬ 
ments of the family need. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 
Political Agent. 

No. 20. (True copy.) 

Communicated to the Western Palace Jaghirdar for information. 


Political Agent’s office ) 
30th January 1890 J 


(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 
Political x4gent. 


uiNisrtf,. 



Eventually the Political Agent was addressed on the subject of re¬ 
pair, works and buildings required for the Jaghirdar’s use and that of his 
second lady. The Political Agent replied thus:— 


Memo. 

I went all over the Western Palace on the ISth instant, in company 
with the Western Palace Jaghirdar and the inarahmut Superintendent for 
the purpose of seeing how far the Jaghirdar*s complaints of bad work 
were justified. The only defects the Jaghirdar could show me were: — 

(rt) a tew cracks in the plaster. 

{b) a few windows and door frames that required removal. 

The second of these defects is being attended to; and the first will 
soon be attended to» The cracks were inevitable. 

2. The Jaghirdar wants a privy, a cookroom and a store room to be 
built close to the main building to be used by him when he moves to it. 
I think he may be given these. They will not cost much. 

3. The Jaghirdar^8 second wife will move into the quarters now 
occupied by the first wife and share them with her when the Jaghirdar 
moves to the main building. 

Pudukota, I (Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

20-5-1890 j Political Agent. 

84-0 dated 23rd May 1890. Communicated to the Western Palace 
Jaghirdar with reference to his letter No. 109 dated jfith May 1890. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

^ Political Agent. 

CHAPTER Vll. 

Religious Endowments, 
rrigokurnum Pagoda Cutley. 

When the Jaghir was in existence, certain villages which formed the 
Jaghir were set apart to meet the charges of daily worship in certain 
temples in the name of the Western Palace Family. Of such temples, 

the one at Trigokurnum—a suburb one mile off the town of Pudukota_ 

has been long a favourite resort of the members of the Rajah’s family. 
They naturally attached much importance to the proper performance of 
the religious worship there, and each one superintended his own kutlei. 
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fciOoMr these circinnstances it was but natural that the Jaghirdar should 
wish to retain the supervision and nmnageiiient of the Kuttei, not with¬ 
standing the extinction of the Jagliir and along with it the existence of 
the Devasthamini villages as such. But though the Dewan-Regcuit allow¬ 
ed such supervision to continue till the abolition of the schedule in 1888, 
yet he declared that with the abolition of the scheduled arrangements the 
right of supervision till then vested in the Jaghirdar became divested on 
the ground that the State could no longer control the Jaghirdar’s officers 
and see to the proper management of the kutlei. The obstinacy of the 
Dewan-Regent in retaining his position unaltered is really interesting 
and instructive, for, even the Jaghirdar’s express personal undertaking 
to hold himself directly responsible for the proper management and his 
promise to recoup any loss which neglect or indifference on his part might 
cause has not inclined the Bewau-Kogent to restore to him a right which 
lie admittedly possessed. The Jaghirdar pursued the .nsnal course of 
petitioning Government for redress through its successive channels. 
But to one intimate witli the mysterious ways of Governunent especially 
in its political department, it is easy to understand how the decision of 
the first authority has staunchly been upheld iu all its stages. By way 
o( explaining we propose to give below certain extracts with necessary 
modifications from the correspondence carried on this .subject which will 
liear out our allegation :— 

In 1882, the Jaghirdar corresponded with the Minister (Dewan-Re¬ 
gent), reque.sting him to put into his hands the incsomes of the several 
pagoda villages, amounting to Rs. 4,050 per annum, so that he as trustee 
and patron might spend the sum for the benefit of the pagodas. 

The Miui.st.er wrote to say that he would see to the question when 
arrangements about the pagoda tenures were taken on hand. Accordingly 
he communicated with the Political Agent, Mr. H. Sewell, in April 1882 
and Issued order Ko. 29 dated 26th August 1882, at the Jaghirdar’s 
written request, to the Manager of the Western Palace, directing him to 
receive each month the sum of Rs. 36--2—0 sanctioned for the expense 
ot the Kutlei in questiou. Not being satisfied with the restoration of the 
right of controlling the Kutlei through his household Manager, tho 
Jaghirdar petitioned the Madras Government on the 5th November 1882, 
praying under the Urd item that the Sirkele (Minister) be instructed to 
pay into the hands of the petitioner the sum of Rs. 4,050, being the in¬ 
come of the pagodas and charitable in.stitutioDs in the resumed Western 


Palace Jaghir. Both the Sirkele and the Political Agent passed their own 
remarks on the subject of the petition, and the Government endorsed in 
the usual way that none of the requests of the petitioner cotild be complied 
with. But it must be distinctly understood that the Minister mentioned 
in his reply to the petition that the management of the Trigokurnuin 
pagoda Kutlei alone was, as a special or an exceptional case, entrusted 
to the Jaghirdar out of regard to his position and dignity and that of 
the members of the Western Palace Paniily, and in consideration of the 
contignity of the temple which is only one mile away from their residence 
and to which they could have the best chance of resorting for daily 
worship. The very Dewan who made a statement of the sort in reply to 
the Jaghirdar’s petition so long ago as 1882, and who became greatly 
enraged at the abolition of the Schedule system in 1888, deprived the 
Jaghirdar of the right of managing the Kutlei of the Trigokurnum 
temple, stating that, with the abolition of the said system, the status of 
the Manager became altered, and that, in consequence, any public func¬ 
tionary could possess no authority over the Jaghirdar’s private Manager, 
if any, his nomination not being subject to the approval of the Sirkele or 
any other competent authority. The Jaghirdar appealed respectively to 
the Polilkal Agent, the Government of Madras and the Government of 
India, and the reply from each quarter is transcribed below :— 

The Political Agent’s decision:— 

Political Agent’s Office. 

No. 374. Trichinopoly, 24th Jnly 188£l. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

tiir,—1 have the honor to reply to your letters No.s. 32 and 4.5 dated 
respectively the 8th February and the 7th June 1889 claiming control 
over the Kutlei of the Trigoknrnnm pagoda. 

2. I have gone through all the records on the subject carcfnlly, 
and have consulted the I)ewan-Regent. 

3. You claim the right of managing the Kutlei on the gronnd that 
it has always been managed by your family. The Dewan-llegent admits 
that your family have always managed the Kutlei but contends that such 
management, as well as the management of several other Kutleis, manag¬ 
ed until lately by your family, but now resumed, was merely an incident 
of your late Jaghir tenure, and that any right, that you may have had 
to such mangement, ceasM, when your Jaghir wa^ resumed. The 


of these Ktitleis was hereditary in your family ; but so w^as 
the Jaghir and^ as the State ha^ resugied the latter, so has it power to re¬ 
sume the former. He adds that the arrangement under which your late 
manager was entrusted by him with the management of the Kutlei coiild 
confer no right on you. 

4. With these reasons of the Dewan-Regent I may say I entirely 
agree, X must therefore decline to interfere. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 
Political Agent. 

The Order of the Madras Government through the Political Agent. 
No. 79—0, Political Agent’s Office. 

Trichinopoly, 17th May 1890. 
To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, with reference to your memo¬ 
rial dated 20th November last regarding the Kutlei of the Tirugokurnum 
temple, that Government has declined to interfere, vide G. 0. No* 239 
dated 7th May 1890. 

(Signed^ G. W. Fawcett, 
Political Agent. 

The Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett, communicated by letter datod 4th 
December 1890 that ‘^tho Government of India declines to interfere in 
the matter of the memorial regarding the Tirugokurnum Kutlei.” 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 
Political Agent. 

P. S. Before the Jaghirdar received the order on his petition from 
the Government of Madras, a telegram was despatched for its considera¬ 
tion, which announced thus;— 

Deferred Telegram. 

20th Jamiary 1890. 

From The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

To The Chief Secretary, Government of Madras. 

Continuing telegram 14th Instant, I represent my Mauagey’s status 
is BO reason to refuse morning Kutlei management, because it was eptrus- 
ted to Manager at my request. Documentary proof appended to Appeyl 
petition. If not so, Stato could have managed as ip caee with all ma 


Jaghir p^igodas. When I possessed Jagliir, State pagoda autliorities 
corresponded with my Palace Manager for irregularity. So they do now 
respecting my nephew, Cbinna Arrainauai Jaghirdar’s midday Kutlei 
managed independently. If some arrangement ordered, am answerable 
for Manager’s actions who will render accounts to any State authority. 

(Signed^ Eatlmkristna Tondirnaii Sahib. 


Pa lain CWadi allowance. 

In 1882, the Jaghirdar addressed tlxe then Sirkele, Mr. A. Sasbiah 
Sastri, asking him to sanction the amount of expenditure incurred on 
account of the Palani Clavadi ceremony—a ceremony of a religious rxature 
—annually performed in honor of the deity on the Palany Hills (Madura 
district) by the Western Palace Jaghirdar himself. While the Jaghir 
was in his possession, he was defraying the expenses from the income of 
the pagoda villages, but with the resum[)tion of the entire Jaghir all the 
villages passed into the direct management of the State. Hence the Ju- 
ghirdar’s request for a special grunt, which fetched the following repl}' 
from the Sirkele:— 

No. 2. Read your yadhast of current No 2 about Palauy Kavady. 

It is quite improper either to spend or advance the amount therein 
mentioned from the surplus or saving in the household expenditure. If 
you think the expenditure necessary, you may make your own arrange¬ 
ment. When sanction is obtained, money will be refunded. I regret 
there is no other way than this. 

(Signed) A Sashiah Sastri, 

26—1—82 Sirkele. 

The Jaghirdar was at the same time put iu possession of a demi-offi* 
oial note from the Sirkele, which is copied below :— 28—1—82. 

My dear Sir,—I shall be glad to you for half an hour or so this 
afternoon at about 5 if it will suit your convenience. 

About Palany Kavadi, I. am sorry I have no power to sanction extra 
expenditure or sanction an appropriation out of savings in tlie household 
expenditure. I shall write for sanction for it when 1 write about Davas" 
thanum and pthc^r arrangements, which I hope to do shortly. 

(Signed) A* Sashiah Sastri^ 
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Having patiently waited for the permanent settlement of the Western 
Palace Jaghir Pagoda villages and gone through the Palani Cavadi Cenv 
niony in accordance with the usual custom, with the full hope that the 
money actually spent would be paid sooner or later, the Jaghirdar 
jiddressed the Political Agent in 1890 for the payment of the arrears, 
and on receipt of a negative decision from him appealed to Government. 
How the Jaghirdar’s original request to the Minister of the State and 
subsequent refusals by the authorities to pay the Jaghirdar the allowance 
in question were fully discussed and decided in the long run will be 
evident from the following eoniiuunications and decisions :— 

To His Excellency the Right Honorable 

the Governor in Council 

Fort Saint George. 

My Lord,—With feelings of deep respect and profound submission, 
1, the Western Palace Jaghirdar and Paternal Uncle of His Highness 
the minor Hajah of Pndiikota, beg leave to convey to your Lordship’s 
kind notice that my hereditary Jaghir was resumed absolutely in 1881 
as an act of state in pursuance of the proposals embodied in G. 0. of the 
14th May 1881. 

With the resam[»tion of my Jaghir even the villages situated in 
it and set apart for the maintenance of pagodas and charitable institutions 
passfNl directly into the possession and management of the State. 

8. Apart from the incomo of the said villages which have been 
assigned solely for the benefit of the pagodas situated both within and 
without the State, an annual allowance of Rs. 15,000 has been settled by 
the said Order of Government upon the Western Palace Family for its 
support and maintenance out of the revenue of the resumed Jaghir 
villages. 

4. In November 1882 1 addressed a petition to the Government of 
Madras soliciting that the sum of Rs. 4,050 be entrusted to me, being the 
income of the Jaghir villages allotted for the maintenance of the said 
pagodas and charitable institutions as I had all along been their patron 
and trustee. But 1 was informed that my request could not be compdied 
with. Such a refusal had been based on the report of the Sirkele who is 
now the DewamRegent of Pudukota. 
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5. In the meantime I opened correspondence with the Sirkele with 
regard to a religious performance called the Palany Cavady ceremony 
annually celebrated by my ancestors as well as the State and the Chinna 
Arramanai Jaghirdar at the sacred shrine on the Palany .Hills for the 
benefit of tlie Toiidiman Family. 

6. In reply to the above con‘espondence, the Sirkele sent me 

* See page 2^7. ^ jS'o. 2 (^26—1—82) and also a D. 0. letter to 

\ the effect that it would be improper to vSanction for 

Palany Cavady an appropriation out of the savings from the Western 
Palace Family Pension Fund, nor could he sanction an advance or extra 
expenditure, but that when he would write to the Political Agent about 
-Davasthanum and other arrangements, he would write for sanction for 
the Palany Cavady expc nse also. 

7. As promised, the Sirkele wrote to the Political Agent in the 
middle of April 1882 about Davasthanum or Pagoda lands and expendi¬ 
ture. I humbly solicit a reference to the Sirkele’s letter in the Political 
Agent’s office, which, I hope, will stand in favor of my request for Palany 
the Cavady expense. 

8. It is apparent that after the receipt of the Political AgenPs 
order on the Sirkele’s letter referred to in the preceding paragraph, he 
(the Sirkele) issued an order to the then Manager who was conducting 
the Western Palace Family expenses, intimating that the sum of Rs. 275 
as. 12 pie. 0 totalled in the Sirkele's List that accompanied his order to the 
Manager should he drawn on his sanction from the surplus of the resum¬ 
ed Western Palace Jaghir Davasthanum resources of each year and 
expended lor the benefit of sundry pagodas and other religious perform¬ 
ances. A reference to the part underlined with red ink on page 2 of the 
Sirkele’s said list will undoubtedly convince your Lordship that the 
Palany Cavady expense should be met out of the Davasthanum Fund and 
not from ray pension. 

9. In obedience to the Sirkele’s order alluded to in the previous 
paragraph, the then Western Palace Manager applied in 1883 for the 
sanction of money required for the different items of Pagoda exi>enses 
and religious performances mentioned in the Sirkele’s said list, when he 
was informed by order No. 19 (11-—4—83) that the communication re¬ 
ceived from the Davasthanum Karhar in reply to his (Sirkele’s) queries 
showed that no fund was then available for the purposes. 
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10. Prool the series of the above correspondences it is abundant!)^ 
clear that the Palany Oavady expense in question should form a charge 
on Dnvasthanuin revenues and that the Political Agent who has himself 
admitted this fact in his letter No. 35, dated 22nd February 1890 declin¬ 
ed to sanction the allowance for the said Palany Oavady only on the 
ground that there were no surplus funds available out of the income of 
Pagoda lands. 

11. On the receipt of the Political Agent’s said letter, I deputed 
men to go to different villages and different pagodas and ascertained the 
actual revenue realised by the State from the resumed Western Palace 
Jaghir Pagoda lands settled under permanent cowles and also learnt the 
ditferent items of expenditure incurred for the benefit of each and every 
pagoda out of the Jaghir Davasthanum resources. Seeing that a large 
saving existed in the Davasthanum fund, I submitted a list to the Politi¬ 
cal Agent with my letter dated 9th April 1890 shewing in a tabular form 
the annual receipt, disbursement and balance. The list will exhibit a 
balance of Its. 11,623-15-1. I thereupon submitted to the Political 
Agent that such a large surplus existed out of the revenues of the Davas- 
thanuin lands and requested sanction for the said Oavady allowance in 
accordance with his letter dated 22d February 1890. 

12. Such beiug the case, it is surprising that the late Political 
Agent concurred with the Dewan-Regent in his views which are diame¬ 
trically opposed to the correspondence that passed between himself, 
myself and the Political Agent on the subject of the Palany Oavady 
allowance. The Political Agent says in his letter that the performance 
of the Palany Cawdy ceremony “ is a purely personal one for your own 
private benefit, and cannot therefore form a charge on the Davasthanum 
revenues,” and that “ the Dewan-Regent’s statement in 1882, that you 
might be paid out of the surplus, if any, was unwarranted.” I humbly 
beg leave to submit to your Excellency in Council that I am entirely at 
a loss to know under what grounds the Political Agent calls the said 
Palany Kavady ceremony a purely persbAal one while the Dewan-Regent 
has himself found its long observance and veneration and recommended 
that the expense thereof might be met out of the Davasthanum Surplus 
Funds, and it is a matter of extreme astonishment that the Political 
Agent should have called the Dewan-RegenPs statement umvarraitted, 
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In thecie circnmstances of the case, f humbly beseech your 
Lordship to be graciously pleased to 
refer to the past correspondences not( 3 d 
in the margin and then sanction for 
Palany Kavady and Shnsti Kutlei an 
annual grant of Rupees 102 and odd set 
down in the Dewan-Regent’s list of ex¬ 
penditure on account of pagodas and 
religious ceremonies including of ooiirae 
Palany Kavady in question, a religious 
ceremony observed by the Tondiman 
family from time inimeuioriai 


D. Iv’s. yadhast dated 20th 
January 1882, to the Jaghirdar. 

D. R’s. B. 0. letter in English 
dated 26th January 1882, to the 
Jaghirdar. 

D. K.*S. letter dated 16th April 
1882, to the Political Agent. 

D. R’s. order and list dated 
2nd June, 1882, to the Western 
Palace Manager. 

Jaghirdar’s Petition (para 84 
Sub-division 9, clause, i) dated 
10th P'ebruary, 1884, to Govern¬ 
ment. 

D. R’s report dated Septem¬ 
ber 1884, on the petition to 
Government through Political 
Agent. 


For which act of kindness and justice, I shall, as in duty bound 
ever pray. 

Pudukota, I (Signed) Riithakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

2nd July 1892. j Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

The Political Agent before submitting the said appeal intimated to 
the Jaghirdar thus 


No. 61/587 


Office of the Political Agent for Pudukota, 
Triohinopoly, 16th July 1892, 


To 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar, 


Sir,—With reference to your letter dated 2nd July 1892, giving 
cover to a memorial addressed to Government, I have the honor to 
inform you that, as the Political Agent finally intimated in his No, 169 
of 4th October 1890, the ceremony in question being a personal one, 
could not reasonably be a charge on the Davastanain fund. In the 
absence of any precedent indicating a customary payment for this pur¬ 
pose out of the endownment trust funds, 1 cannot make any favourable 
remarks as requested in para 1 of your letter quoted above. 

2. The memorial to Government is returned, and it is accompanied 
by enclosures which should be copies and not originals and you should 
append attested translations of the tainil papers. 

(Signed) W.H. Welsh, 

Political Agent. 

se 


MtN/Sr/fj, 
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In reply to the above, the »)aghirdar addressed to the Political 
Agent Mr, Welsh, on the 22nd July 18112 a letter stating that in 1882 
Mr. Sewell, the then Political Agent, had sanctioned the Palani Cavadi 
allowance and the Sirkele also had admitted in his reply to the Jaghir- 
dar’s petition of September 1884 submitted to OoverniiieDt through 
the Political Agent that the allowance would be granted, if there existed 
any surplus in the WcvStern Palace Davastanam general fund. With 
reference to the different decisions of Mr. Fawcett, it was clearly pointed 
out that the first one dated 22ad February 1890 was in conformity with 
the views already embodied in the settled correspondence of 1882 and 1884, 
hilt that the second was quite contrary to what had been communicated, 
since the Jaghirdar was made to incur the Palani Cavady charge from 
his jM 3 rsonal allowance. Whether the Jaghirdar should be paid from the 
Pagoda fund or he should make the expense from his allowance wiivS the 
question moved in the appeal memorial to Government for its solntion. 
Moreover, it was also pointed out to Mr. VYelsb that the Jaghirdar had 
trusted the words and letters of the Sirkele and incurred the expenses 
and that the payment of the allowance had been kept in abeyance owing 
to want of funds. But when it was shewn that there existed a large 
surplus out of the revenue from the resumed Jaghir pagoda villages, 
Mr, Fawcett declined to pass a favourable order by stating that the 
charge should be borne by the Jaghirdar from his own allowance, though 
it was announced in the Political Agent’s letter of 22ad February 1890 
that “as already decided, the allowance can be granted only when there is 
such a surplus ” in the Davastanam fund. 

While the Jaghirdar’s memorial was awaiting orders at the hands 
of the Government, a supplement was submitted by which it was com¬ 
municated that the Sirkele had paid Rs. 30 in 1884 from the State fund for 
the performance of a spiritual vow made by the Jaghirdar’s son when he 
was attacked with small-pox. Certainly the vow was a personal one 
dedicated to the goddess in a village for the son’s personal benefit. 

The decision of the Government communicated through the Political 
Agent to the Jaghirdar was as follows:— 


Office pf the Political Ageui, 
Trichinopoly, 31st August 1892. 


No. 61/819. 
To 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar 


Sir,—With reference to your letter of 2nd July 1892, on the subject 
of Palany Kavadi allowance, I have the honor to intimate that Govern¬ 
ment has given careful attention to the memorials; but is of opinion that 
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the question to which they relate is one for settlement between the State 
as the present trustee of the Davastanum funds and yourself as the 
ex-trustee and that therefore it cannot interfere in such a matter. 

(Signed) W. H. Welsh, 

Political Agent. 

After having had a personal interview at Trichinopoly with the 
Political Agent, Mr. Welsh, the Jaghirdar handed over the following 
letter for his ])ernsal and consideration:— 

3rd Kovember 1892. 

To W. H. Welsh Esq. 

Political Agent. 

Sir,—1 have the honor to bring to your kind notice that in reply to 
iny printed memorial dated 2nd July 1892 addressed to the Government 
of Madras concerning a religious performance called Palany Cavadi 
ceremony 1 have received the intimation that the Government is of 
opinion that “the question is one for settlement between the State as the 
present trustee of the Davasthanum funds and myself as the ex-rrustee."' 

2 In ac?cordance with the Dewan’s communications addressed to 
me both officially and demi-officially I am fully aware that a reference 
was made by him to the Political Agent in 1882 between the months of 

January and June when all arrangements re- 

Vide Do^vaii’s letter datiMl . .i i j i r i . 

lethApniissa to the latiDg to the resumed Western Palace Jaghir 
Political Agent. pagodas were settled and sanctioned by the 

Political Agent. 

3. It will be apparent on the face of the documents noted in the 
margin that he (Dewan) has expressed his in¬ 
tention of writing to the Political Agent for his 
sanction about Palany Cavadi allowance when 
he (Dewan) would write about Devasthanum 
and other arrangements. 


Dewan’is YadhajHt No. 2 
dated 2et;h Jnnuajy 1882 
to the Jaghirdar 
D’sD.O. letter dated 26th 
January" 1882. 


4. 


It was only after the receipt of the Political Agent’s sanction that 
the Dewan has embodierl the item for the Palany 

Videcopyof the Dewan 8 list Qavadi Ceremony in the list of expenditure 
to the Western Palace i i • i/. i i 

Manager. framed by himselr on account ot sundry pa¬ 

godas and other religions ceremonies and for¬ 
warded to the Western Palace Manager for information. 
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5. fn obedience to the Dewan’s order No. 29 of 2nid June 
issued with the said list, under his seal and signature^ the then Western 
Palace Manager wrote an iirgy to the Dew^an applying for the sanction 
and disbursement of a certain amount of money from the Davasthanoin 
resources for the expenses of sundry temples and religious ceremonies. 

(). On receipt of the Western Palace Manager's report the Dewan 
wrote tp the Deputy-Peishkar (the Superintendent or the Head officer of 
all the pagoda lands in the State) asking him to furnish information as to 
whether funds could bo spared from the revenues of the resumed pagoila 
lands for meeting the charges of sundry religious performances mention¬ 
ed in the Dewan's list of expenditure alluded to in para 4 supra. A 
reference to this list will shew beyond all dispute that the proposed item 
of expense of ,Rs. 100 on account of the annual ceremony celebrated on 
the Palany Hills situated out of the State has been included asonefonn- 
ing a charge on Davastbanum revenues. 

7. In reply to the Dewan’s communication enquiring whether 
funds could be available for defraying sundry religious charges, the Su«- 
perintendenf of all the pagoda lands wrote to him to say that disburse¬ 
ments on account of pagodas had far exceeded the receipts. Thereupon 
the Dewan sent order No. 10 dated llth April 1883 under his seal and 
signature to the Western Palace Manager intimating tliat, owing to want 
of funds, his request could not be complied w ith. And .ns the settlement 
of all the pagoda lands situated in the Western Palace Jaghir was not 
brought to a close till 1885 (as indicated in the Administration Report), 
the payment for the Palany (^avadi performance and the sundry religious 
ceremonies was kept in abeyance. 

8. In 1890 the question w'us moved before the Political Agent and 
his sanction for the payment of Rs. 100 (the amount put down in the De- 
wan’s list of expenditure on account of thoPalani Cavadi ceremony) was 
solicited. The Political Agent's letter No. 35 dated 22nd February 1890. 
contains in as strong terms as possible the information that ‘‘the allow¬ 
ance for Palany Cavadi cannot be granted as there is no surplus at 
present out of the income from the Jaghif^ Davasthanum lands” and that 
“as already decided, the allowance can be granted only when there is such 
surplus 

9. It is evident from the tenor of the Political Agent’s letter (|Uote<l 
above that the question about the Palany Cavadi allowauce has been already 



led bqt payment was withlield owing to non-oxistooco surplus 
out of Davasthanum revenues which was the only causp alleged by the 
Dewan-Regent for his having refused payment. 

10. The above decision of the late Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett, 
dated 22nd February 1890 confirms the correspondence that passed on 
in 1882 between myself and the Dewaii and the Political Agent, Mr. 
H. Sewell 


(Signed) Rathakristna Tondinian Sahib 

Instead of giving a reply regarding the settlement of the Palany 
Oavadi allowance, the Political Agent was pleased to take down the 
Jaghirdar’s statoinents and ascertain from him the actual amount spent 
by him on account of the Palany Oavadi PerformaucM^ The Jaghirdar 
mentioned that he had borrowed Rs. 700/at Rs. 100/per annum at 1 per 
ceut, and gone through the ceremony fully relying on the Dewan’s yarl- 
hast and letter which promised repayment The Political Agent having 
been fully convinced that the Jaghirdar was entitled to the arrears, told 
him that he should apply to the Dewan-Regent for the same, and 
thereby left the main point at issue undecided. In pursuance of the Po¬ 
litical Agent’s instructions, the Jaghirdar wrote a yadha.st asking for 
payment of the arrears. The Dewan-Regent wrote to say that he could 
remember that the Palany Gavadi question had already been settled and 
at the same time he intimated to the Jaghirdar that if copies of the 
correspondences carried to the higher authority and other cominunica- 
tions in connection with the Palany Oavadi affair could bo sent to him, 
he would then see to it. The Political Agent was requested to furnish 
the Jaghirdar with a copy of the Proceedings passed upon his letter of 
the 3rd November 1892. The following letter was received from the 
Political Agent and forwarded to the Dewan-Regent:— 


No. 61/81 


Office of the Political Agent for Piidukota 
Trichinopoly, 24th January 1893. 


To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter dated 16th January 1893, you 
were on 3rd November 1892 personally informed that your best course was 
to apply to the Dewan-Regent for repayment of Palany Oavadi money as 
per his ysdhast of 26th January 1882, and to apply to him as present 
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trustee to permit the contimiaoce of the ceremony if he considered that 
the trust atithorizes continuance. 


(Signed) W.H. Welsh, 

Political Agent. 

On perusal of the above letter forwarded by the Jagbirdar, the 
Dewan«Regent addressed him the following:-— 

Miscellaneous No. 21. ('ll—3— 

Received your yadhast of current No. 20 dated 16—2—93. 

As you have sent me therewith only a copy of the Political Agent’s 
letter No. 61/31 dated 24th January 1893 received by you and as copies 
of the chief coranmnications addressed to him were not forwarded, I 
have the honor to re(|ue.st you to send me copies. In the absence of such 
copies it cannot he understood how you have set forth the circumstances 
and made your request. It was stated in the letter addressed to you 
on 4th October 1890 No. 169 by the late Mr. Fawcett that the Dewan- 
Regent’s shit anent in 1882 that you might be paid out of the surplus, if 
any, was unwarranted.” If you had repre.sented this circumstance to the 
pre.sei)t Political Agent, I think he would not have written to you subse¬ 
quently letter No. 61/81 dated 24th January 1893. It is doubtful whether 
the present Political Agent had in his memory his letter of 16th July 
1892 No. 61/587 written to you. Whatever might be the case, it appears 
that there is notliing more to he done by me in the matter. 

11—3—93 f Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri, 

Dowan-Hegent. 

The above refusal by the Dewan-Regent gave room to theJaghirdar 
to address again the Political Agent on the subject. His reply No. 61/757, 
dated 8th June 1893 was that as the matter was in the sole discretion of 
the trustee, he could not interfere. 

After the as.sumption of the charge of the Political Agency by 
Mr, Miller, the successor of Mr. Welsh, the Jaghirdar applied for a copy 
of the proceedings passed on his letter under date, 3rd November 1892. 
He was accordingly furnished with a which is reproduced below:— 

Proceedings of the Political Agent for the State of Pudukota, on 
the letter dated 3rd November 1892, from the Western Palace Jaghirdar 
requesting Palatii Kavadi allowance. * * * * 

* * * * * m ^ 
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The Western Palace Jaghirdar should now apply to the Dewan- 

♦No. 2 dated 26th January 1882 Regent for repayment of the money which 

from the Dewan-Eegent to the , n • i i 11 i 

W. P, Jaghirdar. the ^ y ad hast promised should be repiiid and 

should apply to the Dewaii-Regent as present trustee to permit the con¬ 
tinuance of the ceremony if he considers that the trust authorises 
continuance. 

(Signed) W. H. Welsh, 

Political Agent for Pudiikota. 

83—0/1223 of 25—8—1893. 3_U_92. 

Copy forwarded to the Western Palace Jaghirdar as reque.sted in 
his letter dated 7th August 1893. 

(Signed) Lewis. 0. Miller, 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

On the 4th of September 1893, Mr. Miller was again addres.-^cd. 
Another letter under date 14th September solicited the ad justment of 
the question. Thereupon the following copy of his letter to the Dewnn- 
Regent was forwarded for the Jaghirdar’s information. 

IJo. 83—0/1311 Political Agent’s Office for Fudukohi. 

Trichinopoly, 7th Septemi)er 1893. 

From L. C. Miller Esquire, 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

To The Dewan-Regent, Pudukota, 

Sir,—In continuation of this office ]No. 83—0/1222 dated 25tli 
August 1893, 1 have the honor to inform you that the Western Pahice 
Jaghirdar has again under date the 14th instant written to say that he 
has not been paid the arrears of the Palani Kavadi expenses referred to 
in the Proceedings of the Political Agent sent with the above endorse¬ 
ment nor has he received a reply to his communication to you on the 
subject. 

2. It appears to me that the allowance may fairly be paid to him, 
at any rate, up to the date at which it was notified to him (i. e, on 4th 
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“October 1890) that the charge should be met by him from his own 
pocket, as his expenditure was incurred on the faith of a promise made 
in 1882 that he should be reimbursed. 

6. 1 re<|ne»t to be informed whether you agree with me in the above 

opinion and, if so, I would :8iiggest that the matter may be disposed of 
without any funher delay. 


(Signed) L. C. Miller, 

Political Agent. 


88—0/1390 dated 15th September 1893. Forwarded to the Western 
Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota, with reference to his letter dated 4th Sep¬ 
tember 1893. 


(Signed) L. 0. Miller, 
Political Agent for Pudukota. 


A letter was sent on the 7th Octolier 1893 to Mr. Miller with the 
request that an arrangement should be made for the repayment of the 
Palnui Kavadi arrears. With the reply that the Dewan-liegent was recent^ 
ly addressed and that the Jaghirdar should apply to him for the arrears 
of the said expenses, Mr. Miller closed his connection as Political Agent 
when he was succeeded by Mr. J. Andrew who, after replying to the 
Jaghirdar that he v/as awaiting a reply from the Dewan-Regent, addres¬ 
sed him the following letter 

Xo. 17—0/831. Office of the Political Agent For Pudukota. 


Trichitiopoly, 28th May 1894. 


To The Western Palaoe Jaghirdar. 


—With reference to your letter^ No. dated 13tli January 1894 
giving particulars of your claim of arrears of the Palani Kavadi ceremony, 
I liave the honor to inform you that the letter under reference men¬ 
tions Rs. 1,580 as the amount of clmm, but in your leftfcer No. 69 of 9th 
Jantiary 1890, para it is stated as 

“ For the years 1882,1883,1884, and 1885, I had defrayed the 
expenses from my own resources. During the last two years, such ex¬ 
penses were not made on account of the Rajah’s and the Senior Ranee 
Sahiba’s death.” 



Taking this variation as regards the amount of olaim preferred by 
you as well as your answer to the question put to you by Mr. Welsh on 
the 3rd November 1892, ^^’hich runs as follows—‘‘I borrowed Rs. 100 
every year except three that is Rs. 700 with interest at 1 per cent. The 
Palani Temple has accounts of this.’’ It is not understood what is the 
correct amount of your claim, and until these variations are clearly re¬ 
conciled and explained, I cannot do anything in the matter. I therefore 
request that you will let me know exactly what you claim as arrears 
(without interest) in re.spect of each year, showing clearly whether you 
speak of the calender or Fnsli year, and what your claim in respect of 
intere.st. 

(Signed) James Andrew, 
Political Agent. 

To furnish full information on the questions, the following letters 
were addressed by the Jaghirdar:— 

To James Andrew Esquire, Slst May 1894. 

Political Agent. 


Sir,—In acknowledging the receipt of your letter No. 17/831 datecl 
28th instant making enquiries as to the correct amount claimed by me as 
arrears for the Palani Kiivady performance, I have the honor to inform 
you that, with reference to my letter No. 69 of 9th January 1890, T 
borrowed money and performed the ceremony during the years noted in 
the margin, but I did not celebrate it during the 
years 1887 and 1889 on account of the deaths of 
H. H, the Rajah, and his Senior Ranee Sahiba, 
which occurred in April 1886 and July 1888 res¬ 
pectively. The Palany Cavady ceremony is celeb¬ 
rated annually in the month of January correspond¬ 
ing to the Tamil month—^Thyee of each year. 


Years of performance. 
January—1882. 

-„—-1883. 

—„-1884.. 

- 

--1886. 

-„-1888. 

Years of nonperformance. 
Jaiittary-*-1887. 

- -1889. 


2. According to the Hindu Custom, no performance of auspicious 
ceremonies is allowed within one year or 360 days. It is a fact that 
H. H. the Bajah died in April 1886, and so I did not perform the Palany 
Oavadi ceremony in the month of January 1887 as one full year of 
mourning did not then come to a close. As Her Highness the Senior 
Ranee Sahiba breathed her last in July 1888, the said ceremony was not 
celebrated during the month of January 1889 which was the middle part 
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year of moarning. Instead of specifying the years of iionperforjn- 
aiiiiusry—1887 noted in the margin it was carelessly written 

—„-1889. in paro 7 in the said letter of 9th January 1890> 

addressed to Mr. Fawcett thnt “during the last two years such expenses had 
not been made on account of the Rajah’s and the Senior Ranee Sahiba’s 
death.” By these quotations it was clearly meant that I liad made no expense.s 
for two years of mourning which is a fact I can’t even now deny. But 
by mistake the years 1-885 and 1888 during which the ceremony was 
actually performed w'ero left out of consideration. It would thus be seen 
that I incurred the expenses for a period of 8 years. 

3. Coming to the last or concluding para 8 of my letter No. 69 of 
9th January 1890 to Mr. Fawcett, I observe that “there is yet a fort¬ 
night for the aforesaid religious performance.” As no impediment of any 
kind existed in January 1890, the Palany Kavadi ceremony was then 
celebrated. Subsequently in Octolwr 1890 Mr. Fawcett intimated to 
me that the Palany Kavadi charge should be met out of my personal 
allowance. Consequently January 1890 preceding the date of such an 
intimation from Mr. Fawcett con,stitates or stands as one of the years of 
performance. 

4. Adverting to Mr. Welsh’s proceedings embodied in your No. 17/ 
831 under reply, I beg to submit that the demise of Her Highness the 
Junior Ranee Sahiba which took place in January 1891, prevented mo 
from observing the Palany Cavadi ceremony. Hence this January 1891 
plus two Januaries (1887 and 1889) during which the Palany Cavadi 
ceremony was not gone through owing to the deaths of the Rajah and , 
his lady, make up 3 years of non-performance. These allegations of 
mine seem to have given birth to the words, “ I borrowed Rs. 100 
every year (except three),” couched in Mr. Welsh’s proceedings of 3rd 
November 1892. 

5. With regard to Rs. 700 put down by Mr. Welsh, I should now 
explain. From January 1882 to 3rd November 1892 (the date on which 
1 saw Mr. Welsh) there are 11 Jam^ries. Leaving out of calculation 3 
.Januaries of the mourning or inauspicious years there remain only 8 
Januaries or 8 years of performance of the Palany Cavadi ceremony. 

As Mr. Welsh expre.ssed tome that I was not entitled to any amount 
actually laid oat of my own resources after the intimation given by Mr. 
Fawcett on the 4th October 1890 to the effect that 1 should perform the 




Paiany Cavadi ceremony upon my own responsibility, I had to deduct 
one year from the 8 years (January 1892) and thus he was enabled to 
put down the amount at Rs. 700 for 7 years. 

0. On a reference being made to mf letter of 13th January 1894, 
claiming the arrears for 8 years, I find that I have wrongly included 
January 1889 in the account and failed to notice that no expense for 
Palany Cavadi was made owing to the demise of the Senior Ranee Sahiba. 
1 must thank you heartily for the discovery of my failure or erroneous 
calculation# 

7. In the Dewan’s yadhast of 1882 addressed to me^ he mentions 
that I should make my own arrangement and incur the expenses on 
account of Palany Cava<li, and that after getting sanction, I would be 
paid. Here it must be remembered that money-pension sanctioned in 
G. 0. of 14th May 1881 for the maintenance of the Western Palace 
Family was placed at the disposal of a Manager and all scheduled expen¬ 
ses were conducted under the Dewan’s direct orders till the abolition of 
the schedule arrangement. Deprived of the power over my purse, I felt 
compelled to borrow or get money with interest at one per cent through 
a third hand in consequence of ray exemption from the Local Civil Tri¬ 
bunals. 1 was a poor pensioner waiting for daily doles at the hands of 
a .stranger. I repeated to Mr. Welsh the tale of miseries and hardships 
I had undergone in getting money for needful purposes or expenses. 
Unless the principal Rs. 700 for 7 years of performance due together 
with the interest accumulated thereon by the Dewan-Regent’s wdlfol 
neglect of payment be sanctioned, 1 would not be relieved from the 
molestation and annoyances of money-lenders. As I have reconciled and 
explained all variations with particulars, I beg to close this letter with 
the re<[uest that in case any doubt arises you will kindly (mil upon me 
for further explanations: such a course will not fail to further the ends 
of justice. 

(Signcfl) Rathafcristna Tondiman Sahib. 

Pudukotta, 31st May 1894. 

To dairies Andrew Esq. 

Political Agent. 

Sir,—In continuation of the accompanying letter of today’s date, I 
have the honor to submit below a statement showing the principal and 
the interest from Janaary 1882 up to September 1890. 
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Principal. 


Interest. Years. 


1890 ^ 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

R.S. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


100 - 

100 - 

100 - 

100 - 

100 - 

100 - 

100 - 

700 


-Rs. 

-Rs. 

-Rs. 

-Rs. 

-Rs. 

-Rs. 

-Rs. 


105 

93- 

81- 

69- 

57- 

33- 

9- 

447 


for 8- 

-7- 

- 6 - 

-5- 

-4 


Months. 

-9 

-9 

-9 

-^9 

-9 

-9 

-9 


Grand Total 700-1-447=1,147 Rs. 

2. The above interest I have reckoned at 1 per cent from January 
] 882 (date of the Dewan’s yadhast about Palany Cavadi) up to September 
1890, 4th October 18S»0 being the date on which Mr. Fawcett informed 
me that the Palany Cavadi charge should be met from my personal 
allowance. 

3. As the above .sum of Rs. 1,147 including both the principal and 
the interest has not yet been paid, I am entitled to the recovery of inter¬ 
est (Rs. 308) due on the aggregate Principal of Rs. 700 for 3 years and 
8 months reckoning from October 1890 to current May 1894. 

4. I humbly solicit you will be good enough to sanction the pay¬ 
ment of Rs. 700 plus interest of Rs. 447 for the first period and the 
interest of Rs. 308/for the second period making in all a total of Rs. 1,455, 
for which act of justice and kindness I .shall feel thankful and grateful. 

(Signed; Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

The answer of the Political Agent that the Palany Cavadi affair was 
under correspondence with Government, gave rest to the Jaghirdar’s 
pen. After laborious and tedious correspondence (as shewn below) on 
the part of the Jaghirdar who contended for justice with a persevering 
mind imbued with the principle that “ Perseverance softens the Alps of 
difficulty,” he welcomed the following decision on the question of re¬ 
payment of the Palany Cavady arrears for 7 years together with interest 
thereon:— t 

Political Agent's Office, 

. Trichinopoly, 25th August 1894. 

The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to the correspondence ending with my letter 
No. 17-0/1224 dated 7th instant, I have the honor to inform you that 


No. 17—0/1351, 


To 
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Governnienti has sanctioned the payment to you of a sum of Rs. 1,075 
(one thousand and seventy-five} in tull satisfaction of your claims in 
connection with the Palani Kavadi expenses incurred by you. On the 
understanding that you accept this sum in full satisfaction, you will be 
paid. The Dewan-Regont has been addressed on the subject. 


(Signed) 


James Andrew, 
Political Agent. 


A series of correspondence on the subject of Palany Cavadi 
allowance. 


Yadast 

from 

the Jaghirdar to the Sirkele, 

■dated-1882 

do 

do 

Sirkele to the 

Jaghirdar 

d/26—1—1882 

D. 0. letter do 

do 

do 

do 

d/ do 

Letter 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Pol. A. Mr. G. W. Fawcett 






d/9—1—1890 

do 

do 

Pol A. 

do 

Jaghirdar 

(1/22—2—1890 

do 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

P. A. Mr. Fawcett, d/9 -4-1 ^^90 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/27- -8—1890 

do 

do 

Pol A. 

do 

Jaghirdar, 

d/4_9_18a0 

Memorial 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Government, 

d/16—9—1890 

Letter 

do 

Pol A. 

do 

Jaghirdar 

d/19—9-1890 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/4_l0—1890 

Memorial 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Government 

d/2—7-1892 

Letter 

do 

Pol A. 

do 

Jaghirdar 

d/16—7—1892 


(Mr. 

W. H. Welsh) 




do 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Pol. A. 

d/22—7—1892 

Supplement do 

do 

do 

Government 

d/j_8_1892 

G.O. communicated by Pol A. 

do 

Jaghirdar 

d/31—8—1892 

Letter 

from 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Pol. A. 

d/3—11—1892 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/16—1—1893 

do 

do 

Pol A. 

do 

Jaghirdar 

d/24—1—1893 

Yadast 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Dewan-Regent d/16—2—1893 

do 

de 

Dewan-Rt. do 

Jaghirdar 

d/ll—3—1893 

do 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Pol. A. 

d/7 4—1893 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/ll -3—1898 




do 

Pol. A. 

do 

Jaghirdar 

a/8—6—1893 

do 

do 

J aghirdar 

do 

Pol Agent 

d/13-6-1893 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

a/12—7—1893 

do 

do 

do 

do 

(Mr. L. C. Miller) d/7-8-1893 

do 

do 

Pol. A. 

do 

Jaghirdar 

d/25—8—1893 

do 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Pol. Agent 

a/4—9- -1893 

do 

do 

Pol A. 

do 

Jaghirdar 

d/15—9—1893 

dy 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

PoL Ae 

d/7—10—1893 

do 

do 

Pol A. 

do 

Jaghirdar 

d/13—10—1893 

1). 0. letter do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Dewan-Rt* 

d/18—10—1893 

Letter 

do 

do 

do 

Pol Agent 

d/24—10—1893 

D. 0. letter do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Dewan-Rt. 

d/26—10—1893 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/30—10—1893 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/1—11—1893 

Letter 

do 

Jaghirdtir 

do 

Pol. Agent 

d/2—11—1898 

Memorial 

do 

do . 

do 

Government 

d/2—11—1893 

Letter 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Pol. Agent 

d/18—11—1893 

Reminder 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/28—11—1893 

Letter 

do 

Pol Agent do 
(Mr. J. Andrew) 

Jaghirdar 

d/8—12 -1893 

do 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Pol. Agent 

d/l3—12—1893 

do 

do 

do 

do 

<lo 

d/13—1—1894 

MenioriHl 

do 

Jaghirdar 

do 

Government 

d/18—1-1894 

Reminder 

do 

do 

do 

Pol. Agent 

d/12—2—1894 

Letter 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/27—2—1894 

Reminder 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/17—3—1894 

L(3tter 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d/8- 5—1894 

do 

do 

do 
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We have so long dwelt upon the Jagbirdar's claim for the repayment 
of the arrears of tlie Paiany Cavady allowance as well as on the series of 
correspondence that passed in connection with the subject. Now the 
question about the continuance of the ceremony remains undecided. It 
has been endorsed by the Political Agent, Mr. Welsli, that the matter 
should be settled between the State as the present trustee and the Jaghiiv 
dar as the When the Jagliirdar addressed the Dewan, 

Mr. R. Vedanta Charhu a reply was given to the effect that he could not 
do anything without the Political Agent’s advice. On the other hand, 
this Representative of the British Government had replied to the Jaghir- 
dar that the matter was one in which he could not interfere and that the 
Jaghirdar should in consequence apply to the Dewan. To speak plainly, 
the Political Agent leaves the question to be decided by the Dewan, but 
the Dewan says he cannot pass the decision without the Political Agent’s 
sanction. Such answers reveal a trick of policy. What passed on between 
the Dewan and the Jaghirdar, the following yadhast addressed in Eng¬ 
lish to the former, and the latter’s reply thereto (translated) will explain 
in detail and also show that the matter has not yet come to an end. 

No. 15. 22nd July 1800 , 

To M. R. Ry. R. Vedanta Charlu, 

Dewan of Pudukota. 

Sir ^—1 have the honor to convey to your kind notice that, when 1 
framed a schedule for extraordinary expenses in 1881 for the li \0 mem¬ 
bers of the Western Palace Family and also inserted therein an item of 
expense aggregating Rs. 1,300 per annum on account of Pagodas main¬ 
tained by the income of Pagoda villages in the Western Palace Jaghir, 
it was then remarked by the then Sirkele (retired Dewan-Regent ) that it 
was not advisable to include that item in that schedule. 

2. The Sirkele’s yadast and the D. 0. letter dated 36th January 
1882, aUuded to in jwa 6 of the printed petition hereto appended have 
confirmed and still confirm what was remarke^d in the eaid schedule of 
1881. 

3. It is manifest from the commumcations contained in paras 8 and 
9 of the enclosed printed petition, that the item of expense on account of 
the Palany Cavady ceremony is a recognized one, but the expense was 
not sanctioned owing to want of funds* 




4. Having ascertained that the Pagoda villages in the resumed 
Jaghir had been {)ermanently settled upon cowles, I applied to the Poli¬ 
tical Agent in 1890 for the sanction of money required for the performance 
of the ceremony in question. The last two but the very last paragraph 
will clearly show what transpired between myself and the Political Agent 
and how the subject was disposed of by the latter. 

5. Dissatisfied with the different decisions of the Political Agent, 
Mr. Fawcett, one conflicting the other, 1 submitted through the Political 
Agent the accompanying printed petition to the Government of Madras 
und solicited its sanction for the annual grant of Rs. 102 for Palany 
Cavady and Shusty kutlei already decided and embodied in the D. R’s 
list of 1882 prepared under the Political Agent’s sanction for the expenses 
of sundry pagodas situated both within and without the State. 

6. The Political Agent, Mr. Welsh, communicated on the Slst 
Attirust 1892 that the Government had declined interference, as the suIh 

o 

ject-mattor of the petition was one for settlement between the State as the 
present trustee of the Davastanam funds and myself as the ex-trustee. 

7. On receipt of the above decision from Government, I addressed 
a letter to Mr. Welsh on the 3rd November 1892 and pointed out in as 
strong terms as possible that the question touching the Palany Cavady 
ceremony hud already been settled in 1882, hut the payment of the 
allowance was witheld or rather kept in abeyance owing to want of 
surplus in the income of Pagoda lands. It was also strongly impressed 
upon the Political Agent by recorded facts that I had all along gone 
through the ceremony at my own expense on the faith of a promise 
made in 1882 that I should be reimbursed. 

8. 'i'he Political Agent carefully perused all the papers and passed 
the following proceedings on my letter of 3rd November 1892:-^ 

The Western Palace Jaghirdar should now apply to the Dewan-» 
No. 2 / 264-82 from Regent for repayment of the money which the yadast 
the 'V^ promised should be repaid and should apply to the 

Dewan-Regent as present trustee to permit the continuance of the cere¬ 
mony if he considers that ?he trust authorises continuance.” 

9. Although Mr. Miller, the successor of Mr. Welsh, addressed 
83/311 dated 7th the Dewan-Regent the marginally noted letters, I was 

September 1893. not paid the arrears till the present Political Agent, 

OctotoVm^ Mr. James Andrew, wrote to Government and obtain¬ 

ed sanction for the disbursement of Rs. 1,075 in fall satisfaction of iny 
claims for the Palany Cavady expenses incurred by me# 


10. It is apparent on the face of the Political Agent’s Proceedings 
quoted i*i para 8 supra that 2 questions were urged for settlement—one 
for recovering the arrears of the Palany Cavady allowance and the other 
about the continuance of the ceremony in question. As shown above, 
the 1st point was settled by payment of the arrears due to me with inte¬ 
rest thereon. 

11. According to the s[>irit of the Proceedings of the Political 
Agent, the 2nd point for settlement between myself and yourself is 
whether the Palany Cavady ceremony is to be continued each year/ 
1 addressed you yadast No. 47 dated 3rd January 1895 on the sub¬ 
ject. You replied by yadast No. 4 of Gth January 1895 to the effect 
that you hesitated to give out your opinion and dispose of the matter 
any how without the Political Agent’s sanction, as no mention is made 
about the continuance of the ceremony in the Order of Government com¬ 
municated to your office after the discussion and reference made by the 
Political Agent to Government on receipt of the decision passed on the 
subject of my memorial of 1892. It must be remembered that the 1st 
order throws the general burden of settling the question or questions 
upon the State. AVhen the Dewan-Regent was not willing to pay me 
the arrears in accordance with the Political AgenPs instructions, the 
matter was laid before Government; and I was subsequently paid the 
arrears. No question as to the continuance of the ceremony was then 
raised either by the Political Agent or by me, except what related to tlie 
dispute of payment of the arrears. In fact, there existed no necessity to 
trouble the Government with the question after its 1st order. The 
burden of settling the question entirely devolves upon you and noton 
the Political Agent or the Government, as communicated by the present 
Political Agent. He has stated in his letter No. 36—0/138 dated 25rh 
January 1895 received in reply to my letter No. 36 of 22nd idem that 
I should address the Dewan as the question of ponnitting the contin¬ 
uance of the ceremony is one with which he . will not interfere. 8uch a 
reply is certainly consistent with the Order of Government that has already 
disposed of the matter relating to the Palany Cavady allowance in the 
manner described in para 6 above. 

12. I beg to submit in brief that the very fact of my having draw^n 
tho arrears together with interest thereon for 7 years, and the general 
remark made in 1881 that I should not embody the item of pagoda ex¬ 
penses in the schedule of family expenses, as well as the Dewan-Regent’s 

as 


list of dtinclry pagoda expenses iiiade out ih 1883 (incUtding of (bourse 
the Palany Cavady ceremotiy arid Shiisty kutlei) iiiider the Political 
Agent’s sanction strongly establish my claim for the contimiande of the 
Palany Cavady ceremony. 

Under those circmnstanoas, I cannot but solicit you to kindly accord 
sanction for the annual grant of allowance for the Palany Cavady Per¬ 
formance observed by the Tondiman family from time immemorial. For 
which act of favor and justice, I shall ever feel thankful and grateful. 

(Signed) liathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 


The Dewan’s Yadast Misc. No. 4. Read again all the papers relating 
to the subject of Palani Kavadi. 

The Political Agent has come to a final conclusion on the subject 
and says that the G. (). passed for the disbursement of previous arrears 
of Rs. 1^075 accords no sanction for the annual grant of Palani Kavady 
allowance from that date forward, that you are not entitled of right to 
such a gi'aiit, but that if the Sirkar as the trustee of Davasihaimm should 
choose to grant it without prejudice to the maintenance of pagodas, they 
are free to do so, and that ho could not interfere and give his opinion on 
the matter. 

Under these circumstances, in consideration of your own interest you 
asked me on several occasions to be allowed to send Kavadi once a year 
and to have the expenses allowed to you from the Sirkar as trustee accord¬ 
ing to the aforesaid right. Considering your age and the earnest desire 
to send Kavadi, I informed you tliat the State would bear the expenses 
and send Kavadies in your name as long as you should live without pre¬ 
judice either to the orders of the Political Agent or to my own authority; 
but should you desire to have anything done beyond that or to have the 
arrears paid as you desire, I must do so on further correspondence, but I 
had never said that I had represented juUr wishes in the yodhast to the 
Political Agent and obtained his sanction for them, 

I am even now prepared to issue orders as aforesaid. But you have 
come to the conclusion that to do so is derogatory to your dignity and 
authority. 
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MiiDtIakappiidifeijtivals etc. are all comlucted under theSirkar supervision^ 

AVhile so, only in tbe case of sending Palaui Kavadi from the State, 
you think it somewhat degrading to your position. In consideration of 
all the above, should you yet wish on further consideration that the Pa- 
lany Kavady allowance should be drawn and spent by you, 1 hereby 
bring to your notice that I am not empowered to do so on your behalf. 




(Signed) R. Vedantacharriur, 

Dewan. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Insignia. 

There are only 3 palaces in the State viz—(1) the Perrea Arrama- 
nai (the big palace or the Ruling Chiefs residence), (2) the Ohinna 
Arratnanai—the small palace of the Ruling Chiefs brother and his des¬ 
cendants, and (3) the Western Palace so called because it lies to the w^est 
of the above 2 palaces—the residence of tbe holder of an estate origin¬ 
ally assigned to the junior branch of the ancient ruling Tondiman Family. 
That Rajagopala Tondiman, the tather of the Jaghirdar (Rathakristna 
Tondiman) was the cousin of the late Rajah and his blood-relation has 
been acknowledged and recognised in several of the reports of the late 
Political Agents of Piulukotab, among which might be mentioned that of 
Mr. Bayley to Govenunent under date the 7th July 1841. Although the 
Senior branch of the family continued to be the (liief of the Stafe, yet 
the other two branches were always treated with due mark of respect 
and esteem and ample provision made by way of Jaghir for their subsist- 
ienee. The details of close relationship between the W estern Palace Family 
and the Ruling branch will abundantly appear from the Genealogical Tree 
appended to Chapter I on the history of the Fainily- Amidst these 
circmustances it clearly stands to reason that such a close descendant of 
the Ruler should be allowed the customary marks of honor and the use of 
cortiiin ancient insignia appertinent to the Royal Status. But along with the 
other peculiar misfortunes that have been closely haunting the Western 
Palace Family this much valued privilege of using insignia on occasions 
of State has been taken away during the latter days of the late Rajah’s 
reign for reasons best known to himself. The iniquity of this measure 



on the part of the late llajah is greatly enhanced, when we remember 
that the other branch of the Tondi man Family namely, the Chinna Arra- 
manai Family, has been left undisturbed in the exercise of this much 
coveted privilege. Considering tliat the Western Palace Family is of a 
more ancient origin and also directly descended from the original Ruler 
of the State, there is much to be said in its favor even in preference to 
the other branch above mentioned. But for mysterious reasons, what 
has been allowed in the case of one branch has been taken away from 
the other, though no ditferonce could be pointed out in their respective 
status which would jiisiify this action. The Honorable Arbuthnett, one of 
the Political Agents, has observed on one occasion in bis letter, No. 270, 
dated 23rd August 1873 to the Minister of the State:—“Rathakristna 
Tondiman is no doubt a distant relation of the Rajah, bnt the questions 
relating to the tenure of property and indeed also the general ranks ot 
piu’sons should be viewed with reference io the classes to which the pro¬ 
perty as well as the persons belong. We have two estates by two 
different branches of the Royal family, the one called Chinnarramanai 
(small palace) and the other Mellaareainanai (Western Palace) both 
entailed Jaghirs and called after the names of Palaces to which they are 
respectively attached. Both the Jaghirs are held to be entailed property 
not alienable by the holders of the estates for the time being, nor answer¬ 
able for their private debts, being intended solely for the iniuntenancc 
of the respective branchcvS of the Royal family/’ 

The endeavours of the Jaghirdar for the restoration of these marks ot 
honor which proved unsiiocessfnl in the end will now he briefly noticed:— 
In 1863 when the W. P. Jaghirdar ordered the Palace sword to- be 
carried along with the Silver stick.s and Chamarams and other marks 
of honor through the public streets on Ayudapnjai day—a sacred Hindu 
festival, the Minister of the State wrote a yadast informing him that his 
father had applied by a Maharatta letter dated 21st October 18.>2 for 
permission to use certain insignia as for instance, a pair of Chamarams 
&c.; that unless he was permitted to do so by the Maharajah, his heirs 
would have no right to do the same *, and that the Maharajah said that 
the using of the insignia in qnestion without his permission and the 
carrying of the sword through the public streets were both in violation 
of the agreement written in Maharatta language by the Jaghirdar s father 
and thought of to lower the dignity o/ the Raj. 

Thereupon the Jaghirdar on the 10th December 1863 addressed a 
yiuhist, the translation of which is given below : 


1st. I have received and perused the yadast, dated the 5th 
November from your predecessor, stating that the Maharajah has com¬ 
plained to the Political Agent, of my having causecl the sword of my 
palace to be brought with the insignia along the public street contrary 
to the custom, and without having obtained the permission of the lliijah 
to do so, and requiring me to inform him of the particulars of the trans¬ 
action alluded to. 

2nd. The objections that 1 have in regard to the letter mentioned 
in the yadast under reply, are as follows:— 

It is suited in the yadast that it is a Maharatta letter written by my 
deceased father to the address of Gopaul Naik, the late Deputy Sirkele, 
under date the 2l8t Octol>er 1852. The subject of such a letter is only 
brought to my notice by the yadast under reference. Tlie custom 
observed in this palace in regard to sending letters to others, and to 
executing documents is to make copies thereof by the officers of the 
respective departments, and to send them with their knowledge The 
Maharatta letter in question was not so given. The Birudoos to be used 
by the Hajah are now given by the present Maharajah to relations and 
servants in violation of the long-standing custom. My deceased father 
was a member of the Rajah’s family. Therefore he was not bound to 
execute documents for the purjmse of using the Birudoos, nor was there any 
reason for happening so. For the foregoing reasons it is needless for me 
to say that the letter alluded to is not a valid document. 

3rd. As for the statement that 1 have contrary to the custom used 
the Birudoos without having obhiined the Hajah’s permission, 1 beg-to 
stiite that the Birudoos which were used by my deceased father during 
his lifetime and which have been from that time in my possession, are 
not liable to new sanction from the Maharajah for my using them. As 
observed in my father’s time, 1 caused the sword of my {)alace to be 
brought with the Birudoos on the occasion of Ayuda Poojah on the 21st 
October last, so that no breach of custom was made by me. 

4th. As for the statement that the honor of the State has been de¬ 
rogated by these proceedings, 1 beg to observe that it will be only dero¬ 
gatory to the honor of the State to allow the servants who serve for pay 
to use the Birudoos attached to the Rajahs, and to object to the free use of 
thoiie by the Meml^ers of the Rajah’s family derived by them hertnlitarily 
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theteby depriving ibem of their privilegee, and that the use oi those Bi- 
rudoos by me who am undivided relation of, and connected closely with, 
the Rajah, will not, I trust, least lessen the dignity of the State. 

Therefore, I request that you will be good enough to send this tor 
the consideration of the Political Agent. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiinan. 

It is clear from the above that the Jaghirdar advocated the entire 
ignorance of the existence of the Maharatta letter above referred to, and 
asserted that his using the Birudoos complained of was in no way dero¬ 
gatory to the honor of the Raj, and that no breach of custom was made 
by him. 

A similar explanation was also submitted to the Political Agent on 
the 14th December 1863, and also a copy of the alleged Maharatta letter 
was applied for in order to find out Avhat bearing it had on the maiter 
under dispute. But the Political Agent simply endorsed on the 18tii 
March 1865 that “ the right of using the insignia was one in which ho 
could not interfere. ” 

It would, however, appear that, on a complaint carried to one of 
tile late Political Agents by the late Jaghirdar against the late Rajah of 
some grossly wrongful act against him, that functionary l)y the name of 

A*«omeoo«.pen«ationfortl.edes. Mr.Olarko passed the‘endorsement quoted 

trucjfcioii of the document fcho RHjah. Jn tlie margin. Such an endorsement was 
it is stated, coiifoned certain privi- . , i 4 l i 

%e8 and marks of honor on Kaja> passed by the Political Agent only on 

gopaol Tondimuii perusal of the Maharatta letter alleged to 

have been written by the late Jaghirdar, 

which the Rajah produced in support of his allegation that some com- 

pensation in the shape of the grant of a pair of Ohainnrams had alresidy 

heen <nven him to atone for the destruction of the matrimonial agree- 

^ • 
nient, its conditions appearing to be derogatory to the Rajah. 

Also, in 1878, in the execution of a certain decree against the Jaghir- 
d ir, when the hereditary marks ot honoi** consisting ot oiio pair of silver 
sticks, on© embroidered umbrella, chowries and chamaruuis were attached 
and carried to Court, the Small Cause Judge, on his protest, ordered that 
they were Jaghir property and consequently exempt from attachment. 
The late Rajah, however, in the meantime received a petition from the 
decree-holder and a yailliast to the then Sirkole ordering that all the 
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thd With the exception of the enihroidored umbrella was liable 

to be attached—all this was due to the Rajah having been actuated by a 
motive of revenge against the Jaghirdar tor his having refused to sign 
the document drawn to validate the adoption of his daughter’s son as 
heir«apparent to the miisiiiid and the performance of his obsequies. On 
the communication of this yadhast tc» the S. 0. Court by the Sirkele, the 
Small Cause Judge influenced by the Rajah’s yadhast, (though it was 
non^jndicial) cancelled his former order judicially pronounced in open 
Court, attached the silver sticks &c., and advertised their sale. This 
illegal procedure on the part of the S. 0. Judge was duly repotted to the 
Political Agent whose attention was invited, in connection with it, to the 
existence in the records of his office of the Maharatta letter alleged to 
have been written by the Jaghirdar’s father to the then Deputy Sirkele. 
The Political Agent, after an elaborate enquiry into the genuineness of 
the Maharatta letter, found that the portion of it Inferring to the Silver 
Sticks had evidently been tampered with by the interlineation apparently 
in a different handwriting of certain words inasmuch as a copy of the 
said letter filed in the Political Agent’s office so far back as 1853 did not 
contain the interlined words^ and ordered that, under all the circumstan¬ 
ces of the case, no weight could be attached to the letter in question, and 
that the probability was that the birudus were the property of the Jaghir 
and not the private property of the Jaghirdar and were consequently 
eteinpt from Court attachment in e^tecution of decrees against private 
debts. The Political Agent’s letters to the Jaghirdar are transcribed 
below 


No. 105 


Political Agent’s Office, 
Triehinopoly, 8th May 1878. 


To M. R. Ry. Rathakristoa Tondiinan Sahib. 

Sir,— With reference to your letters marginally noted, I have the 
* 25th March 1878. to state that, Under all the circumstances of the 

26th April 1878. f of Opinion that the silver sticks therein re¬ 

ferred to are the property of the Jaghir and not the private property 
the Jaghirdar, and as Such they caimot be attached by the Courts 
your private debts* 

^ (Signed) Henry Sewell, 

Political Ageej 


wnist^ 


8th May 1878. 



Ta 
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The Sirkele of Piidukotah. 


Buy 


-With reference to the correspondence marginally noted, I have 
the honoi" to state that the Maharatta 


From - -rkele 22ri(J April 1878/183. 

To Do. 27 th April 1878/120. letter addressed by the late Eajagopala 

irom Po. i8t May 1878/ 196. Tonditnan, dated 21st October 1852 has 

evidently been tampered with, the words referring to the silver sticks 
being interlined apparently in a different handwriting. A copy of this 
letter filed in the record of this office so far back as 1853, does not contain 
the interlined words. Under these circumstances no weight can he 
attached to it, and I think the probability is, that the silver sticks are 
the property of the Jaghir and not the private property of the Jaghir- 
dar. 1 therefore concur with the first order of the Judge of the Small 
Cause Court in thinking that these insignia cannot be attached for the 
Jaghirdar’s private debts. 

1 therefore request that you will issue necessary orders and inform 
Ry. Rathakristna Tondiinan Sahib accordingly. The two original Maha- 
ratta letters which accompanied your letter dated 1st instant, are here¬ 
with returned. 

(Signed) Henry Sewell, 

Political Agent. 

The matter having thus been settled in the Jaghirdar’s favor, when he 
caused the said Jaghir birudus to be carried through the public streets on 
Veenayaka Chathuriste day (a festival held sacred by the Hindus) in 
honor of the Venayaka deity, the Magisterial officers at the instance of 
the late Rajah prevented the insignia — bearers from carrying them. The 
Jaghirdar then wrote to the Sirkele informing him in detail of all the 
circumstances, and requested him to exercise bis authority in preventing 
any further interference in the lawful enjoyment by him of the Jaghir 
birudus to which he was entitled by right of succession as well as by bis 
position. But the Sirkele replied that he could not permit him to use the 
birudus without the sanction either of the Rajah or the Political Agent* 
The Political Agent was then addressed thus 

To Henry Sewell Esquire, ^ 

Political Agent for Pudukota. 

The Memorial of Rathakristna Tondiinan Sahib, 
The Jaghirdar of the Western Palace. 

Sheweth, — That your memorialist is closely related to His Excellen¬ 
cy the reigning Maharaja of Pndookottah. 
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That your Memorialist has lately and, as ho conceives, unjustly been 
ordered by the Maharajah or by his Sirkele on his behalf to reftain from 
using certain silver sticks, the hereditary birndus of his Jaghir, which 
he believes himself to be entitled to use as such, on the ground, that he 
has never been {Permitted to use them either by the Maliaraja or by the 
Political Agent. 

That previous difficulties have arisen with regard to such silver sticks 
and have been referred to and settled by yourself. 

In e'secution of a suit brought against your memorialist by one 
Ganapathy lyen in the Munsiff* Court on the small cause side, the said 
Gaiiapathy lyen amongst other things attached the said silver sticks but 
on the 5th March 1878 the Judge of the said ISmall Cause Court upon an 
application by your memorialist held that it bad been satisfoctorily prov¬ 
ed that the said silver sticks were given by H E. the Maharajah to your 
memorialist’s late father and that they were Jaghir public property and 
therefore exempted from attachment. 

That by a later order dated 14th March 1878 the said Judge of the 
Small Cause Court rescinded his said last mentioned order and held that 
the said silver sticks were liable to attachment, such Judge then actiiig 
upon an opinion expressed by H. E. the Maharajah to the effect that tlie 
said silver sticks were conferred upon the late father of your memorialist 
for his exclusive use only. 

That your memorialist thereupon appealed for redress to your honor 
the result being that after careful enquiry your honor held that a (pertain 
Maharatta letter addressed by your memorialist’s late father to the then 
Deputy Sirkele of H. E. the Maharaja dated 2 l 3 t October 1852 and which 
was said to limit the use of the said silver sticks to your memorialist’s 
father exclusively, had evidently been tampered with by the interlinea¬ 
tion apparently in a different handwriting of certain words referring to 
the said silver sticks as shown by the copy of the said maharatta letter 
filed with the records of your office as far back as 1853 which did not 
contain the interlined words, that under the circumstances no weight 
could he attached to the said letter, that you thought the probability was 
fcliat the said silver sticks were the property of the Jaghir and not the 
private property of the Jaghirdar, that you concurred with the first order 
of the Judge of the Small Gause Court in thinking that the said insignia 
could not be attached for the private debts of your memorialist and that 
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nested necessary orders should be issaod as also that the in¬ 
formation of the nature of your ruling should be furnished to your me¬ 
morialist. 


That thereupon on the 11 th May 1878 the Slrkele issued an order to 
the effect that the said silver sticks were the public property of the Jaghir 
and therefore could not he attached for your memorialist’s private debts. 

That in spite of your honor’s before-mentioned ruling which in effect 
settled the matter, (the only portion of the aforesaid Maharatta letter 
alleged to curtail the right to the free use of the said silver sticks having 
been held to be an interpolation and to degrade your memorialist and 
prevent him from using, as he is entitled to do, the hereditary Birndus of 
his Jaghir), the hereinbefore first mentioned order to refrain fi-om the use 
of the said silver sticks has been issued. 

That on the 26th October 1863 Mr. Levinge, the then Political Agent, 
addressed a memo to the then Minister requesting a report as to what 
law, rule or custom in Pudookottah had been infringed by your memo¬ 
rialist’s having then used, as he now claims and always has claimed the 
right to do, the said silver sticks and other insignia and what objection 
existed to the use of such insignia (an objection having then also been 
raised to your inemorialisi’s right so to do) and to this memo your me¬ 
morialist believes even up to the present time no reply has ever been sent. 

y^our memorialist therefore though reluctant ^to trouble your honor 
again, is compelled to do so from having no other means of obt.aining 
redress and prays that your honor will be pleased to give him such assis¬ 
tance in the before-mentioned matter as will secure to him the due and 
the free use of the said silver sticks and all other his Jaghir insignia as 
his hereditary Binidoas. 

Madras, \ (Signed) H, J. Tarrent. 

21st November 1878 . j Counsel for the Jaghirdar. 

40 Political Agent's Office, 

^Vlchinopoly, 6 th March 1879. 

To M. R. R}’. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

Sir, — With reference to your Petition dated 21st November 1878, X 
have the honor to inform you, that in my opinion the right to use^ in 
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blic the silver sticks therein referred to, is a question for the Rjijah’s 
decision, and I therefore do not feel justified in interfering in the matter. 

(Signed) Henry Sewell, 

Political Agent. 

In 1880 the Jaghirdar addressed the following letter to the Political 
Agent; — 

To C. W. W. Martine Esq., 

Political Agent. 

Honored Sir,—I beg you will kindly excuse me for intruding U|)on 
your time with the following, perhaps pretty long account of my case in 
connection with my privilege of using certain Insignia or Birudoos. 
Although the matter may look of itself very unimportant, yet consider¬ 
ing the importance that is attached to it in a JJative State like this, and 
the disgrace or degradation in which the people behold one whose privi- 
lege, position and dignity entitle him to the use of the same, but who is 
seen in public without them, 1 humbly beg you will be pleased to go 
through the w^hole of the following, as 1 believe that a due consideration 
thereof wdll lead you to a decision in my favor. 

1. I have the honor to say that this State consists of three Palaces, 
namely, Peria-Aranianay (Ruling (Chiefs), (^linna, Aramanay and Mala- 
arnnanay belonging to the Junior branch of the Royal Family. The 
owners of the t\\ o latter mentioned }>alaces are allowed the enjoyment 
of hereditary Jaghirs yielding an annual Revenue of 4,000 and b‘,000 
Rupees respectively for their lineal maintenance and sup{)ort of dignity. 

2 . The Genealogical Tree which 1 have submitted herein wdll 
clearly show, that the owners of the three said Palaces are the descend¬ 
ants of one common ancestor and the relation they bear now to one 
other. In comniemoration of the meritorious services rendered to the 
Nabob of the Carnatic and British East India Company in times of need 
by my ancestors, the then rulers, several titles and marks of honor were 
conferred upon them. At the time of sejiaration from the State of the 
aforesaid Jaghirs, the original owners thereof had and exercised as a 
hereditary privilege, several of the marks of honor then used by the 
Rilling Rajah. With the growth of the Insignia or marks of honor to 
the reigning Prince, lately a portion of them was conferred npon the 
members of the Junior branch of the Royal Family, Jaghirdars and even 


tipon tli6 soiwii-'law of the reigning Princes, In the sanio way a pair of 
feilver fitickt^ and K,nlliy^ sometiines snbse^uontly a pair of Ohamarauis 
wore conferred upon my father by His Excellency the Maharajah to 
which effect I bear documontary evidence. In course of time several 
Pirndoos, marks of honor and Hoyal ornaments such as Eunkur, Ohilpese 
and Ondrako, were introduced and have ever since been used by the 
Ruling Hajah. 

3. Upon the death of iny fatlier, I was by right pf inheritance put 
jn possession of the Jagliir with all its appurtenances and honors. On 
the festival day of Ayuthapooja I in accordance with the custom and 
iniunool observed in this State caused my Palace Sword come round the 
public street attended with all Jagliir Insignia. 

4. It appears that His Excellency wrote a letter to the Political 
Agent, complaining of my u.se of the said Insignia, Silver sticks, Eulky 
and (hamarnms, as being contrary to the contents of a certain Maharatta 
letter and being derogatory to His Excellency, 

!). In reply to this, the Political Agent who appears from his word¬ 
ing to have justly considered the complaint of His Excellency as being 
frivolous, addressed a Memo to the Sirkele to know what law, rule, 
or custom prevailing in the country has been infringed by the petition¬ 
er’s using the said ornaments and Biriidoos. On receipt of this Memo, 
the Sirkele addressed a yadast to mo alluding to the said complainte of 
His Excellency to the Political Agent, calling for an explanation. In 
reply to this I wrote to the Sirkele ignoring the existence of the said 
Maharatta letter and asserting that what I did was in no way derogatory 
i to His Excellcocy. Another letter of the same description was also ad¬ 
dressed by me to the then Political Agent with a request to furnish me 
with a copy of the Maharatta letter, if there he any, to know w'hat bearing 
‘t has upon the matter. But I was not favored with a reply either from 
the Political Agent or from the Sirkele. 

6. .From these facts it will be evident that there was no question 
with regard to my privilege to the tise of the said Insignia which 
would prevent the exercise ot it before it was settled. And the circum¬ 
stance that no further action was taken or correspondence carried on upon 
the matter confirmed me in the belief that my privilege was recognised 
it was simply disputed, not prohibited and so continues until it is dis¬ 
proved by the party disputing on whom the harden lies. Although-this 
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a negative fom and I might have then positively eetablished my 
right by invoking the aid and intercession of the then Political Agent, I 
did not consider it necessary, nor had I tiipe ami peace of mind to devote 
my attention to this affiiir as His E^tcellency had in the mean time sub¬ 
jected me to the jarisdiction of the Civil Courts here despite a long¬ 
standing custom and < privilege to the contrary and my creditors having 
sued me in the Courts, I was busily engaged in negotiating with them 
and making arrangements for their satisfaction. 

7. Lately in execution of a certain decree against me the silver 
sticks and one embroidered umbrella which is also a hereditary mark ot 
honor were attached with other things. But the Small Cause Judge 
upon an application on my behalf decided that they arc Jaghir public 
property and therefore exempted them from attachment, 

8. In the meantime His Excellency received a petition from the 
decree-holder, contrary to the common course of procedure, and availing 
himself of this opportunity to feed his private grudge against me for 
having refused to sign the document declaring the adoption of His Ex¬ 
cellency’s daughter’s son, addressed a yadhast to the Sirkele declar¬ 
ing that the said silver sticks mentioned in the petition, as well as the 
Birudoos, Chamarams and Kulky, not mentioned in the petition, are liable 
to attachment alleging that they are not the hereditary Birmlpos of the 
Jaghir, though the umbrella was exempted. The Sirkele caused this 
yadhast to be communicated to the said Small Cause Judge to be acted 
upon and the result of this non-judicial and circumlocutory proceeding* 
was that the said Judge influenced by His Excellency’s yadhast caucell- 
ed his former order once judicially pronounced in the Court, re-attached 
the said silver sticks and advertised tlie sale of them. 

9. Immediately I put in an application to the late Political Agent, 
your predecessor, representing the illegal proceedings of the said Small 
Cause Judge in having altered the order once judicially pronounced in 
court influenced by the mere dictum of His Excellency when he had 
retison to believe that His Excellency grounded his interference on the 
aforeswiid Maharatta letter. 1 also represented to the Political Agent my 
objections to the genuineness of the said Maharatta letter in solido on 
the following grounds, namely:—- 

(1) Because the conditions upon which my late father is said to have 
applied for the distinctive marks of honor are highly improbable inas¬ 
much as there was no necessity for making such unusual and extraordi¬ 
nary conditions. 
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(2) It would appear from an endorsement of the Pcliticiil Agent, 
Mr. Clarke, on a complaint made against His Excellency by iwy father 
of a grossly wrongful act towards him, that these nnirks of honor alluded 


to have been conferred on him in consideration for the injury caused hy 


the said wrongful act, and for these reasons I reqitosted the Political 
Agent to send for the original and inspect it. 

10. The result of this application was that after a due enquiry, the 
late Political Agent got hold of a certain private Maburatta letter said to 
have been written by my father to the then Deputy Sirkele of His Ex¬ 
cellency, dated 2lst October 1852 & found therefrom that the portion of it 
referring to Silver sticks had evidently been tampered with by the inter¬ 
lineation apparently in a diferent handwriting of certain words inasmuch 
as a copy of the said Maharatta letter filed with the records of the Poli¬ 
tical Agent’s office so far back as 1853, did not contain the interlined 
words, and the Political Agent was therefore of opinion that under the 
circumstances no weight could he attached to the letter and the probability 
was that the BiruJoos were the property of the Jaghirdar. 

11. On the subsequent festival day of Vynayaka Pooja, when 1 
acx^ording to the custom and luamool of the State caused my palace 
Vinayaka deity come round the public street attended with all the Jaghir 
Insignia, my people were unjustly ordered by magisterial oflicers at the 
instiince of His Excellency to refrain from carrying the Birudoos 
('Obamarams and Silver sticks,) with the idol. I hope you will agree with 
me in thinking that this is a procedure very disgraceful to a person in 
my position and quite unwarranted hy any exigency of the occasion, but 
has simply originated from the latent private motive of His Excellency 
to expose mo to public disgrace. If the said use of Insignia was consider¬ 
ed ohjecHonable, the reasonable course was to communicate with me on 
the subject and not meanly meddle with my servants wlnle carrying them 
on the public street. 

12. I then addressed a yadast to the Sirkele who was an eye-wdt- 
iiess for this illegal obstinictions informing him in detail of the proceedings 
connected with the Birudoos in question and requesting that he might 
in the exercise of his authority protect me from any further interference 
in the lawful enjoyment of Jaghir Birudoos to w4ich I am entitled by 
virtue of my position and by my right of succession which the meanest of 
the subjects of the State aro allowed. 


that he did 

not gather from auy correspondence passed on the matter that I am per¬ 
mitted either by His Excellency or by the Political Agent to nse them 
and therefere I should refrain from using them. 

14. Finding then no other source to obtain the redress, I was com- 
l>elled to trouble again the then Political Agent, your predecessor, with 
a memorial upon this matter requesting him to be pleased to give me 
such assistance as would secure to me the due use of the hereditary 
Birudoos of my Jaghir. But I am sorry to say that all these above 
mentioned particulars and the following reasons on which the interference 
of the Political Agent on such occasions is necessary, were not informed 
to your predecessor, because I reserved them all for a personal confer¬ 
ence wdth him through a Barrister. Subsequently as I learnt throngh 
ray Barrister that the Political Agt3nt would not allow the appearance of 
any Barrister on such private and confidential matters but that he (Poli¬ 
tical Agent) would allow me a personal conference upon the matter 
before it was finally disposed of, I was very anxiously expecting a notice 
from him (Political Agentso that I might give him all the necessary 
information. To my great disappointment I received a reply from the 
Political Agent, stating that the right to use them, Birudoos, in public 
is a question for the Rajah’s decision and therefore he could not interfere 
in the matter. 

15. 1 have every reason to believe, that you will quite concur with 
me that had the Political Agent been put in possession of all the informa¬ 
tion on the subject, which I mean to lay before you now bringing out the 
necessity for justice and expediency of the Political Agent’s interference 
in matters like the one in question, I should not have received such a 
reply from your predecessor. After the receipt of this reply, I thought 
of putting in a second application upon the matter in detail, but mean¬ 
while I was told that he was on furlough to Europe. Want of good 
health and several domestic circumstances combined to put off the affair 
till now for which I beg you w ill be kindly pleased to excuse me, 

16. Now to proceed with the subject I beg to say that at the pre¬ 
sent stage of the proceedings in connection with the matter, the subject 
resolves itself into three questions, namely ; 

(1) Whether my right to use the Birudoos is a matter which should 
be reserved for the Rajah^s decision. 



(2) Whether the Political Agent can interfere in settling the 

dispute. 

(3) Whether I am entitled to the right which has now been 
disputed. 

L Question. You umy know from the foregoing that my position 
is not simply that of a subject. I am a member of the family to which 
His Excellency belongs and the matter whose disposal is required is one 
which concerns me not as a subject but as a descendant and member of 
the Royal family, and in this view the dispute is virtually between Bis 
Excellency on the one hand and me on the other. 

That His Excellency owes me a strong private grudge audio willing 
and ready to injure my interest so far as it lies in His Excellency's power 
is a fact too well known to require comment and even sufficiently borne 
out by the torogoing pages. It is also evident that His Excellency has 
prejudged the case to oiy prejudice and it is therefore hardly possible to 
expect justice from him (H. E.) 

As tot the second question, the expediency and the necessity of the 
interference of the Political Agent in the matter in question Is sufficient¬ 
ly made out by the facts contained in the foregoing para. I have only 
to cite a few instances serving as precedent in similar cases. 

1. In the year 1865, the same objection was made with regard to 
the use of the Insignia belonging to the lateRy. Tirumalai Tondiman 
Siahib (Jaghirdar of Chinna Arramanay) whose position was exactly 
similar to mine. And Mr. Banbury, the then Political Agent, on the 
application of the said Jaghirdar, did kindly interfere and declared that 
the ornaments, Kulkee^Ondrake as well as the usual Chamarams, Choury 
and Silver sticks should be retained and used by hinu 

2. When the Rajah refuseil to confer the usual marks of honor 
upon his son-in-law of the senior Ranee Sahiba, Mr. Cadell, the then Po¬ 
litical Agent, receiving an application from the said Ranee Sahiba, order¬ 
ed the Sirkele to prepare and give to the son-in-law of the said Ranee 
Sahiba the same marks of honor as were conferred upon the son-in-law 
of the Junior Ranee Sahiba by the Maharajah. 

3. When the jewels of both the Ranee Sahibas which were pledged 
by the Maharajah were redeemed by the Political Agent by order of the 
Government, disputes arose between the Ranee Sahibas about the partici¬ 
pation of the jewels, and these disputes were settled by the interference 
of the Political Agent. 
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application of the Senior Ranee Sahiba to celebrate the mar¬ 
riage of Hia EKceilency’s two daughters against the proposal of His 
Excellency, the Political Agent has interfered and did execute the wish 
of the said Ranee Sahiba by taking forcibly the possession of the Royal 
ornaments and other marks of honor which the Rajah declined to give 
and by even Compelling the Rajah’s public servants from Sirkele down¬ 
ward to attend the marriage ceremony. 

Once His Excellency declared that the Palace buihling in which I 
now reside, is no more than the personal property of the Jaghirdar, and 
liable to be athiohed for my private debts. Accordingly it was attached 
by one of the Judgment creditors of mine and was about to be put up to 
auction. The Political Agent upon an application from me has said, in 
his letter to the >Sirkele, No. 270, dated 23rd August 1873, that the 
Palace building is the Jaghir property which should be entitled to the 
same consideration and equally protected from attachment for dei)t8 as 
the property of the Chinnaarramanay Jaghir, and that therefore the 
building in question should be exempted from attachment. I beg leave 
to say that had it not been for the kind interference of Mr. Arbuthnott, 
the then Political Agent, I would have been deprived of my residence. 

These are some of the many instances in which the Political Agent 
has interfered on behalf of persons in my position, and of those other rela¬ 
tions of His Excellency who had been oppressed by His Excellency, 
These facts will, I humbly believe, convince you beyond doubt that tlic 
mattser in which I invoke your kind interference is a just and proper 
object of it. 

The third question is in fact one apparently not rais^ in the mind 
of the late Political Agent when he disposed of the matter in the manner 
aforesaid as he would have been most probably convinced that ray posi¬ 
tive right and also my position and dignity justly entitle me to the use 
of the Birudoos in question. I think, however, it is not out of place to 
mention a few facts in connection with it in order to save time and un¬ 
necessary correspondence should the (luestiou be opened. 

(1) The insignia and marks of honor which were used by the late 
Ry, Trimalai Tondiman Sahib, the Chiana Arramanai Jaghirdar, have 
been inherited and used by his son, the present Jaghirdar, who is now 
prosecuting his studies in Madras. 
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It has been the custom and mamool of the State that the 
honorary marks, titles and Biriidoos conferred upon particnlar indivi¬ 
duals are enjoyed for ever by their posterity. 

(3) I further beg to say that if the Kajah had the power to stop 
lor no reason the use ol the said marks of honor which were conferred 
upon my father, there is no necessity at all for the Rajah to say that he 
is in possession of a certain Maharatta letter said to have been written by 
my father limiting the use of them to himself From this it is apparent 
that it is not necessary that the legal successor should get the permission 
of the Rajah to enjoy the marks of honor to which his father was entitled. 

(4) The use of* the said insignia by me is neither derogatory to the 
personal dignity of the Rajah nor degrading to the hard-won fame 
of the Tondiman family nor in any way interfering with His Ex¬ 
cellency's prerogatives. These insignia also serve as memorials iq show 
that I am the descendant and member of the Tondiman family which has 
proved its adherence and attachment to the British power by serving 
them throxigh the East India Company with paternal affection. 

I beg, therefore, that you will be graciously pleased to take into 
favorable consideration the foregoing facts and see that my using the 
Birudoos in question in public is not interfered with by His Excellency 
and the officers of this State by issuing proper instructions to the Sirkele 
on the subject and thus protect your humble servant, 

1880. (Signed) Ratbakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

Lastly the Government of Madras was addressed on the same sub¬ 
ject by Mr. H. J. Tarrent, the counsel for the Jaghirdar. The appeal me¬ 
morial referred to all the papers connected therewith and dwelt to a certain 
extent xipon the validity of the Jagbirdar’s claim, setting forth that the 
late Ra-Jah was most inimical to him and that the Political Agents and 
the Government had frequently iiitorfered in matters of the kind and 
that unless His Grace the Governor in Oouncil interfered with the wrongs 
ful action of the Rtijah in having ordered the Jaghirdar to refrain from 
using the birudoos, there wa^ no other means of obtaining redress. 




The Government passed the following decision 

Proceedings of the Madras Government. 


Kead the following letters :— 

From II. J. Tarrant Esq., dated 30th March 1880. 

„ Jlathakristna Tondiman Sahib dated 2nd April 1880. 

„ The Political Agent, Pudukota, dated 30th April and 16th 

Jnlv 1880, Nos. 108 and 142. 

¥ * 

Order thereon 9th September 1880. No. 410, 

His Graoo the Governor in Council sees no sufficient ground for inter¬ 
fering with the discretion of His Excellency the Bajab of Fudukotta in 
this matter, 

(True extract) 

To H. J. Tarrant Esq., Counsel for 

M. K. By. Rathkristna Tondiman Sahib. 

(Signed) K. Davidson, 

Chief Secretary. 

To sum up the Jaghirdar’s case in as few words as possible. The 
question at issue was whether he was entitled to use the insignia—the 
hereditary Birudoos of his Jaghir—conferred on his father by the late 
Kajah. It was contended by the Rajah that the Jaghirdar's claim was 
untenable inasmuch as his father had written u Maharatta letter dah^d 
21st October 1852 acknowledging the grant of the insignia as personal to 
himself and continuable to his son only at the pleasure of the Rajah, 
But the Jaghirdar ignored the existence of the document produced by 
tbe Bajab to invalidate his claim and also declared thi^ it was not a ge¬ 
nuine oue. The genuineness of the letter w^as disputed on the score of 
interlineation which appeared in it when it was produced in 18T8 while 
there was no such interlineation in a copy of it sent to the Political 
AgonFs Office in 1853 with reference to a complaint against the Bajab 
having destroyed a matrimonial agreement. Though it was just and 
fair that the Jaghirdar should have been allowed to use the Silver sticks 
and Ohowri and wear Kuiky (Badge of honor formed of black feathers,) 
to which the interlined parts referred, the Government disposed of the 
case to the effect that their use was subject to the will and pleasure of 
the Rajah. 
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looked upon as derogatory to the d ignity of the Raja or was intended to low¬ 
er his dignity. Certainly it was not so, as long as he refrained from arro¬ 
gating to hinisSelf those insignia w^hicb clearly appertained to the Rajah 
alone. The Jaghirdar asked for nothing more than those simple custom¬ 
ary honors. He did not aspire to any insignia peculiarly restricted to 
Royalty, such as the»“ Thorah or “ Silpeose/^ What the Jaghirdar has 
been prevented from using may he used by any Hindu nobleman of rank. 
The emblems of honor peculiar to the Sovereign Power alone are :— 
(1) White Downy Kulky, (%) Silpeese. (S) Muthal KiirucM of pearls. 
(4) Kunkur. (5) Gold—handed Charnaniuis. (6) Peacock-feathered 
Thoorabay. (7) Gold Sticks. (8) Lion-hoaded silver sticks. 

Did the late Rajah obtain any Jotter from his brother, the father of 
the present (Jhinna Arramanai Jaghirdar, or from any of his sons-in-law 
as to the use of the Biriidoos allowed them ? No. But the donor has 
power to w^ithhold all marks of honor once conferred from the donee in 
a case where there are sufficient grounds to do so, but such lionors can¬ 
not be withheld arbitrarily or on account of any private grudge. We 
repeat again that the Jaghirdar has never arrogated to himself the insig¬ 
nia appertinont to royalty, nor does he aspire to them. Once a Political 
Agent has remarked that “ as Pudukola is not a British Territory and 
you (the Jaghirdar) happen to Jive there, you must abide by the ordinary 
customs of that place.” Certainly the Jaghirdar did not deviate from the 
maxim laid down by the Political Agent. But it cannot be siipposed 
that by conferring the State of Pudiikota on the Tondiman family, the 
British Government intended that the Rajah for the time being, should 
exercise autocratic sway over his subjects, and that the people dwelling 
within its limits should bo subjected to bis caprice and petty tyranny and 
that of his officers. In conclusion, we close this chapter with the re¬ 
mark that the Chinna Arramanai Jaghirdar, sons-in-law of the late Rajah, 
the Dewan or Minister of the State, the Fouzdar an d the Rashildar 
(Military officers) have been allow^l the use of the insignia due to their 
respective position and dignity. 


(1) The Chinna Arramanai Jaghirdar 

J 

(2) The Rajah’s-sons-in-law—The same Honorary marks. 


Ondereke 

Black downy Kulky 
A pair of Chamarains 
Chowri 
Silver sticks. 
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(8) The Dewaa or Minister--AJl the above marks of honor except 
Ondereke. 

(4) The Fouzdar—The same marks of honor as those of the Dewan. 

(5) Ib,Ra,hlld., } 

It Is sad to observe from the above that in the case of the Jagbirdar of 
the Western Palace, the late Rajah has wilfully done injustice to satisfy his 
private grudge or animosity, and that the Political Agents and the Govern¬ 
ment have not exercised their discretion in the matter of complaint but 
left the complainant to the mercy of the one who had already refusetl 
justice with a prejudiced mind. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Seat in the Durbar. 

The Jagbirdars of the Western Palace and the Ghinna Arramanai 
being the chief representatives of the two branches of the Tondiman 
Family w^ere in the habit of being invited to attend public durbars. Du¬ 
ring the lifetime of the late Rajah, dissensions broke out between these 
branches and the Ruling Chief; the continued harmony was broken and 
these representatives were left in the background during the course of 
a number of years. The first important opportunity for inviting these 
personages to durbar offered itself in February 1886, when Sir Mount 
E. Grant Duff, the Governor of Madras paid a visit to Pudukota. .On 
that occasion the Jagbirdar of the Chinna Arramanai alone was invited 
and no notice was taken of the Western Palace Branch. An opportunity 
was taken this time to introduce the grandsons of the late Rajah as 
having precedence over the neglected Western Palace Branch. The next 
occasion was the durbar held for the installation of H. H. the jiresent 
Rajah in July 1886 on his accession to the throne on the demise of his 
adoptive father in April 1886. On this occasion the Dewan-Regent 
while inviting the Western Palace Jagbirdar to attend the durbar de¬ 
clared his inability to interfere with the seat arrangements made by the 
late Rajah during the Governor’s visit in 1886. The Western Palace 
Jagbirdar in consequence did not put in his appearance at the durbar. 
The 3rd remarkable occasion that presented itself was in November 1894 
wheti H. Et Wd Wenlock invested His Highness the present Rajah 
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powerij of Administration. The details of discussion regarding 
the position of the Jaghirdar’s seat at the durbar will appear from the 
correspondence reproduced below ;— 


No. 388 


From 


To 


Dewan’s Office, 
Pudukotali, 7th July 1886, 

A. Sashiah Sastri C. S# I. 

Dewan-Regent, Pudnkotah. 

M. E. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar, Pudiikota, 


Sir,—1 have the honor to request your attendance at the installation 
durbar in the Palace appointed for Thursday, the 8th Instant, for the pre¬ 
sentation to His Highness Rajah Marthanda Bhirava Tondiman Bahadur, 
Rajah of Pudukotah, by the Political Agent of a Khillut from the Go¬ 
vernment of Madras and of a letter from His Excellency the Governor. 
A Programme of the Durbar &o., is enclosed, 

(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri, 


Dewau-Regent. 
8th July 1886. 

To The Honorable A. Sashiah Sastrial C. S. I., 

Dewan-Regent, Pudukotah. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 388 dated the 7th July 1886 
requesting my attendance at the installation Durbar which is to bo held 
this day in the palace for the presentation to His present Highness by 
the Political Agent of a Khillut from the Government of Madras and of 
a letter from His Excellency the Governor, I have the honor to inform 
you that I have no objection to comply with your request provided the 
mamool or the long-standing custom i ^ 4 »tr^ctly observed in respect of the 
seats and other ceremonial honors to which the Royal members of my 
position and dignity are entitled. 

2. If you can let me know the arrangements you have made or you 
will make about them, I shall be glad to attend the Durbar. 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sa^hib 


8_7~86,11-5 A.M. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

My dear sir, —I have just time to drop a line in reply to your letter 
cased to-day about your place in Durbar, 

I cannot speak with personal knowledge or authority about Mamool 
custom, but 1 am informed that the first seat on the left row was usually 
assigned to you, till the grandsons of His^ late Highness by the Senior 
Princess began to be called to Durbar. They were then allowed prece¬ 
dence—as on the occasion of the Governor’s visit when of course you 
(lid not attend for that reason as I presume. His late Highness having 
ordered it so, I do not see my way to make an alteration now, even if 1 
was of a different opinion. In haste. 

Yours very sincerely 

(Signed) A* Sashiah Sastri. 

Western Palace, 

9th November 1892. 

To The Dewan-Regent. 

Dear Sir,—In the programme received yesterday, I see that on 
Monday the 14th instant at 1 p.m. a Levee will be held at the Residency 
when the members of the Rajah’s family will be introduced to His Ex¬ 
cellency the Governor by His Highness. 

I wish to know immediately whether the sons of Kolundasamy 
Pullavaroyer—I mean Perria Dorai Raja and his brothers—will attend 
the Levee and, if they are to attend, how their seats will be, or are to 
be, arranged. 

At the same time I am anxions to learn from you who are to attend 
the Durbar at the Palace and how their seats will be arranged. 

I think you will remember that last year when a ceremony on account 
of Chinna Rajoyee w^as celebrated in the Senior Ranee’s resi(|^nce» 
1 took my seat next to H. H. the present Rajah who was present on the 
occasion. 

Yours truly 

(Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib.. 



misTfif, 
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The Jaghirdt appealed to H. H. the Eajah whose reply was communi¬ 
cated as follows by his tutor-guardian, Mr* F* F* Crossley:— 

Trichinopoly, 15—11—94. 

My dear sir,—I submitted your appeal to His Highness, After care¬ 
ful consideration he sees its justice and he has concluded that your proper 
place is the one you claim. You will therefore take this seat at the 
installation Durbar. The absence of members of H. H. the Rajah’s family 
from Durbar is regrettable and can only be construed as a mark of dis¬ 
loyalty to the reigning (-hief. If you had submitted this plea to His 
Highness long ago as your reason for non-attendance, I am sure, it would 
have been put right at once. ^ 

Yours I’aithfuUy 

* (Signed^ F. F. Crossley. 


Western Palace, 22nd November 1894. 


To 


F. F, Crossley Esq., 

Tutor-Guardian of H. H. the Rajah. 

Respected sir,—With much pleasure 1 welcomed your letter of the 
15th Instant which brought to me the happy intelligence regarding my 
seat at the Installation Durbar. I offer my cordial thanks for the same. 
As there is one more doubt troubling my mind, I am anxious to see 
you and get it cleared* Please tell me your convenient time. 

Awaiting an early reply, 

Yours faithfully 

(Signed^ Rathakristna Tondimau Sahib. 

Residency, 26—11—94. 

Dear Sir, 

His Highness with the Assistant Dewan finally settled the Durbar. 
Please apply to the Assistant Dewaii for the information you desire, 
as I am not aware of the arrangements decided upon. 

^ Yours faithfully 
(Signed) F. F. Crossley. 

Pudukotab 26—11—94. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Dear Sir,—In continuation of my note of this date 1 am to inform 
you that His Highness has on further consideration decided that the 





Dorai Eajas in order of seniority are entitled to the seat next to the 
Chinna Arramanai Jaghirdar. 


- Yours faithfully 
(Signed) F. F. Crossley. 

PuJukota, 26—11—94. 

M. R. %• Radhakristna Toudiman Sahib, 

W. P. Jaghirdar. 

Dear Sir,—In enclosing the usual card of Invitation to Durbar of 
toniorrow, I beg to draw attention to the fact that, as arranged by H. H, 
your place or rather seat will be next after the Dorai Rajahs and before 
the sons-in-law. 

Yours sincerely 

A. Sashiah Sastri. 

Invitation to Investiture Durbar. 


The Dewan-Regent has the honor to request the favor of Radlut- 
kristna Tonditnan Sahib’s presence at the Durbar to take place on Tues¬ 
day, 27th November 1894, at the Pavilion in the Palace Square in 
connection with the Investiture of His Highness Sree Brahadambah Das 
Rajah Marthanda Bhairava Tondiman Bahadur, Rajah of Pndukottai, 
with powers of Administration by His Excellency Lord Wenlock, Go¬ 
vernor of Madras. 

Pudukottai, ) (Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri, 

26th November 1894* f Dewan-Rogent.. 

It must be remarked that H. H. the late Rajah has adopted II. H. 
the present Rajah, one of the grandsons by liis daughter who has been 
•betrothed to Kolundasaray Piillavaroyer who is not a member of the 
Tondiman family. If H. H. the Rajah has not been adopted, he would 
not have come into the Tondiman line. Though he has become the Ruler 
of the State by the mere right of adoption, his brothers of another descent 
should not be classified as if they were connected with the Tondiman 
branch. Male issues by the daughter’s side are entitled to ranks and 
privileges of only thoir father. In Indian genealogy a daughter sepa¬ 
rated by marriage from her parentage traces her son’s descent from her 
husband. Thus it will be seen that the brothers of the present Bajah are 
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the progeny of alien (Pullavaroyer’fc;) blood. There is neither sense nor 
rhyme therefore in allowing the Dorai Rajahs to take precedence of the 
W. P. Jaghirdar in the Durbar. And what looks strange is the prece¬ 
dence given to the Ohinna Arrainanai Jaghirdar in the assignment of 
seats in the Durbar, while the Western Palace Jaghirdar stands to the 
ruling branch in the same relation as the Chinna Arramanai Jaghirdar. 
It remains then to be decided whether the Dorai Rajahs could be allowed 
seats in the Durbar before the W. P. Jaghirdar Who stands in the rela¬ 
tion of Paternal Uncle to the present Rajah. 


(THAPTER X. 


Domestic kSquabblks. 
General remarks. 


Wo have sufficiently dwelt in Chapter IV upon the Manager’s tyran¬ 
nical mode of conducting the Jaghirdar’s household expenses. Let us 
now turn to the quarrels and feuds in the Jaghirdar’s own camp, or what 
may be rightly called domestic feuds and troubles. When the Jaghir 
was in the possession of the Jaghirdar till 1881 all the members of his 
family constituting 2 wives and 2 sons were living together in peace and 
harmony. Subsequent to the resumption of the Jaghir, everything fell 
into confusion. Each member was at war with the head of the family. 
Even the two minor sons became turbulent and mischievous iindoT the 
ill-advice of their guardian — the Steward of the Western Palace — who fed 
them separately from their allotted share of money-pension and clothed 
them out of their pocket allowance. Every evening stroll under the orders 
of the Western Palace Manager (the Steward) pleased them the more. 
Occasional supply of pretty grand suits greatly attracted their attention 
and tended in a large measure to estrange them from their own father. 
What they looked to was eating, clothing and driving. They paid little 
attention to study. They even went extremity of carrying com¬ 
plaints against their father. The Manager cared more for their comforts. 
He imagined that complaints against the Jaghirdar would safeguard his 
appointment and strengthen the post of guardian. It is but natural to 
expect that, if sons are left to look to a stranger's hand for their daily 
doles, they would acquiesce more in his wishes than those of their father. 
It was the Manager that sowed the seeds of dissension in the Jaghirdar'S 





miiily. Ho was the consulting factor of the Dewan-Regeut in the 
Western Palace aflFairs. He was not slow to adopt measures to get the 
Jaghirdar’s attempts frustrated towards the abolition of the schedule 
arrangements. Even after the Jaghir was resumed, the two wives con¬ 
tinued firm under their husband's protection and obeyed him till 1884, 
when they signed along with him a memorial appealing against the order 
of permanent resumption and praying for an increase of pension. But 
as their attempts came to nought,. they became despondent and the 
Jaghirdar's senior wife began to go against his wishes, and in truth be¬ 
haved independently leaning towards the Dewan-ttegentand entertaining 
bright hopes that her wants and requirements would be satisfied by him. 
Such an idea on the part of the lady was gradually strengthened by the 
then Manager. The Jaghirclar's sons were also influenced by him, and 
the consequence was that the Jaghirdar was left in the dark. The channel 
for the Dewan’s interference became more widened. The Manager began 
to oppress the Jaghirdar and refuse his reasonable requests for needful 
requirements. Emboldened by the Dewan’s support, the senior wife of 
the Jaghirdar even addressed yadasts directly to the Dewan charging 
her husband with, false and frivolous accnsations. When the Jaghirdar 
complainal to the Political Agent against the Dewan’s undue inter¬ 
ference, the latter incumbent was in the habit of censuring the Jaghir- 
dar’s conduct by alluding to his wife’s correspondence received and 
recorded in the Dewau's office. Matters continued in this wise until the 
Glovernment of Madras ordered in 1888 the abolition of the schedule 
system by which the M'^estern Palace Family pension was controlled by 
the Dew’an through a ^Manager and staff, subject to his direct authority. 

Once the Jaghirdar’s senior wife-the primary mischief-maker-desired 
to go to the residence of the senior princess as well as to other places, but 
no permission was given by him for sound and solid reasons best known to 
himself. This refusal formed a subject of complaint to the Dewan-Re- 
gent. Could the Dewan-Regent interfere in such a matter ? She took 
pride in Tiiaking complaints against her husband. The Dewan-Regent 
was receiving all her complaints and storing them up without making any 
reference whatever to the Jaghirdar. How much mortifying and iiTitatiiig 
would all those be to the Jaghirdar whose action towards her was 
open to no question or censure. It was the Dewan that misguided his 
senior wife and her sons both directly and indirectly to revolt against him 
and thereby disturb the domestic peace and happiness. It was the 
De^van-Regent’s clear intention to cast a stigma upon the Jaghirdar and 
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to CTOvernraent that it was his bonnden duty to ensure to the mem¬ 
bers of the Jaghirdar’s family their several rights of proteption and 
inainteiKince, and io gain the absolute power of nominating a Manager 
independently of the Jaghirdar’s w’ish^ which had been slightly affected 
by the (:i. 0* 663 and 065 and 667 (7—7—86) approved of by the 

Governnient of India. It was clearly decided that the Jaghirdar should 
bo at liherty to nominate a Manager, subject to the Dewan-Hegent^s 
approval and that in case of difference of opinion the Political Agent 
should decide the question. When a new^ Manager was doing duty as the 
Steward of the Western Palace, he was directed by the Jaghirdar to 
provide palanquins for his wives who wanted to go to the Rajah’s palace 
on one auspicious occasion. As the senior wife bad already written on the 
subject to the Dewan-Kegent, she said she could not make use of the 
vehicle without his perniissiou or hearing from him. Day by day she 
multiplied her correspondence with tlie Dewan-Regent who put no check 
upon her cither directly or through her husband, but on the other hand 
was pleased with all she did. In fact, in almost all cases the Dewan- 
Regent passed eojparte decisions in favor of the Jaghirdar’s Ist wife, 
which affected his rights as her husband. 

Troubles by the Senior wife. 

Helped by the second son, the senior wife complained to the Politi¬ 
cal Agent, Mr. Fawcett, that the Jaghirdar was ill-treating and prevent¬ 
ing her ineDial servants from entering her residence for serving her. At 
once the Political Agent directed that the Jaghirdar should not interfere 
with her control over her own servants. But the Political Agent at the 
same time declared that he did not interfere with the discretion of the 
Jaghirdar in keeping out strangers other than servants, as will appear 
by the following letter;— 

No. 481. 10—9.89. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar, 

Pudukota. 

Sir,—1 have the honor to inform you with reference to your letter 
No. 17 dated the 3rd Instant that I see no reason to cancel my order 
that you should not interfere wdth your wife’s servants. If yonr state¬ 
ment that you do not interfere with them is correct and that you merely 
prevent other persons, not her servants from entering her zenana, my 
order will of course be imperative, but over her own servants, as she has 




a separate maintenance allowance and. does not live with you she bas 
complete authority. With these remarks I leave the matter in the bands 
of the Dewan-Regent who will, I am perfectly sure, treat you with per¬ 
fect fairness. 

2. You describe your second son as badly behaved and disrespect¬ 
ful towards yourself. Your sons hiive been brought up under your own 
eye and have had yon before them for an example. I feel constrained to 
observe that it would be impossible for any son to feel respect for a 
father who lives the life you do. This tloe.s not exca.se your sons bad 
conduct, but it ought to prevent your complaining ot it. 

(Signed) G* W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

To the Jaghirdar’s sudden surprise, the workmen from the State 
Public Works Department came and opened a new entrance to the Ist 
wife’s apartment directly leading to the main street. The Jaghirtlar then 
wrote to the Political Agent enquiring as to what it vvas that led to the 
sudden opening of the new gate. He refused to reconsider his order 
touching the opening of the gate and withheld a definite reply to the 
Jaghirdar’s repeated requests until at last he was driven to say that the 
gate had been opened in consequence of a complaint from the senior 
wife, a copy of which received from the Political Agent’s office, is given 
below in full:— 

15th March 1890. 

To The Political .^gent for Pudukota. 

From The first wife of the Western Palace Jagbirdar, 

Pmhikota. 

Sir,—ft is with the feelings of intense regret that I beg leave to 
observe in you the spirit to maintain passiveness concerning my aflair 
even after a clear and repeated representetion of what is passing hero 
every now and then. 

I hive more than once written to yon about the conduct of my hus¬ 
band regarding a certain paid physician of mine also giving in detail the 
nature of my disease and the necessity of his attendance. Nearly more 
than 5 months rolled away since jmu were informed of it and 1 am ex¬ 
tremely sorry to say that you were quite heedless of it and threw my 
petition of complaint into wa.ste-paper basket, \on moy y®^r 


tnind from any suspicion by asking the highest local authority to report 
on the matter and then easily see whose cause is just and proper. I arn 
once again being attacketl with the disease and I therefore beg of you to 
do what you can in the matter. I thought I could lea re everything to 
the work of chance having become quite disgusted with the unreasonable 
acts of the Jagbirdar and with the spirit of paasiveiltess maintained by 
Political Agents generally; but the chest ache becoming insxifferable and 
tieurnlgia nnbearahle, I am forced to apply to, you for help once 
again. 1 have tried all English medicines and there is no hope of further 
relief from them. 

2. The Jaghirdar has not stopped even here. With every man 
every day .is more or loss like every other day and it is very rare that 
the next day bloom.s forth with tempests and hurricanes. Whereas with 
the first wife of the Western Palace Jaghirdar it is just the contrary. 
The morning sun rises fresh to her every day carrying with it horrible 
tidings that she would be dishonored to day in public courts *, that she 
was closely watched the previous night by the servants of her enemies, 
lurking around her residence ; that the doors of the palace would be 
shut against her if she takes as usual a short drive even within the limits 
of the town; that her water-carrier is to be prohibited to day and her 
cook tomorrow with the cruel and merciless intention of making her to 
starve, and in short that the starving maintenance allotted to her is 
aboiitdo be stopped and herself ordered to leave the Palace compounds by 
the Government. Are all these what a w'oman of miserable position 
skindiag alone and unsupported should endure ? May I take the liberty 
to interrogate you that are you not the person wielding superior control 
over the destinies of the people of this State, the members of Kallar aris¬ 
tocracy included ? Is your predecessor, Mr. Willock, when he submitted 
his report to the Government of Madras for the division of our palace 
pension among its various members, gone wrong to have requested the 
generoUvS Government to allot separate allowance to the ladies to guard 
against any illtreatraent that might naturally arise from the Jaghirdar^s 
wanton neglect and indifference ”? Is it fabricated story of his to state 
that '‘ the Jaghirdar neglected his family most shamefully ’7 And is it 
not highly commendable in him to have allowed us “ to reside apart 
considering the headlong mischief-doing and petition-writing propen¬ 
sity of my husband ? Is your iniad become already biassed against me 
by the one sided and false representation of the Jaghirdar who surround¬ 
ed and advised by my euemiee^the known evil counsellors—is alvrays prone 
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To disturb iiij peace of mind by cooking up di.^honorable stories against 
me ? It is but natural and proper for men to sympathise with their fellow- 
men when they are told that the conduct of a wile who by the strict and 
uncharitable rules of Himlu Law and custom must be passively subser¬ 
vient to the husband quietly putting up with any amount of torture, 
corporal punishment included is unbearable. I was under the impression 
that the foolish idea of one person possessing property over another is 
entirely erased from the mind of every Hindu and more especially from 
that of a member of a ruling class and that it is penal to treat his wife 
cruelly. By this I do not want yon to infer that the Jaghirdar has gone 
so very bad as to inflict corporal punishment; but yon may bear in mind 
that I am led to fear from his wanton oppressive behaviour heedless of 
the honor and the long prestige of his family and himself in particular 
and also of the force of law and justice which makes no difference bet¬ 
ween the rich and the poor that matters will soon come to that even. 

3, Must I not appeal to your sense of mercy that is always quick 
in every Englishman ? Don’t you feel it your duty, as a fellow creature 
at least and though not as a superior authority in whose care our welfare 
is entrusted, to satisfy me and find measures to wipe out the tears that 
are every second flowing down my cheeks in torrents unable to bear the 
oppressive acts of the Jaghirdar which are every day being aggravated ? 
Is Mr. Willock’s order dated 26th October 1838 to my elder son No. 302 
that “ this was inserted (Proviso Ko. I) to secure the interests of the 
ladies and 1 have no doubt but that the Political Agent will see that their 
comfort and wishes in this respect will always be attended to ” become 
null and void or is it only an order passed for the time being to save 
trouble ? In what way 1 had incurred the Jaghirdar’s displeasure and 
why he should be so very persistent in troubling me I am at a loss to 
understand. Is it because that in spite of his shameful negligence of his 
family and myself and my children in particular before the resumption 
of his Jaghir, 1 fed and protected his sons (of course mine also) against 
famine and the several attachments of property and person brought about 
by his dissipation, from the sale of my dowry—property, while he would 
eat and drink sumptuously with his keep and her children P or is it be¬ 
cause that I used to advise him to lay down his never-tiring and ever- 
active pen and be contented with little he had ? Do i apeak with him 
now ? Do I see him? or do I even talk of him ? Does he think that by 
his repeated and unreasonable deeds of cruelty there would be any possi¬ 
bility of my being reuuited to him ? No, Sir, it cannot be, I am sorry tp 
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[y, even m the next world, I have suffered much ; and during these 25 


years (I was fifteen when I was married) there was not a single honr 
which I spent with delight. I am not only his wife ; but also have the 


happiness to he daughter of his own sister* This is the benefit of my two¬ 


fold relation having married my own maternal uncle. If I am such it 
woman ae I am re^presented to be, I must quietly put up with my lot. 
Have I not attained such an age (more than 40) by the virtue of Which 
I am in a position to discriminate right from wrong, good from bad, and 
advantagoous and disadvantageous ? Is this the bloom of my life that I 
have begun to be led astray hoping that there are many years in store 
for me ? Am t not right in telling the Jaghirdar to his very face that it 
is very uncharitable on his part to attribute vilest motives to me in a 
periotl when I have one of my feet in the grave? And is it not mUOb more 
uncharitable and ungenerons in you to give crednlenco to such concoct¬ 
ed stories, since you posse.ss more power of discretion ? With due defer¬ 
ence to my respected husband I most humbly request you to permit me 
to remark that the Jaghirdar is perhaps laboring under a sort of halluci¬ 
nation ; or perhaps that he is raving ; else he would not have gone to 
such a length, 

4. Living in a distant place you are placed behind the scene of 
what is passing here every day; the Courts are stuffed with Western 
Palace cases, both Civil and Magisterial. Mr. Willock in para 7 of 
his report says that the affairs of our palace were placed under the 
schedule management to avoid its being exposed to destitution thro* the 
faults of the Jaghirdar and that since the members are old enough to 
manage their own affairs, it may he abolished. But 1 beg leave to say 
that his intention will never he realized especially among our class of 
people who cannot see things beyond their noses, and before you leave 
this State for good, you will see or hear that it is again exposed to des¬ 
titution and disdain. 


5. It is not my intention or prayer that the allowance of the Jaghir¬ 
dar should be out down rather too closely to my advantage or my husband 
should be made obedient to me ; but that to carry out the wishes of the 
Government in passing an order that both the Madras Government and 
the family of the pensioner are much indebted to him (Mr. WiUook) for 
an arrangement which promises to be satisfactory, to put an end to all 
disputes and bitterness as also the waste of time of Government arid its 
^officers involved under the schedule arrangement by making necessary 


-jtirangements to see that the members of my family or myself at least 
perform their respective business without the least disturbance of the 
peace of mind and not to make the order a dead letter. This cannot be 
eflfected unless proper measures are taken to open separate ways to each 
of us and stop all communications between one part of the building and 
another. 

6. You have seen how the different parts are located and to enable 
you to have a clearer idea of their locality I have here to appended a 
rough sketch of the building with the required alterations. I therefore, 
most humbly request you to have the patience to go through this letter 
with the sketch and to use all your influence and power to place me in 
a position of which 1 may not complain to you again. 

7. In conclusion I beg permission to request you to consider this 
petition of mine rather very strongly as you would that of your own sis¬ 
ter and pass on this what you think fit and proper once for all, 

8. This act of yours will not only relieve you from the unnecessary 
trouble and spare you all the loss of your precious time caused by look¬ 
ing into the several memorials from the members of the Western Palace 
family and into the reports of the officer of the State ; but also proclaim 
you to the whole of this small but important State as the fittest champion 
who carries out the spirit of the Government order to each letter of it 
but only to the advantage of the just side. 

(Signed) Kamalamba Ayiar, 

First wife of the Jaghirdar. 

The above letter will clearly shew what sort of a woman the senior 
wife must have been. The letter, though called a complaint, contains 
no specific allegation beyond vague and indifferent generalities against 
her husband. But as a matter of fact the letter contains nothing to jus¬ 
tify an action which will derogate from the husband’s rights. On a 
complaint of such a purely domestic nature, the Political Agent took 
official action without calling for the Jagbirdar’s explanation. Having 
sent a copy of ibis complaint to the Jaghirdar, Mr. Fawcett, the Political 
Agent, refused any further correspondence or interference in the matter. 

The Political Agent, though he ordered the opening of the gate, 
refused to furnish the Jaghirdar with a list of persons who were to pass 
through it. The Political Agent’s reply ran thus;-"- 
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14tJb June 1890. 


To 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor with reference to your letter No. 121 dated 
12th June 1890, to repeat that I have got no Hi^t of your 1st wife’s 
servants; and it would obviously be impossible for me to check any list 
1 might get from her. You can easily get a list yourself if indeed you 
have not got one already. I cannot reply to any further references on 
the subject. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

After the declaration by a competent Court of Justice of the exist¬ 
ence of unsatisfactory conduct on the part of the Senior wife, and on the 
conviction of the Brahmin delinquent to one month’s simple imprison¬ 
ment and a fine of Rs. 30, a memorial was submitted by the Jaghirdar 
praying for the stoppage of her allowance as his wife in view of the 
judgment pronounced on her conduct. The Political Agent, Mr. Welsh, 
sent the following reply with reference to the memorial addressed and 
submitted through him to the Madras Ooverninent;— 


No. 9/756. 


To 


Trichinopoly, 8th June 1893. 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

—With reference to your letter dated 11th May 1893, I have 
the honor to inform you that on enquiry I am informed that the scandal 
referred to in your memorial and letters has now ceased to exist and it 
is therefore advisable to let the matter rest. 

(Signed) W. H. Welsh, 

Political Agent. 

As the PoHtioal Agent’s reply purported that the scandal complained 
of had once existed, the Jaghirdar wrote letters dated 10th and 11th 
July 1893 soliciting bis attention to the past and present conduct The 
following replies were received 

No. 9-0/850. Trichinopoly, 5th July 1893. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—As, in your letter dated lOth Instant, it is obvious that you 
are not satisfied with the enquiry akeady made on the subject, I have 


the honor to reqtieist to be informed whether yon wish any enqtiiry to 
held at Trichinopoly at which the representatives of both yotirself and 
yonr senior wife should be present, in order to examine evidence for 
ascertaining whether or not the scandal referred to is in existence. 

(Signed) W,H. Welsh, 

Political Agent. 

No. 9/924. Trichinopoly, 17th July 1893. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor to return herewith your letter No.—-—dated 
11th Instant on the sxibjeot of complaint against your senior wife with 
remark that the language used especially in para 2 is improper in tone., 

2. if yon think that an enquiry is necessary, you should distinctly 
ask for it. 

(Signed) W. H. Welsh, 

Political Agent. 

It was pointed opt that no enquiry was necessary to prove a point 
that had already beeh^ discussed and decided by a Court of eTustice, and 
that the new entrance was the source of all evils reflecting upon the 
Western Palace family. Leaving the question undecided, Mr. Welsh 
left the Trichinopoly district, and was succeeded for the time being by 
Mr. L. 0, Miller whose attention was called to the matter pending 
disposal. He replied thus:— 

No. 9-0/1177. Trichinopoly, 22nd August 1893. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter dated 1st August 1893, I have 
the honor to inform you that the matters referred to therein will have 
my attention on the occasion of my next visit to Pudukota. 

(Signed) L. C. Miller, 

Political Agent. 

After his arrival at Pudukota, Mr. Miller sent the following letter:- 

No* 9/1393. Trichinopoly, 16th September 1893. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—In Continuation of this office letter No. 9-0/1177 of ?2nd 
August 1893, I have the honor to inform you that I have no objection 
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[i^yonr <jloBing the newly opened entrance referred to in your letter 
dated the 7th August 1893. 

2. It is expected that your treatment of your senior wife should 
be such as to avoid any complaints by her of ill-treatment iu future. 

(Signed) L. 0. Miller, 

Political Agent. 

As arrangements were made for the closing of the gate, the senior 
wife of the Jaghirdar quitted her apartment one night, w^ent to her 
mother’s house at Kathakuriohee, a village 8 miles off the town of 
Pudukota and reuiained there for several months till a Gr. 0. bronght her 
to her senses. Meanwhile the Jaghirdar requested the Political Agent, 
Mr. J. Andrew, to let him kuow what became of the memorial addressed 
to Government complaining of liis wife’s actions, 
wrote as follows: — 


The Political Agent 


No. 84*0/843. 


To 


Tricbinopoly, 29th May 1894. 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—In reply to yonr letter dated 8th Instant, I have the honor to 
inform yon that yonr printed memorial dated 23rd June 1892 was sub¬ 
mitted to Government in connection with a petition presented by your 
senior wife complaining of the closing of the gate way, and that Govern¬ 
ment has not considered it necessary to interfere in the matter. _ 

(Signed) J. Andrew, 

Political Agent. 

No. 9-0/1107. Tricbinopoly, 20th July 1894. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 2 dated 7th July 1894, I 
have the honor to refer you to this of!i|je No. 9-0/1590 dated 17th Oc¬ 
tober 1893 and to inform you that no further r‘commendation can be 
made on your behalf to Government regarding your wife as Govermiient 
was in possession of yonr memorial dated 23rd June 1892 when it de¬ 
clined to interfere and I see no reason for troubling Government further 
in the matter. 

(Signed) J. Andrew, 

Political Agent, 


TAINlSr;?^ 



333 


§L 


Seeing that the question of opening and closing the gate was in no 
way connected with the past action of his wife which had previously 
become a basis of his complaint to Government, the Jaghirdar submitted 
a copy of the memorial direct soliciting orders. 

The memorial having been referred to the Political Agent, the 
following replies were received from him;— 

No. 84-0/I478, Camp. Piidukota, 13th September 1894. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—In reply to your letters dated 11th and 13th Instants, I have 
the honor to inform you that your memorial will be disposed of by Go¬ 
vernment and the result communicated to you in due course. 

(Signed) J. Andrew, 

Political Agent. 

No. 84/1479. Camp, Pudukota, 

Trichinopoly, 13th September 1894. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,-^-With reference to your memorial to Government about your 
senior wife’s conduct, I have the honor to request you to reply to the 
following question. 

2. Your wife is anxious that she should be allowed to occupy the 
building now occupied by your eldest son, and recently vacated by you, 
your son removing to a rented house. In the event of your son removing 
to a rented house, are you willing to allow your wife to occupy the 
building thus vacated. 

(Signed) J. Andrew, 

Political Aiient. 

With so much trouble on the part of the Jaghirdar and in face of 
the protest made by the Political Agent in respect of the transmission of 
the memorial to the Government, the Jaghirdar was enabled to obtain 
the following final decision though it compelled his wife to return to the 
old abode in the Western Palace, thus leaving the cause of complaint 
yet unremoved:— 
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Political Departmeiit. 
Proceedings of the Madras Government* 

Read the following papers:— 

Prom The Western Palace Jaghirdar, dated 20th Ang. ’94. 

From The Senior wife of the Western Palace Jaghirdar, 

dated 30th July 1894* 

From The Political Agents Pndnkota, 

dated 2ud October 1894, No. 84-0/1609* 

From The Senior wife of the Western Palace Jaghirdar, 

dated 11th October 1894. 

Order, dated 2nd November 1894* No. 767. 

In the first of the papers read above the Western Palace Jaghirdar 
makes certain requests as regards the stoppage or reduction of the 
allowance (Rs. 1,250 per annum) of his senior wife in consequence of her 
alleged immoral conduct. The second paper is a petition from the senior 
wife in which she asks Government to direct that a copy of the Dewan- 
Regent’s letter to the Political Agent on the subject of the matter dealt 
within G. 0.dated 30th January 1894, No. 55, may be furnished to her. 
These papers have been referred to the Political Agent and his reply 
forms the third of the papers read above. 

2. After a consideration of this report the Government directs :— 

(1) that the Senior wife of the Western Palace Jaghirdar be 
ordered to go and live in the old house in the Western Palace Enclosure, 
and that her allowance of Rs. 1,250 per annum be continued. 

(2) that if she refuses, or unreasonably delays, to comply with 
this order, her allowance as the Jaghirflat's wife be withdrawn and that 
she be granted in lieu thereof an allowance of Rs. 40 or 45 per mensem 
as a member of the Tondiman family. 

(3) that if her allowance is curtailed as above, none of the 
savings shall be given to the Jaghirdar. 

3. The Government refuses to grant copies of the correspondence 
on the subject either to the Jaghirdar or to his wife* 






4. The Political Agettt will communicate copies of this order to the 
parties concerned. 


(TnJe extract,) 

(Signed) J. F. Price, 

Chief Secretary. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) James Andrew, 

Political Agent. 

With the view of obtaining redress for his grievance of a grave 
nature, the Jaghirdar addressed a second memorial through the Political 
Agent for reconsideration of the Madras Government. But it was not 
forwarded, as per endorsement reproduced below :—* 

Ko, 150/PoL of 95 Trichinopoly, 

1st July 1895. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter, No. 43 dated 17th June 1895, 
giving cover to a memorial dated 17th June 1895, addressed to His Ex¬ 
cellency the Right Honorable the Governor of Madras, I have the honor 
to inform you that the subject of your prayer contained in yoitr petition 
of June 1892 which is again referred to in the present memonal having 
been before Government when it passed its order disposing of the ques¬ 
tion of the residence and allowance of Senior wife, I must decline to 
forward your present nioiuorial to Government. 

(Signed) E. A, Elwiu„ 

Political Agent# 

Troubles by the senior son. 

The G. Or of 11th December 1888 provided separate residencies for 
the male members of the Western Palace Family. The Jaghirdar was to 
live ib the main portion of the Palace Building; the bungalow to the 
west of it was the residence of his elder son, and the younger son should 
be provided with an accommodation outside during his father’s lifetime. 

As the main building stood in Urgent need ot repairs at the iState 
expense, the Jaghirdar wsks requested to live in the westsern bungalow 
as a temporary measure. The two sons were living in the apartments 
specially provided in the building of their mother. Their stepmother 
moved with the Jaghirdar to the western bungalow. While the repairs 
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in progress, the 1 st son removed of his own accord to the upper 
part of the main building and his mother also was in the habit of visiting 
it. It must be noted that the 2nd son shifted his quarters to the upper 
story of the temporary residence of the Jaghirdar. According to the 
order of Government, the State procured a rented house for the acoom- 
modation of the second son. But when he, Jaghirdar, v^anted to go to 
the main building after the oompletion of its repair, the 1st son refused 
to vacate it. The Dewan-Regent having failed to take necessary steps, 
several letters were addressed by the Jaghirdar to the Political Agent 
whose replies are hereunder reproduced in succession 

No. 25—0/784. 12th May 1894. 

Xo The Western Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota. 

gi|.^—With reference to your letter dated 8th instant, I have the 
honor to inform you that the Dewan-Regent has been requested to arrange 
for putting you in possession of the main portion of the Western Palace 
buildings. 

(Signed) J. Andrew, 

Political Agent. 


-0/847 


29th May 1894.. 


No. 25- 

Xo The Western Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota. 

_In reply to your letter dated 2eHrd instant just received, I have 

the honor to inform you that I received through the Dewan-Regent a 
copy of your son’s letter stating that your bungalow is in need of repairs. 
I have already requested the Dewan-Regent to inform your son that 
whether the building requires repairs or not, he must vacate the main 
building in your favor without further delay. 

(Signed ) J. Andrew, 

Political Agent, 


No. 25—0/861 
To 


81st May 1894. 

The Western Palace Jagliirdar, Pudukota. 

gjj._X have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 

28th May 1894 in which yon complain that your eldest son has not vaca- 
the main building in your favor and in which you intimate your 
intention of entering it on the 6th June as being an auspicious day. 

2* In reply 1 have to inform you that I regret to hear that your 
eon has not yet vacated the building and I am accordingly informing 





him that he must vacate it within 4 days, failing tvhich the Dewan-Ife' 
pnt will he requested to arrange for the house being opened. I am also 
informing him that the orders of Qovernmeut can be no longer disregard¬ 
ed and that if he fails to carry out the orders now issued, the propriety 
of requesting Gorermneut to reduce his allowanoe for disobedience to 
its orders will be considered. 

I do not quite gather from your letter if you meditate having 
the doors forced open, or the house forcibly entered into in the event of 
its hot being vacated by the 6th June. I trust you have no such inten¬ 
tion. But I must remark that if any one attempts to enforce by violent 
means any right or supposed right, he will render himself liable to a cri- 
miiial prosecution. 

(Signed) J, Andrew, 

Political Agent. 

Troubles to the senior son. 

His wife is no other than the younger sister of H. H. the present 
Eajah of Pudukotah. For some years from the time of the marriage, 
she remained in her mother’s residence and when the husband Cfilled for 
her to his own palace, her mother refused to let her go. Communication 
on the subject was opened both with the Dewan-Begent and the Political 
Agent for nearly a year. It was finally decided that the consort should 
be sent to live together with her husband in his palaee. But the mother 
remonstrated and she was warned that her allowance would bo stopped 
should .she contine to detain her any longer. The Chinna Arramanai 
Jaghirdar too who, it was known, was frequenting the residence of the 
Princess, was advised by the then Political Agent not to do so. But after¬ 
wards he was found to have violated the warning. The Political A ebut 
was informed of it and whether it was that he had gone against °the 
warning given him or for political reasons, the Chinna Atrainanai 
Jaghirdar was advised to live apart from the State for sometime. The 
mother of the senior son’s wife, in spite of the order of the stoppao-e of 
her allowance, kept her daughter with her for a few months, hut since 
then the wife has detached herself from her mother and has consented 
to live and is living together with her husband in the Western Palace. 

Mischief by the second son. 

He is the son of the Jaghirdar’s senior wife. Once he was on his 
father’s side and helped him in preventing the Brahmin tutor from eriter- 
ing the Western Palace against the order of prohibition and stood firm 
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i defence, though the trespasser was under the arms of the Jaghir- 
dar^s 1st son. Sometime after, the second son changed sides and assisted 
his mother in revolting and complaining against his father. He went 
even to the extremity of befriending the said tutor who had charged 
him, his father and some others with the case of hurt before a Criminal 
Court, This tutor was lucky in being his private Manager for a few 
months. Want of faith and fidelity deprived him of the Managership. 
The second son was constantly putting his father to troubles and causing 
mischief. He was then occupying the upper story of the western bun¬ 
galow in which his father and step-mother were living owing to the main 
palace being under repair. He used to frequent his mother’s residence 
situated to the north of the main palace and consult together in fabricat¬ 
ing false and frivolous complaints against his father. His mother's ill- 
advice was so strongly rooted in him as to set up his servants to concoct 
charges of robbery, hurt and wrongful confinement against his father’s 
servants. The latter two charges were also brought against his father. 
The complaint lodged by his servant that the Jaghirdar’s servants had 
forcibly taken possession of his record box while he was carrying it down 
stairs for handing it over to his master (2nd son) who was then remaining 
in his mother’s residence, was dismissed by the Criminal Court after 
proper enquiry. 

As the Jaghirdar’s consent given to the second son for living in the 
upper story was the cause of so many disgraceful actions, he w^anted to 
get rid of him and so he communicated with the Political Agent, Mr. 
Fawcett, who, after having become fully convinced of the truth of the 
Jaghirdar’s allegations and impeachments, ordered for his information 
the following copy of the letter to the Dowan-Regent • 

437 12th September 1889. 

To The Dewan-Regent. 

Sir,-"-“I have the honor to forward another letter No. 22 dated 9th 
September 1889 from the Western Palace Jaghirdar complaining of cer¬ 
tain conduct on the part of his younger son. 

2. I shall endeavour to settle the very disgraceful quarrels of this 
family on my next visit to Pudukota which will be as soon as possible 
after my return from my present tour. Meanwhile as it appears impos¬ 
sible for the Jaghirdar and his younger son to lire under the same roof 
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wirtiout a constant rocnrrenco of scenes dlsgracefitl to them both and 
thereby reflecting on the State, I request you will be good enough to pro-* 
vide the younger son with a temporary residence outside and as far as 
possible from the palace, and forbid his entering except at his father’s 
invitation* 

(Signed) A Kristnasamy Iyer, 

for Political Agent. 

The Jaghirdar would not have permitted the younger son to take 
up residence in the tipper story for the time being, but for the constant 
quarrels and disputes that arose between himself and his brother. 

As suggested by the Political Agent, the Dewan-Regent was unwill¬ 
ing to make any arrangement for providing the younger son with an 
acconiinodation outside the palace. Consequently the Government of 
Madras was addressed on the subject and the following order was received 
by the Jaghirdar ; — 

Proceedings of the Madras Government. 

Read the following paper 

From the Political Agent for Pudukota, Trichinopoly, dated 25th 
November 1889. No. 650 forwarding a memorial from the Western 
Palace Jaghirdar praying that his second son may be removed to a resi¬ 
dence outside his palace. 

Order :—6th December 1889, No. 644. 

The Political Agent and the Dewan-Regent will make such arrange¬ 
ments as appear to them to he suitable ; the matter is not one calling for 
interference on the part of Government. 

2. The substance of this order should be communicated to the 
memorialist. 

(True ExtractJ 

(Signed) Frederick Price, 

Chief Secretary. 

The second son’s unnecessary encroachment upon the premises of 
his step-mother induced the Jaghirdar to complain again to the Political 
Agent who forwarded for his information the following copy;— 
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4th Jnly 1890. 



To 


The second son of the 

Western Palace Jagbirdar. 


Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, with reference to the recent 
arrangements made for the residences of the Western Palace family that 
you are forbidden to enter any part of the separate bungalow now occu¬ 
pied by your father or any of the buildings attached to it, till he has left 


it, except at his invitation. 


(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 


Dissatisfied with the mother’s conduct, the second son closed his con¬ 
nection with her and has refrained till now from visiting or treating her 
with due regard. In truth the elder son has followed suir,. These two 
sons have now become strong adherents of his father. It is to be ques¬ 
tioned why they disregarded their own father and upheld the cause of 
the mother at times. It took so long a time for them to scent at what 
w'as going on bebin4 thf} screen and the dark shades. The solem de¬ 
clarations made by them before a Criminal Court of justice have greatly 
affected their mother’s conduct. Fuller details can be gathered from the 
concluding part of this chapter dealing with criminal cases. 


Criminal cases. 


One of the two conspicuous branches of the Pudukota Tondiman 
Chief is the Western Palace Family. The Head of the family, 
which consist of two major sons and two wives, is styled the Western 
Palace Jagbirdar. In 1886 the Jagbirdar appointed a Brahmin IJnder- 
Graduate as Private tutor to his sons and was paying him a monthly 
salary of Es. 25 till February 1888, when he removed him from the ser¬ 
vice for neglect of duty, intriguing habits and unsatisfactory conduct, 
and ordered hiin not to cuter the Western Palace precincts. An order 
of prohibition was also pasted in front of the palace gate. The dismissed 
tutor winning the Jaghirdar's elder son' over to his side continued, under 
pretence of tutoring him, to frequent the habitation of the Jaghirdar’s 
elder wife who yras then with her son in one and the same building, in 
defiance of the order of prohibition. In March 1888, the Jaghirdar enraged 
at the audacious conduct of the tutor encouraged by the elder son, pro¬ 
ceeded one day with the younger son to the palace gate and ordered the 
tutor to be shoved out, when a wordy strife ensued between the J aghir¬ 
dar and his ejder son. This occurrence was cooked up into a criminal 



complaint for hurt by the tutor which was preferred to the District 
Magistrate against the Jaghirdar, his younger son, hia shroff, private 
writer and two sentinels. The elder son was cited as a witness in the 
case. As the District Magistrate wanted then to go out on circuit, the 
complaint was transferred to the file of the Joint Magistrate for disposal. 
The Joint Magistrate tried the case and recorded the oral evidence of a 
witness for the prosecution, contrary to section 65 of the Indian Evidence 
Act No. I of 1872. The witness of course alleged to have read the con« 
tents of a public document (in original) within the meaning of section 74 
of the Act. Such an illegal procedure and the Magistrate’s persistence 
for the personal appearance of the accused parties (the Jaghirdar and his 
younger son) already pormitteil to appear through their agents to plead 
their defarice, were duly communicated to the District Magistrate. He 
refused to withdraw the case from his file. The Chief Court had then 
been closed for midsummer recess and there was no vacation judge ap¬ 
pointed to dispose of emergent cases. Tt was through the intervention 
of the then Political Agent, Mr. Willock, the ease was recalled by the 
District Magistrate. 

The chief points put forward for the Political Agent’s observations 
were these:— 

(1) Who is the complainant and in what capacity did he enter 
the palace precinis ? 

(2) Who are the accused persons and why should they interfere 
with the complainant ? 

(3) What was the intention of the complainant in forcibly enter¬ 
ing the palace gate ? 

(4) At what place did the alleged occurrence take place and to 
whom does the scene of alleged disturbance belong ? 

(5) Does the penal law defend the accused or justify the alleged 
acts of the Jaghirdar (Head of the family) and his sentinels? 

The District or the Senior Magistrate sent word to the Jaghirdar’s 
pleader and agent to make an application to him for the withdrawal of 
the case from the file of the Joint Magistrate. Accordingly an application 
was put in, and the case was taken up, and enquired into and disposed 
of by the District Magistrate. The Jaghirdar and the other accused 
were honorably discharged, and judgment was immediately pronouncedt 


remarked therein that the action of the dismissed tutor (the oom- 
plainant in the case) in having entered the Western Palace in spite of 
the order of prohibition was “ obnoxious to the Jaghirdar. 'No appeal 
■was preferred by the prosecutor and so the Jaghirdar dropped the 
matter. 

When the proc;eedings were in speedy progress, the Dewan-Iiegent 
wrote a demi-official letter to the Jaghirdar’s elder son as well as a yadhast 
in the following manner 

2Dd May 1888. 

My dear sir,—The tutor having been dismissed by your father who 
luul originally appointed him and, on the intimation of the same to me, 
orders having been issued to stop payment, I do not see that he is any 
longer the holder of that office and entitled to entry into the palace in 
that capacity. If he enters, it is at his own risk. I cannot at present 
pass him his salary, as requested in your No. 18 dated 30th April 1888. 

I do not in this place touch upon his right to enter the apartments 
occupied by you as a friend of yours. 

Rend your yadhast No. 20. In the main there is no objection to 
each one exercising the due right. You are not a minor now. You are 
living separately and independently of your father's protection. While 
so, I do not think there is any objection to your doing what is reason¬ 
able just as your father does inheriting the rights and privileges due to 
himself. 

Yours sincerely 
(Signed) A. Sashiah Sastri. 

It may not bo out of place to mention that the Dewan-Regent had 
also posted Police Constables to the Jaghirdar’s disgrace, dishonor and 
annoyance in the interior of the Western Palace under the pretence of 
protecting the Jaghirdar’s elder son who communicated to him that he 
was expecting danger at his lather’s hands. Puller information can be 
gathered from the following comraunic^ftions :— 

To His Excellency the Right Honorable 

The Governor-General and Viceroy 

Calcutta. 

The humble memorial of Rathakristna Toudiman Sahib, 
Western Palace Jaghirdar, Pudukota State. 

My Lord,—With due deference and submission, I beg to bring to 
your Lordship’s kind notice that I am the Jaghirdar and Head of the 



Western Palace Family, a branch of the Tondiman Rulers of the Pudu- 
kota State. 

2. Ill March 1888, I dismissed the private tutor to my minor sons, 
one Krishnasami Aiyar, for gross misconduct and neglect of duty and 
ordered the sentinels of my palace not to allow him inside my zenanas 
where my sons generally lived. The fact was duly communicated to the 
Dewan-Regent who ordered the Steward of my Palace, who was, under 
the then arrangements, subject to his direct authority and control, to 
stop the tutor’s pay at once. 

3. My elder son, illadvised and instigated by some bad men, volun¬ 
teered himself on behalf of the dismissed tutor and offered insult on 
several occasions to the sentinels when they prohibited the tutor at the 
out gate from entering my Palace. 

4. Nothing of any serious nature occurred except wordy strife on 
one occasion. Immediately my elder son repaired to the Dewan-Re¬ 
gent s quarters, accompanied by the tutor in question. Heaven knows 
what happened there. My younger son lost no time to call on the 
Dewan-Regent and represent what had taken place in truth. 

5. In the afternoon of the day on which such ah incident occurred, 
I found to my surprise, sorrow and annoyance. Police Constables posted 
within my Palace and at the Palace Gate. They remained for nearly two 
months, which impaired my dignity and lowered me in the eyes of the 
townsfolk and my Kith and Kin. 

6. The dismissed tutor was at the same time set np to lodge a 
criminal complaint before the District Magi.strate of Pndukota, accusing 
me, my second son, my writer, my shroff and two of my sentinels, of the 
offence of assault. I beg to submit the case was discharged, and my 
right of interference and that of the sentinels were fully established in 
respect of the tutor’s forced entry in defiance of my legal order of pro¬ 
hibition. 

7. I beg to submit that when the Constables were ordered into my 
Palace, I was not on good terms with the Dewan-Regent who oven now 
harbours feelings of bitter animosity for my having carried well-founded 
hitter complaints against him to the higher authorities. The Dewan-Regent 
is always on the look out to harm my reputation and jeopardize my 
interests and annoy my feelings. There are records and instances to 



vorify my allegation. In fact, lie possessed no power to interfere in 
niy domestic and private matters and post Constables within my Palacei 

especially after the Decision of the Government of India, dated the 17th 
September 1886, No. 3355, which runs thus r—T 

“Para 4. From this office letter, No. 3354—I, dated the 17th 
September 1886, regarding the administration of the Pudukota State 
during the Rajah’s minority, it will be observed that special reference 
has been made to the duty of the Political Agent Carefully to look after 
the interests of the Chiefs family. These instructions will, ft is hoped, 

ensure their being treated with due respect and consideration.' 

8. In due time I wrote to the Head Quarteirs InspeotOr of Police, 
the Superintendent of Police, the District Magistrate of Pudukota and the 
Dewan-Regeiit, asking them to let me know what had led to the posting 
of Police Constables within my Palace, without the least information to 
me—the Head of the Family consisting of two sons and two ladies. The 
Head Quarters Inspector was silent, as will appear from the following 
letters:— 

No- 11. 28th April 1888. 

To M. B. By. Eathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 19tli instant, I have the 
honor to inform you that the Constables in question were posted under 
instructions of the District Magistrate and 1 have pointed out to the 
Head Quarters Inspector your letter should have been answered or re¬ 
ferred to me; 

(Signed) J. B. Boyd, 

Suptt. of Police. 

No. 23. 24th July 1888. 

To M. R. By. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

eStern Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
yesterday’s date. 

In reference to ihe posting of Constables, 1 beg to refer you to the 
District Magistrate for any farther information you desire. 

(Signed) J. B. Boyd, 

Supftt. of Police. 


^fUlSTffy. 
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31st July 1888. 

To M. R. Ry. Ratliakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir reference to letter of 28th instant, I have the honor to 

inform that the desired inforination cannot be furnished. 

(Signed) J, E. Boyd, 

Suptt. of Police. 

9. The District Magistrate has, in his turn, simply referred me to 
the Dewan-Regent. Here is a true translation of the Magistrate’s yadast 
addressed to me on the subject:— 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

No. 110. Read your yadast dated 28th July of the current year. 
The proceedings therein alluded to were taken under instructions 
from the Dewan-Regent and this is communicated for information. 

1—8“~'88 ) (Signed) A. Vencat Row, 

District Magistrate’s Court. J District Magistrate. 

To M. R. Ry. Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

No. 125. Read your yadast dated the 16th Instant 
You are requested to refer to the Dewan-Regent for the information 
therein called for. 

20—8—88. 1 (Signed^ 

District Magistrate’s Court. J 


A. Vencat Row, 
District Magistrate. 


10. I humbly beg to submit that I have not yet received any infor¬ 
mation from the Dewan-Regent, although nearly two years have expired 
since the date of correspondence with him on this subject. But on my 
complaining against his silence or indiflPerence to answer me, the Politi¬ 
cal Agent, instead of instructing him to furnish me with the information 
I required, interceded on his behalf and took upon himself the responsi¬ 
bility of echoing the Dewan-Regent’s reply in the following terms:— 

10th July 1889, 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 47 dated 13—6—89, I have 
the honor to inform you that I learn from the Dewan-RegenPs letter 
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No* 286 dated 7—7—89 that the measure complained of was taken for 
the protection of your elder son and was necessary. I therefore see no 
reason to interfere. 

/^Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

11. I twice applied to the Political Agent to grant me a copy of 
the Dewan-Regent’s letter and that of any communication made by my 
elder son to the Dewan-Regent. The Political Agent declined to furnish 
me with these copies. His replies are hereunder transcribed:— 

22nd July 1889. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,--With reference to your letter No. 2 dated the 13th instant, 
I have the honor to inform you that 1 decline to have any further corres¬ 
pondence on the subject therein referred to. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

1st August 1889. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No, 5 of the 25th ultimo, I have 
the honor to inform you that I see no reason to give copies of any of the 
letters therein mentioiied. 

(Signed) aw. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

12. As the Political Agent declined to grant me copies, I requested 
him in ray letters dated respectively 22nd August and 30th September 
-1889 to intimate to me what necessity had arisen for my elder son to 
seek protection at the hands of the Dewan-Iiegent, or what evil or 
danger was impending on him or what sort of catastrophe was likely to be¬ 
fall him or what was thereto endanger his life and from what quarter or 
quarters was any such mischief expected by him. Here is the Political 
Agent’s reply declining to have any further correspondence on the subject 

No. 487. Political Agent’s Office, 

Trichinopoly, 17th September 1889. 
To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No* 16 of the 30th ultimo, 
enclosing copy of your Jotter No. 12 dated 22nd idem, I have the honor 



to inform you that I must decline to have any further correspondence 
on the subject of your complaint of posting constables in your house. 

(Signed) A. Krishmswamaiyar, 

For Political Agent- 

13. On the 24th September last, I petitioned the Goverbment of 
Port Saint George on the subject soliciting that, as I was entirely in the 
dark as to what had induced the Dowan-Regent to order the posting of 
constables without the least information being given me, the Government 
be pleased to order me the copies required or furnish me with the infor¬ 
mation sought at the hands of the Political Agent. The G. 0. dated 
25th November 1889 No. 612 ran thus: — 

The Petitioner will be informed that Government have received a 
report on the Petitioner’s petition from the Political Agent and decline 
to comply with his request. 

(Signed) W. Meyer, 

Assist. Secretary. 

14. The legal or judicial redress of this outrage on my honor and 
respectability depends upon the question (as shown below) whether tho 
Police Constables were permitted to enter my Palace and remain within 
it night and day, with the intention of committing some oifence, or of 
intimidating, insulting or annoying me and my people. The coloured 
picture presented to the Dewan-Regent by a self-willed and undutiful 
son against his father was taken advantage of by the Dewan-Regent 
whoso spite and animus towards me are unreasonably studied and persis¬ 
tent and who con verted the opportunity into a deadly weapon to taunt me, 
to disgrace me, to outrage my honor and respectability and to lower me 
in the eyes of my Kith and Kin and the subjects of the State by ordering 
Police Watch within my PalaceOompound for a period of two months, 
as if I were a felon or an assassin, a thief, or a burglar, without giving 
me (Head and Guardian of the Family) the least information of it either 
previously or subsequently and taking my say thereon. Does this not 
strike your Lordship as a gross and scandalous insult gratuitously offered 
to me by my declared enemy—the Dewan-Regent ? He has abused the 
powers conferred on him and stung me to the quick to satisfy his anta¬ 
gonistic spirit, contrary to the Decision of the Government of India dated 
the I7th September 1886, which announces that special reference has 
been made to the duty of the Political Agent carefully to look after the 
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interests of the Chiefs family,” which is deeply groaning under the pre¬ 
sent oppressive administration. In the names of the sacred British 
Justice, Traditions, Equity and Honor, I humbly crave therefore your 
Lordship will be pleased to condescend to take serious notice of the De- 
wan^Regenf 8 arttion alleged to have been based on one-sided view of a 
vile comifumication from my foolish and undulifnl son and to order at 
the same time the grant of copies mentioned above (especially of my 
elder son’s yadhast to the Dewan-Regent) and furnish me with all the 
necessary information I stand in need of in this matter that has greatly 
affected my position, dignity, honor and high birth. 


Pudukota. 


H890 




(Signed) Ratbakristna Tondiinan Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

LEGAL OPINION. 


The action of the constable who is said to have prevented the 
Jaghirdar’s Barghiry (military officer) from going to the Jaghirdar’s 
Shroff on basiness, in so doing, was I think illegal and wrongful. So 
far as my instructions show, there was nothing to justify such inter¬ 
ference with the Barghiry’s right of personal liberty, and if so, the cons¬ 
table was guilty of the offence of wrongful restraint under section 33t) 
Penal Code; and if he so acted by the orders of the Dewan-Regent, the 
Dewan-Rogent would be liable for abetment bf the same offence. A 
civil action for damages would also lie against the Constable for false 
imprisonment or wrongful interference with personal liberty; and, if he 
acted at the instance of the Dewan-Regent, the Dewan-Regent would 
also bo liable to a similar action, for he who instigates another to commit 
an actionable wrong, or procures the commission of such wrong through 
another, is himself also a wrong doer, and may be sued either alone, or 
jointly with the agent whom he has so employed, for the wrong done. 
(Plunkett v; Gilmore Fartesoue 211. Coxe v. Smith 1 Lev. Ill'; Fitz 
John V. Mackinder. U. 0. B., N. S. .516 ; 30 Law journal C. P. 257, 
Luunley v. Gye 2 Em. 8 and Bl. 219| Bowen and Hall L. R, 6. Q. B. D. 
333. Com. Dig. Act. upon the case, A). 

The entry of the Constables into the Jaghirdar’s palace and their 
remaining there, without his leave or license, was also, in my opinion, 
wrongful, being a trespass, and as such rendering them liable to a suit 
for damages. And any person who procured or instigated them to do 
this, would bo similarly liable. Whether the Constables are liable for 



criminal trespass depends upon the t|xiestion whether they entered the 
palace or after entry remained thero with the intontion of committing 
some offence, or of intimidating, insulting or annoying the Jaghirdar or 
his people. As regards the Constable who obstructed the Barghiry, he 
certainly appears to me to have been guilty of criminal trespass, because 
when he committed the offence of wrongful restraint, with whatever 
intention he may have entered the building, he must have remained in 
it for the purpose of committing the wrongful restraint, for without so 
remaining at the moment when he was about to commit the wrongful 
restraint, ho could not have committed it. As regards the other Constu- 
hies, my mstructions do not enable me to say wdth what object they 
entered or imiained in the palace, nor, therefore, to say whether they 
were guilty of criminal trespass or not. For the same reason I am un¬ 
able to give an opinion whether the Dewan-Eegenfc is liable criminally 
in respect of this entry. 

The period of limitation for suits for false imprisonment or for any 
other injury to the person is one year from the date when the imprison¬ 
ment ends or the other injury was committed, (act 15 of 1877, Schedule 
2. articles 19,22.) B\)r a suit for trespass on iminovable propert}'^ the 
period is 3 years Iroin the date of trespass (Act 15 of 1877, Schedule 2. 
Article 39. 

K-B-MioWI. ' 

The order of the Government of India communicated to the Jaghir¬ 
dar through the Political Agent for Pudukota 

The Government of India has declined to interfere in the matlor of 
your petition complaining of the Dewau-Rogent’s action in posting 
police constables in your house. 

No justice I No fair justice II No unsullied justice !!! even at the 
fountain of justice whence laws and regulations are passed for adminis¬ 
tration of undefiled justice throughout the length and breadth of the Indian 
Peninsula I!!! What more can be addtxl I 

The Jaghirdar’s elder son after the termination of the aforesaid case 
remained quiet for some time. But the younger son took up his part 
and began to behave most contemptuously towards the father by support¬ 
ing the tutor under the instigation of his mother—“the Jaglnrdar’s 1st 
wife. 


The Jaghirdar^s second son once quitting the father's side joined bis 
mother’s and was frequenting her residence. He was allowed to live in 
the upper story of the W'estern Bungalow situated within the Western 
Palace compound. His father was living downstairs, the Main Palace 
Building being under repair. One day the second son went to his niothePs 
quarters and remained there. While so remaining, he ordered one of 
his servants to bring to him his record-box. It was accordingly hiken 
to him. But then one of the menial servants of the second son was ins¬ 
tigated by him to prefer a false complaint of robbery and hurt against 
the six of the Jaghirdar’s menial servants as if they had assaulted his 
(second soifs) servant while carrying the box down from the upper stairs 
and snatclied its contents which were copies of communications both to 
the Political Agent and the Dewan-Regent. The acting Town Sub- 
Magistrate who received the complaint conducted the necessary enquiries 
and discharged all the accuseds under section 209 C. P. 0. 

On the same day of the alleged occurrence of robbery another case 
was got up against the Jaghirdar and his four servants. Under the ins¬ 
tigation of the Jaghirdar’s second son, his horsekeeper came forward as 
prosecutor. He deposed that according to the orders of his master, he had 
repaiired todroi^ into the compound of the Jaghirdar’s temporary residence 
the opened empty box referred to in the previous case, but all on a sudden 
he had been caught by the order of the Jaghirdar, tied to a post and 
bealen black and blue. Hence charges under Sections *123, 342, 114 I. 
P. Ch were formulated against all of them. But with the exception of 
the Jaglnrdar all the other accuseds were fined for the offences of hurt 
and wrongful confinement. To satisfy his ungrounded ill-feelings, the 
Jaghirdar’s second son wanted to admit into bis mother’s residence a man 
of no high character or reputation but withal a favourite of his. The 
Jaghirdar’s sentinels prevented the man from going through the main 
palace gate. Consequently his patron’s servants broke the lock fixed to 
a private gate intended for occasional use and the way was soon cleared. 
The man went through the way and saw his master who remained within 
the residence of his mother. Enraged at this action of the servants, the 
Jaghirdar gave permission to the Head of the main palace gate watchmen 
to put in a complaint for the offences of 426 and 447 1. P. C. With the 
remark that the action of the accused was not of a guilty nature, the 
Town Sub-Magistrate dismissed the complaint without any enquiry. On 
appeal the District Magistrate upheld the order of the lower Magistrate. 
The Court of Revision observed that the Town Sub-Magistrate should 



have issued summons or warrants to the aecusod, recorded their defence 
and then disposed of the case. All the accuseds were left scot-free. Close 
to the brink of a well in front of the Jaghirdar’s 1st wife’s residence, a 
certain servant of the second son happened to clean the silver vessels. 
Another servant of his wont to get them, when a servant ofthe Jaghirdar 
and two of the Jaghirdar’s elder son, it was alleged, had assaulted him. 

A case of hurt was concocted and preferred to the Town Sub-Magistrate. 
The alleged scene of crime was inspected. The witnesses for the prose¬ 
cution were examined. The accused pleaded not guilty. The Magistrate 
finding material discrepancies in the statements of the complainant dis¬ 
charged the accused under section 253 0. P. C. 

It will thus be seen that the Jaghirdar suffered no little distress at 
the hands of both of bis sons and his 1st wife. By tnrns each became 
most impertinent and turbulent, and mischievous. The Jaghirdar was 
caught between the wheels of oppression and tyranny. The Dewan- 
Regent also adopted such stringent measures as would tend to lower the 
Jaghirdar in the estimation of the world. Some time after, the two sons " 
of the Jaghirdar abandoned their mother and joined the father. Regard¬ 
less of this combination and unanimity, the Jaghirdar’s 1st wife conti¬ 
nued to protect and support the said Brahmin tutor by all means. 
Matters grew from bad to worse. Two criminal cases were got up—one 
by the tutor against the Jaghirdar and his two sons and two servan^, 
and the other by the Jaghirdar himself, inasmuch as the younger spn’s 
complaint for prosecuting the tutor for Lurking House Trespass^ by 
night into his mother’s residence was rejected by the Joint Magistratje to 
w^hom the trespasser caught at midnight was delivered. The scraps 
extracted from the Southern Star (Tanjore Journal) dated 18th October 
1890 will give below a summary of the cases:— ■ 

Since the date of the District Magistrate’s decision^ the complain ant 
has not been witnessed to enter the palace premises, though he has been 
managing the affairs of the Jaghirdar’s elder wife and writing cor res¬ 
pondences for her. And yet the Jaghirdar suspected the fidelity oPhis 
wife and expressed the same to his two sons. She has been and is gitill 
living in a separate residence within the palace compound walls. Her 
regjidence has been provided with a separate entrance under the orders of 
the Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett. She is given a separate allowance. 
She is thus made to live away from her husband. When a question was 
raised as to the opening of the entrance, the Jaghirdar was informed by 
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the Political Agent that his position and rights as hnsband have not been 
interfered ^vith and that he was to get a list of her household servants 
and that if he wished be could forbid her going to any place without his 
consent. Such being the case, the Brahmin tutor was alleged to have 
ti'espasaed into the residence of the Jaghirdar’s elder wife on the nights 
of the 10th and the lltli August kist when he was caught and produced on 
the first occasion before the Police and on the second occasion before the 
Joint Magistrate. On the night of the 10th August at about 10 o’clock 
information was sent to the Jaghirdar by the elder son that the tutor had 
got into his mother’s building through the newly opened gate after a 
drive along with her in her carriage, and that it really afilicted and annoyed 
him to the highest degree. The. younger son was also informed of it. 
The three stepped unawiu'es into her building with certain servants and 
caught the brahmin tutor while he was conferring with the lady in the inner¬ 
most part of her zenana. Immediate information was given to the Police. 
The apprehended was sent in charge of Constable No. 203. One of the 
Jaghirdar’s men gave a written statement, accnsing the trespasser of 
the offence of house trespass by night notwithstanding the order of pro¬ 
hibition, which was highly annoying and mortifying to the whole family. 
Some of the witnessCvS deposed to the same fact. The accused pleaded 
not guilty and stated before the Police that while he was talking to the 
Jaghirdar’s wife in a place outside the towm where he happened to meet 
her during her drive in a new carriage intended for purchase and whither 
lie bad proceeded to answer the calls of nature, the Jaghirdar’s two sons 
appeared all of a sudden on the spot in a conveyance, one of whom (the 
younger son) got down, whipped him (accused) and took him in the same 
plineton by force with the assistance of his (younger son’s) two servants 
anti brought him into the palace, showed him to the father and confined 
him in the zenana of the elder wife and then handed him over to the 
Police. On the next day of the alleged occurrence, the Brahmin accused 
put in a complaint under sections 365, 368, 342, 323, 346, 193 and 211 
I.: P. G. to the Town Sub-Magistrate against the Jaghirdar and his two 
sons and two servants of the younger son. As the Jaghirdar is the 
declared enemy of the Sub-Magistrate against whom he made bitter com¬ 
plaints while he was doing duty uAder him as his household manager, 
the complainants sworn statement; was taken down and submitted to 
the District Magistrate with the complaint with the request that he was not 
disposed to keep it in his file. The District Magistrate transferred the case 
tothe file of the Joint Magistrate. Summonses were served on the accused 
persons. The request of the Jaghirdar and his sons to appear through an 
Agent was not granted. Consequently all appeared and bound themselves 
by muchilikas to attend the Court when required or at the specified time. 





^witnesses for the prosecution were speedily exanuned. The objections that. 
no charges under sections 193 and 2111. P. C. could be entertainod, except 
with the previous sanction of a Cpurt as prescribed in section 195 of C. P* 
C.aiid that while the premature case of bouse trespass was pending police 
investigation it was not just and equitable to proceed on a counter-complaint 
preferred by the trespasser to exonerate himself from the offence, were 
overlooked by the Joint Magistrate on the score that the legal objection 
was not put forward before the coinmenceineut of enquiry. An applica¬ 
tion under section 526 A for postponing the case pending a motjioa to 
the Chief Court was similarly dealt with by the same Magistrate. Such 
a procedure is much annoying and is much to be regretted. Seeing the 
Magistrate’s obvious attitude, the police submitted a referred charge 
sheet to the same authority after the expiry of a week. Efforts pn the 
part of the prominent accused members of the Rajah’s family to obtain 
in the Chief Court justice or orders under section 526 0. CvP^ fpr trans¬ 
fer failed. The same Magistrate was deputed to examine the remaining 
witnesses and send up the case to the Sessions without entering into its 
merits. Indeed it was good luck that the parties acctised were ordered 
to furnish securities Yesterday the case was committed to the Sessions 
and the accused all are on bail. More in my next. 

Pudukota, 24th September 1890, 

Pndukota Patriot. 

[Note.—Since the above was in type we are glad to learn from our corres¬ 
pondent the following additional particulars of this curious caseThe Sessions 
Judge Mr. Annamalai Pillai reduced the various charges 
Simple Hurt and to two simple and compoundable ones and gave the corn- 
wrongful confinement, plainant Krishnasamy Iyer the option of withdrawing his 
complaint. Krishnasamy Iyer, now prudently enough, 
withdrew his complaint. That is the finale of the Session's trial and the Sessions 
Judge deserves credit for this happy end. The counter-complaint preferred by 
the Jaghirdar is, we learn, unnecessarily delayed investigation. This is neither 
just nor legal in our opinion. That an educated young man, such as Krishnasa¬ 
my Ayer appears to be, should figure and fare so badly at Pudukota is extremely 
regrettable. As for the Jaghirdar, why not that gentleman effect his jndicial 
separation from his wife which we trust will effectually put a stop to the present 
Western Palace scandals and go a great way in preserving the honor and dignity 
of the House of the Tondimans of Pudukota.—Ed. S. 8.] 

As shown above, the criminal case against the Western Palace 
Jaghirdar, his two sons and two servants of the younger son, was with¬ 
drawn at the Sessions by the complainant, Kristnasamien, the late private 
tutor to the Jaghirdar’s sons. It relates to what occurred on the night 
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of the 10th August last. It v/ia for that the tutor wanted to take the 
perpetrators to task. Alas 1 it was highly jainentablt tuat Kristnasarnien 
who put in a complaint before the Town Sub-Magistrate on the 11th 
August and gave his deposition on oath the very dav should have got 
over the closed gates of the Western Palace Stables in disguise at dead 
night of that day and entercnl the residence of the- Jaghirdar's 1st wife 
through the doorway in the privy, notwithstanding his allegation (of 
course on oath) to the effect that he had not been itv tbs habit of <mina 
itito the palace precincts for the last two years and was doing duty in the 
capacity of Manager to the Jaghirdar’s 1st wife only from outside. On 
the night of 11th August one of the .sentinels at the out-gate of the West¬ 
ern Palace, while sitting on the adjoining pial chewing betel-nut observed 
tWo females passing northwards through the public street and when he 
came outside to the verandah for spitting out what he had been chewing, 
he found the two persons standing contiguous to the newly opened en¬ 
trance to the residence of the first wife. It was alleged by the sentinel 
in his sworn statement that after a while one of the two individuals had 
got in through the entrance in question and the other was seen to get 
over the stable gate which was visible in the light of the lantern close to 
it. The sentinel walked on with all possible haste along the compound 
ivall, jumped over the gate, stepped through the narrow passage in the 
stables, and on nearing the privy doorway, found the tutor tying the 
dark blue blanket round his waist and going into the privy. It was 
at /that time the sentinel clearly recognised the tutor who was wear¬ 
ing a white cloth round the waist with the blanket that hung about 
his (tutor’s) person from top to toe. l! was further stated that the watch¬ 
man got clue from one of the maid servants of the Jaghirdar's first wife 
-who had expressed to him her (servant’s) astonishment at the message 
sent to the tutor for his going in even after the most disgraceful 
occurrence of the previous night. Information was carried to the Jag- 
hirdar. His younger son also was informed of the circumstance. The 
informant—the sentinel-retraced his ^steps, hurried to the gate of the 
stables and stood there, until he heard that the tutor was caught inside. 
Meanwhile the Jaghirdar’s younger son hastened to the back yard of his 
mother’s residence in company with two or three servants, jumped over 
the wall, forcibly opened the back door and got in. Ahl what was his 
surprise! In an apartment in which a lamp was faintly burning he saw 
his mother (the Jaghirdar’s 1st wife) and the tutor whom he seized at 
once in the court yard when bis (younger son’s) mother tried her best 
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to get the tutor out of the gmsp, but two of the servants that went along 
with the younger son helped him and so the lady cleared off. The Joint 
Magistrate and the tow^n Police Inspector were immediately requested to 
go to the scene of crime. First came in the Joint Magistrate and then 
the Police Inspector. The Jaghirdar handed over the trespasser under 
arrest to the Magistrate and asked him to take due course. At the re¬ 
quest of the Magistrate, the Jaghirdar's younger son gave his statement 
on oath, at about one O'clock in the night. He deposed to what had 
occurred and what he had seen with his own eyes. Two or three witness¬ 
es for the prosooution were also examined on oath and the accused was 
allowed the opportunity of cross-examining them. The sworn statement 
of the Jaghirdar’s 1st wife was also recorded. She alleged that on the night 
of the occurrence, while sleeping in the western portion of her residence 
she heard some noise and the walking in of persons. Cries of appah ■’ 
“ayah'' fell on her ears. She went and saw Kristnasamien who had 
been brought in was blowed and beaten. She wondered and even expos¬ 
tulated why he should so unjustly be beaten. She was shoved out. Prior to 
this, she had received a .scratch with the scissors which the younger son had 
in the hand. The accused Kristnasamien, when enquired by the Magistrate, 
at about one o’cdock that night, stated that, while easing himself at about 
11 p.M.in the backyard of his aunt’s house close to the girls’ school building 
in the towui, he was caught by one KajaMohiden (an accused in the case 
of the 10th night) and by the Prosecution witnesses Nos. 2 and 3'(watch¬ 
men) M'ho had given evidence touching the occurrence of the 11th night 
and that he was conveyed to the scene of action. On the way one kept 
his month closed. When he asked tor permission to wash the stooling 
part on nearing a tank in the heart of the town of Pudukota, a bit of his 
waist cloth was torn and the part was rubbed by the carriers. The hair 
of his head was scissored on the alleged spot of crime. In direct opposi¬ 
tion to the facts elicited from enquiry, the Joint Magistrate recorded in his 
diary that the accused had gone into the residence of the Jaghirdar’s 
first wife in compliance witli her cull and that the door might have been 
kept open in expectation of his arrival and that the charge of housebreak¬ 
ing was falsely made out against him. It was also expressed by tho 
Magistrate that, as the accused was caught in the courtyard, he could 
not have committed an offence nor w^as it established that he had been 
seized in the commission of an offence. A blnnket lay .spread on the floor 
which was shewn to the Magistrate. As to the query on this point, the 
acensed said thatit had been spread immediately after his apprehension, 
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'whereas witnesses on the side ofthe prosecution contradicted his allegation 
and asserted that the blanket had already been kept spread. The Magistrate 
threw discredit on the evidence on the score that the I>ed that lay spread 
close to the alleged scene of action could have been availed of, if any one 
had wished to take bed. In the Magistrate’s diary, it was found that if 
any one entered a building at the request of the occupant, it would not 
amount to house trespass. The Magistrate further proceeded to remark 
that the lady was allowed a separate building and that the accused Krist- 
nasamien was declared to be her Agent and so he could have gone in 
obedience to her request. As declared by the Magistrate, the plea urged 
by the acicused to the effect that he had been carried by force into the resi¬ 
dence of the Jaghirdar’s 1st wife was not at all believed. In considera¬ 
tion of the nature of the offence, it was remarked by the Magistrate that 
it was not advisable that, without a formal complaint, any action could be 
taken in the matter, and the accused was therefore acquitted. In fine, it 
is necessary to observe that the views of the Joint Magistrate were in¬ 
deed preposterous inasmuch as the allegation of the 1st wife went to 
show that the accused was brought in by force. The accused also put 
the same as his defence. While so, how could the opinion of the Joint 
Magistrate that the accused had gone into the residence of the 1st wife at 
her instance, be reconciled with the plea of the accused, especially when 
she (the occupant of the house) denied the fact. The Joint Magistrate 
observed that since the accused had been caught while standing in 
the court yard, there was nothing on the part of the accused to bring to 
light the commission of an offence. But it was probable and possible for 
the offender to have moved to the courtyard close by the scene of offence 
where the blanket had been spread, immediately on hearing the opening 
of the doors. Moreover the legal presumption is that ‘‘ if a man is found 
in the middle of the night in another’s house, this of itself is ample evi¬ 
dence to convict him not merely of house-breaking by night, but of 
doing so with intent to commit theft. On the other hand, independent 
circumstances might load to the conclusion that his object was to commit 
adultery, or even murder.” In the Jase of the accused in question the 
criminal intention was quite obvious from his previous antecedental 
character. *So it was unnecessary to adduce independent evidence differ¬ 
ent from that which made out the substantive offence. Much more it 
was astonishing that the Joint Magistrate required a formal complaint 
when he found the trespasser guilty of no offence under the circumstances 
narrated on the prosecution side. It is noted below section 199, Or. P. 0. 
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that the coosent of the husband is immaterial to a prosecution for house** 
trespass with intent to commit adultery. Of course a prosecution for 
adulterj can only be instituted by the husband or the guardian under 
section 199, Cr. C. P. But did it strike the Magistrate that the tres¬ 
passer’s action fell under section 497 I. P. 0. (adulteryj. Why then 
did the Magistrate require a formal complaint? When the Jaghirdar 
presented a complaint and stated facts on oath so as to constitute the 
offence of H. B. under section 457. I. P. C. with intent to commit an 
obnoxioas offence, why did the Magistrate arrest the accused tutor in 
open court on the 23rd September and let him on bail for a sum of Rs. 
500, which he did after the lapse of 38 days from the date of com¬ 
plaint, (I7th August ’90). 

The Jaghirdar’s case was, on an application for transfer under 
section 526. Cr. P. C., ordered to the file of the District Magistrate who 
made enquires and punished the accused with one month’s simple impri¬ 
sonment and a fine of Rs. 30 for the charge under section 457 
I. P. C. The prisoner presented an apjjeal to the Sessions. Both sides 
were heard. With certain remarks, the sentence of the District Magis¬ 
trate was confirmed. The Sessions Judge, Mr. T. Sundrappaiyer, remark¬ 
ed that so long the accused’s entry mto the Western Palace was prohibit¬ 
ed by the Jaghirdar and as the District Magistrate had observed that the 
Jaghirdar’s order of prohibition was tenable and allowed by law, the 
accused sliould not have gone into the Western Palace premised. The 
Revision Bench dismissed the application of the prisoner with vague and 
undeserving remarks. Though the Jaghirdar invoked the timely.aid of 
the Political Agent, he was obliged to undergo all troubles caused by the 
Local Criminal Courts. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Complaints against the Political Agent, Mr, G. W, Fawcett. 

During his tenure of office Mr. G. W. Fawcett,^ the Political Agent 
toi I nclukota,’ was misled by the Dewan-Regent, Tho Political Agent 
was hasty in all his actions. Such a conduct of business almost denied 
fair justice to aggrieved parties especially the Western Palace Jaghirdar. 
Mr. Fawcett encroached ranch upon tho Jaghirdar’s domestic rights. 
Hence the Jaghirdar was driven to the painful necessity of carrying 
bitter complaints to the Government of India which in its Proceedings of 
the 17th September 1886 conferred special right of interference upon the 
Political Agent in matters connected with the members of the Chief’s 
family during his minority. The special complaint of the Jaghirdar 
proving the abnse of the special powers entrusted to Mr. Fawcett produced 
no effect and jiiaced no restriction upon him. The memorial containing 
the specific complaints of the Jaghirdar ran as follows:— 

To His Excellency The Right Hon’ble Lord Lansdowne G.C.S.I., 

Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 

My Lord, 

l, the Western Palace Jaghirdar and Cousin to His Highness the 
late Rajah of Pndnkota, Native State, beg your Lordship’s pennis.sion to 
submit the following for your Lordship’s deep and kind consideration:— 

1. After the demise of the late Rajah of the State in April 1886, I 
once complained to your Lordship against the Dewan-Hegent’s undue 
interference in iny private and domestic matters, which elicited from 
the Government of India an Order dated the 17th September 1886, 
No. 3855, Political, in which it has been observed that “ the Government of 
Madras have issued orders which will to some extent tend to relax the 
unnecessarily strict supervision which the Dewau has hitherto maintained 
over the Jaghirdar's household”, and that, during the Rajah’s minority, 
“special reference has been made 'to the duty of the Political Agent 
<.»refnlly to look after the interests of the Chief’s family. These instruc¬ 
tions will, it is hoped, ensure their being treated with due respect and 
consideration.” 

2. Conscious of the Dewan-Regent’s unfair actions and total dis¬ 
regard to my reasonable requests, W. A. Willock Esq. who was the 
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^tieal Agent for Pudukota till January 1889, opened correapondenoe 
with the Government of Port'Saint George entirely with the view of 
redressing my real grievances and putting an end to constant disputes with 
the Dewaa-Regent, and eventually submitted on the 6th November 1888 
a long report to Government recommending the abolition of the schedule 
arrangements by w'hich the Dow'an-Regent was exercising full control 
and supervision over the expenditure of my annual pension ot Rs. 15,000 
(Fifteen thousand) granted in lien of the resumed Western Palace Jaghir. 
When the DeWan-Regeut posse3se<.l the power of supervision, he left no 
stone unturned to ruin me, to starve me, to disgrace mo and to annoy me 
in every way possible. 

3. In the Order of the 11th December 1888, the Government of 

Madras approved of the fair and judicious proposals embodied in 
Mr. Willock’s letter dated 6th November 1888 and also remarked that 
“ the Madras Government aiid the family of the pensioner concerned are 
nmoh indebted to him for an arrangement which promises to be satisfac¬ 
tory and to put an end to the constant disputes and bitterness, as also the 
waste of the time of Government and its officers involved by the schedule 
arrangement”. * 

4. Indeed it would require volumes after volumes to note down the 
world of trouble and mconvenience I had suffered at the hands of the 
Dewan-Regeut when he, under the pretence of promoting the interests of 
the members of the Western Palace Family, held the reins of manage¬ 
ment over the expenditure of the Western Palace Pension. 

5. As the destinies of the member.s of the Rajah’s family have been 
placed directly in the hands of the Political Agent of Pudukota since 
1886, 1 have not much to cUmplain against the Dewan-Regeut whose in¬ 
fluence is so great with the Political Agent, as will be pointed below, 
that be rarely does anything in the interests of justice and fair play with¬ 
out the consent of the Dewan-Regeut. If the Political Agent happens to 
issue an order against the Dewan-Rcgent’s wish which is a matter of 
very rare occurrence, it is not even carried into effect under some paltry 
and trivial excuse.? which would not stand for strong reasons in political 
matters when the interests of the high-bred and noble persons are highly 
suffering. But the Political Agent’s orders echoing or confirming the 
views expressed by the Dewan-Regeut are promptly executed. 

6. The present political Agent, Mr. G. W. Fawcett, has, I deeply 
regret to mention, fallen a dupe to the stroke of the Dewan-Regent’s pen. 
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.6 is beguiled by the intrigues practiced by the Dewan-Regent whom the 
Government of Fort Saint George vainly considers to be worthy of his exalt¬ 
ed position. His gross errors of policy and deceptive correspondences stand 
as proofs of my allegation. How indifferentis the Political officer in dealing 
out justice or affording relief to aggrieved partiesHI Scarcely he devotes 
his attention to study the real grievances represented to him. Whatever 
he scribbles on glancing over certain parts or prayers of a petition, goes 
for a reply. He takes no pains to sift and weigh matters. Once I wrote 
to Mr. G. W. Fawcett asking him to direct the Dewan-Regent to pay 
me the sum of Rs. 15 which formed a subject of dispute with/ the Dewan- 
Regent. The Political Agent’s reply dated 31st May 1889, No. 257, was 
as follows: — 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter No. 43 dated the 23rd instant 
regarding the division of the surplus of money-pension, I have the honor 
to state that I see no reason to interfere. The matter has gone up to 
Government and been settled and I shall not reopen it. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

' Political Agent. 

In reply to the above, 1 wrote to say that the matter was one to be 
decided by the Political Agent and that there was nothing in any order 
of Government to preclude his iutorfereiice. Further I pointed out that 
Mr. Willock’s letter embodied in the G. 0. of the llth December 1888 
purports that ^‘the existing surplus should be divided in shares propor¬ 
tionate to the above (shares) after the provisions of a few necessary 
articles to place the two sons and wives on an equal footing.” Unfor¬ 
tunately it had escaped Mr. Fawcett’s attention that any diiference or 
dispute in distributing the surplus money should be looked into and 
settled by him. The Political Agent sent me the following reply under 
date, 10th July 1889:— 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

—With reference to your letter No. 48 of the 19th J line last 
complaining of the distribution of the surplus of the Western Palace 
Pension, I have the honor to inform you that I have already passed 
orders on your letter No. 43 dated 28-5-89, and the matter having gone 
up to Government and been settled, cannot be reopened. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcetts 
Political Agent. 
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For the third time I troubled Mr. Fawcett to refer me to that 
portion of the G. 0. touching the settlement of the point at issue, as I 
wished to move the Government on the subject. Here is his third reply 
of the 20th August 1889:— > 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sii-^-.i'VVith reference to your letter No. 9 dated 3-8-89, I have the 
honor to inform yon that the Dewan-Regent has been asked in this oflSce 
letter No. 346 dated 6-8-89 to divide the 15 Rupees clairhed in ytJUr 
letter No. 3 dated 13-7-89 between you and your family. 

(Sigtied) G. W. Fawcett, 
Politi(ial Ag^nt. 

On receipt of the above letter, I wrote to the Dewan-Begent asking 
him to communicate the Political Agent’s decision to each member of 
my family so that the amount duo to each one’s share might be drawn 
from the State Treasury by each individual. Of course the members 
were in the dark as to what transpired between myself and the Political 
Agent regarding the 15 Rupees. The Dewan-Regent declined to comply 
with my request. Consequently 1 addressed the Political Agent. His 
reply dated 2nd November 1889 No. 585 is transcribed below;— 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor, iii reply to yonr letter No. 40 dated 30th 
October 1889, to point out that the Dewan-Regent has already been 
requested in this office No. 346 dated 6th August 1889 to divide the 

15 Rupees among the several members of your family. 

(Signedj G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

Again I pointed out to the Political Agent that unless the Dewan- 
Regent communicated his decision to the members, they would not be 
able to draw their shares. The Political Agent wrote nie on the 26th 
November as follows :— 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor to inform yon, in reply to your letter No, 55 
dated 14th November 1889, that I have requested the Dewan-Regent to 
communicate my decision in the matter to the several members of yonr 
family and also to pay the share due to each member. 

(Signed) G. W, Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 
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N. B. The above, I beg to say, will lead youi- Lordship to form an 
idea of how circuitously and at how great a cost and inconvenience justice 
is meted out to the parties who have frequently to suffer on account 
of loose management of authorities. 

7. So far back as April and November 1882, it was decided by the 
Political Agent, Mr. H. Sewell, on the Sirkelo’s (now Dewaii-liegent’s) 
correspondence that of all the Pagodas maintained by the State from the 
resumed Western Palace Jaghir Devasthanum resources, I should as a 
special case have control and supervision over the management of the 
morning outley allowance of Rs. 36—2—10 per mensem allotted to the 
temple at Tirugokurnum, a suburb one mile off the town. When the 
schedule arrangements for spending my family pension of Rs. 15,000 a year 
were done away with from 1st January 1889, the Dewari-Regent declin¬ 
ed in direct opposition to the settled correspondences of 1882, to entrust 
the management of the Tirngokurnuin Pagoda cutley to my Manager, 
alleging that the Manager having been appointed by the Jaghirdar ins¬ 
tead of by the State, as under schedule arrangements, the right of super¬ 
vising the cutley could not be conferred on me. In other words as my 
Manager was not considered a public servant from the date of abolition 
of the schedule arrangements, the Dowan-Regent contended that I should 
not be vested with the power of managing the cutley. I therefore put 
in my appeal to the Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett. His reply ran thus:— 


24th July 1889. 


To 


The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 


Sir,—I have the honor to reply to your letters Nos. 32 and 45 dated 
respectively the 8th February and the 7th June 1889 claiming control 
over the cutley of the Tirugokurnum Pagoda. 

2. I have gone through all the records on the subject carefully and 
have consulted the Dewan-Eegent. 

3. You claim the right of managing the cutley on the ground that 
it has always been managed by your family. The Dewan-Regent admits 
that your family have always managed the cutley but contends that 
such management, as well as the management of several other cutleys 
managed until lately by your family, but now resumed, was merely an 
incident of your late Jaghir tenure ; and that any right, that you may 
have had to such management, ceased, when your Jaghir was resumed. 
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?'^nagement of these cutleys was hereditary in yonr family, but so 
was the Jaghir ; and as the Sitate has resumed the latter, so has it power 
to resume the former. He adds that the arrangement under which your 
late Manager was entrusted by him with the management of the cutley 
could confer no right on you. 

4. With these reasons of the Uewan-Regnt, 1 may say, X entirely 
agree. I must therefore decline to interfere. 

("Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

N . B. The Political Agent has simply echoed the views of the 
Dewan-Regent who has assumed an antagonistic attitude towards me. 
If the Political Agent had gone through the past correspondences, he 
could not have concurred with the Dewan-Regent. It is perfecily true 
that the hereditary right of managing the cutleys (money-allowance) of 
several Pagodas ceased with the resumption of the Jaghir but it has fail- 
. ed to attract the attention of the Political Agent that the right of mana¬ 
ging the cutley of the Tirugokurnum Temple was given me as a special 
case inasmuch as the proximity of the temple to the Jaghirdar’s residence 
could enable the members of the Western Palace family to worship the 
deities ever and anon. It has also been inserted in the Dewan-Regent’s 
replies to my petitions addressed to Government that such management 
was bestowed on me in consideration of my position and dignity. If 
such had not been the case, the management of the cutley of the Trigo- 
kurnum Pagoda could have been entrusted to the State anthorlties who 
have been, and are still, looking after the several cutleys of the temples 
maintained in part by the funds collected from the resumed Pagoda vil¬ 
lages attached to the Western Palace .Jaghir. The Dewan-Regent thinks 
that the Manager of the Western Palace Jaghirdar not being appointed 
by the State, my right of managing the cutley through him (Manager) 
ceases. But I shall hold myself responsible for any pecuniary loss occur¬ 
ring in spending the cutley money of Rs. 36— 2 —10 each month owing 
to the neglect of my Manager. There is another point for consideration- 
If 1 had neglected the cutleys of the temples when I possessed the entire 
Jaghir and also the income of the pagoda villages therein situated, what 
measures were pushed into force regarding any failure in cutleys? Of 
course the State used to defray the necessary expenses from its fund and 
then to call on rae to remit the sum actually spent. If the mistake was 
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to hav 0 rojiulted from the ipivsmawgement of my private Manager, 

I used to check or fine him. There is my nephew*--the Chimia iVrra- 
maney Jaghirdar^who manages independently the midday cutley of the 
said Tirngokurniim temple through his own Manager or Carbar who is 
a private servant, If any failure in managing the outley occurs, the 
State meets the expenditure and recovers the amount from the (Jhinna 
Arramaney Jaghirdar, From all these it will appear that it is; not neces¬ 
sary that the Manager should be the noxninee of the State, and that tny 
right to the management of the temple cutley allowed me as a special 
privilege is quite independent of the fact whether the Manager is a State 
or private servant. It is miich to he regretted that the Political Agent 
and the Madras Government not considering all these facts, have endors- 
„ fd the Dewan's views in refusing me the above privilege earnestly prayed 
for,, and 1 have in eonsequonce submitted a special appeal to your l^ord- 
ship on the subject which is pending orders. 

8 . In my letter No. 47 dated 13th June 1889, I requested the 
Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett, that the Dewan-Regent be instructed to 
send me a reply to my several yadasts and reminders regarding the ' 
posting of Police constables in my Palace. Instead of complying 
with my request, Mr, Fawcett has written me a letter dated lOth July 
1889 to say that he learnt from the D 0 wan-Regent^s letter No. 286 (7th 
July 1889) that the ineastire complained of was taken for the protection 
of my elder son and was necessary and that he (Political Agent) saw no 
reason to interfere ; but in fact no interference was either requesSted or 
required, and my only request was that the Dewan-Eegent should be 
instructed to reply to my yadasts. This shows the quick bent of the 
Political Agent’s non-interfering policy. In these circumstances, I bring 
to your Lordship’s consideration what justice can I expect to be measured 
out to me by one who feels it his duty to support, but not to differ from, 
the Dewan-Regent on every subject. 

9 . In regard to the opening of a new doorway in the back wall of 
the zienana of ray 1st wife, I coniplaiu4 to the Dewau-Regeut axxd asked 
him to let me know at whose request it had been done, and what Avas the 
necessity for the same without consulting me previously. The Dewan- 
B^gent who wrote to me that he had called upon the Acting Marahimit 
Superintendent for an explanation on the matter, was afterwards perlecb 
]y indifferent to give me a reply, in spite of my several reminders. 
After ii year, I represented the matter to the Political Agent, Mr. 
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who in his letter No, 542 dated 17tb October 1889, com¬ 
municated to me that the new doorway was put in under the Dewan- 
Regent^s order and that he ('D, R.) learnt from the Manager of the 
Western Palace that the door was necessary to give the lady a com eni- 
ent access to the privy and was therefore unobjectionable. The Dewan- 
Regent’s yadast informing me that he had asked the Acting Marahmnt 
Superintendent about the opening of the doorway indicates that it was 
not done under the Dewan-Regent’s orders. If previous permission had 
been granted by the Dewan-Regent, he could have said so at once 
without making me wait with job’s patience, or complain to the Politi¬ 
cal Agent after one year against his silence to answer my yadasts. The 
Political Agent whom I requested in one of my oflfiLciaV letters to see the 
nevr doorway in person and then order its closing, visited my palace but 
did not see the doorway. And yet he has written me a letter ( 7th Novem^ 
her 1889) stating that “ I see no reason to order the closing of the door you 
complain of.” How improper it is on the part of the authorities to have 
ordered the opening of a new doorway in the zenana wall without iny 
knowledge, while I am the Jaghirdar and Head of the Weatern Palace 
Family, and the husband of the lady, the inmate of that zenana. In 
these circumstances, how could the Dewan-Regent rely on the report of 
the Western Palace Manager who had been appointed by him against my 
wish? Would not the manager therefore venture to annoy and disgrace 
me by yielding to the unreasonable request of my 1st lady—a request 
purposely made by her to oppose my authority over her and show to 
others that she enjoy.s independence and lives in a lodging with which 
her husband could not interfere? The Dewan-Regent has paid no atten¬ 
tion whatever to my position and rights as her husband. Special com¬ 
plaint will be made to the Government of Madras on the matter of his 
having opened needlessly the new doorway to the privy while there are 
already two to the backyard behind the zenana walk 

10, Once I coin plained to the Political Agent, Mi% Fawcett, that 
the Western Palace—my permanent residence—^was not put in thorough 
repair, and pointed out the defects discovered in the repairs executed by 
the marahmut department. The Political Agent’s reply dated 12th No¬ 
vember 1889 states that “the Dewan-Regent informed him at Pudnkota 
^hat ho has put the building in repair.” Another letter of the Dewan- 
Regent to the Political Agent conveys for my information that “every 
necessary repair and many more which were not absolutely necessary 
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have been executed with great care and regardless of cost. So with the 
Stables which are as complete and spacioiivS as he (Jaghirdar) ever had 
in his life and have been bnilt regardless of expense.'’ The Political 
Agent concurred with the Dewan-Regent and echoed his opinions. On 
the other hand I specified the needful requirements, as well as the defect.s 
that could strike an unprofessional eye at the mere sight. Here I beg to 
reproduce the Political Agent’s letter to the Dewan-Rogent:— 

Forwarded to the Dewan-Regent for such attention as may bo 
deemed necessary. 

2. From the Dewan-Regent’s letter No* 5 (13--l-90^, it is clear 
that he is prepared to carry out every repair absolutely necessary for tlie 
convenience of the several members of the family, and the Jaghirdar 
should rest contented with representing his grievances in the matter, if 
any, to the Dewan-Regent. The Political Agent feels sure that the 
Jaghirclar’s requests in this respect will receive at the hands of the 
Dewan-Regent as much attention as the circumstances of the State will 
allow or the requirements of the farnilv will need . 

(Signed) (Jr. W. P’awcett, 

Political Agent. 

N, B. The facts embodied in this paragraph will shew that the 
Political Agent always allows matters to he conducted by the Dewan- 
Begent in his own way without seeing if they are rightly or wrongly 
done. 

11. With regard to the residences of the Western Palace Members, 

1 beg to submit that the late Political Agent’s (Mr. Willock’s) letter of 
the 6th November 1888 embodied in the G. 0* dated the 11th December 
1888, announces that ‘‘the main portion of the Western Palace will be 
kept at the disposal of the Jaghirdar, and one sou will be accommodated 
in another portion. Accommodation for the second son will be provided 
in a suitable building outside during the Jaghirdar’s lifetime”. As my 
second son turned out to be mischievous and impertinent, and dragged 
out my servants to Criminal Courts, accusing them of false charges, and 
put me also to a world of trouble, I wrote to the Political Agent, Mr. 
Fawcett, asking him to accommodate my son in a building outside the 
Palace premises. Here is the extract from the Political Agent’s letter of 
the 12th September 1889 tq the Dewan-Regent, communicated for my 
information;*— 
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the Jaghirdar and hi» younger son to 
live onder the same roof without a constant recurrence of scenes most 
disgraceful to them both and thereby reflecting on the State, I request 
that you will be good enough to provide the younger son with a tempo¬ 
rary residence outside and as far as possible from the Palace^ and forbid 
his entering except at his father’s invitation. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

Seeing that the Dewan-Regent did not give due effect to the above 
letter, I addressed the Political Agent for the second time. His reply 
ran thus:— 

“This will be arranged for as soon as possible. J^o buildings are 
available at present. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

I named certain buildings and wrote to Government, praying for 
the early removal of my second son. Here is the Order of Government, 
dated 6th December 1889:— 

The Political Agent and the Dewan-Regent will make such ar¬ 
rangements as appear to them to be suitable, the matter is not one calling 
for interference on the part of Government.” 

Indeed I made mention of 6 buildings. The Political Agent has 
written to me as follows in his letter No. 39 of 4th March 1890:—. 

“ Every endeavour is being made to find a suitable building for the 
accommodation of your younger son.” 

(Signed) G. W, Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

On consulting the Dewan-Regent who is always prejudicial to ray 
interests, Mr. Fawcett wrote as follows:— 

MEMO. 


20—5—90. 

1 have been this morning over the six houses named by the Western 
Palace Jaghirdar in his letter No. 108 (16-5-90) as suitable for residence 
for his second son. 



“ As it appears impossible for 
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Xo# 6 IS too sitjall. 

ISfo. 5 is opposite the Rajah’s Palace gate and would not do. 


Ho, 4 is not big enough and is in a much frequented street where 
I would not put the second son to live. 

No. 3 now occupied by the girls’ school is not suitable, as there is 
no access to the backyard except through the house and there would 
therefore be no place for stables. 

No. 2 is suitable, but is private property and the owner does not 
wish to sell. 

And No. 1—State property now occupied by the public offices, is 
suitable in itself; but it is not likely to be vacated for some considerable 
time, ahd may then be wanted for other purposes. It will probably not 
be desirable to put the Jaghirdar’s second son there, as if he were, it 
would be difficult to find a tenant for the adjoining buildings now occu' 
pied by the oollege that will be vacated about the same time. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

N. B.—The Political Agent and the Dewan-Regent drove togethor 
to inspect the above buildings. Had I been with them on the occasion, 
I could have explained to the Political Agent the points objected to by 
the Dewan-Regent. Alas! no intimation was giv^en me. Building No. 1 
is the State property. It was not suitable in the opinion of the Political 
Agent us it was alleged to be too small. The State could have easily 
extended or enlarged it at a cost of a small sum, the adjoining sites 
being public property. Building No. 6 is opposite to the Rajah’s Palace 
Gate. What could happen if my second son be allowed to live in it? To 
whom did it belong before it was bought by the State? Did not its owner 
reside in it with his family and children^ though it was facing the 
Bajah’s Palace Gate? While it had been the residence of a respectable 
Hindu family, why could not my sop—a member of the Rajah’s family— 
be permitted to occupy it (a terraced building), regardless of its situa¬ 
tion? The Political Agent, Mr. i’awcett, has simply repeated what the 
Dewan-Regent declared to him, without either consulting me or exerci¬ 
sing his own independent discretion in the matter. This is the advant¬ 
age 1—U member of the Rajah’s family—have derived from the Political 
Agent who has been specially instructed by the India Governinent to 
look after the interests of the Chiefs family. Building No, 8 was not 
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suitable owing to want of some place in the backyard for stables. 


The backyard can be enlarged and one of the adjoining tiled houses 
worth Rs. 200 can be purchased by the State to make way to the back¬ 
yard. The Political Agent has not thought of all these facilities. It is 
admitted that Building No. 1, the State property now occupied by public 
offices, is suitable in itself. If the office of the Deputy-Peishkar and 
that of the District Registrar were removed to the vacant State buildirig 
No. 5 which is opposite to the Rajah’s Palace Gate, and to the Small 
Cause Court building vacated by the State, No. 1 will do very well for 
my son’s residence. The statement of the Political Agent that, even if 
the Building No. 1 be vacated, it will be required for some other purpose, 
is nothing but an empty excuse for not providing my younger son with 
a residence outside the precincts of the Palace, and what is conveyed by 
the Political Agent in the letter is nothing but the real sentiment of the 
Dewan-Regent echoed through another channel. I leave your Lordship 
to judge if it is really beyond the power of the Dewan-Regent to secure 
or select a suitable building for my son. Where there is will there 
is a way. 

In reply to a question from my elder son regarding his residence, I 
beg to state that the Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett, wrote as follows: — 

8(j. Political Agent’s Office. 


28th May 1890. 

To M. R. Ry. Rajagopala Tondlman Sahib, 

Elder son of the Western Palace Jaghirdar, 

Pudukota. 


Sir,-^I have the honor to inform you, with reference to your letter 
dated 26th instant, that you are to live in the separate bungalow now 
occupied by your father—the Western Palace Jaghirdar. 


I have the honor to be &c. &c. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 


Political Agent. 


W'ith regard to the residence of my second lady, the Political Agent 
insisted that she must quit her present place and go into my first wife’s 
zenana, and accordingly he wrote as follows:— 
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MEMO. 

■ ' ' ' 20—5-r90. 

“ The Jaghirdar's second vfife will move into the quarters now occu¬ 
pied by first wife, and sliare them with her, when the Jaghhdar 
inoves iato ^he main building. 

(Signed^ G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

In direct opposition to Mr. Willock’s proposals approved by Govern¬ 
ment and embodied in its Order dated lith December 1888, and to the 
communications quoted above, Mr. Fawcett has addressed the following 
letter ISTo. 82, dated 4tb June 1890:—• 

To The l}ewan-Regent, 

Pudukota. 

Sir,—I have the honor to inform yon that the first wife of the 
Western Paljice Jaghirdar must continue to live in 0, where she lives at 
present. The second wife should move to A, the Rettapathi. The first 
son’s wife when she comes may live in either A or 0 as she and the other 
ladies naay prefer. The Jaghirdar must live in the lower part of the 
main building B: his first son in the upper part of the same building;, and 
his .second son in the separate bungalow D. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

I renewed my complaints to the Political, Agent, Mr. Faw'cett, and 
wrote to him a long letter pointing out the several inconveniences and 
constant disputes that would arise from my living in one and the same 
building, with the elder son. The Political Agent replied thus:— 

28th June .1890. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,-I have the honor to state, in reply to your letter No. 125 
(2.3-6-90), that it is impossible to alter the arrangement made in my 
letter No. 82-0 of the 4th instant; viz—that you should live in the lower 
part of the main building; your elder son in the upper part; and your 
second son in the separate bungalow. It is true that it was at first 
intended to move your second son to some place outside the Palace; but 
there is no suitable house available, a.s I have informed you in my letter 

No. 88 (28-5-90); and it would be unreasonable to expect the State to 
build one for Mm* 
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Ifc is iniioh to be regretted that the occupation of any part of 
the main building by yo«r elder son prevents ybur using it. If you 
prefer the upper part of the building, I have no objection to your occupy¬ 
ing the upper and your eider sou the lower. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

The Political Agent’s arrangement certainly puts me to much in¬ 
convenience, for I ain tp be deprived oi the occupation of the ,entire main 
building, though the G- 0. of 14th May 1881, assigns to me a “ suitable 
residence”. The upper story is a visiting place. . Its appearance is an 
adequate proof. It is in this, it is proposed, my son should live. Were 
I to occupy the lower part, I would have no suitable place to, sleep in, to 
move about, to welcome high personages, afford aocominodatioa to my 
relatives who happen to visit my Palace as guests as well as to my ser¬ 
vants sleeping at night by turns. The Dewan-Regent’s intention to put 
me to distress and inconvenience for having carried complaints against 

him to higher authorities—complaints reasonable and well-founded-r 
has now come to pass, I am the sufferer. The Political Agent is only 
an echoing element. If he passes any order contrary to the Dewan- 
Begent’s wish, it is not obeyed and when a reminder is sent in by the 
Political Agent, a long and exhaustive report proceeds after long delay 
from the pen of the Dewan-Regent who is the executive functionary.. If 
the Political Agent suggests or writes any thing to the Government of 
Madras against the Dewan-Regent, it fails to meet with their approval or 
secure .success. Hence the Political Agent finds himself in a delicate 
position. An appeal to the Government of Fort Saint George complain¬ 
ing against the arrangement of the Political Agent in respect of my re¬ 
sidence will be preferred at no distant date. 

] 2. Indeed it greatly afflicts me to state that while I was endea¬ 
vouring to rectify my first wife’s michievous demeanour and keep her 
witbin”proper bounds, I, to my sudden surprise, was informed by the 
Dewan-Regent that, under the instructions received from the Political 
Agent, he was to arrange for opening a new entrance to her zenana 
directly from the street, and patting in an open fence between her 
residence and the main building of the Western Palace. I wrote at 
once to the Dewan-Regent, requesting him to delay the opening of the 
large doorway till I represented matters directly to the Political Agent and 
got a reply thereto against bis exparte decision. But the Dewan-Regent 





paying due coiisiderafcion to my words, immediately put the 
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order of the Political Agent to execution, which was highly displeas¬ 
ing to myself and the Western Palace Family, as it has formed a 
source of encouragement to my wife to oppose my authority and admit 
into her zenana especially men of no probity, no honesty and of loose 
moral principles, whom I have prohibited from entering the Palace pre¬ 
cincts. She says that the now entrance opened at her own request by 
the Political Agent has cut off all her connection with the members of 
the Western Palace Family and has placed her on an independent footing. 
And consequently she admits into her residence persons of above descrip¬ 
tion, which is not only disliked by me but also by her sons and family 
members for best reasons ; she sallies out through the new entrance 
opened for the purpose of nocturnal drives and amusements, and asso¬ 
ciates with whomsoever she likes. How much mortifying and irritating 
should this be to one who has lawfully wedded her ? What a world of 
disgrace and shame is brought home to me and iny family by such an 
indignant and unfair act ! Her name is now in every body’s mouth. She 
has by her improper acts brought on my family a stigma which is in¬ 
creasing day by day. When I repaired to Her Highness the Junior 
Kanee’s residence to enquire after her impaired health, I happened to 
meet the Dewan-Regent and my nephew, the Chinna Arrainanai Jaghir- 
dar. At the time she questioned the former regarding the new entrance, 
which elicited from him the reply that he knew nothing about it and 
that he carried into effect the Political Agent’s letter and that he had 
not been consulted on the subject. 1 pointed out to the Political Agent 
that it was impolitic on his part to have opened a new entrance to my 
first wife^s residence, without consulting me in the least, which shows 
that he has ignored my position and rights as her husband. In reply he 
has furnished me with the following letter dated 12th April 1890:— 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

gir,—I have honor to iiiform^^ you, in reply to your letter So. 97 
(g.4«90) protesting against the opening of a separate entrance for your 
first wife^s residence, that the matter has been disposed of and 1 shall not 
reopen it. 


(Signed) G, W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 


S. B. The above refusal to interfere in opposition to the Govern¬ 
ment order quoted in para 1, is highly ignominious and annoying to the 
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„ whole family. I then enquired the Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett, if he 
had ordered the opening of the entrance in question after making a 
reference to the Dewan-Regent who denies all knowledge about it; and 
if so, under what circumstances and at whose request the new entrance 
formerly used as a wicket doorway for carrying the corpse from within, 
was converted into a big gateway solely and wholly leading to my first 
wife’s residence while there is a long-standing big gateway close by for 
the purpose of going into, and coining out of, the several buildings situat¬ 
ed within the Western Palace encompassed with four compound walls 
raised with chunam and bricks to the height of about 10 feet. Here is 
the Political Agent’s reply No. 107 dated 28th June 1890:— 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar, 

Sir,—1 have the honor, with reference to your letter No. 122 
(16-6-90) to forward a copy of your 1st wife's complaint against you, on 
which the new entrance w^as ordered to be opened. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett. 

Political Agent. 

N. B. The Political Agent has not as yet answered me to the 
queries whether the Dewan-Regent—my declared enemy—was consulted 
on the matter and a report received from him as to the several circum¬ 
stances falsely and maliciously complained against me by my first wife 
who has become most disagreeable to me and to her sons. The Dewan- 
Regent has intimated to me in reply to niy question on the same sahject, 
that he is not in a position to furnish me with the information required. 
The Political Agent is entirely in error in supposing that it is my own 
conduct that has been the cause of complaints against me, and that I 
heap abuse on my first wife whom he considers to be an unfortunate one. 
I wonder at his remarks and I regret that he has failed to see why I 
should falsely hnpeach my 1st wife and attribute bad motives to her 
which is equal to exposing myself to public shame and disgrace and 
farther what my motive could be by exposing her but to really rectify 
her character. There is no smoke without fire. There is my 2nd wife 
who is in harmony with me and the other members. The Political 
Agent seems to labour under the impression that my protection of a 
female dependant w^ho has begot two sons for me, (one is 28 years old 
and the other 25), has brought disgrace on my conduct. Among our 
caste it is not considered either a disgrace or misdemeanour to have 




inoro wiv68 than on^, though vsuch a pi'ivilego is not ullowed ui chi istoii-' 
douu !Now I have two legitimate wives. My nephew—the Ohiima 
Arramaney Jaghirdar — has three wives, and His Highness the late Rajah 
—my cousin—bad two ladies. Moreover, one as a member of the 
Rajah’s bunily is bound, out of deference to bis position, to support a 
female dependant, during her life-time, provided she spends the most 
part of her young days with him. My present female dependant is aged 
more than 45 yf 3 ars. I took her under my protection when 1 lost my 
legally married wile —the sister-in-law of H. H. the late Rajah of Pudu- 
l^ota— and wheiv 1 was in the vigour of my youth. While this female 
'dependant was living with me, it is a well-known tact that I married the 
two wives, the elder of whom has now begun to slight my words under 
the insinuation of the Dewan-Regent who is day hy day widening the 
gap of misunderstanding between myself and my first wife. As 1 have 
been coinpluiiiing against the Dewan-Regent regarding matters private 
and public, ever since the resumption of my Jaghir in 1881, he has 
encouraged her to complain against me under promises of conniving at 
the same ; and so he has written and is still ready to write against me 
to the Political Agent in any manner he likes. With relerenoe to the 
malicious complaints made by my first wife to the Political Agent that I 
do not |)erniit her servants to enter the Palace, I heg to submit that I 
ha -re not at all interfered with her servants and other persons who are in 
the habit of going to her zenana. Here is the Political Agent’s decision 
passed on one of my communications:— 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Bir,— I have the honor to inform you, with reference to your letter 
No 17 dated the 3rd instant, that I see no reason to cancel my order 
that yon should not interfere with your wife’s servants! if your state¬ 
ment that you do not interefere with them is correct, and that yon 
merely prevent other persons, not her servants, from entering her zenana, 
my order will of course be imperative, but over her own servants, as she 
has a separate maintenance, and does not live with you, she has complete 
authority. With these remarks, 1 leave the matter in the hands of the 
Dewan-liegent who will, I aui perfectly sure, treat you with perfect 
fairness. 

10 __ 9 __g 9 . (Signed) (t. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 



Since my wife admitted into her zenana of low character 

whom I did not like she should receive, 1 asked the Political Agent, 
Mr. Fawcett, to \vrite to her and get a list of her servants for my infor¬ 
mation and guidance. Here is the Political Agent s reply dated 25th 
April 1890. No. 65:— 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor, with reference to your letter No. 101 
(16-4-90>. to inform yon that I shall not interfere. 

(Signed) G. W* Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

Again I pointed out to the Political Agent a case in which a stranger 
was. defended by rny first wife for having taken him to task for the offence 
of criminal trespass. She swore before the Magistrate that v^ent and 
enquired into the case that the stranger was a private shroff engaged by 
her for the time being, and consequently the accused was discharged* 
Further I brought to the notice of the Political Agent that a list of 
servants and other persons who are in the habit of going to the residences 
of the present Rajah's mother and the Junior Ranee Sahiba of the late 
Rajah has been obtained from them by the Dewan-Regent and accox’ding 
to that only persons mentioned therein are allowed ingress to their resi¬ 
dences by the sentinels posted (a copy of the list being given them for 
information); and if any other wants access, the same must be reported 
to the Dewan-Regent and his permission obtained before entering.’ In 
accordance with the above system, I asked the Political Agent nothing 
but a list of my wife's servants for my information, as he has opened the 
new entrance which has encouraged her not to yield to my request in 
this direction. When 1 urged to the Political Agent the absolute neces- 
sitjrof getting a list of servants from her, he- sent me the following 
reply: — 

SSnd May J890. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar.r 

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you tliat I have not got a list of 
your 1st wife’s servants in my office. You can get a list yourself. 

(Sigued)' G. W. Fawcett, 

Pbliiical Agent* 
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third time I wrote to Mr. Fawcett that, as he gave permis¬ 
sion to open a new entrance at her request, it was impossible for rae to 
get a list of her household servants and that the authority that granted 
her request must done obtain the list required by me from her. The 
Political Agent’s reply dated 14th June 1890 ran thus: -- 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—I have the honor, with reference to your letter No. 121 
(12—6—90), to repeat that I have got no list of your Ist wife’s servants; 
and it would obviously be impossible for me to check any list I might get 
from her. You can easily get a list yourself, if indeed you have not got 
one already. I cannot reply to any further reference on this subject. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

For the fourth time I requested the Political Agent to be pleased to 
forward it list of her servants for being filled up by her with their names 
and occupations and then return it to me. The Political Agent’s reply 
dated 30th Juno 1890 is asunder:— 

To . The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

—I have the honor to state, in reply to the request contained in 
para 3 of your letter No. 124 of the 20th instant, that I must again 
refuse to take any action in this direction, as requested by you. I have 
already informed you that your rights as a husband have not been inter¬ 
fered with. It IS not necessary for me to communicate this to your wife. 
I must decline any further correspondence on this matter. 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

13. I further beg to submit that the reasons assigned by my Ist 
wife to the Political Agent for opening a new entrance will appear from 
the following as unfounded:— 

It is objectionable on the part of the Political Agent to have confi¬ 
ded in her one-sided representation and passed orders for opening a new 
gateway, without taking my previous consent; it is true that I ordered 
at times my trustworthy sentinels to lie in ambush when there was any 
necessity for it. In iny confidential letter to the Political Agent, I have 
conveyed this matter to his notice. Had he not opened a new entrance, 
I could have succeeded in my eflbrts. I think 1 am justified in saying 
that it is my duty to watch my wife whenever I happen to hear anything 




. against her conduct. With reference to her false complaint regarding 
her own servants, I candidly assert that I allowed all but one Mussulman 
physician whom 1 found to be most mischievous and intriguing, to see 
her. During her pretended illness, she wanted to be treated only by that 
physician thereby showing her contradicting disposition (vide my letter 
dated 3rd September 1889j. When it was alleged that she was suffering 
from rheumatism, she was put under the treatment of the local Apothe¬ 
cary (Chief medical officer in charge of the Rajah’s dispensary). And 
yet she required the treatment of the said Mohoraedan physician. Can 
this be an item of complaint against me? My first wife says in her letter 
to Mr. Fawcett, that she is at a loss to understand how she had incurred 
my displeasure and why should I be so persistent in acting again.st her 
wishes. From time to time I have been complaining against her actions 
to the Political Agent who seems to feel much for her. All my wish is 
that she should not have any communication with my son’s tutor whose 
conduct is highly displeasing to all. It was on account of this, 1 dismiss¬ 
ed him from the tutorial service, w'hieh was approved both by the 
Dowan-Regent and the kte Political Agent, Mr. Willock. It is this 
tutor that has caused a disturbance in my domestic circle. It is he that 
has caused misunderstandings between my two sons. It is he that, 
according to my first wife’s ill-advice, preferred a criminal complaint 
against me and her second son for our having forbidden his entering the 
Palace, especially the zenana. It is he that accompanied my l.st wife 
to Gundrakotai—a Zamine out of the limits of the State —which has ex¬ 
posed her to public scandal and has provoked me and her sons to the 
highest degree. It is he that sued my elder son for the recovery of a 
loan alleged to have been given him. If due consideration be paid by 
your Lordship to the above facta, it will bo found that unless there is 
something wrong at the bottom, 1 would not venture to expose her much 
to my own disgrace; moreover, she is my own sister’s daughter. There 
is my second wife who is my uncle’s daughter. She is very obedient 
and faithfnl to me, though she draws .separately the same amount of 
allowance as the Ist wife. 

14. "While the members of the Western Palace Family were great¬ 
ly affected by the disgrace consequent on the hasty action of the Politi¬ 
cal Agent, Mr. Fawcett, in the matter of having indulged my l.st wife in 
her actions (as opening a new gateway, &c.), I received from him for 
my information the following letter which is a copy of his reply to my 
Ist wife:— 


4S 
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Kamalnmbayiyar, 

First wife of the W. P. Jaghirdar, 

Madam,—I have the honor to inform you, * with reference to your 
letter No. 5 (24^—4—90), that I have no ohjeciion to your going to 
Gnndrafeotai, in oonnection with the confinement of your sister’s daughter. 



Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, in reply to your letter---—, 

that my reply to your 1st wife was merely that I have no objection to 
her going to Oundrakotai and that your rights as a husband have not 
been interfered with. 


(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 
Political Agent. 


When I forwarded to Mr. Fawcett, a memorial for submission to the 
Government of Madras complaining against his refusal to communicate 
the above decision to my 1st wife and praying in a telegraph form that 
he might be instructed to tell her that she ought not to go to Gnndra- 
kotai without my permission, Mr. Fawcett returned the memorial with 
the following remarks : 



To 


yesterday’s date received with your letter No. 115 of the same date, mre 
my refusal to interfere in the matter of your 1st wife’s proposed going 
to Gundrakotai, as there is no necessity to trouble Government with such 
matters. I have already informed you that I have not given your wife 
any permission logo to Gundrakotai, or interfered in any way with your 
rights as a husband. I have merely informed her that I for my part have 
no objection to her going. It is open to you to forbid her going if you 
•wish. 


mtsr/}^- 
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I return the telegraph fonn. The Rs. *0 received by money 

order will be returned by money order less commission. 

(Signed) G, W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

On receipt ot the above letter I asked Mr. Fawcett to intimate to 
the 1st wife the chief remarks embodied therein, as he had already written 
to her that she could go to Gundrakotai, and 1 at the same time pointed 
out to him that, instead of sending her a direct, reply, he should have re¬ 
ferred her request to me or declined to interfere in the matter# The Poli¬ 
tical AgenPs reply to me ran thus 

94 11th June 1890. 

To The Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

Sir,—1 have the honor to inform you, with reterence to your letter 
No# 117—(9»-“ 6---90), that I see no necessity to communicate the second 
part of my letter No# 92 (7 —6—90), to your 1st wife. You can com¬ 
municate it yourself# 

(Signed) G. W. Fawcett, 

Political Agent. 

While I was in correspondence with the Political Agent, my 1st 
wife started at night through the newly opened entrance to Gundrakotai 
and returned the third day. What was most ignominious to the whole 
family was her going to Gundrakotai in company with the tutor of whom 
r have written so badly in this memorial as well as in several of my 
communications to the Political Agents. If Mr. Fawcett had only intimated 
that she ought not to go without my permission or that she should pro¬ 
ceed under the escort of my Palace guards, it could not have given room 
for public scandal, and I could have made necessary arrangements. 

15. In conclusion, I most humbly beseech your Lordship to take 
into consideration all I have set forth in this memorial and pass orders to 
the Political Agent who has been specially deputed to look after the in¬ 
terests of the Chief’s family by the decisions of the Government of India, 
dated .I7th September 1886 Nos. 8854 and 8855, Political, not to interfere 
in my private and domestic matters. I further beg that your Lordship 
wiU be graciously pleased to take notice of Mr. Fawcett’s actions and 
conflicting decisions, as well as to direct him to give due weight and con¬ 
sideration to all that I have to say on particular matters connected with 




tte Western Palace Family. Ex’po.rte decisions are always dangerous 
and deceitful My present real grievances are these;— 

(a) The Political Agent refuses to close the new entrance opened 
for my first wife’s zenana (on his permission) at the State exi^n-se in tlie 
Eastern Compound wall of the Western Palace, whmh has afforded her 
facilities to admit into her residence whomsoever she likes. Suclum action 
is highly degrading the Western Palace Family which has descended 
from the 1st or the Original Ruler of the State- If the Political Agent 
had really believed the story of my first wife set up in respect of her 
servants for the purpose of getting his orders for opening the new gate¬ 
way directly from the public street, he could have easily got a list of her 
servants and forwarded the same for my information and gmidance and 
also instructed me to allow the persons and servants mentioned in the 
list freely through the longstanding big gateway situated in the same 
compound wall, at the distance of only 10 feet from the “^^7 
gateway, as will be seen from a rough sketch hereto appended. The 1 oli- 
tical Agent has not done this but ha.s opened, to the annoyance and dis¬ 
grace of the whole family, a new entrance which is the source of all evils. 
If 1 ask him to furnish me with a list of my 1st wife’s servants who can 
pass through the new gateway, he declines to iuterlere and lurther com¬ 
municates to me that I can get a list myself from her. But my efforts 
in this direction have proved fruitless.owing to the indulgence given her 
by the Political Agent, and so I am not in a position to take trespassers 

to t4l8k. 


(h) With regard to the residetioes of my family, the arrangement 
of the present Political Agent, Mr. Fawcett, as shown in his official letter 
to the Dewan-Regont embodied in paragraph 12 of this—my humble 
memorial, is not in conformity with the Order (11 th December 1888) 
passed by the Government of Madras on the fair suggestions of the then 
Wlitioal Agent, Mr. Willock, which assigns to me the main portion of 
the Western Palace including of co'jrse the upper story; to my elder son, 
the Western portion of the Palace; and to my younger son (now 2t 
years old), an accommodation outside the Palace during my lifetime. 
Mr. Fawcett’s arrangement that 1 must occupy only the lower part is 
most unsatisfactory and does not provide me with a suitable residence, 
as suggested in the G. 0. of the 14th May 1881. 

If the Government of Fort Saint George through whose channel 
this memorial should pass to your Lordship with its remarks, be pleased 
to redress the above grievances, it will obviate the necessity of troubling 


that Grovernment and your Lordship wdth special appeals. X am undef 
the strong belief that the Political Agent who has. refused me justice 
will record bis sentiments to the prejudice of my interests. 


6—8-~-1890. 


Signed) Rathakrisina Tondirnan Suhib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar. 


Regarding the opening of the new gate referred to above, a supple¬ 
mental memorial was forwarded by the Jaghirdur through the prescribed 
channel with the recpiest that the facts and. circumstances contained 
therein sliould also be considered before passing an order on the above 
memorial. The Jaghirdar was diily informed that the memorials had 
been transmitted to the Government of India by the Madras Government. 

The Political Agent’s letters noted iti the margin comniunic^ih^d to 

.Mo. 202/24th Novotiiber 1890 the Jaghirdar thattlie Government of India 
No. 250/4th December 1890 bad declined to interfere in the matters com¬ 
plained of. 

In accordance with the petition rules published in December 1888 
in the Fort Saint George Gazette, the Jaghirdar submitted duplicates of 
the above memorials to the Government of India. The rules lay down:— 

Every petition to the Government of India, whether it bears im¬ 
mediately on a matter of Imperial policy or has reference to the orders 
or the general policy and action of a Local Government^ should"be for¬ 
warded through the Local Government under which the petitioner is 
residing or is employed. But there is no objection to the petitioner s 
forwarding simultaneously a duplicate copy of the petition to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, if he so desires, provided that he marks it as a '"duplicate.” 

While matters stood thus, the Jaghirdar received the following letter 
from the Political Agent, Mr. Faw^cetfe:— 

The New Residency, Pudukota. 

25th November 1890# 

Sir,—I request that you will be good enough to come to see me at 
4 P, M. either to-day or to-morrow whichever suits you best, as I have 
an order of the Government of India to communicate to yon. 

Yours truly 

(Signed) G, W. Fawcetts 


mtsriify 
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P* Si Please let me know wbicli day you are ooniingj vix*, whether 
tonlay or to-*morro\v. 

(Imtialled) G; W. F. 

When the Jaghirdar paid him a visit the next day at the Residency, 
Mr. Fawcett made known to the Jaghirdar that, if he should write any 
petition, he would be sent out of’ the State, but at the same time refused 
to put that in writing in spite of the Jaghirdar’s importunity. Then the 
Jaghirdar despatched the following telegram to the Ohief Secretary to 


the Government of India:- 


Orpin A KY. 


Political Agent here tells me personally and declines to give in 
writing that if I address nieinoriats I will be removed from Pudukota. 
Please order copy of such decision of Viceroy also rep Iks to Petitions 1st 
July and 6th August. 


27th November 1890. 


(Signed) Ruthakristna Tondiman Sahib. 


Seeing that no reply was received touching the above telegram, the 
Jaghirdar sent the following mesvsage on the 22ixd January 1891: — 

To The Honorable Chief Secretary 

to the Government of India. 

No reply yet from any quarter to first part of Telegram 27th No¬ 
vember requiring copy of Viceroy’s order personally communicated by 
the Politictd Agent regarding my banishment from Pudukota should I 
petition Viceroy. Reply prepaid one Rupee. 

22nd January 1891. (Signed) Rathakristna Tondiman Sahib. 

Snob being the case, the Jaghirdar received the following order from 
the Political Ag^nt;— 

Political Department, 
Prqciodiugs of the Madras Government. 

Read the following:— 

Endorsement of the Government of India, Foreign Department, 
dated 4th December 1890, No. 4117. T, transferring for disposal a 
telegram addressed to that Government by the Western Palace Jaghir¬ 
dar, Pudukota. 

Order 31st January 1891 No. 60. 

The Political Agent for Pudukota will return the telegraph pass to 
the memorialistf 
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2. His Excellency the Governor in Council observes that the 
Jaghirdar must have been aware of the impropriety of addressing 
the Viceroy in place of the Local officer of the Madras Government. 
The telegram immediatel}^ followed a warning addressed to the Jaghir- 
dar under orders of His Excellency in Council and must be regarded as 
an indication of Rathakristna Tondiman’s intention to persevere in his 
present course of misconduct. 

3. In these circumstances and considering the grave scandal that 
is caused to the Administration of Pudukota by the Jaghirdar’s proceed¬ 
ings as reported from time to time, the Government is of opinion that his 
longer residence in Pudukota is undesirable in the interests of the State. 

4. The Political Agent will accordingly advise the Dewan-Regent 
that His Excellency the Governor in (Council considers it highly desir¬ 
able that the Jaghirdar should at once be called upon to quit the State 
^vithin a period to be named by the Dewan-Regent, and that in the event 
of his failing to comply he should be expelled. 

5. The Jaghirdar should be allowed to select the place of future 
residence and arrangements will be made by the Political Agent for the 
transfer of his pension to the nearest Treasury. 

(True Extract.) 

(Sighed) Frederick Price, 

Chief Secretary. 

No. 22/20—2—91. 

Communicated to the Western Palace Jaghirdar with the telegraph 
pass returned, for his information and guidance. 

With reference to para 4^ the Dewan-Regent has been requested to 
fix the date within which the Jaghirdar should leave Pudukota and 
communicate it to the Jaghirdar and this office. 

With reference to para 5 the Jaghirdar is requested to state where 
he wishes to live. 

Political Agent’s Office, ) (Signed) G. W. Fawxett, 

Trichinopoly, 20 -2- 91. j Political Agent. 

Upon the receipt of the above order the Jaghirdar after having held 
a personal conference with the Dewan-Regent, addressed him yadast 
No. 13 dated 22-2-91, a true translation of which is hereunder giveu;-^ 




From the conversation that took place) last night and this morning 
between yonrf^elf and myself it is needless for me for the present to 
detail the facts contained in the copy of the Political Agent’s letter sent 
by him both to yon and myself, as they are true copies of one and the 
same letter. Such an order of a severe nature is like ihunderfall in the 
open day. It has created much grief and sorrow in me who stand fault¬ 
less. 1 am unable to detail more about it. 

On the 25th of November last, the Political Agent who camped in 
the local Residency sent for me and gave me the warning verbally in 
pursuance of the view expressed by the Government of India. 

In order to know the cause for the issue of such a warning I wired 
on the 27fch idem to the Government asking for the copy of its order as 
such information was withheld from me by the Political Agent. 

The telegram was not one scut in vioktion of the »aid warning, 
vSuch being the case, the severe order in question dated the Slst January 
1891, No. dO, Political Department, seems to have been passed on that 
account viz., for having Sent the message. It was not my intention even 
then, nor is it my intention at present to go against the warning given 
me through the Political Agent. I am therefore bound to obey the 
warning. 1 shall never again conduct myself in such a way as to incur 
the displeasure of Government. No greater disgrace than this—that I 
should quit my ancestral residence styled the Western Palace built for 
the Western Palace family at this locality and take up my residence in 
the British Terrifory as an exile—can befall me. 

I therefore request you will be good enough to recommend to the 
Political Agent and ask him to pray the Government for taking again the 
matter into its kind consideration ap(jl granting me pardon. 

(Signed) Bathakristna Tondiman Sahib, 

Western Palace Jaghirdar, 

Meanwhile in reply to the Jaghirdar’s telegram of the 22nd 
January 1891, despatched in continuation of his previous one under 
date^ 27th November 1800, the Government of India was pleased to pass 
its decision embodied in the following Order of the Madras Govern¬ 
ment 
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Political Department 
Proceedings of the Madras G-overnment 

Read again G. 0. dated 31st eJannary 1891, No. 60. 

Read also the following paper:— 

From the Government of India dated 30th January 1891 No. 494. I. 

In continuation of Foreign department endorsement No. 4117 dated 
4th December 1890, I am directed to forward, for disposal by the 
Government of Madras, another telegram dated the 22nd instant from 
tho Western Palace Jaghirdar of Pudukoia. 

2. I am to request that the reply pass may be returned to the 
Jaghirdar, and that he may, if possible, be made to xinderstand that the 
Government of India must decline any direct communication with him, 
and that any representation he may have to make to the Governor-Gener¬ 
al in Council should be submitted through the Government of Fort 
Saint George, 

Letter from the Political Agent for Pudiikota dated 4th March ’91 
No. 26.^0. 

Order, 4th April 1891 No. 185. 

The telegraph pass received with the first letter read above will be 
returned by the Political Agent to the Western Palace Jaghirdar. 

2. On the recommendation of the Political Agent and the Dewan- 
Regent contained in Mr. Fawcett*s letter No. 26.^—0. dated 4th March 
1891, the Government resolves to direct that G. 0. 81st January 1891, 
No. 60, be held for the present in abeyance, but the Political Agent will 
ujake Ratliakristna Tondiman distinctly understand that the order in 
question will be put in force at once should he again offend as he has 
done. 

(True extract.) 

(Signed) J. F, Price, 

Chief Secretary. 


No. 37--0/6—4—91 


(True copy.) 


Communicated to the Western Palace Jaghirdar for information. 

The Jaghirdar will distinctly understand that the order of expulsion 
from the Pudukota State will be put in force if there is any offence again 
committed. 

The pass is returned to the Jaghirdar. 

(Signed) W. H. Hammick, 

Ag. Political Agent. 

It is obvious from what is narrated above that if the warning that 
the Jaghirdar should not make any direct communication with the Go- 
verument of India except through the channel of the Political Agent or 
the Madras Government, had been conveyed to the Jaghirdar in its true 
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correspondence and no necessity could 
have arisen for the Jaghirdar to wire to the Government of India. The 
mi,stake lies with the Political Agent who has given the Jaghirdar the 
warning contrary to the view of the Government of India. The I‘olitical 
Agent must have been incensed at the Jaghirdar’s agitations against him 
and so it is natural to presume that Ite had given the Jaghirda” a wrong 
warning, viz,, that he should not write petitions. The Government of 
India was patient and prudent in dealing witli the Jaghirdar’s case, but 
the Madras Government was too hasty in having passed the order with¬ 
out enquiring into the fact whether the warning had been in fact violated. 
What could the Jaghirdar do when the Political Agent misrepresented 
' the fticts. The Jaghirdar must curse his own stars. No doubt the warn¬ 
ing and the hasty decision of the Madras Government were threatening 
to the Jaghirdar and affecting his position and dignity as a member of 
the most illustrious and ancient Tondiman Family. If the Government 
of India had not passed the subsequent Proceedings upon the Jaghirdar’s 
second telegram, his case might have been otherwise dealt with in spite of 
the recommendation of the Political Agent and the Dewan-Re^ent. The 
above story is not sufficient to show how hasty and rash Mr? Fawcett 
has acted as Political Agent. We will give below some facts which will 
amply illustrate our statement. la 1882 and again in 1884 the Jaghir¬ 
dar memorialised the Government of Madra.s praying that the income 
of Rs. 2,125 per annum realised from Inam Service Tenures be 
handed over to him. As the Dewan had reported to Government that 
the memorialist was entitled to Rs. 200 only a year in lieu ofthe resump- 
tiou of the service lands attached to the Jaghir, the Government passed 
the following order : — 

Order, 17 th October 1884 No. 682 . 

The Petitioner will be informed that theGoverninenthas considered 
his memorial and also a report on it by the Sirkele of Pudukota and see 
no reason to interfere in his behalf. 

So far back as 1881 the Sirkele noted down in the Schedule drawn 
by himself for the expense of the W. P. Pension that the artisans and 
other servants were allotted separate lands. What the Jaghirdar wanted 
wus that Mr. Fawcett should refer to the past correspondence and settle 
the qae.stion. He replied by letter No. 61 dated the 25th Ai>ril 1890 
that the Jaghirdar’s “ claim has already been disallowed by Government 
and I shall not interfere.” After having disposed of the matter in this 
way^ Mr. Fawcett was apparently convinced of his mistake and made a 
reference to the Dewan-Regent before forwarding the Jaghirdar’s appeal 
to Government. This is clearly a notable instance of judging before 
tearing. 
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CHAPTER XII. 




MISCELLANE0(J8. 

The Chief Court ScandaL 

Iiv 1894 a charge of bull theft was concocted against the W. P. 
Jaghirdar’s second soifs servants by a certain dealer in bulls, who be* 
longed to Tanjore, A pair of these animals wa.s alleged to have been 
given in exchange for the value of a phaeton sold by the Jaghirdar’s son 
to the Tanjore man in question. Some disputes arose between the 
parties. The facts and circumstances required a remedy to be sought for 
from the Civil tribunal It was stated by the complainant that the phaeton 
had not been given in exchange for the price of the bulls, that no bar* 
gain of the sort had ever been struck with the Jaghirdar’s son, and that, 
under his orders, the animals had been taken by his men from the pettah 
ill the town to the old Residency — the home of the Jaghirdar’s son— J 
without his (complainant’s) permission or knowledge, and kept tied there in 
the shed. Although the concocted case of theft was, according to the 
Criminal Law, to be disposed of either hv the Junior or the Senior 
Magistrate, it was committed to the Sessions by the Town Sub-Magistrate 
on the strength of a diabolical conspiracy. The prisoners wwe sentenced 
to rigorous imprisonment. The Sessions Judge, Mr. S. Saminadha Iyer, 
remarked that the Jaghirdar’s second son sbould be prosecuted for the 
offence of abetment, though there was not a particle of evidence on re* 
cord against him. And yet the Sessions Judge made an observation in 
the aforesaid manner with a biased heart and under the irresistible influ* 
ence of his friends. But by the Idnd intercession of the then Political 
Agent, the case against the Jaghirdar’s son was transferred from the 
Sub-Magistrate’s Court to the file of the District Magistrate. The Ja* 
^ ^ ghirdar was reporting by the marginally noted 

24th do. letters ever and anon against the proceedings 

. conducted by the authorities to the prejudice of 
his son. 


8fch May. 


An appeal was preferred against the decision of the Sessions Judge 
by the prisoners to the Appellate Bench of 2 Judges. 

Extracts from the Jaghirdar’s letters to the Political Agent:— 

Ijetter of 26th April ’94: “ He (Barrister) advocated the cause of 

the appellants most remarkably. Points after points were discussed. The 
1 st Judge heard them patiently. The advocate replied toquestions put by the 



Judge. The 2nd Judge (Annasamy Iyer) was reserved. For the sake 
ot argument he asked some vague questions. Though they were answered 
to the satisfaction of the 1st Judge, the disinteifested member.s of the bar 
and the large concourse of people that thronged the Chief Court to 
hevar the address oi the Barrister, the 2nd Judge showed no clear oonsci- 
ence. Legal points were chiefly put forward by tho Barrister. Lastly 
finding the 2nd Judge speaking with a biased heart, he (Barrister) 
dropt the question on law and dwelt at length upon the quality and 
quantity ot tho evidence on the Prosecution side. Judgment was 
reserved. Tho next day the appellants presented a petition asking the 
(..!hiof Court to postpone tho dispo.sal of their appeal, as they feared that 
no justice would be accorded especially at the time the 2nd and 3rd 
Judges were conjointly at "variance with the 1st Judge standing by him¬ 
self. What a most ridiculous scandal during the Rajah’s minority I 
^Misunderstanding among the Judges has found its way alino-st to all 
news-papers. The Dewan-Regeut reading scandals, hearing all incidents, 
and going through the correspondences received from the 3. Judges is 
quite indifferent to di.spose of them. He is trying to please them by 
his silence. In truth he is not in a position to mend matters or bring 
about necessary reformation. Under the present unsatisfactory state of 
affairs clients are the sufferers. Justice is rotten to tho core. Tho 2nd 
Judge is the echoing element of the 3rd, for the former has taken an 
active p.art with the latter in the plot already set on foot against the 
Chief Judge. Ihe 2nd and 3rd Judges have been colluding and harping 
upon^ the same string. It is absolutely necessary that the 2nd Judge 
who is ihe staunch supporter of the 3rd must bo kept out of the Appellate 
Bench especially in disposing of tho appeal from the decision of the 3rd 
Jaclge. 

From the multifarious complaints that have reached yotir office, it 
is manifest that the Chief Court is in a chaotic state. Justice is being 
prostituted. Collusion is vehement. The Chief Judge has been bitterly 
complaining for the last one year against the irregularities of his collea¬ 
gues. The Dewan-Regent’s failure to dispose of their complaints in due 
time has produced the Chief Court Scandal and the collusion in it. Party 
feelings are on the increase. Hence wilful injustice is the result. 
Aggrieved parties are left in the lurch. They are too weak and poor to 
represent their grievances. They say that they are not sure of the 
Political Agent’s interterenoe. But above all, I beg to take the liberty of 
ineiitioning that in order to spoil or nullify what has been penned by the 
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_Jndge against the 2nd and 3rd Judges as well as to fortity their 

position and create bad impression against their opponent (the Chiet 
Judge), they have schemed with some of the Vakils of the bar and pub¬ 
lished through their medium several contributions against him. 

It is known to everybody that in the case ot the appeal (Bull theft 
case), the Appellate 2 Judges are divided in their opinions. The view of the 
2nd Judge, Annasawmy Iyer, goes againsi the appellants. In this con¬ 
nection 1 beg to invite your kind attention to the defect or desideratum 
existing in the constitution of the Chief Court composed of .3 Judges. The 
State Gazette of 16th December 1886 containing the notification dated 
1 -12-86 announces:— 

“ Appeal from tlie decisions and orders in Civil .and Sessions cases 
in the Original side shall Ho to the Chief Oourt”. vide para 5 of the 
Notification. 

''They will be heard and disposed of bj a Bench consisting of 2 
Jmlges sitting (by tarns) on the appellate side ol the Chief Court, vide 
para 6 of the Notification. 

" Should a difterence of opinion arise between the 2 Judges, the 
matter will be disposed of by a full Bench in accordance with the pro¬ 
visions of Section 575 C. P. 0.’ vide para 7 of the Notification. 

N. B. By the abbreviations C. P. C. it is to be understood that they 
refer to the Oivil Procedure Code and not to the Criminal Procedure 
Code, for, the number of sections in the latter code stapds below 500. 

Let me quote below Section 575 Civil Procedure Go<ie for easy 
. referen(;e;—“ When the appeal is heard by a 
t«oor,„«re 111. .l«U 

be decided in accordance with the opinion ot 
such Judges or of tfie majority (if any) of such Judges. If there be no 
such majority which concurs in a judgment varying or reversing the 
decree appealed against, such decree shall bo affirmed: Provided^ that, 
if the Bench hearing the appeal is composed of two Judges belonging to 
a Court consisting of more than two Judges, and the Judges composing 
the Bench differ in opinion on a point of law, the appeal may be referred 
to one or more of the other Judges of the same Court, and shall be 
decided according to the opinion of the majority, (if any) of all the Judges 
who have heard the niipeal, including those who first heard it. When 
there is no such majority which concurs in a judgment varying or 
reversing the decree appealed against., such decree shall be affirmed. 
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B. It muiBt be remembered that the above qotations are taken 
from the Civil Procedure 0ode» 

Section 429 of the Criminal Procedure Code:-—‘‘When the 

Prooe^w-O when Judges of composing he Cofirt of appeal are 

doiirt of apyjqal are equally equally divided in opiiiiou, the case, with their 
dnidoci opinions thereon, shall be laid before another 

Judge of the same Court, and such Judge, after such examination and 
such hearing (if any) as he thinks fit, shall deliver his opinion, and the 
judgnient or order shall follow such opinion/’ 

Leaving the question of law so far as Civil Procedure Code in force 
is concerned, 1 shall confine myself to Section 429 of the Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code, as it relates to the present case of the Sessions Appeal pend¬ 
ing disposal at the hands of the appellate 1st and 2nd Judges. From the 
wordings of the section it is clear that should the appellate Judges differ 
in their views, the case shall be laid before another Judge, meaning of 
course a seperate Judge who had no previous connection in any way 
with the case referred to him for his opinion. Whereas the Pudukota 
Regulation or Notification as is termed in the State Gazette from which 
paras 5, 6 and 7 are extracted for reference in para 3 supra, speaks that 
‘^should a difference of opinion arise between the 2 Judges, the matter 
wfill bb disposetl of by a full Bench in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 575 G. P. C. ” Here is the striking contrast between the Local 
Regulation and the British Criminal Procedure Code in force. By the 
terms—“full Bencdi” introduced into the Local Regulation, it is meant 
3 Judges. But as the Chief Court is composed of 3 Judges only, 
appeals from the decisions of a single Judge are preferred before the 
other two Judges of the same Court, who sit by turns. In fact, there is 
no room to satisfy See. 429 of the Criminal Procedure Code in its entire¬ 
ty, because a Judge is wanting to decide the point at issue or settle the 
difference of opinions advanced by two Judges on the Appellate Bencb. 
But liere the custom observed is that when different judgments are deli¬ 
vered by the appellate 2 Judges, the Registrar of the Court passes orders 
to enforce that which confirms the judgment of the Original side. 
This is a serious error of law affecting Criminal justice. There must 
needs be a 4th Judge as provided in Section 429. C. P. C. In the absence 
of «a 4th Judge there lies the act of gross irregularity in referring the 
point at variance for settlement by the same Judge against whose 
origih^^i decision an appal is entertained. 
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» Letter of 8th May 1894:—In sat^^?fa(v^^on of my hitter complaints 
carried against the abuse of power practised by the Chief Court in res¬ 
pect of the alleged bull theft case,.! have the honor to infonxxyou that thi^ 
appellate 2 Judges especially the 2nd Judge having fully understood 
that matters have reached your ear in their true light both by letters and 
telegrams, have at last adhered to the ends of justice, quashed the sen¬ 
tence and conviction of the Sessions Jiidge^ acquitted the appellants and 
delivered separate judgments/ 

Both the appellate Judges have pronounced that no theft had been 
committed or no (’Jriminal charge could be brought home to the 
appellants. 

Viewing the case from legal aspects^ the Chief Judge speaks plainly 
in his own judgment that the transaction that took place was purely of 
a civil nature. 

The 2nd Judge, Annasaini lyar, admitting that the phaeton already 
sold by my son is in Tanjore in the possession of the complainant ( Taujore 
Govinden) observes in his Judgment without any reason that the bulls 
should be delivered to the complainant. Such an observation of the Judge 
is not justified by criminal law. My son's allegation is that according to 
niutual agreement entered into, the bulls were given iu exchange for the 
price of the phaeton and brought over to LikS residence by the complapiant’s 
men. The Police took the bulls from the possession of my son. As to 
the disposal of property under chapter XLIII, it is laid do%yn thus Jn the 
notes under Sec. 517;—“ Upon general principles, where there has been 
an enquiry, or a trial, and the accused person is discharged or acquitted 
by any Criminal Court, that Court is bound to restore the property into 
the possession of the person from wdioni it is takeu.’^ The Judge, Anna- 
samy Iyer, has ignored the principle of law and ordered the delivery of the 
bulls to the complainant. The judgment of the 2ad Judge is entirely 
erroneous in the eye of the criminal law so far as relates to the delivery of 
the animals to the jjerson from whom they were not taken by the Police. 

As H, H. the present Rajah had assured in his reply to a congra¬ 
tulatory address presented by a deputation consisting of some selected 
Vakils, Merchants and Citizens after he w^as vested with the powers of 
Administration, that “a strict administration of justice &c., shall receive 
his immediate attention,” the W. P. Jaghirdar submitted a memorandum 
containing the above narrative, shewing the defect in the constitution of 
the Local Chief Court and alluding to the origin and cause of the then 





^e*^sting Chief Court Scandal so far as he had learnt and obseryed in con¬ 
nection with l\is son's case, and also observed to His Highness that the 
Political Agent had taken only a bird*s-eye view of them during his 
ininority, TheJaghirdar was not favored with a reply, but time has 
wrought changes in the personnel of the Chief Court and the scandal 
eradicated. 

Of late another scandal has arisen in the Chief Court owing to some 
misunderstanding between the Chief Judge, Mr. Narasimhalu Naidu 
and the 2nd Judge, Mr. S. Swaminada Iyer. The former has refused to 
sit with the latter on the Appellate Bench for hearing and disposing of 
appeals. The Political Agent made enquiries into the accusations brought 
against the 2nd Judge. The result is not yet known* But the popular 
opinion runs to the effect that physical imbecility incapacitates the Chief 
Judge for active service and that the 2nd Jxidge is not altogether guilt¬ 
less. Two vakils from the Tan jore and Trichinopoly bars have been 
appointed Special Appellate Judges lor two months to clear the arrears 
^ on the Appellate file. 

In the Medical institution the Chief Medical Officer, Eamasamy 
Naidu and his Assistant, C. M. Ganapathy, are at loggerheads. Though 
both have passed the L. M. S. examination, it is said that the Assistant 
excels the Chiel Medical Officer in his profession and IkS in close touch 
with the patients and the people. The Political Agent is the staunch 
supporter of the Assistant, in spite of H. H. the Rajalrs order to the 
Dewan to dispense with his service. 

The Superintendent (Mr. Gopalasami Iyengar) of the Public Works 
Department whose honesty is unquestionable as well as Mr. S. Nara- 
yanasami Iyer, the Director of Public Instruction and the Chief Judge 
Mr. Rarasimhaln Naidu are at variance v^dth the Dewan. 

All these reflect upon the present administration. ^ 

The late W. P, Manager, S. A. Annasamier. 

As the Town Sub-Magistrate he has made a mark as followsrr 

(1) He was found to have uttered a gross falsehood in his explana¬ 
tion to the Chief Court with a view to screen a gross iliegaliiy. Two 
Judges of the Court have brought the matter to the notice of the Dewan- 
Regent who has of course not taken any notice of it. (Vide Suh-Magis- 
trale’s Calendar No. 53 of 1890 and Chief Court Criniinal Revision 
Petition No* 63 of 1890). 


(2) The Chief Magistrate has reported mote than a dozen cases of 
gross illegality and declared him unfit to be a Second Class Magigirate, 
This too has shared the same fate at the Dewan**Regent’s hands, 

(3) Recently another Judge of the Chief Court has distinctly 
found that by the Town Sub-Magistrate’s onlpable laxity of supervision 
an embezzlement of nearly 600 Rs, has been discovered. 

Of late he figured so badly in his official career that one day 
on bis refusal to inquire into an alleged case of wrong Police inter¬ 
ference personally represented to him by a wealthy merchant of the 
town in open court, all the bazaars in the town of Pndukota were closed, 
and the consequence was his transfer a Firkha of a Taluq under the 
strong support of the present Dewan who overlooked the facts and cir¬ 
cumstances represented in the Merchants’ memorials. 

The wrongful release from State attachment and the wrongful restoration 

of a village named Peroonjanai in the resumed W. P. Jaghir, 

Extracts. 

An Estate styled the Western Palace Jaghir consisting of a group 
of villages in the Pudukota Territory was unconditionally assigned to the 
great grand-father of the present Western Palace Jaghirdar by the first 
and original ruler (Roi Ragunadha Tondiman) some time before 1780 
(the date of the grantor’s death) for the support and dignity of the 
Western Palace family, a branch of the Tondiman dynasty. 

By the spirit of the Proclamation issued in 1820 by the then Politi¬ 
cal Resident, Sir. W. Blackburne and revived under the orders of the 
Government in theyeiirs 1842 and 1864 generally for the benefit of the 
Jaghirdars in the Pudukota State, and their legal heirs and successors, 
the saicVJaghir became one of restrietim or inalienahU nature, and its 
late holder (Rajah Gopala Tondiman) and his son (the present Jagbir- 
dar) were in consequence entitled only to its usufructuary enjoyment. 
The Proclamation runs to the following effect;— 

Persons holding Jaghirs and other grants of land from the Pudu- 
kota Estate were only entitled to the usufructuary enjoyment of them 
and that any alienation whatever, whether by sale, mortgage, or gift 
would not be recognised/’ 
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THt this Proclamation has baen approved of and confirmed by the ' f 
♦Tho conditions wnder which the Ja- Madras Government, will be evident from 
ghirwasheldarecfpnbiicnotorioty; ♦ Qrder dated Igth January 1872. 

for in 1820 tbs folitioel Beadent i. . i iu j *l r *.1, 

published a Proclamationthrougliout passed unmeaiately artet tne aeatn ot tiio 

of tko prcoert Ohmn» A,r.m.o.i 

landfrom tiuj Pudokota State, were Jaghirdar for ousting out the seoared cre- 
S^flwnd^S^CaUe^^ ditors and donees, and placing the entire 

irhatover, whether by sale, mort- ^jnder the State management in 

irage, or gift, would not b© reoog- , . , t* j j» • 4. 

liwd. the interest of the deceased’s minor son. 

Besides, when the Goyerntnent of Fort St. George proposed a compro¬ 
mise and settlement with the olaimS of the creditors who were holding 
and enjoying the villages of the Western Palace Jighir, it was emphatic- 
aHy declared by the Sirhele, A. Sashiah Sastfiar, that anch a step would 
be utterly ibooHlpatihle with the theory that Jaghir lands are inalienable 
and with the proclamations which have been issued on the subject from 
the earliest times. 

Three years after the original Proclamation of 1820, the father of 
the present Western Palace Jaghirdar attained his, majority and took 
charge of his Jaghir in March 1823, from the management of the Piidu- 
kota Government with the restriction imposed upon it by the said Pro- 
obimation and enjoyed it till his death in 18o6. 

Without conforming to the restriction imposed by the said Procla¬ 
mation, the late father of the present Jaghirdar during his life-time 
alienated away the Jaghir villages by way of unauthorised and illegal 
gifts and mortgages to private individuals. 

Among these unauthorized gifts made by the late father of the 
present Jaghirdar, was a hamlet of the Western Palace Jaghir, named 
Royaviel which was made a free gilt of by him to a Brahmin named 
Appavien on the shores of Ramaswarem whither he had gone oh a pilgri¬ 
mage along with another Jaghirdar of the State generally called the 
Chinna Arramanai JagbirdaV. The latter Jaghirdar also made to the 
said Brahmin at Ramaswarem a gift of his Jaghir village named Seruviel. 
Thus the Brahmin got possession of one village of the inalienable 
Western Palace Jaghir, and another village of another Jaghir of the same 
nature in defiance of the terms of the Government Proclamation quote 
above, and consequently those gifts have been invalid from the very 

boginuing, being uiiauthorizecl and illegal ones. 

In 1831, the said Brabmin donee by his tactics indneed the late 
(the fs^ther of th^ present Jaghirdar) te inake over the village pi 
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a village comprised m the inalienable Western Palace Jaghir, 
in exchange fo^ tlie said two trnaathdrized and invalid gifted villages of 
Eoyaviel and SeruvieK This exchange is, of course, invalid not only 
because it is a fresh violation of Mr. Blackburne’s Proclamation, but 
because it was made in lieu of two other villages iavalidly given away 
and consequently capable of resumption at any time by the heirs of the 
donor or by the rdlet of the State. 

Althoiigb the present West?ern Palace Jaghirdar felt cpinpelled by 
painful circumstances to renew his father’s secured debts and execute 
deeds mortgaging the iJaghir villages lihe bi» father, yet, as such an 
action was in violation of the restriction imposed upon the Jaghir holders, 
the Western Palace Jaghir was resnmed as an act of state, and a Procla¬ 
mation was issued in July 1881 in the State Gazette, by which all 
the Jaghir villages were indiscrimiuafcely brought under State attachment, 
but at subsequent periods the claims of those that were in the posses¬ 
sion of some alienations in the shape of gifts granted prior to the date of 
the said Proclamation published in 1820, were recognized and upheld, 
and the owners thereof have been permitted to enjoy them. All those 
villages and hamlets that were alienated subsequent to 1820, were abso¬ 
lutely resumed by the State and have been fully assessed; but the said 
village of Peroonjanai aloim falling under the tolass of unauthorized and 
illegal gifts remained undisposed of for 8 years afterwards, i.o., from 1st 
July 1881, the date of attachment of the entire Jaghir,—to May 
when it was restored to the sakl family in spite of the fact that the Chief 
Executive lievenuc OflSoer submitted in reply to the Sirkele’s queries and 
questions a report to him in 1881-82, strongly recommending the re** 
sumption of the Poroonjanai village from the original donee’s representa¬ 
tive merely by adoption on the score that the original grants of the 
hamlets of Boyaviel and Seruviel in exchange for which that village was 
given at a subsequent period (1831) were in themfielves opposed to the 
Proclamation of J820 and consequently void. 

* (2) “ of Inaras should 

•BiabliBli fcheir titlo by {the produc- 
the sUiinadB granted to 
ruling power i in the ab- 
a vsdfd grant, or other title 
deed, entries in the old viliago or 
other authentic accounts will be 
accepted as proof of the ‘existenoe 
of the Inam, 5Q years* continued 
possession will goheraUv be accept. 

^ ae conferring a viilid title as 
In^V 


them by 
fence m 


Such being the case, the late Dewan- 
Eegent, A. Sashiah Sastri, applying the 
marginally quoted Inam Settlement Rules 
*Nos. 2 and 33 published in the Pudu- 
kota State Gazette under date, 7th Sep¬ 
tember 1888, restored the Peroonjanai 
village in its entirety, after 8 years from 
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the date of attachraent by the State in > 
whfchharcSldtdakoTnaml *0 the female repreBentative and the 

under attachment from any other alleged adopted SOn of the last imbecile 
cause, except Inamfl forfeited for 

offences according to the custom descendant of the original grantee to- 

heirs of with the accomnlated mesne profits 

or to tho rcj/wtercd holden, as the amountins to Rs. 11,087—14—10 in hard 
case may be, and ©nfranchisea ao* . 

cording to the class to which each cash, and grain worth Ra. 1,1000, and odd 
Inam belongs; if the last inoura- , , • ii a. . , , ,, 

bent left no such heirs, the inams remaining in the otate Jhxchequer and the 
mil be fully assessed - granary. 

The Rule No. 2 quoted in the margin of the preceding paragtaph, 
accepts 50 years’ continned possession as conferring a valid title as Inam, 
and the Rule 33 confirms Inams under attachment to recognized heirs, 
and declares that, if the last holder left no such heirs, the Inams will be 
fully assessed. First of all, it is improper to apply the Rules of 1888 to 
the decision of a question which arose in 1881, namely, whether certain 
Jaghir villages were resumable or not. Secondly, assuming the princi¬ 
ples embodied in these imles were alone taken as a guide for the decision 
of the question^ it will have to be remembered that the said rules confer 
the right only on the registered holder who is, in the present instance, 
the Jaghirdar himself and no body else. To say that a long possession 
for 50 years can make an invalid gift a valid one, is illegal. Even in 
(rases wiiere the law recognizes alienations by holders of life estate, it 
does so only for their life and not against the reversioners. The present 
case, however, is a much weaker one for the alienee, because, according 
to the notifications above alluded to, the alienations by the Jaghirdars 
are considered a ^serious violation of duty so as to render the Jaghir 
liable to be resumed at once. Again the fallacy of the Ex-Dewan’s 
theory of title by 50 years’ possession, will be clearer when it is consi¬ 
dered that it may be quite possible for a Jaghirdar to create on a donee 
an absolute title to an estate which he himself does not possess, only pro¬ 
vided he lives for a period of 50 years after he makes the donation; and 
it is also worth considering that the present Jaghirdar of the Chinna 
Arramanal Estate, may by at once giving away his entire Jaghir to any 
body and by living for half a century from this day, deprive both his 
lawful heir as well as the State of every bit of his Jaghir. If is son will 
inherit nothing but the empty name of Jaghirdar. What then is to be 
done? Is the State to interfere on behalf of the unfortunate successor or 
to be silent because the holders of the grants had had possession of them 



for 50 years? In these circTimstances, it is quite absurd or highly impro¬ 
per on the part of the Dowan-Regent to make use of the State Inam 
Settlement Rules for the purpose of justifying the restoration of the 
attached village of Peroonjanai exchanged for two hamlets given away 
from two inalienable Jaghirs in violation of the restriction already im- 
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